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10th Y
ear

N
epal's 'm

iracle' takes them
 into

W
orld Cup Q

ualifiers

Know
ledge Initiative: Prof M

attoo, A
ltaf 

Bukhari chair W
orking Group m

eet
P

/
8

P
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P
/
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PD
P pitches for resum

ption of Indo-Pak 
D

ialogue, term
s people of JK basic 

5 accused behind terrorist’s escape from
 SM

HS hospital in NIA custody

Union M
inister R

D
D

 N
arendra Singh Tom

ar 
review

s R
D

D
, PM

GSY w
orks in JK

Assures full financial, technological support to State Govt to execute various Centrally Sponsored Schem
es

JRL calls
for shutdown on 

Saturday
SR

IN
A

G
A

R
, FEB 15: Shifting political inm

ates 
and lifers from

 Srinagar central jail, cancellation 
of FIR against Shupian killers by Indian suprem

e 
court and brutal killing of H

urriyat leader M
uham

-
m

ad Yousuf N
adeem

 are all glaring exam
ple of 

tyran
ny un

leashed against K
ash

m
iris. Th

is w
as 

stated by Joint resistance leaders Syed A
li Shah 

G
eelani, M

irw
aiz D

octor M
uham

m
ad U

m
ar Farooq 

and A
lhaaj M

uham
m

ad Yasin M
alik in a joint press 

release issued today. Leaders and activists from
 

Joint resistance leadership today staged a peaceful 
sit-in and rally against illegal shifting of m

any in-
m

ates including som
e lifers to Jam

m
u jails, Indian 

Suprem
e Court orders to cancel FIR against arm

y 
and brutal killing of H

urriyat activist M
uham

m
ad 

You
su

f N
adeem

 by som
e u

n
know

n gu
n

m
en at 

Beerw
ah. JR

L leaders and activists today gathered 
at JK

LF office A
bi-G

u
zar and m

arched tow
ards 

press enclave w
here they staged a peaceful sit-in. 

w
ith placards in hands and raising slogans against

TU
R

N
 O

N
 PA

G
E | 6

K
A

SH
M

IR
: SA

N
E VO

ICES LO
NG 

FO
R R

EGA
IN

ING LO
ST PA

R
A

D
ISE

K
A

SH
M

IR
 REM

A
IN

S
 C

U
T O

FF 
D

U
E TO

 LA
N

D
SLID

ES

PDP pitches for resum
ption of Indo-Pak Dialogue, 

term
s people of JK basic stakeholders

DAY 4:

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15:   The K
ash-

m
ir valley rem

ained cut off from
 

rest of the country for the fourth 
consecutive day on Thursday due 
closure of 300-km

-long Srinagar-
Jam

m
u national highw

ay follow
ing 

fresh landslide after snow
 and rain.

D
ozens of far-flung and rem

ote 
villages, including those near the 
Line of Control (LoC) in north K

ash-
m

ir, rem
ained cut off from

 their 
respective district headquarters 
due to accum

ulation of snow
 and 

slippery road conditions.
The national highw

ay, linking 
Ladakh region w

ith K
ashm

ir and 

86-km
-long historic M

ughal road 
also rem

ained closed.
H

undreds of vehicle, including 
those carrying passengers besides 
tw

o bodies, rem
ained stranded at 

different places on the highw
ay. 

K
ashm

ir-bound passengers strand-
ed at Jam

m
u alleged that the local 

authorities have failed to provide 
them

 any relief and they are being 
charged extra by the local traders.

The road at Penthal and A
nokha-

pal w
as cleared yesterday in the 

afternoon but before vehicles could 
be allow

ed to m
ove, there w

ere 
fresh landslides at other places also, 

a traffic p
olice official said on 

Thursday m
orning.

H
e said the Border Roads O

r-
ganisation (BRO

), responsible for 
the m

aintenance of the highw
ay, 

has been w
orking alm

ost round-
the-clock to put through the traf-
fic.The BRO

 has already pressed 
into service sophisticated m

achines 
and m

en to clear the landslides.
The national highw

ay w
as closed 

on M
onday due to snow

, landslides 
and slippery road condition.

”W
e w

ill allow
 traffic only
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SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15:    The N
a-

tional Investigation A
gency (N

IA) 
today took the custody of five accused 
arrested by the Jam

m
u and K

ashm
ir 

Police in connection w
ith the escape 

of Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorist M
oham

-
m

ed N
aveed Jhatt from

 the SM
H

S 
hospital, an official spokesm

an said 
here.The N

IA spokesm
an said the court 

of C
h

ief Judicial M
agistrate here 

granted a tw
o-day transit rem

and 
of the five accused w

ho had been 
nabbed by the police on February 
8, tw

o days after the escape of 22-year-
old Jhatt alias A

bu H
an

zalla from
 

the busy hospital in the city.
The five accused —

 Shakeel A
hm

ed 
Bhat, Tika K

han, Syed Tajam
ul Islam

, 
M

oh
am

m
ed Sh

afi W
an

i and Jan 
M

oham
m

ed G
anai —

 w
ere arrested 

by the police for allegedly conspir-

ing in the escape of Jhatt. A
ll the five 

accused are residents of Pulw
am

a.
The N

IA
 re-registered the case 

pertaining to the escape from
 cus-

tody of Jhatt from
 the SM

H
S hospi-

tal w
here he w

as brought in for 
treatm

ent on February 6.
The accused w

ill be produced 
before the N

IA
 special court at Jam

-
m

u tom
orrow

 for seeking police
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'Since inception, Party 
w

orking to m
ake peace 

state’s inseparable 
feature'

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15: The 
Peoples’ D

em
ocratic Party 

(PD
P) on Thursday pitched 

for the reconciliation betw
een 

Indo-Pak at an earliest, stat-
ing that the people of the 
state have been bearing the 
brunt of the hostilities for 

decades and they yearn for 
peace and tranquility. Con-
cerned over the escalation 
of tensions betw

een the tw
o 

countries on borders, the PD
P 

said the loss of precious lives 
w

as incorrigible and need 
to be stopped sans any delay.

PD
P G

eneral Secretary, 
Peerzada M

ansoor H
ussain 

w
hile addressing people in 

Central K
ashm

ir’s Beerw
ah 

said the PD
P has been de-

m
anding, since its inception 

that dialogue betw
een the 

tw
o countries is inevitable 

for the peaceful South A
sia 

and that people of the state 
are the basic stakeholders 
in the talks betw

een the tw
o 

countries. “The people in JK
 

are the w
orst sufferers of the 

bloodshed and m
ayhem

 and 
are the basic stakeholders 
w

ithout w
hom

 no dialogue 
can reach to the logical con-
clusion. Both the countries 
need to take the people in 
confidence ahead of treading 
ahead,” PD

P general secretary 

said.Peerzada M
ansoor said 

the PD
P founder and form

er 
Jam

m
u and K

ashm
ir chief 

m
inister M

ufti M
oham

m
ad 

Sayeed never believed in the 
politics of deceit and alw

ays 
pursued the agenda of peo-
ples’ w

ell being w
ith earnest 

efforts and selfless courage. 
“M

ufti sahib never did the 
p

olitics of an
im

osity and 
never lured the people once 
in the nam

e of Q
uit K

ashm
ir
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Citizens of J&K jointly urge India and 
Pakistan for cession of hostilities on the LoC

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15:   In a joint calling 
attention petition, over 130 em

inent citi-
zens of the divided State of Jam

m
u and 

K
ash

m
ir u

rged Indian Prim
e M

in
ister 

N
arendra M

odi and Pakistan’s Prim
e M

in-
ister Sh

ah
id K

h
aqan A

bbasi to resu
m

e 
ceasefire along the Line of Control and 
begin the process of dialogue to resolve 
the K

ash
m

ir issue by includin
g all the 

people of Jam
m

u and K
ashm

ir. This initia-
tive w

as led by tw
o em

inent civil society 
activists across the LoC; A

nuradha Bhasin, 
Executive Editor, daily K

ash
m

ir Tim
es, 

Jam
m

u and Ershad M
ahm

ud, Executive 
D

irector, Center for Peace, D
evelopm

ent 
and Reform

s.

The petition has already gained m
o-

m
entum

 and people are com
ing together 

in a significant num
ber to take ow

nership 
of this initiative. It so far has got signatures 
from

 various senior political leaders, po-
ets, authors, journalists, civil society activ-
ists, form

er civil servants, ex-diplom
ats 

and arm
y person

nel, as w
ell as people 

from
 the academ

ia.
The petition pronounces that if current 

tension at the borders is allow
ed to prolong, 

it w
ill jeopardize the stability of the region 

and m
ight escalate into an all-out w

ar. 
Besides, the skirm

ishes at the LoC augm
ent 

the sufferings of the people residing
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R
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Govt reiterates ban on 
cigarette sm

oking in
its offices 

JA
M

M
U

, FEB 15: Jam
m

u and K
ashm

ir governm
ent 

on Thursday ordered all concerned to ensure strict 
im

plem
entation of the ban im

posed on sm
oking in 

all governm
ent offices. A

s per a circular issued here, 
the governm

ent directed the concerned authorities 
to initiate appropriate “penal action” against the de-
faulters under rules.

“In order to strictly enforce the provisions of the 
Cigarettes and other Tobacco Products (Prohibition 
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Police hold 
public meetings 

at Kargil and 
Srinagar

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15:  O
n 

the direction of SSP K
argil 

T.G
yalpo and under the su-

pervision of A
dditional SP 

K
argil A

run G
upta, a PCPG

 
(Police Com

m
unity Partner-

ship G
roup) m

eeting w
as held 

at Police Station K
argil by 

SH
O

 Kargil Inspector G
hulam

 
A

li in presence of SI Feroze 
A

hm
ed Incharge Police Post 

Shilikchey Bazar K
argil.

The m
eetin

g w
as par-

ticipated by the office bear-
ers of M

erchant A
ssociation, 

Taxi O
perators U

nion, Bus 
O

perators U
nion, O

m
ni Van 

U
nion, M

ini Bus O
perators 

U
nion, 407 M

ini Truck O
p-

erators U
nion and 207 Load 

Carrier U
nion.

D
uring the m

eeting, the 
O

ffice Bearers of these A
s-

sociation
s put forth their 

grievances to w
hich the O

f-
ficers gave a patient hearing
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SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15:   U
nion M

inister for Rural 
D

evelopm
ent, Panchayati R

aj N
arendra Singh 

Tom
ar today urged the state to speed up the 

execution of R
u

ral D
evelopm

ent Schem
es to 

ach
ieve the goal of a developed country. The 

U
n

ion m
in

ister said th
is w

h
ile review

ing the 
im

plem
entation of various schem

es under Rural 
D

evelopm
ent in J&

K
 State w

h
ile M

in
ister for 

Rural D
evelopm

ent, A
bdul H

aq khan, Com
m

is-
sioner Secretary R

&
B Sanjeev Verm

a, 
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Skyrocketing 
airfares choking 

Tourism in 
Kashmir

 
�

Bilal Bashir Bhat

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15: N
ot-

w
ith

standing the tourism
 

prom
otion drives by the 

Jam
m

u and K
ashm

ir govern-
m

ent in different states of 
India, the u

nprecedented 
airfares are hitting the tour-
ism

 industry in Valley. Em
p-

ty Shikaras in D
al lake and 

a n
ear-deserted view

 in 
w

orld-fam
ou

s Ski resort 
G

u
lm

arg is reflectin
g the 

ground reality on how
 airfare 

to and from
 Srin

agar h
as 

becom
e u

n
affordable for 

tourists. 
To boost the tou

rism
 

w
here w

e see m
any signifi-

cant decisions by the Jam
m

u 
and Kashm

ir Tourism
 depart-

m
ent like con

ductin
g of 

w
inter festival at sum

m
er 

destination Pahalgam
, the 

state seem
s unaw

are of the 
fact that the air ticket prizes 
are becom

ing a m
ajor cause 

for the tou
rists to choose 

another place for outing. 
The Jam

m
u and K

ashm
ir 

Tourism
 departm

ent w
hich 

is conducting several road 
sh

ow
s, sym

p
osiu

m
s an

d 
sem

inars in different states 
of India aim

ed to boost the
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SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15: “If there is ever 
a heaven on earth, its here, its here, its 
here in K

ashm
ir,” these are the w

orld 
of M

ughal em
peror Jahangir during 

h
is stay here in a houseboat on the 

m
esm

erizing D
al Lake in seventeenth 

century. 
K

ashm
ir is renow

ned globally as 
heaven on earth

, how
ever, over the 

last three decades continuous blood-
shed, violence and devastation of en-
vironm

ent have caused a great havoc 
and m

ade life in K
ashm

ir m
iserable. 

Funerals of conflict have becom
e dai-

ly occu
rrence and m

others, sisters 
crying over the dead bodies daily scenes. 

The urge on the ground is that steps 
should be taken to return K

ashm
ir back 

to norm
alcy.

A
m

anullah A
hm

ad, an aged person 
states – “W

e as a society have destroyed 
our old good tim

es and w
orsened even 

the political situation by m
aking our-

selves a football betw
een the global 

pow
ers. A

s a result daily killings, blood-
shed have becom

e our fate . Even w
hat 

w
e as a society have done to environ-

m
ent by our acts prove that w

e are 
becom

ing uncivilized. The conditions 
of our forests, w

ater bodies, gardens, 
m

ountains and nearby surrounding 
aptly prove the above veracity. If you 

continually pollute your house and let 
it becom

e dirty and allow
 roaches and 

bacteria to live in it, then how
 can you 

live in that house? You w
ill just be sick. 

The sam
e goes for the environm

ent. It 
is therefore logical for us to take care 
of the environm

ent. W
e need to revive 

the good old tim
es of sense of secu-

rity and care for our surroundings.”
Even the em

inent personalities are 
not satisfied w

ith the direction w
e are 

taking as the society.
R

iyaz Choudary, social activist gets 
nostalgic about past glorious tim

es of 
K

ashm
ir as he spent prim

e of his
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Dog sterilization program
 to resum

e in 
Srinagar City: SM

C Com
m

issioner
Directs for closure of open garbage points in city

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB
 15: Com

m
issioner of 

Srinagar M
unicipal Corporation (SM

C), R
i-

yaz A
hm

ad W
ani along w

ith the senior of-
ficers of the corporationsThursday review

ed 
the progress of various functions in his of-
ficer cham

bers here at Central O
ffice K

aran 
N

agar.
B

esides takin
g certain decision

s and 
passing on various directions on beautifica-
tion of city, clearance of footpaths, intensi-
fying anti-encroachm

ents drives in the city; 
the m

ajor thrust w
as tackling of dog m

en-
ace in the City.

Various directions w
ith regard to tack-

ling of dog m
enace w

ere passed on during
TU

R
N

 O
N

 PA
G

E | 6
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Independence Day

LG Sinha Salutes 
Soaring Tricolour, Vows 

Terror-Free J&K
Extends Greetings, Reaffi  rms Resolve for Peace in J&K

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha has greeted the people of J&K UT on 

the occasion of 79th Independence Day. In 
a message, the Lieutenant Governor wrote:

“My dear brothers and sisters of Jammu 
Kashmir,

On the sacred occasion of our 79th Inde-
pendence Day, I convey my heartiest greet-
ings and good wishes to all of you. This is a 
day we salute our tricolor and feel pride in 
watching it fly high in the sky. I also join 
every citizen in paying homage to all the 
freedom fighters and founding fathers of 
the nation, who made great sacrifices to 
realize the dream of an Independent India. 

On this momentous occasion, let us sol-
emnly remember all the martyrs. The re-
membrance of their martyrdom will for-
ever live on in our hearts. Their sacrifices 

have left a lasting impression that 
transcends time and will always in-
spire us. I pay tribute to civilian 
martyrs, who were brutally killed by 
Pakistan-backed terrorists in Pahal-
gam on April 22.

While the country is celebrating 
the festival of Independence, my heart 
also goes out to the families affected 
by cloudburst in Chashoti, Kishtwar. 
I am devastated by this natural calam-
ity and express my condolences to 
the bereaved families. We are work-
ing with the Whole of Government 

Approach to bring the situation under con-
trol and provide all the necessary assistance 
to the affected families.

Today, on this auspicious day of Indepen-
dence, I offer my heartfelt gratitude to our 
armed forces, the CAPFs and Jammu Kash-
mir Police whose eternal vigil and protection 
of every citizen under challenging circum-
stances have ushered in peace enabling all 
of us to work towards future progress, 
prosperity and inclusive development of 
this beautiful Union Territory. 

Over 50 dead, 200 missing
 As Cloudburst In Kishtwar Triggers Flash Flood

LG Sinha speaks
 to HM, briefs 

him on Rescue, 
Relief Ops

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha spoke to the Home 
Minister Amit Shah and briefed 
him about the on-going Rescue and 
Relief Operations. The Union Home 

Minister has assured all possible 
assistance, an official spokesman 
said here. 
Notably, a tragic cloudburst inci-
dent has occurred in the Chashoti 
area of Kishtwar District on Thurs-
day.
The Lieutenant Governor is con-
stantly monitoring the situation. 
He has directed the officials of Civil 
Administration, Police, Army, NDRF 
and State Disaster Response Forc-
es to strengthen the rescue and re-

lief operations and ensure all pos-
sible assistance is provided to the 
affected persons.
Rescue and Relief Operations are 
in full swing. Men and machinery 
have been put at the site. Other 
teams have also been rushed and 
the Air Force has been alerted for 
evacuation.
The Lieutenant Governor has ex-
tended his heartfelt condolences 
to the families who have lost 

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: A massive cloudburst hit Kishtwar 
district on Thursday leaving at least 50 persons 
dead and 120 injured. Over 200 people are reported 
missing.

The cloudburst hit Chasothi area in Kishtwar 
this afternoon. 

An official said, “The rescue operations were 
launched immediately and the death toll could rise 
as many people remained displaced. Massive search 
efforts are underway.”

Following the cloudburst the flash flood struck 
the Chashoti area in Kishtwar, a key point along 
the route of the annual Machail Mata Yatra. The 
pilgrimage, which began on July 25 and is scheduled 
to continue until September 5, draws thousands 
of devotees each year to the revered Chandi Mata 
temple in Machail, located in the remote Paddar 
Valley.

“So far, 50 bodies have been recovered. Nearly 
120 are injured, and around 200 are still missing. 
Rescue teams are facing difficulty due to damaged 

roads, but operations are continuing round the 
clock,” the official said, adding that the property 
worth crores including vehicles and residential 
structures have been damaged.

Officials said the disaster washed away 10 hous-
es, four temples, four government offices, and a 
bridge that was crowded with pilgrims.

Situation being 
monitored closely: 

PM Modi
SRINAGAR: The Prime Minister Nar-

endra Modi on Thursday expressed heart-
felt thoughts and prayers for those who 
have been affected by the cloudburst and 
flooding in Kishtwar district of Jammu 
and Kashmir.
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DC Kathua chairs maiden 
meeting on Vibrant Village 

Programme 2.0
KATHUA: Deputy Commissioner Kathua, Rajesh Sharma, 

chaired the maiden meeting to review the implementation of 
the Vibrant Village Programme (VVP) 2.0 in the district.

Additional District Development Commissioner Kathua Su-
rinder Mohan, Additional Deputy Commissioner Kathua 
Vishavjeet Singh, Chief Planning Officer Ranjit Thakur, As-
sistant Commissioner Development Akhil Sadotra and other 
concerned officers attended the meeting.

It was informed that six border villages in Block Marheen 
have been identified under the programme. Village Nodal Of-
ficers have been appointed for each village to oversee execution, 
coordination and monitoring of activities.

The meeting discussed preparing a Convergence Plan based 
on thematic survey findings to ensure saturation of eligible 
schemes. A gap analysis will be conducted to address shortfalls 
in infrastructure, services and beneficiary coverage.

SDM Hiranagar has been designated District Nodal Officer 
for VVP 2.0. He informed that all four basic indicators in the 
identified villages are already saturated, providing a founda-
tion for further development.

The Deputy Commissioner directed Village Nodal Officers 
to maximise coverage of centrally sponsored schemes and work 
closely with line departments to improve livelihoods, con-
nectivity, education, health and civic amenities. He stressed 
the importance of community participation in making border 
villages vibrant, self-reliant and better integrated with main-
stream development.

An action plan will be implemented in a time-bound manner 
to achieve VVP 2.0 objectives in Kathua district.

DDC Reasi reviews 
progress of financial 
inclusion and social 

security schemes
 REASI: District Development Commissioner Reasi Nidhi 

Malik chaired a meeting to review implementation of financial 
inclusion and social security schemes in the district.

Schemes reviewed included Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yo-
jana, RuPay Debit Card distribution, Pradhan Mantri Suraksha 
Bima Yojana, Building and Other Construction Workers Wel-
fare Scheme, Marriage Assistance Scheme and Smart Kisan 
Credit Card (KCC).

The DDC directed the Lead District Manager and Cluster 
Head to expedite issuance of RuPay Debit Cards and Smart 
KCC Cards and to hold joint awareness camps with agro and 
allied departments to ensure saturation of the Smart KCC 
scheme.

On the JKBOCWWB Welfare Scheme, the DDC instructed 
the Assistant Labour Commissioner to bridge the gap between 
registered and active workers and to coordinate with BDOs 
and JEs for more registrations. She also called on the District 
Social Welfare Officer to intensify outreach for the Marriage 
Assistance Scheme.

She urged all departments to coordinate efforts to improve 
coverage and effectiveness of these schemes. The meeting was 
attended by CPO Reasi Narinder Kumar, the LDM, representa-
tives of J&K Bank, DSWO, ALC and other officers.

DC Doda chairs
 CLU meeting, reviews

 14 land use cases
DODA: Deputy Commissioner Doda, Harvinder Singh chaired 

a meeting of the Change of Land Use (CLU) Committee to review 
applications received from across the district.

A total of 14 cases were discussed to ensure compliance with 
the Land Revenue Acts and other regulations. The DC stressed 
transparent and time-bound processing of CLU applications 
to promote planned development and prevent unauthorised 
land conversion.

He directed departments to expedite verification, maintain 
proper documentation and improve inter-departmental coor-
dination. He also highlighted the need to balance development 
with environmental sustainability and protection of agricul-
tural land.

Officers from the Revenue Department, Engineering wing 
and other line departments provided inputs on the pending 
and approved applications.

The meeting was attended by the CEO Bhaderwah Develop-
ment Authority, ACR Doda, DFO Doda/Bhaderwah, CAO Doda, 
Deputy Director Employment Doda, concerned Tehsildars, 
XENs and revenue officials.

Sea of Tricolour
 in Kathua: District 

administration leads 
grand Tiranga rally

KATHUA: District Administration Kathua, 
led by Deputy Commissioner Rajesh Sharma, 
organised a Tiranga Rally at the district head-

quarters as part of the Har Ghar Tiranga cam-
paign to mark the 79th Independence Day.

Students, security personnel, senior citizens, 
women and youth participated in large numbers, 
creating a vibrant display of unity and patrio-
tism. The rally was flagged off by DC Rajesh 
Sharma from the Sports Stadium Kathua and 
passed through key points in the town.

Participants carried the national flag while 
chanting “Bharat Mata ki Jai” and “Vande 
Mataram.” Residents, shopkeepers and passers-
by joined in, adding to the patriotic spirit.

Addressing the gathering, the DC commend-
ed the citizens’ participation and thanked se-
curity forces, students and civil society members 
for their support. He said the rally symbolised 
respect for the Tricolour and reflected the deep-
rooted patriotic sentiment in Kathua.

The Har Ghar Tiranga campaign, part of the 
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, aims to encourage 
citizens to hoist the national flag at home, fos-
tering pride in the national identity.

The rally concluded at the Sports Stadium 
with cultural performances by school children, 
including songs, dances and skits on unity and 
sacrifice.

DIG Udhampur–Reasi 
Range and DC fl ag 

off  mega Tiranga rally
 in Udhampur

UDHAMPUR: District Administration Ud-
hampur organised a mega Tiranga rally under 
the Har Ghar Tiranga campaign, jointly flagged 

off by DIG Udhampur–Reasi Range, Sarah 
Rizvi, and Deputy Commissioner Udhampur, 
Saloni Rai, from the mini stadium, Town Hall, 
Udhampur.

DDC Chairperson Udhampur Lal Chand, Ad-
ditional District Development Commissioner 
Rajinder Singh, DDC members, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner Prem Singh, PO Poshan 
Subash Dogra, GM DIC Kishore Singh Katoch, 
Assistant Commissioner Revenue Dr Umesh 
Shan, other district officers, prominent citizens, 
civil society members, students and the public 
attended the event.

Hundreds of school children, staff members, 
civil and police officials and citizens carried 
the National Flag and chanted patriotic slogans. 
A 1,600-metre-long Tricolour symbolising 
unity and national pride was carried by par-
ticipants through Bus Stand, MH Chowk, 
Devika, Shiv Nagar and Dak Bungalow, culmi-
nating at Tiranga Junction, Omarah Morh.

Addressing the gathering, the DDC Chairper-
son and Deputy Commissioner said the rally 
aimed to spread awareness about Har Ghar 
Tiranga and emphasised celebrating Indepen-
dence Day with patriotic spirit while honouring 
martyrs, freedom fighters and the contributions 
of the nation’s founders.

District administration 
Reasi organises 

Tiranga rally at world’s 
highest Chenab 
Railway Bridge

REASI: District Administration Reasi organ-
ised a Tiranga Rally at the world’s highest rail 
bridge – the Chenab Bridge – as part of the 
nationwide Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign 2025. 
The event was held under the supervision of 
Deputy Commissioner Reasi Ms Nidhi Malik.

Students, youth, prominent citizens and of-
ficials participated, carrying the Tricolour 
across the Chenab Bridge and creating an at-
mosphere of patriotism against its scenic back-
drop. DC Reasi Nidhi Malik said the Chenab 
Bridge, a symbol of engineering achievement 
and national pride, reflects the spirit of unity. 
She said the rally at this historic site demon-
strates the commitment of the people of Reasi 
to national ideals and urged residents to ensure 
every home hoists the Tricolour under the Har 
Ghar Tiranga campaign.

The event concluded with patriotic slogans 
echoing through the Chenab valley. SDM Tariq 
Aziz, the concerned ZEO and officials from the 
administration and police were present.

Divisional Commissioner Jammu
 inaugurates exhibition on partition horrors 

remembrance day at Abhinav Theatre
FE NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Divisional Commissioner 
Jammu Ramesh Kumar inaugurated an 
exhibition on “Partition Horrors Remem-
brance Day” at Abhinav Theatre, depict-
ing the immense human tragedy of India’s 

1947 Partition.
Deepika Sharma, Secretary, Department 

of Culture; Sonali Arun Gupta, Addi-
tional Secretary, JKAACL; Dr. Javaid 
Rahi, Divisional Head, JKAACL Jammu 
and Dr. Nitin Sharma, Faculty, Depart-
ment of Law, University of Jammu were 
present.

The inauguration was followed by a 
commemorative programme on the Par-
tition horrors attended by artists, writers 
and intellectuals. The event was organised 
by the Jammu and Kashmir Academy of 

Art, Culture and Languages under the 
aegis of the Department of Culture, 
Jammu and Kashmir.

A documentary on the tragedies of Par-
tition was screened at K.L. Saigal Hall, 
recalling the plight, trauma and suffering 
endured by people during the period.

In his address, the Divisional Commis-
sioner said the tragedy of Partition con-
tinues to haunt the nation. He noted that 
in Jammu and Kashmir, the POJK dis-
placed persons and West Pakistani refu-
gees were among the worst affected com-
munities, many of whom still face the 
consequences of Partition.

He assured that the Government is mak-
ing all efforts to alleviate their hardships. 
On preserving cultural heritage, he in-
formed that a museum is being established 
at Nagrota, Jammu to showcase the rich 

traditions of POJK displaced communi-
ties.

In the keynote address, Dr. Nitin Shar-
ma discussed the challenges faced by 
displaced and migrant communities, 
highlighting their struggles, resilience 
and contributions despite deep losses.

The exhibition featured 45 slides 
covering themes such as the 
violence in Bengal intensified 
by H.S. Suhrawardy, accused of 
inciting the 1946 Calcutta riots 
and Noakhali massacres; Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s peace marches 
in Bengal and the role of Dr. 
Syama Prasad Mookerjee in 
ensuring West Bengal remained 
part of India, among other his-
torical narratives.

In her welcome address, Sonali 
Arun Gupta said the objective 
of the exhibition is to highlight 
one of the greatest human trag-

edies in history, which displaced nearly 
20 million people and claimed the lives 
of 12-15 lakh innocents, particularly in 
Punjab and Bengal. She reiterated that 
the aim of the programme was to recall 
this painful chapter and its enduring 
lessons.

Dr. Javaid Rahi presented the vote of 
thanks on behalf of the Secretary, JKAA-
CL, acknowledging the contributions of 
all dignitaries, participants and attendees 
in making the event a meaningful tribute 
to the victims and survivors of Partition.

Stakeholders meeting on Poultry 
Dressing Units, Waste Management 

SOPs held at SMC Hq.
SRINAGAR, AUGUST 14: On the directions 

of Commissioner SMC, a meeting on the 
Poultry Dressing Units, and Waste Manage-
ment SOPs was today held under the chair-
personship of Joint Commissioner (Adm) 
Srinagar Municipal Corporation (SMC), 
Nuzhat Qureshi.

Meeting discussed threadbare supply of 
clean, hygienic, and wholesome poultry 
meat in Srinagar. Adherence to Solid Waste 
Management SOPs also came under discus-
sion on the occasion.

Joint Commissioner (Adm) instructed for 
strict Implementation of uniform hygiene, 
sanitation, and biosecurity protocols across 
all poultry dressing units, with clear inspec-
tion checklists and standard operating 
procedures.

“Waste-management practices must be 
strengthened, including segregation at 
source, proper disposal, and regular moni-
toring,” she added.

During the meeting, Joint commissioner 
said that a coordinated framework will be 
established for timely information sharing, 
grievance redressal, and rapid response to 
non-compliance.

She said public awareness campaigns will 
be launched on safe handling, storage, and 

cooking of poultry products to protect con-
sumer health.

In order to ensure proper hygiene and 
waste management, Qureshi assured sched-
uling regular training sessions for workers 
and farmers on hygiene, safety, and waste-
management best practices.

Attendees agreed on strengthened waste-

management compliance, enhanced coor-
dination among traders, farmers, and au-
thorities, besides public awareness initiatives 
to safeguard public health and the integ-
rity of Srinagar’s poultry supply chain.

Municipal Veterinary Officer and senior 
officers of SMC, besides representatives of 
the Poultry Retail Dealers Association and 
the Urban Poultry Farmers Association, 
among other stakeholders attended the 
meeting.

Rana pays tributes to Hazrat
 Mian Bashir Ahmed Larvi

POONCH: A solemn and dignified com-
memorative programme was held in 
Poonch to mark the 4th death anniver-
sary of the revered spiritual luminary, 

Hazrat Mian Bashir Ahmed Larvi (RA).
The event was organised by Halla Bol-

lé, drawing a large gathering of scholars, 
community leaders and admirers of the 
late spiritual leader.

Javed Ahmed Rana, Minister for Jal 
Shakti, Forest, Ecology & Environment 

and Tribal Affairs, attended the event as 
the chief guest and paid rich tributes to 
Mian Bashir Larvi.

In his address, the Minister hailed Mian 

Sahib as a towering spiritual figure and 
an unwavering champion of humanity, 
compassion and social justice.

“Mian Bashir Sahib was not just a reli-
gious leader, but a beacon of hope for the 
oppressed and a tireless advocate for 
dignity and equality,” Rana said. “His 

life was a testament to the power of self-
less service and his legacy continues to 
inspire the generations to walk the path 
of righteousness, compassion and unity.”

He emphasized the enduring rel-
evance of Mian Bashir’s message in 
today’s times, urging the society to 
draw strength from his teachings 
and values.

“In an era of division and uncer-
tainty, his vision of inclusive har-
mony and empowerment remains 
more important than ever,” he 
added. The event was attended by 
Administrator Zia Ul Uloom, Mau-
lana Syed A. Habib, historian and 
columnist K.D. Maini, Advocates 
Mahroof Khan, Zaman Mir, Nazir 
Choudhary and Taj Mir, Editor of 
Halla Bollé Dr. Zamurrad Mughal, 
Chairman of Sarimastaan Founda-
tion Ch. Muhammad Asad Noomani, 
Dr. Anwar Khan, Haroon Rathore, 
Sardar Surjan Singh and Mohammad 
Sayeed, among others.

Attendees reflected on Mian Bashir 
Ahmed Larvi’s monumental contributions 
to spiritual life, community upliftment 
and social harmony.

The gathering collectively resolved to 
carry forward the values of peace, service 
and justice that defined his life.

He said that the 
atmosphere of festivity
 and celebration joined in 
by all around the area is a 
very heartening sight. 
It is always a pleasure to
 be part of such spiritual 
gatherings.
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HANDWARA: Minister for Health 
and Medical Education, Sakeena 
Itoo, visited Natnosa, Handwara and 
undertook comprehensive inspection 
of site identified for construction of 
Government Medical College (GMC) 
Handwara.

Advisor to Chief Minister, Nasir 
Aslam Wani; MLA Trehgam, Mir 

Saifullah; MLA Karnah Javid Ahmad 
Mirchal; MLA Langate, Sheikh 
Khursheed; Secretary Health and 
Medical Education, Dr. Syed Abid 
Rasheed Shah; ADDC Kupwara, Chief 
Engineer, KPDCL, Chief Engineer Jal 
Shakti, Chief Engineer R&B, Principal 
GMC Handwara, ADC Handwara, 
Medical Superintendent District 
Hospital and other district and sectoral 
officers accompanied the Minister 
during the visit.

During the visit, the Minister 
conducted an on-ground inspection 
to evaluate the site’s accessibility, 
topography and suitability for large-
scale medical infrastructure.

Interacting with different officers 
on the occasion, the Minister said 
that the establishment of GMC in 
Handwara will be a transformative 
development in terms of healthcare 
landscape of the region. “A Government 

Medical College here will not only 
provide advanced healthcare services 
to our people but will also create new 
avenues for medical education and 
employment. Our aim is to ensure that 
the location chosen is ideal in terms of 
patient access, medical logistics and 
future expansion,” she said.

The Minister also interacted with 
the local residents, during the visit, to 
gather their views and ensure that the 

project aligns with the local community 
needs.

The officials present on the 
occasion briefed the Minister about 
the preliminary surveys and other 
statutory requirements needed for 
the project.

Later, the Minister also held a 
meeting at Dak Banglow Kupwara 
to finalize the requirements for timely 
construction of GMC Handwara at 
the newly identified site at Natnosa.

Advisor to Chief Minister, 
Nasir Aslam Wani; MLA Trehgam, 
Mir Saifullah; MLA Karnah Javid 
Ahmad Mirchal; MLA Kupwara, 
Mir Mohammad Fayaz; MLA Lolab, 
Qaysir Jamsheed Lone; MLA Langate, 
Sheikh Khursheed; Secretary Health 
and Medical Education, Dr. Syed Abid 
Rasheed Shah; Deputy Commissioner 
Kupwara, Shrikant Balasaheb Suse; 
Chief Engineer, KPDCL, Chief Engineer 

Jal Shakti, Chief Engineer R&B, Principal 
GMC Handwara and other district 
officers were also present in the 
meeting.

Speaking during the meeting, 
the Minister underlined that GMC 
Handwara is a prestigious project and 
all the stakeholders need to work in 
tandem for timely construction of the 
project. She directed the officers of 
concerned departments to expedite 
technical evaluation reports and submit 
a comprehensive project report within 
weeks time. She also asked the Chief 
Engineers of Jal Shakti and KPDCL 
to make necessary arrangements 
regarding electricity and water supply 
for this prestigious project.

The Minister also highlighted that 
the existing site of GMC Handwara, 
selected by previous administration, 
was not feasible as it was flood prone. 
She added that enquiry has already 
been initiated regarding selection of 
the earlier site for construction of this 
project which has led to a significant 
loss to government exchequer.

During the meeting, the Minister 
also highlighted that in an earlier 
meeting with MLAs of Kupwara 
district regarding the change of site 
for GMC Handwara, it was decided 
that the Natnosa will be feasible 
for construction of this project and 
accordingly necessary formalities 
were carried out. She asked the 
MLAs of Kupwara district to work in 
coordination so that this prestigious 
project can be taken to its logical end, 
benefitting the people of this frontier 
district.

The Minister, further said that 
the new site at Natnosa is central to 
Kupwara district and will be accessible 
to people of all frontier areas like 
Karnah, Lolab, Keran and other areas 
of the district.

FE News Network

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir is set 
to celebrate the 79th Independence Day 
under a three-tier security cover on Friday.

Officials said, that the main official 
event in Kashmir will be held at Bakshi 
Stadium in Srinagar, while M A Stadium 
will host the central function in Jammu.

Celebrations are scheduled at all district 
and block headquarters, government 
offices, and educational institutions, they 
said, adding that public representatives, 
Deputy Commissioners, and members of 
Panchayati Raj Institutions will hoist the 
national flag at various administrative 
levels, including sub-districts, tehsils, 
and panchayats.

To ensure the smooth conduct of the 
events, authorities have implemented 
heightened security across the Union 
Territory.

A senior police officer said that both 
manpower and technology will be deployed 
to prevent any untoward incidents.

High-rise buildings around the main 
venues in Srinagar and Jammu have been 
secured by sharpshooters from the Police, 

CRPF and other forces, he said.
The officials said that these locations 

remain under constant observation, with 
drone surveillance being carried out to 
monitor the ground situation.

In Srinagar, detailed checks and identity 
verifications are being conducted on roads 
and highways, the officials added.

Security forces are carrying out random 
frisking of commuters and vehicles. Similar 
arrangements have been made in Jammu, 

where multiple security layers are in place 
at key points.

Officials in Jammu said coordination 
between various security agencies is 
ongoing to maintain order. People have 
been urged to cooperate with security 
personnel for the safety of all.

Security has also been stepped up 
in border areas, particularly in North 
Kashmir sectors like Gurez, Uri, Karnah, 
and Tangdhar, as well as in the Sunderbani 

sector of Jammu.
Along the International Border in 

Jammu, BSF personnel are conducting 
regular patrols and using digital surveillance 
tools to maintain constant vigilance.

The officials said surveillance and 
patrolling along the Line of Control (LoC) 
have been intensified. Forces remain on 
alert to respond to any infiltration attempts 
or ceasefire violations.

The Army has employed smart fencing 
and robotic surveillance systems in difficult 
terrains to ensure continuous monitoring.

Quadcopters and drones with night 
vision and high-resolution capabilities are 
being used to gather real-time intelligence.

Troops have access to bulletproof and 
all-terrain vehicles for quick movement 
in mountainous regions.

Security personnel are also 
undergoing training exercises simulating 
potential threats to improve operational 
preparedness.

The officials have appealed to the 
public to participate in the Independence 
Day events and assured them that all 
necessary arrangements are in place for 
their safety—(KNO)

3-tier security cover in 
place for 79th Independence

 Day celebrations in J&K  
Sharpshooters, drones, patrols deployed at main venues, 

forces on alert along LoC, International Border

Sakeena Itoo visits Natnosa Handwara, 
inspects site for construction of GMC

Javid Dar attends 
virtual meeting with 
Union Minister of 
Agriculture & 
Farmers Welfare

FE News Network

SRINAGAR: Minister for Agriculture 
Production Department, Rural Development 
Department, and Panchayati Raj, Javid Ahmad 
Dar, attended a virtual meeting with the 
Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare, Shivraj Singh Chouhan.

The meeting focused on crucial agricultural 
issues, including fertilizer availability, crop 
loss or damage and initiatives like Viksit 
Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan and National Mission 
of Natural Farming.

The Union Minister emphasized the 
importance of providing fertilizers to 
farmers in a timely manner, ensuring they 
don't suffer due to market shortages. Strict 
action will be taken against those involved 
in black marketing of fertilizers, seeds and 
pesticides, he added.

He asked the Principal Secretaries to 
motivate the farmers to adopt natural/
organic farming practices. He also directed 
for collecting accurate data on crop damage 
through proper surveys to ensure timely 
compensation for farmers.

The Union Minister stressed that the  
approved fertilizer list will be published to 
inform the farmers about the substandard 
fertilizers.

He nvited all the Agricultural Ministers 
of States to participate in the upcoming Rabi 
Conference to be held at on September 15th 
and 16th, 2025.The meeting was attended by 
Principal Secretary Agriculture Production 
Department, Shailendra Kumar, Director 
Agriculture Kashmir, Sartaj Ahmad Shah 
and other senior officers.

Satish Sharma launches Mascot, Logo, Anthem, Jerseys for Khelo India Water Sports Festival 2025

Chief Secretary reviews 
implementation of IRS in J&K

FE News Network

SRINAGAR: In a decisive step towards 
strengthening the disaster preparedness 
and response, Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo, 
chaired a high-level meeting to review the 
implementation of Incident Response System 
(IRS) in Jammu and Kashmir.

Pertinently, the IRS is a structured and 
standardized mechanism aimed at replacing 
the ad-hoc measures with a well-coordinated, 
accountable and efficient disaster response 
framework.

The meeting was attended by Principal 
Secretary, DMRR&R; Principal Secretary, 
PWD; Director General, Fire & Emergency 
Services; Commissioner Secretaries of FCS&CA 
and Information Department; Secretary, 
Transport; Director, Information; DG, Codes; 
DG, Budget and other senior officers while 
Deputy Commissioners from across the UT 
joined virtually.

Speaking on the occasion, the Chief Secretary 
underscored the critical importance of resource 
mapping at the district level. He directed the 
Disaster Management Department to provide 
necessary formats and guidelines to facilitate 
the process.

Highlighting the UT’s vulnerability to natural 
and anthropogenic disasters, he called for full 
operational readiness through regular mock 
drills, periodic assessments and seamless 
coordination to ensure timely and effective 
response during emergencies.

Principal Secretary, DMRR&R, Chandraker 
Bharti, informed that the primary objective of 
the IRS is to establish a unified chain of command 
and clearly defined roles for disaster response 
teams to minimize loss of life and property. 
He noted that the system comprises of trained 
composite teams capable of handling all aspects 
of disaster response, thereby enhancing the 
accountability and operational efficiency.

About the key milestones in IRS 
implementation, it was revealed that a UT-
level notification was issued on June 24, 2025, 

assigning roles and responsibilities to the 
Incident Response Team.

Further a one-day workshop was held on 
July 18, 2025, in Srinagar, for the officers to 
familiarize them with their roles under IRS 
which also saw the launch of an IRS handbook 
designating in detail the mechanism, the 
roles and responsibilities for each of them. 
Additionally, the district-level training sessions 
are scheduled across Kashmir and Jammu 
divisions from August 19 to October 6, 2025.

Moreover, the National Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA) guidelines were circulated to 
the District Disaster Management Authorities 
(DDMAs) and concerned departments.

With respect to the key IRS Designations 
in J&K, the meeting was apprised that the 
Chief Secretary had been designated as a 
Responsible Officer Administrative Secretary, 
Power Development Department (Incident 
Commander), Director General of Police 
(Operations Section Chief), Administrative 
Secretary, DMRR&R (Planning Section Chief) 
and Divisional Commissioners (Logistics Section 
Chief for respective Divisions).

On account of the effective implementation, 
it was laid out that notification of IRS structure 
at divisional and district level are going to be 
done soon in consultation with the DDMAs 
and NDRF.

It was added that the focus is on sensitizing 
the concerned DDMAs to notify IRS structures 
at divisional and district levels, frame Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOPs) for system 
activation, convene monthly meetings of 
Incident Response Teams, conduct regular 
mock drills, audit and update resources on the 
IDRN portal, and ensure mandatory training 
and role-awareness sessions for all designated 
officers.

The Department of Disaster Management, 
Relief, Rehabilitation & Reconstruction 
(DMRR&R) remains committed towards fostering 
a resilient and disaster-ready Jammu and Kashmir 
through structured systems, capacity building 
and community engagement.

Minister Sakeena Itoo conducts 

surprise inspection of SDH Pattan
FE News Network

PATTAN: Minister for Health and Medical 
Education, Sakeena Itoo, conducted surprise 
inspection of Sub-District Hospital (SDH) Pattan 
to review the healthcare facilities available 
there for the general public.

Advisor to Chief Minister, Nasir Aslam Wani 
also accompanied the Minister during the 
surprise inspection.During the inspection, the 
Minister minutely assessed different sections 
of the hospital including OPD, Casualty ward 
and other units. She also inspected the drug 
store, pharmacy and other critical sections of 
the hospital.Interacting with the doctors and 
other staff, the Minister took detailed inputs 
from them about the facilities available and 
the scope for uplifting the necessary facilities. 

She directed them to provide 24x7 healthcare 
services to public at the hospital and the duty 
roster should be duly followed so that there 
is no inconvenience to public.

During the visit, the Minister also engaged 
with the locals, patients and their attendants 
during the inspection to gather first-hand 
insights about the services available at the 
hospital.

FE News Network

SRINAGAR: Minister for Youth Services 
and Sports, Satish Sharma and Member of 
Legislative Assembly (MLA), Zadibal, Tanvir 
Sadiq, on Thursday released the logo, mascot, 
anthem, jingle and jerseys for the athletes 
and support staff, volunteers and officials 
of the first-ever Khelo India Water Sports 
Festival 2025.

In a historic first, the Khelo India Water 
Sports Festival 2025 is being hosted by Jammu 
and Kashmir on the pristine water of the 
Dal Lake in Srinagar from August 21 to 23.

Himalayan Kingfisher inspires the 
vibrant mascot of the Khelo India Water 
Sports Festival 2025. Swift, fearless and at 
home on the water, it embodies the spirit 
of adventure, nature and competition on 
Dal Lake. With its bold orange and blue, 
it represents energy, tranquility and the 
beauty of Kashmir. More than a symbol, 
it’s the festival’s ambassador, promoting 
eco-friendly sports, tourism and youth 
engagement nationwide.

The Khelo India Water Sports Festival logo 
captures the essence of Kashmir, featuring 
a Shikara gliding on Dal Lake, framed by 
snow-capped mountains and pine trees. 

Its calm reflections mirror the beauty of 
Kashmir while the Khelo India colours unite 
tradition, nature and the energy of sport.

The anthem and jingles for the Khelo 
India Water Sports Festival 2025 celebrate 
the region’s breathtaking beauty, youthful 
energy and spirit of sportsmanship. These 
blends Kashmiri, Urdu and Hindi verses to 
showcase Dal Lake’s shimmering waters, 
the colourful stories cradled in Kashmir 
and the cultural charm of the region. The 
lyrics evoke pride and unity, sporting a 
caravan of dreams that inspire athletes to 
turn their aspirations into reality. The tracks 
fuse soulful imagery with uplifting beats, 
creating an anthem that mirrors the beauty, 
passion, and togetherness of the games.

Speaking on the occasion, the Minister, 
who also performed the host city activation 
of the event, said that the 800 athletes and 
hundreds of other visiting officials from 
28 states and eight union territories, who 
would participate in the Khelo India Water 
Sports Festival would return as the brand 
ambassadors of Jammu and Kashmir. He 
said that hosting of the first-ever Khelo 
India Water Sports Festival will go a long 
way in promoting not just sports but also 
tourism in Jammu and Kashmir.

Speaking on the occasion, MLA Zadibal, 
Tanvir Sadiq, said that hosting major event 
like Khelo India Water Sports Festival will 
help in uplifting the economy of the region, 
besides promoting sports and tourism.

The Khelo India Winter Sports Games 
have already crowned Gulmarg as India's 
winter sports capital. With the launch of the 
Khelo India Water Sports Festival on Dal Lake, 
we are set to redefine the region's sports 
landscape and establish it as a national water 
sports hub," Sadiq said, proudly highlighting 

the significance of this moment for Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Earlier, while briefing the dignitaries 
about the Khelo India Water Sports Festival, 
Commissioner Secretary Social Welfare 
and Youth Services and Sports, Sarmad 
Hafeez said the different stakeholders like 
the hoteliers, shikarawalas, travel agents 
and various departments had been roped 
in to make the event a success.

Sarmad Hafeez said that the festival 
would showcase the diverse culture of 

Jammu and Kashmir, including Kashmiri, 
Gujjar and Bakerwal, Dard Shina and Dogri. 
He said that the registrations for the event 
were being done by the Sports Authority 
of India (SAI) while Doordarshan would 
provide live coverage.

Secretary J&K Sports Council, Nuzhat 
Gul, presented the vote of thanks.

Pertinently, the maiden Khelo India Water 
Sports Festival, 2025, will be inaugurated in 
Dal Lake on August 21. This marks a proud 
moment for Jammu and Kashmir, bringing 
national sports attention to Dal Lake and 
its athletes.

 The event will present a unique 
opportunity to showcase Kashmir’s diverse 
charm on a national platform and transform 
into a grand celebration of local tourism, 
handicrafts, art and culture.

All concerned departments including 
Tourism, Power Development Department 
(PDD), Jal Shakti, Traffic, Hospitality and 
Protocol, Civil Aviation, 

Airports Authority, Lakes and Waterways 
Management Authority (LCMA), Handicrafts 
and Handloom, State Disaster Response Force 
(SDRF), Health, and Fire and Emergency 
Services have been instructed to deliver their 
responsibilities with the highest standards 

of efficiency.
Kashmir, which has already hosted 

all five editions of the Khelo India Winter 
Games, is ready with robust arrangements to 
welcome around 800 athletes and officials 
from 28 states and eight Union Territories, 
competing across five water sports disciplines 
over the three days event.

The competitions will include 
Kayaking, Canoeing and Rowing, along 
with demonstration sports such as Dragon 
Boat, Water Skiing and a unique Shikara 
Race. Besides, Coordination Committees 
have been formed for various functional 
areas, with a dedicated State Liaison Officer 
(SLO) assigned to each team for seamless 
facilitation.

An elaborate opening ceremony is set 
to feature a drone light show, traditional 
folk dances, celebrity performances and 
stalls showcasing local street cuisine, art, 
culture and Self-Help Group (SHG) products.

Being organised by the J&K Sports 
Council in collaboration with the Union 
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports and the 
Sports Authority of India (AI), the festival is 
poised to be a landmark event celebrating 
Kashmir’s natural beauty, adventure spirit 
and cultural richness.
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Dr. Satyawan Saurabh

79 years ago, when the clock struck mid-
night, history took a turn. A new era was 
born from the womb of darkness. This coun-
try, bound in the shackles of slavery, sud-

denly bathed in the sunshine of freedom. 
The tricolour fluttered not only on the 
ramparts of the Red Fort, but also in the 
hearts of crores of people. That day was not 
only the proclamation of political freedom, 
but also the beginning of the restoration of 
self-respect, self-reliance and self-confidence. 
But today, when India has entered the 69th 
year of its independence, we have to ask 
this question - have we preserved that free-
dom only as a memory or have we resolved 
to turn it into the strongest power in the 
world?

The value of freedom is measured not 
only in history books but in everyday life. 
When a farmer sows seeds in his field believ-
ing that he will reap the rewards of his hard 
work, when a student dreams in school that 
he can scale new heights in science, litera-
ture, art or sports, when a woman fear-
lessly steps out of her home - only then the 
true meaning of freedom is realized.

India today is the world’s largest democ-
racy, with a population of over 140 million. 
This number is not a mere statistic but a 
living energy. This energy, if channelled 
and given the right vision, can make us the 
strongest and most respected nation in the 

world. We are the fifth largest economy, 
and have unparalleled strengths in science, 
technology, space research and cultural 
heritage. Yet, to assume that we have already 
reached a world-leadership position will be 
the greatest impediment to our progress.

Today’s power does not mean only win-
ning on the battlefield. True power lies with 
a nation that is economically self-reliant, a 
leader in technological innovation, an ex-
ample in environmental protection and 
gives a new direction to the world by con-

necting with its cultural roots. India will 
have to prove in the coming years that it 
can not only protect its borders but also 
become a center of balance and peace for 
the entire world.

Education should be our top priority. 
Going beyond mere literacy, we must create 
a system of knowledge, skills and research 
that enables our youth to compete in any 
corner of the world. It is essential to encour-
age a culture of innovation and research in 
schools and universities.

Second, we have to redefine self-reliance 
in both agriculture and industry. ‘Atmanirb-
har Bharat’ should not be just a slogan but 
a concrete policy that includes rural devel-
opment, urban technology and environ-
mental balance together. Only when our 
farmers get modern equipment, scientific 
farming methods and a guarantee of fair 
price in the market, the foundation of the 
country will be strong.

Third, in the defence sector, we must 
move beyond being an importer of foreign 
technology to becoming a leader in manu-
facturing indigenous weapons and systems. 
This will not only ensure our security, but 
will also give us recognition as an exporting 

nation in the defence industry.
Fourth, in the field of energy, we must 

reduce our dependence on fossil fuels and 
become leaders in solar, wind and bioen-
ergy. Leadership in clean energy will not 
only save our environment but will also 
give a secure future to the coming genera-
tions.

Fifth and most important, we must main-
tain social unity. Divisions based on religion, 
language, caste or region can become our 
biggest weakness. A nation becomes strong 

only when its citizens live the spirit of 
unity in diversity not just in books but in 
their behavior and decisions.

India has a unique civilisational capital—
a spirit of tolerance, compassion and coop-
eration. If we put these values at the centre 
of our policies and international relations, 
we can establish a global leadership that is 
driven not by force, but by trust and inspi-
ration.

This journey of 79 years teaches us that 
progress is not a momentary achievement 
but a continuous effort. The 24 spokes of 
the Ashoka Chakra remind us that the na-
tion’s progress should never stop. Today’s 
India is touching Mars and the Moon in 
science, raising its flag on the world stage 
in sports, and attracting the world towards 
itself in art and culture. But to make these 
successes permanent and widespread, we 
need a long-term vision and unwavering 
willpower.

On the 79th Independence Day, we should 
not limit ourselves to merely paying tribute 
to the sacrifices of our ancestors, but we 
must make those sacrifices meaningful 
through our actions and resolve. We must 
decide that in the remaining years of the 

21st century, India will not only remain a 
part of the world, but will become the pow-
er that will decide the direction of this cen-
tury.

When we hoist the tricolour, its saffron 
colour gives us the message of courage – 
courage not only in the battlefield, but also 
in making the right decisions, implement-
ing tough reforms and standing up against 
injustice. The white colour reminds us of 
truth and transparency, which are the soul 
of democracy. The green colour inspires us 
to move towards sustainable development, 
and the Ashoka Chakra gives us the message 

of being constantly dynamic.
It is time for India to take inspiration 

from its past, accept the challenges of the 
present and resolve to shape the future. We 
must believe that this is not just the devel-
opment of a nation, but the creation of a 
new direction for humanity. In this journey 
of 79 years, we have reached the threshold 
of world leadership – now we just have to 
take that step forward. India’s time is now.

Author is an Independent 
columnist and social analyst. 

He can be mailed at 
kavitaniketan333@gmail.com

79th I-Day: The Path to Unstoppable 
When Nature Strikes

The tragic cloudburst in Kishtwar, which has 
claimed at least 50 lives, left 120 injured, and 200 
others missing, is a grim reminder of the increasing 
vulnerability of Himalayan regions to extreme 
weather events. The flash floods swept away homes, 
temples, and other critical infrastructure. While 
rescue operations involving the Army, NDRF, and 
local authorities are commendable, this disaster 
underscores the urgent need for better disaster 
preparedness and climate resilience in ecologi-
cally fragile zones.

Kishtwar’s catastrophe is not an isolated incident. 
Over the past decade, similar tragedies have struck 
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, and other parts 
of UT. Climate scientists have long warned that 
rising temperatures are making cloudbursts and 
flash floods more frequent and intense. Yet, despite 
these warnings, infrastructure development and 
pilgrimage routes often lack adequate safeguards. 
The washed-out bridge and damaged roads in 
Chasothi highlight how poor planning exacerbates 
disasters, leaving rescue teams struggling to reach 
survivors.

The immediate priority must be to intensify 
search operations, provide medical aid, and reha-
bilitate the displaced. However, long-term solutions 
cannot be ignored. Authorities must invest in ad-
vanced early warning systems, reinforce vulner-
able infrastructure, and enforce stricter regulations 
on construction in flood-prone areas. Pilgrimage 
routes, which attract large crowds in risky terrains, 
need emergency evacuation plans and weather 
monitoring stations.

Moreover, the government must address the 
broader climate crisis. Deforestation, unchecked 
construction, and hydro projects in fragile ecosys-
tems contribute to such disasters. Sustainable 
development policies, coupled with community 
awareness, are essential to mitigate future risks.

The bravery of rescue personnel and the solidar-
ity of locals offer hope amid this tragedy. But hope 
alone is not enough. Kishtwar’s suffering should 
serve as a wake-up call for policymakers to act 
before more lives are lost to nature’s fury. The time 
for reactive measures is over; proactive resilience 
is the need of the hour

Editorial

Torch Of Independence  Burning Bright

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

All over India people will celebrate the Inde-
pendence Day of India on 15th August. India will 
celebrate its 79th Independence Day to pay trib-

ute and remember all the freedom fighters who 
had contributed a lot and fought for the Inde-
pendence of India. Everyone knows that our 
country got freedom from the 300 years of Brit-

ish Rule at the stroke of midnight as India moved 
towards August 15, 1947.

The midnight of August 15, 1947 is one of the 
most memorable for every Indian on earth, as 
it is the time, when India gained independence 
from the stranglehold of the mighty British. The 
day is a celebration and to realize our freedom. 
Thousands of our freedom fighters sacrificed 
their lives and millions of them struggled in 
order to drive away British rulers and consti-
tuted a system of democracy centered around 
us. How our nation has fared over the last 69 

years is something we cannot change but the 
future is in our hands.  India’s Independence 
Day is a day of great significance for the people 
of India. At this day India got freedom from the 

British rule after long years of slavery. This is 
a special day when we remember the great sac-
rifices of Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev, Raj Guru, 
Gandhiji and other dared freedom fighters for 
their unforgettable contribution in the indepen-
dence of India.

Don’t we forget the importance of this day 
soon after the evening? Aren’t we attaching too 
much importance to our individual freedom 
rather than to the national independence?  Why 
is there little sense of pride in the country about 
what our parents and grandparents managed to 

achieve against all odds? The awakening of 
masses by Gandhi and the activities of Bose 
behind the scenes (of strengthening Indian Na-
tional Army) which had intensified during 1940s 

were already a cause of concern for the British.
It was Lord Mountbatten who had person-

ally decided the date of Aug 15 because he had 
considered that date to be “very lucky” for his 
career. During the World War II, it was on Aug 
15, 1945 (Japan time zone) that the Japanese 
Army had surrendered before him (Lord Mount-
batten was the commander of the allied forces).

In the midnight of 15 August 1947, India was 
proclaimed as independent country by the Pan-
dit Jawaharlal Nehru where he gave his speech 
over “Tryst with destiny”. He said during his 
speech that “Long years ago we made a tryst 
with destiny, and now the time comes when we 
will redeem our pledge, not wholly or in full 
measure, but very substantially. At the stroke 
of the midnight hour, when the world sleeps, 
India will awake to life and freedom. A moment 
comes, which comes, but rarely in history, when 
we step out from the old to the new, when an age 
ends and when the soul of a nation, long sup-
pressed, finds utterance. We end today a period 
of ill fortune, and India discovers herself again.”  
Today our country is a well established demo-
cratic country all over the world. Gandhiji was 
great leader who taught us about effective way 
of freedom like ahimsa and sathyagraha meth-
ods. Gandhi dreamed of an independent India 
with the non violence and peace.

It was not so easy for the India to get freedom 
from the Britishers however; various great 
people and freedom fighters of India made it a 
truth. Let us be grateful to those events respon-
sible for the freedom in India. Indians were 
treated more badly than slaves by the Britishers 
just to fulfill their meaningless orders. Let us 
ensure that we exercise our rights and proudly 
participate in our democracy so that our nation 
heads in the right direction. The Celebration of 
Independence day is the same throughout the 
country and this is the day when we find whole 
country celebrating and rejoicing but the real 
celebration is to worship those patriots who 
shed their blood for achieving Freedom.

The Author Can Be Mailed At
dixitpatrakar@yahoo.in

The midnight of August 15, 
1947 is one of the most memorable
 for every Indian on earth, as it is the 
time, when India gained independence 
from the stranglehold of the mighty 
British. The day is a celebration and to 
realize our freedom. Thousands of our 
freedom fighters sacrificed their lives 
and millions of them struggled in order 
to drive away British rulers and 
constituted a system of 
democracy centered around us

The value of freedom is 
measured not only in history 
books but in everyday life. 
When a farmer sows seeds
 in his field believing that he will 
reap the rewards of his hard 
work, when a student dreams 
in school that he can scale 
new heights in science,
 literature, art or sports, when
 a woman fearlessly steps 
out of her home - only
 then the true meaning of 
freedom is realized.
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CS assesses CITaG’s Roadmap For 
Development, Governance In J&K

Kishtwar TragedySpeaker, Ministers, 
NC President expresses grief

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Speaker Jammu and 
Kashmir Legislative Assembly, Abdul 
Rahim Rather Thursday expressed 
deepest shock and grief over the 
tragic Kishtwar cloudburst.

The Speaker urged the government 
authorities to ensure all possible help 
and support to the affected families 

who lost their loved ones in such an 
unfortunate incident. He said that the 
entire nation is in deep grief over this 
irreparable loss and stands in solidar-
ity with the affected families.

He also appealed to the voluntary 
organisations and the public to come 
forward and extend every possible 
assistance to those in distress.

Minister for Health and Medical 
Education, Sakeena Itoo, has expressed 
deep grief over the tragic loss of lives 
caused by the devastating cloudburst 
in the Chasoti village of Kishtwar 

district.
In her condolence message, Sa-

keena Itoo described the incident as 
a heartrending tragedy that has plunged 
the entire Jammu & Kashmir into 
mourning. She extended her deepest 
condolences to the bereaved families 
and also prayed for eternal peace to 
the departed souls.

The Minister said that the Health 
department has been asked 
to ensure proper medical care 
for all the injured persons. She 
also asked for timely evacu-
ation of patients for advanced 
treatment to the advanced 
health facilities.

Minister for Food, Civil 
Supplies & Consumer Affairs 
and Information Technology, 
Satish Sharma, has expressed 
deep sorrow over the tragic 

incident of cloudburst that struck the 
Chositi area along the Machail Mata 
Yatra route in Kishtwar, leaving sev-
eral people feared dead.

In his message, the Minister said, 
“I am deeply pained by the loss of 
precious lives in the unfortunate 
cloudburst during the sacred Machail 
Mata Yatra. My heartfelt condolences 
go out to the bereaved families and I 
pray for the speedy recovery of all 
those injured.”

Satish Sharma lauded the swift 
response of the district administration, 

rescue teams and volunteers who 
immediately rushed to the spot to 
carry out relief and evacuation op-
erations. He assured that the govern-
ment is closely monitoring the situ-
ation and that all necessary assistance, 
including medical support and reha-
bilitation measures, will be extended 
to the affected people.

The Minister further appealed to 
yatris and locals to cooperate with 
the administration and follow safety 
advisories being issued from time to 
time to ensure smooth and secure 
conduct of the yatra.

Minister for Jal Shakti, Forest, 
Ecology & Environment and Tribal 
Affairs, Javed Ahmed Rana, has ex-
pressed profound grief over the 
tragic loss of lives due to cloudburst 
in Kishtwar.

Extending heartfelt condolences 
to the bereaved families, Rana said it 
is a tragic incident. “I extend my con-
dolences to the bereaved families of 
the deceased and pray for the speedy 
recovery of all those injured in the 
calamity,” he said.

In response to the incident, the 
Minister immediately spoke with the 
Deputy Commissioner of Kishtwar 
and directed for swift, coordinated 
and effective rescue and relief opera-
tions to minimize further loss and 
provide urgent support to the af-
fected population.

DC Conducts Spot 

Assessment Of Arrangements 

For I-Day 2025 Celebrations 

At Sports Stadium Budgam

FE NEWS NETWORK

Stresses coordinated efforts
 for smooth & grand celebration 

across district
BUDGAM: In view of the Independence Day 

celebrations 2025, Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Budgam, Dr. Bilal Mohi-ud-Din 
Bhat, conducted a comprehensive 
review and on-spot assessment 
of arrangements at Sports Sta-
dium Budgam, the main venue 
for the district-level function.

During the inspection, DC 
interacted with concerned officers 
and took stock of the facilities 
being put in place to ensure the 
smooth and successful conduct 
of the celebrations.

He emphasised the need for 
inter-departmental coordination 
and timely completion of all pre-
paratory measures.

DC issued a series of direc-
tives to the departments involved. 
He instructed the R&B department 
Budgam to ensure proper seating 
arrangements. Municipal Com-
mittee Budgam was directed to 
carry out intensive sanitation 
drives and place sufficient dust-
bins in and around the venue to 
maintain cleanliness and hygiene.

Jal Shakti department Budgam was directed 
to keep water tankers readily available and ensure 
uninterrupted tap water supply to public conve-
nience blocks at the stadium. KPDCL Budgam was 
asked to check and ensure the uninterrupted elec-
tricity supply during the celebrations.

Information Department Budgam was tasked 
with ensuring the proper installation and function-
ing of the Public Address System (PAS) for smooth 
conduct of the event proceedings.

Chief Medical Officer Budgam was instructed 

to deploy an adequate number of paramedical staff, 
ambulances to respond swiftly to any health emer-
gencies during the event.

DC underscored the importance of a dedicated 
and meticulous approach by all departments, keep-
ing in view the significance of the day.

He directed all line departments to work in 
close coordination and ensure all arrangements 

are completed well ahead of time.
District administration Budgam has invited 

the people of the district to participate in the In-
dependence Day celebrations at sports stadium 
Budgam and appealed for their full cooperation to 
ensure the smooth conduct of the event.

DC was accompanied by the Additional Dep-
uty Commissioner (ADC) Budgam, Chief Education 
Officer, Chief Medical Officer, all Executive Engi-
neers, Chief Executive Officer Municipal Commit-
tee Budgam, and DIO Budgam besides other concerned 
officers and officials during his visit.

Har Ghar Tiranga 
campaign: Mega Tiranga 
Rally held at Anantnag

FE NEWS NETWORK

ANANTNAG: As part of the ongoing Har 
Ghar Tiranga campaign, a mega Tiranga 
Rally led by Deputy Commissioner (DC) An-
antnag, S F Hamid was held at Anantnag.

SSP, Amritpal Singh, ADCs, ACR, ACD, 
and other senior officers from civil and police 
administration, besides engineering wings 
also participated in the event.

Witnessing enthusiastic participation 
from thousands of citizens coming from diverse 
walks of life, the rally commenced from Sports 
Stadium and culminated at Janglat Mandi. 
The colorful and vibrant rally signified a 
spirited and vibrant show of patriotism, 
unity and collective resolve to uphold dignity 
of the nation.

As the grand rally passed through Mehdi 
Kadal, Lal Chowk and Ganjiwara, before cul-
minating at Janglat Mandi; the participants 
marched with pride and honor with the 
Tricolour held aloft and high reflecting a sense 
of collective pride and resilience.

During the rally, songs glorifying freedom 
fighters and on patriotic themes were played 
lending the streets a lively and jubilant ambi-
ence.

Notably, 1.5 km Tiranga was also carried 
by the participants and the volunteers all 
along which created an incredible spectacle 
as the rally marched ahead.

Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan:
 Cultural Unit Srinagar organises 
multi-institution awareness drive

GMC Srinagar hosts first National Emergency Life Support Training
SRINAGAR: Government Medical 

College (GMC) Srinagar, in collabora-
tion with the Department of Emer-
gency Medicine, JPNATC, 
AIIMS New Delhi, and the 
Disaster Management Cell, 
Ministry of Health and Fam-
ily Welfare, Government of 
India, successfully hosted the 
first Training of Trainers (ToT) 
program for the National Emer-
gency Life Support (NELS) 
course for paramedics.

The three-day workshop, held 
from August 12-14, 2025, at GMC 
Srinagar, brought together 24 
senior doctors and nursing 
supervisors from GMC Sri-
nagar, associated hospitals, 
and the Directorate of Health Services 
Kashmir. These medical professionals 
were trained and certified in the NELS 
course, enhancing their skills in emer-
gency medical care.

Prof. Iffat Hassan Shah, Principal, 
GMC Srinagar, emphasized the sig-
nificance of such training programs 

in improving healthcare and patient 
care systems in the region. “This train-
ing will go a long way in enhancing 
our emergency response capabilities 
and ultimately benefiting our patients,” 

she said. The program was coordi-
nated by Prof. Dr. Mohammad Ommid 
Nodal Officer, NELS Skill Centre, GMC 

Srinagar. Other key 
officials who attended 
the program include 
Mohamad Ashraf 
Hakak, Administrator 
Associated Hospitals 
GMC Srinagar; Prof 
Dr.Hina Bashir, HOD 
Anesthesiology; Prof. 
Dr. Rakesh Koul, Head 
of Department, Medi-
cine; faculty members, 
Medical Superinten-
dent, SMHS Hospital, 
Dy. MS, GMC Srinagar, 
Medical Officers from 

GMC Srinagar and associated hospitals
This initiative marks a significant 

milestone in strengthening emergency 
medical services in Jammu and Kash-
mir, aligning with the Ministry of Health 

and Family Welfare’s efforts to improve 
healthcare infrastructure and ser-
vices across the country.

The training program was made pos-
sible through the collaborative efforts 
of the Department of Emergency 
Medicine, JPNATC, AIIMS New Delhi, 
a WHO Collaborating Centre for Emer-
gency and Trauma Care, and the Di-
saster Management Cell, Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare, Government 
hospitals. The course faculty from JPN 
Apex Trauma Centre AIIMS New 
Delhi, were Dr Ankit, Dr Charu, Dr 
Sooresh and Dr Hannah who conduct-
ed the structured workshop with utmost 
zeal. The workshop was followed by a 
brainstorming session across the 
strata of medical fraternity with re-
newed enthusiasm about setting and 
coordination between various stake-
holders to try to deliver and enhance 
our approach towards disaster and 
trauma management.

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In continuation of the ongoing ‘Nasha 
Mukt J&K Abhiyan,’ Cultural Unit Srinagar of the 
Department of Information and 
Public Relations (DIPR), in collabo-
ration with the district administra-
tion Srinagar, organised a series of 
impactful awareness programmes 
across multiple educational institu-
tions in the city.

The day’s events were hosted at 
GGHS Drugjan Dalgate, Green Val-
ley School, GBHS Brane Nishat, and 
GGHS Narwara Srinagar, under the 
supervision of the respective Heads of Departments 
and Principal.

Each programme featured theme-based short plays 
performed by local artist groups, vividly portraying 
the harmful consequences of substance abuse and 
urging youth to embrace a healthy, responsible lifestyle. 

The performances resonated strongly with the audi-
ence, sparking meaningful conversations on preven-
tive measures.

Addressing the gatherings, the respective Heads of 
Departments and Burhan Hussain, Cul-
tural Officer, underscored the urgent 
need for community-wide participation 
in combating drug abuse.

A solemn anti-drug pledge was admin-
istered at each venue, with students, staff, 
and faculty committing themselves to 
remain drug-free and to actively spread 
awareness within their neighbourhoods. 
The initiatives drew enthusiastic par-
ticipation from students and teachers, 

reaffirming a shared resolve to build a drug-free, healthy, 
and progressive Jammu & Kashmir.

Carrying forward the message of Nasha Mukt J&K, 
the programmes also embodied the spirit of Indepen-
dence Day, inspiring citizens to contribute towards a 
stronger, cleaner, and united nation.
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Jal Shakti Minister reviews Parnai 
Hydro Power Project at Buffliaz

SURANKOTE: Jal Shakti Minister, Javed 
Ahmed Rana, reviewed the Parnai Hydro 
Power Project in Buffliaz, Surankote, high-

lighting the importance of prioritising the 
local communities’ interests in water resource 
management.

The Minister emphasized that the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir have the first right 
over their water resources, and it is es-
sential to protect and promote their inter-
ests. He emphasised the need to prioritise 

their interests in water management and 
utilisation.

The Minister highlighted the JK govern-

ment’s focus on hydropower development 
and energy self-sufficiency in Poonch.

Reviewing the progress on Parnai Hydro 
Power Project, he emphasized upon the 
executing agency to ensure timely comple-
tion.

The Minister was informed that the De-
tailed Project Report (DPR) for the Phagla 

Hydro Electric Project has been formu-
lated and is awaiting implementation to 
harness the region’s hydropower potential.

Under Phase-2 of the Parnai Project, ini-
tiation has been planned to make various 
areas of Mendhar adequately irrigated, 
promoting the local farming development 
and improving the quality of life for resi-
dents.

The Minister emphasized the importance 
of sustainable utilization of water resourc-

es, ensuring that the benefits of hydro-
power projects are shared equitably among 
the local communities. He stressed the 
need for community engagement and 
participation in decision-making pro-
cesses related to water resource manage-
ment.

He said that JK government led by Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah remains commit-
ted towards protecting the interests of the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir and ensur-
ing that they receive a fair share of benefits 
from the region’s water resources. “Parai 
Hydro Power Project underscores this com-
mitment, aiming to promote equitable 
development and protect the rights of the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir over their 
natural resources, he added”

The Parnai Project aims to enhance en-
ergy security, promote economic growth 
and improve living standards in Poonch, 
he added.

Rana has been advocating for reviewing 
existing agreements and treaties to ensure 
that they are fair, equitable and just for the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir. This review, 
he maintains, will help to identify areas 
for improvement and ensure that the region’s 
water resources are utilised in a sustainable 
and equitable manner.

importance of youth-led development 
and grassroots entrepreneurship initiative.

Javid Dar launches Viksit Krishi 
Sankalp Abhiyan at SKUAST-Kashmir

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The inaugural ceremo-
ny, marking commencement of the 
Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan in 
Jammu & Kashmir, was held at Con-
vention Centre Sher-e-Kashmir Uni-
versity of Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology (SKUAST) Kashmir today, 
with Minister for Agriculture Produc-
tion, Javid Ahmad Dar presiding over 
the event.

This 15-day Abhiyan aims to educate 
the farmers about modern, region-
specific technologies for major Khar-
if crops, raise awareness about key 
government schemes and policies, 
promote use of Soil Health Cards for 
crop selection and balanced fertiliser 
application and collect grassroots 
feedback to guide farmer-centric in-
novations and agricultural research.

Addressing the gathering, the Min-
ister encouraged the farmers to engage 
directly with the agricultural scientists, 
assuring them of dedicated support 
to address their queries and chal-
lenges. He highlighted the vast po-
tential of agriculture and allied sectors 
to enhance the productivity through 
technology-driven practices.

“The government is committed to-
wards supporting the farmers through 
various Central and UT schemes with 
the goal of increasing farm income 

and making agriculture a viable live-
lihood for the younger generation, 
stated the Minister.”

Principal Secretary, Agriculture Pro-

duction Department, Shailendra Ku-
mar, also addressed the audience, 
underscoring the department’s achieve-
ments and the transformative impact 
of government interventions in im-
proving farmer livelihoods across the 
region.

As part of the event, a documentary 
film showcasing agricultural milestones 
in the Kashmir Division was screened 
and two publications related to agri-

cultural advancements were for-
mally released.

Earlier, the Minister visited the Chry-
santhemum Nursery to inspect the 

ongoing transplantation activities and 
review the progress on floriculture 
initiatives.

The event was attended by several 
dignitaries including Chairman DDC 
Srinagar, Altaf Malik; Member Legis-
lative Assembly Hazratbal, Salman 
Sagar; Vice Chancellor SKUAST-K, 
Professor (Dr.) Nazir A. Ganai; and 
Director Extension, SKUAST-K, Dr. 
Raihana Habib Kanth.

D&FCO issues Advisory for 

FBOs, Consumers on Artificial

 Fruit Ripening

Recommends use of
 approved source of Ethylene Gas; 

Warns against applying banned 
calcium carbide

 JAMMU: The Drug and Food Control 
Organisation(D&FCO) has advised the Food Business 
Operators (FBOs) dealing with storage, packaging, 
distribution and sale of Fruits & Vegetables to strict-
ly adhere to the prescribed guidelines during and 
post artificial ripening treatment to ensure safe and 
compliant ripening practices, failing which penal 
action as warranted under FSS Act2006 shall be ini-
tiated.

The Organization has specially issued advisory 
for repining of Climacteric Fruits- Fruits which are 
harvested at full maturity and can be further ripened 
during transit or storage like Banana, Guava, Avo-
cado, Mango, Apple, Pear, Apricot, Peach and To-
mato etc

Artificial ripening is the process by which ripen-
ing is controlled to achieve desired characteristics 
intended for better consumer acceptance. Fruit trade 
involves transporting fruits to distant places.  

It said that considering the issue of use of banned 
calcium carbide and non-availability of alternative 
ripening agent, Food Safety & Standards Authority of 
India (FSSAI) permitted the use of ethylene gas for 
ripening of fruits in India vide notification dated 
23.08.2016, subject to adherence to the SoPs by the 
Food Business Operators (FBOs).

A detailed SoP for use of Ethylene gas for artificial 
ripening has been notified by FSSAI and available at 
the official website https://fssai.gov.in/cms/guidance-
notes.php.

Artificial Ripening with Calcium Carbide, popu-
larly known as ‘Masala’ has been strictly banned in 
terms of sub-regulation 2.3.5 of Food Safety & Stan-
dards (Prohibition and Restrictions on Sales) Regula-
tion, 2011, due to its potential health hazards.

Recommending the use of   Ethylene Gas, D&FCO 
said that Ethylene is a hormone produced naturally 
within the fruits to stimulate ripening process. Eth-
ylene, being a natural hormone, does not pose any 
health hazard to consumers.

Ethylene gas, ethanol, ethephon, etc. can be used 

on fruits to trigger the ripening process in fruits, 
under controlled conditions of Humidity, Temperature 
and Exposure Time.

However, any source of ethylene gas coming in 
direct contact with fruits is not permitted.

Further, only the approved source of Ethylene 
Gas is allowed to be procured and used, besides en-
suring authenticity/purity of the sachets containing 
ethephon in powdered form and other components.

“Only those sachets must be used that are prop-
erly labelled mentioning details of manufacturer, 
composition, instructions for use etc. Use of Ethylene 
Gas for artificial ripening can be done upto the con-
centration of 100 ppm (100 µl/L) only” the organiza-
tion advised further.

Fruit should not occupy more than 75% of the 
volume of the chamber (as well as crate) during the 
treatment.

Gas leakage monitoring system should be installed 
in the commercial ripening chambers.

Stacking of boxes should be done keeping min-
imum 4-6 inches space from the walls and between 
the adjacent crates.

For detailed guidance note all the stakeholders 
have been advised to visit https://www.fssai.gov.in/
upload/uploadfiles/files/Guidance_Note_Ver2_Arti-
f ic ia l_Ripening_Fruits_03_01_2019_Re-
vised_10_02_2020.pdf

 Consumers also are advised to remain vigilant 
in the market and purchase fruits from known sellers/
reputed stores/dealers who declare that fruits sold 
have not been ripened using harmful/banned chem-
icals and to wash fruits thoroughly with potable 
water before its use/consumption to ensure its 
safety and quality.

Commissioner 

SMC reviews preparations 

for Mela Kheer 

Bhawani, Eid-ul-Adha 

celebrations

SRINAGAR: In order to assess the arrange-
ments for the upcoming Mela Kheer Bhawani 
and Eid-ul-Adha celebrations, Commissioner 
SMC, Dr. Owais Ahmed today chaired a com-
prehensive review meeting at the SMC Head-
quarters, Karan Nagar.

Primary focus was to ensure the imple-
mentation of effective sanitation and cleanliness 
measures to facilitate these important religious 
festivals.

The meeting was attended by senior SMC 
officers and officials, who discussed strategies 
to uphold hygiene standards during the fes-
tivities.

Commissioner emphasized the vital im-
portance of maintaining cleanliness in and 
around the Kheer Bhawani shrine and other 
religious sites across Srinagar

Special directives were issued regarding 
free hooper service for collection/disposal of 
animal skins and hides following Eid-ul-Adha, 
along with enhanced sanitation services around 
mosques and religious places. The meeting also 
stressed community participation in keeping 
the city clean and urged residents to actively 
contribute to sanitation efforts.

To assist the public, SMC reminded residents 
to utilize the 24x7 Control Room services es-
tablished for sanitation, waste management 
and related concerns. These helpline numbers 
are available round the clock to provide guid-
ance and support: 0194-2474499, 0194-2470465, 
1800-180-7038.

Commissioner reaffirmed the SMC’s com-
mitment in maintaining high hygiene standards 
and ensuring a safe, clean, and peaceful envi-
ronment during these festivals. He urged resi-
dents to cooperate with municipal authorities 
and make use of the helpline services for a 
smooth and successful celebration.

Ahead of Eid Ul Adha: DC Srinagar holds 

meeting of various Trade Associations
R&R Commissioner Reviews 

Arrangements For Kheer Bhawani Mela
FE NEWS NETWORK

Inspects progress
 on transit accommodation 

for PM package
 employees

SRINAGAR: Relief and Rehabilitation 
Commissioner (M), Dr. Arvind Karwani, 
took on the spot stock of arrangements 
being put in place for the ensuing Mata 
Kheer Bhawani Mela-2025.

Pertinent to mention that the Mata 
Kheer Bhawani Mela is scheduled to be 
held on 3rd June, this year, on the auspi-
cious occasion of Jyeshtha Ashthami. 
The Yatra, as part of the mela, will be 
flagged off from Jammu on 1st June at 
6 am. After a brief halt at Ramban, the 
Yatra will proceed for different destina-

tions like Tulmulla ( Gander-
bal), Tikker ( Kupwara), Devsar 
( Kulgam), Manzgam ( Kulgam) 
and Logripora (Anantnag) and 
reach the destination by af-
ternoon.

The Relief Organization will 
facilitate transportation of the 
devotees from Jammu, as per 
past practice.

Dr Karwani interacted with 
the concerned district admin-
istration of Ganderbal, Kulgam, 
Anantnag and Kupwara besides 
the Mandir Prabandhak Com-
mittee members and devotees. 
He reviewed the arrangements 
related to accommodation, 
sanitation, logistics, security 
and basic amenities for the 
Yatris.

Dr Karwani accompanied by the site 
engineers inspected various transit ac-
commodations for PM Package employ-
ees under construction in the North , 
South and Central Kashmir. He also in-
teracted with the PM package employees 
putting up at various locations in the 
Valley. He was apprised of various de-
mands of the employees like allotment 
of quarters, basic amenities and educa-
tion for their children.

The Commissioner assured the em-
ployees that all their genuine issues will 
be addressed in a phased manner.

He asked the Engineers to ensure qual-
ity work and speedy completion of the 
transit accommodation so that the pos-
session of the quarters can be given to 
the eligible employees at the earliest, as 
per the criterion laid down by the gov-
ernment.

FE NEWS NETWORK

Stresses self regulation
 by FBOs, ensuring quality
 and standard of essential 

commodities in City
SRINAGAR: Ahead of upcoming Eid-Ul-Adha 

celebrations, Deputy Commissioner (DC) Srinagar, 
Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat chaired a meeting with 
representatives of various Traders Association at 
Meeting Hall of the DC Office Complex here today 
regarding, regulation, quality and availability of 
food items in the district.

The meeting was among others attended by the 
Additional Deputy Commissioner, Mir Imtiyaz Ul 
Aziz; Additional Deputy Commissioner, Aadil 
Fareed; Assistant Commissioner Food Safety, 
Yamin Ul Nabi and other concerned besides, rep-
resentatives of different trade Associations includ-
ing Bakers Association, Butchers Association and 
Street Vendors Association.

At the outset, DC emphasized on ensuring best 

quality and hygienic food items at all Food Busi-
ness establishments across the City. He urged the 
representatives of the trade associations to ensure 
self regulations at their respective food establish-

ments by strictly adhering to the laid guidelines 
with regard to quality, and rates of the food items 
including bakery, meat, chicken, confectionary, 
fruits etc, particularly on upcoming Eid-Ul Adha.

Dr Bilal asked the representatives of the Trade 
Associations to sensitize their respective members 
regarding the self regulation, hygiene and to main-
tain quality and standard of essential commodities. 
He further asked them to ensure that all essential 
commodities are sold at Government approved 
rates.

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo, 
chaired a high-level meeting to review the 
preliminary roadmap of the Centre for In-
novation and Transformation in Governance 
(CITaG), aimed at accelerating the eco-
nomic growth, improving governance and 
reforming the planning process in Jammu 
& Kashmir.

 The presentation, made during the 
meeting, highlighted significant strides in 
Public-Private Partnerships (PPP), governance 
transformation and institutional capacity 
building across the UT.

Besides the ACS, Planning and Tourism 
Departments the meeting was attended 
by Principal Secretary, PWD; Principal 
Secretary, Culture; Principal Secretary, 
Finance; Director, IIM Jammu; Commis-
sioner Secretary, I&C; Commissioner Sec-
retary, GAD; Secretary, S&T; Secretary, L&E; 
MD, J&K Cable Car Corporation; Represen-
tative from NHLML and other concerned 
officers.

The Chief Secretary underscored the 
significance of CITaG in framing a futuris-
tic roadmap for all-round development of 
J&K. He highlighted its role in conception, 
identification and implementation of high 
impact projects in PPP mode for giving 
boost to key sectors like Industries, Tourism, 

Agriculture, Urban Planning, Handicrafts 
and others here.

The Chief Secretary also advised the 
Planning Development & Monitoring De-
velopment to take steps to acquaint all the 

Departments with the role of CITaG. He 
called for holding brainstorming sessions 
with  these departments to have acquain-
tance and awareness about their collabora-
tion with CITaG in implementation of their 
projects and plans.

He impressed upon the CITaG team to 
come up with implementation strategy for 
the best practices and focus on few at a 
time for their effective grounding. He 
pointed out several of the important proj-
ects that could be focussed upon initially 
including development of an Industrial 
estate in a PPP mode as there is a vast land 
bank created across the districts of the UT.

The other participants also gave out 
their suggestions to make the working of 

CITaG more efficient and outcomes in their 
departments more effective and time-bound.

Some of the suggestions which were 
postulated included development of sus-
tainable tourism, solar parks, waste man-

agement, handholding and capacity 
building of government  officials and 
other developmental plans.

The meeting focused on CITaG’s work 
since its inception, with a particular 
emphasis on Public-Private Partnership 
projects.

CEO, CITAG, Dr Sandeep, in his pre-
sentation listed out a total of 63 PPP 
projects representing a tentative invest-

ment of over Rs21,988 Cr. Currently, 21 of 
these projects are active, with 42 others 
on a development shelf.

The key projects under active consid-
eration included the adaptive reuse of the 
historic Mubarak Mandi Heritage Complex 
in Jammu for developing a heritage hotel, 
enhancing tourism infrastructure at scenic 
tourist destinations, establishment of a new 
ropeway projects and solar parks here.

The CEO confirmed that preliminary 
site assessment reports and stakeholder 
consultations are underway for these and 
other projects, laying the groundwork for 
future investment and development.

In addition to PPPs, it was divulged that 
CITaG’s broader mandate includes 65 deliv-

erables spanning several key areas of gov-
ernance and economic development.

 The meeting reviewed progress on 
various initiatives, including the preparation 
of new PPP policy for Jammu & Kashmir, 
measures for increasing revenue generation, 
and strategies for promoting entrepreneur-
ship and export promotion.

The Chief Secretary was also briefed on 
the ongoing recruitment for CITaG’s team. 
It was given out that the first phase of the 
recruitment process had been completed, 
with the selection of a Chief Executive Of-
ficer (CEO), four Specialists, and four Young 
Professionals through IIM Jammu.

The recruitment for Phase 2nd, which 
included positions for Specialists in Infra-
structure, Social Sector, HRD, and IT, among 
others, is currently ongoing to be culmi-
nated till the end of this month. This expan-
sion of the team is aimed at accelerating the 
implementation of the administration’s 
vision for a “Future Ready Governance” 
model here.

The review meeting concluded with a 
directive from the Chief Secretary to main-
tain the momentum on these transformative 
projects, reinforcing the administration’s 
commitment to drive economic growth and 
enhancing public services through strategic 
partnerships and innovative governance 
models across all the sectors in J&K.
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LG Sinha
I also thank our armed forces, our brave soldiers, security, 

intelligence agencies and every personnel involved in ‘Operation 
Sindoor’ for their bravery and commitment to avenge the Pa-
halgam terror attack. It is also a day to salute our valiant soldiers 
of Army, CRPF and Jammu Kashmir Police for successful 
‘Operation Mahadev’ and send them good wishes for their 
dedication in the service of the nation. India has drawn a new 
red line. Any act of terror will be considered as an act of war 
and we will give the enemy a fitting response. On this day, let 
us also take a pledge to foil the efforts of terrorists, dismantle 
the entire ecosystem of terrorism to make Jammu Kashmir 
terror-free.

Today, I also extend my felicitations to farmers, workers, 
teachers, professionals, scientists, business communities, 
youth and Nari Shakti for their tremendous contributions 
towards socio-economic growth of Jammu Kashmir. I have 
full faith in their abilities in building Viksit Bharat. The 21st 
Century is a century of India and Jammu Kashmir is deeply 
connected to the aspirations of our great nation. Tiranga Yatra 
is now one of our biggest festivals and entire Jammu Kashmir 
participates in Har Ghar Tiranga Abhiyan. The patriotic 
fervor and involvement of men, women, youths and senior 
citizens holding the glorious Tricolour across the UT is an 
inspiration for the country.

Jammu Kashmir has received a strong development thrust 
in the past five years and we have built a Union Territory which 
is prosperous, peaceful, just, humane and treating all its citizens 
as equal. Democracy has become stronger in the Union Terri-
tory. Today, Jammu Kashmir is on the move full of self-confidence 
and ready to contribute in nation building. We are marching 
together with just one identity as Indian and determined to serve 
Mother India till the last breath.

Having walked seventy-nine long years since independence, 
it is time for every section of society to introspect on the goals 
achieved so far and contemplate future course of action. Pujya 
Mahatma Gandhiji had once said about his dreams of an Inde-
pendent India. Gandhi Ji had said, “I will work for an India where 
the poorest of the poor feel that this country and this nation 
belongs to them and that they have a major role in its construc-
tion”. In the past five years, my effort was to build Jammu 
Kashmir of Pujya Gandhi Ji’s dream. We have excelled in many 
areas. Kashmir is now connected to India’s rail network and the 
dream of Kashmir to Kanyakumari rail connectivity is now a 
reality. Industrial development has taken deep roots. The ben-
efits of unprecedented economic growth have reached all sections 
of society. Ease of living has been ensured for both urban and 
rural population. Women, youth and farmers have been empow-
ered. The entire world is witnessing the transformation of 
Jammu Kashmir and it is my firm belief that with collective 
participation of people we will create a bright and peaceful 
Jammu Kashmir.

Let all of us reaffirm our commitment to work shoulder to 
shoulder and build a Viksit Bharat. I appeal to all to contribute 
their fullest to this momentous task. With these words, I once 
again greet everyone on the occasion of Independence Day”.

Jai Hind!
Jai Bharat!

(DIPR)

Over 50 dead
“Joint rescue efforts are being carried out by the Civil Admin-

istration, Police, Army, National Disaster Response Force (NDRF), 
and State Disaster Response Force (SDRF), with a focus on trac-
ing the missing and providing treatment to the injured,” they 
added.

“Efforts are also underway to restore access routes and bring 
additional medical teams and supplies to the affected area,” they 
said.

Meanwhile, Indian Army soldiers from the 16th Corps have 
been mobilized for rescue and relief operations, officials said. 
Additionally, the Air Force has been placed on alert for evacu-
ation efforts.

DIG Shridhar Patil of the Doda-Kishtwar-Ramban Range said 
his message to the people is to remain calm and to call the helpline 
numbers if any relative or family member is missing. He assured 
them that they will ensure their safe return.

Army joins rescue operation
The Army has joined the relief and rescue operation at the 

cloudburst-hit Chisoti village in Jammu and Kashmir’s Kishtwar 
district, where at least 50 people have died and over 200 are miss-
ing.

“In the aftermath of a cloudburst at the Chisoti village in Kisht-
war, troops of the White Knight swiftly mobilised for relief and 
rescue operations,” a Jammu-based Army PRO said.

The efforts are centred on safeguarding lives and aiding sur-
vivors, the spokesperson said, adding that the search for the 
missing continues.

The Army said that relief stores, medical teams and rescue 
gear have been rushed to the site.

Over five columns of 60 personnel each, totalling 300 troops, 
and medical detachments of White Knight Corps are on the 
ground, working with police SDRF and other civilian agencies 
to save lives, the PRO added.

“Search for missing is underway with medical aid and support 
reaching affected families,” the PRO said.

BJP MLA from Paddar and Leader of the Opposition in the 
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly, Sunil Sharma, along with Kisht-
war BJP MLA Shagun Parihar, visited the site of the devastating 
cloudburst.

Speaking from the scene, Sharma estimated that between 1,000 
and 1,200 people were in the area when the disaster struck. He 
described the situation as grim, noting that the death toll is 
significantly high and that recovery efforts are still ongoing as 
more bodies continue to be found.

As rescue teams continue to clear debris and conduct search 
operations in the aftermath of the cloudburst, families of the 
missing individuals endure a night filled with uncertainty and 
apprehension. For them, this night represents not rest but a 
relentless wait against time.

Witnesses said that some hold photographs of their loved ones, 
while others repeatedly trying to contact them via mobile phones, 
receiving no response. They added that there is no information 
or confirmation about their whereabouts—(KNO)

LG Sinha
their loved ones in this tragic incident.
“I want to assure all the affected families that the Government 

stands shoulder to shoulder with them in this hour of crisis,” 
the Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor has posted on X:”Anguished by cloud-
burst in Kishtwar. Condolences to bereaved families and prayers 
for quick recovery of injured. Directed Civil, Police, Army, NDRF 

& SDRF officials to strengthen the rescue and 
relief operations and ensure all possible as-
sistance is provided to the affected.”

Rescue and Relief Operations at Chashoti are 
in full swing. Men and machinery have been 
put at the site. Other teams have also been 
rushed. Briefed Hon’ble Union Home Minister 
Sh. Amit Shah Ji on rescue and relief Ops by 
various agencies. He has assured all possible 
assistance.

I want to assure all the affected families that 
Government stands shoulder to shoulder with 
them in this hour of crisis. Air Force has also 
been alerted for evacuation. I am constantly 
monitoring the situation.” (DIPR)

Situation
The PM Modi said that situation is being 

monitored closely while rescue and relief op-
erations in the area are underway.

He also assured that every possible assistance 
will be provided to the victims of the disaster.

“My thoughts and prayers are with all those 
affected by the cloudburst and flooding in Kisht-
war, Jammu and Kashmir. The situation is 
being monitored closely. Rescue and relief 
operations are underway.  Every possible as-
sistance will be provided to those in need,” PM 
Narendra Modi said on X.

It is worthwhile to mention that large-scale 
rescue and relief operations have been launched 
after a massive cloudburst struck a remote 
village in Jammu and Kashmir’s Kishtwar 
district on Thursday, killing at least 17 peo-
ple and leading to widespread damage, officials 
said.

The disaster hit Chositi, the last motorable 
village en route to Machail Mata temple, be-
tween 12 noon and 1 pm, when a large number 
of people had gathered for the Machail Mata 
yatra.
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 Government of Jammu & Kashmir 
OFFICEOFTHEEXECUTIVEENGINEERPWD(R&B) DIVISION QAZIGUND 

NOTICEINVITINGTENDERS 

NITNo.17 OF R&B/QAZIGUND/2025-26 /E-TENDERING/2120-35 DATED:13-08-2025 

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor, Union Territory of J&K e-tenders are invited on %age basis from 
approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central 
Governments for each of the following works: - 

 

S. 
No

 
Name of Work 

Estimated 
Cost 

(in Rs) 

Basic Cost 

(In Rs) 

GST Amount 

(In Rs) 

Cost of 

T/Doc. 

(in Rs) 

Earnest 

Money 

(InRs) 

Time of 
Completion 

Head of 
Account 

Class of 

Contractor 

1. 

Construction of  
1x5 Meter Span 
RCC Culvert on 
Bahwatdar 
Cheerdar Road. 

1495730.57  1267568.28 228162.29  600/= 29915/= 
60  

Days 
3054  

M&R 

BEE, 
CEE & 

DEE 
Class 

Position of AAA : Accorded vide authorization No.ARD/CESK/2025-26/21 Dated: 28-06-2025 
Position of TS= Accorded vide order No.CE(R&B)SK/TS/63 of 2025-26 Dated: 12-08-2025 
The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of 
terms- and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental 
websitewww.jktenders.gov.in as per schedule of dates given below: 
S. 

No. 
 

Particulars 
 

Dated 
1 Date of Issue of Tender Notice  13.08.2025  

 
2 

 

Period of Downloading of bidder documents 
From 14.08.2025 (11:00 AM) 

To 25.08.2025 (04:00 PM) 

3 Bid submission Start Date From 14.08.2025 (11:00 AM) 

4 Bid Submission End Date To 25.08.2025 (04:00 PM) 

 
5 

 
Date and time of opening of bid(online) 

 26.08.2025 (11:00 AM) 

In the office of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) 
Division QAZIGUND. 

 
1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of tender document in shape of Treasury Challan / Receipt (Under MH- 0059 

PWD)infavourofExecutiveEngineerR&BDivisionQAZIGUND[TenderInvitingAuthority](NameofWorktobementio
ned on the Treasury Challan / Receipt)(Refer Govt. order No. O.M No. A/24 (2017)-651 Dt 07-06-2018 (The Date of 
Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End Date) and EMD (2% of 
advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division QAZIGUND 
(Tender receiving Authority). 

2. AlltheBiddershavetosubmitEarnestMoney/BidSecurity(EMD@2%ofAdvertisedCost)intheshapeof 
CDR/FDR/BG. Non submission of Earnest Money/Bid Security shall render the bidder as No-responsive. 

3. The 1st lowest responsive (Successful) Bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance Security in 
the shape of CDR/FDR/BG in favour ofExecutive Engineer R&B Division QAZIGUND (Tender receiving authority) within 
03 DaysbeforefixationofContractandshallbereleasedaftersuccessfulcompletionofDefectLiabilityPeriod(DLP)ofthe work. 
Failure to produce Performance Security shall render the L1 as non-responsive and case for debarring of the Contractor for a 
period of 01 Year be forwarded to Higher Authorities. 

4. The Earnest Money Deposit (EMD@2% of Advertised Cost) in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG of the successful Bidder shall be 
released after receiving Performance security @5% of the allotted cost in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG and same shall be 
released after successful completion of Defect Liability Period (DLP) of the work. 

 The bidders are requested to quote their rates excludingGST. GST @18Percentshall be added tothe contract value 
by the allotting authority at the time of issuance of allotment. 

5. The date and time of opening of Bid shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.inand conveyed to the bidders 
automatically through e-mail message on their e-mail address. The bids of Responsive bidders shall be opened online on 
same Web Site in the office of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) Division QAZIGUND. 

6. Thebidsfortheworkshallremainvalidforaperiodof120days from the date of Opening of Technical bids. 

7. The Earnest Money/Performance Security shall be forfeited If: 
a) Any bidder/tenderer withdraws his bid/tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modification in 

the terms and conditions of the bid. 
b) Failure of successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within specified time period 

beforeissue of letter of intent. 
c) SuccessfulBidderfailstoexecutetheagreementwithin28daysafterfixationofcontract. Page2of2 
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d) If at any stage of work, the Bidder back up from the contract, again the Performance security/EMD as well as 
work done claim will be forfeited. 

8. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process. 
a. Biddersareadvisedtodownloadbidsubmissionmanualfromthe“Downloads”optionaswellasfrom“Bidders Manual Kit” on 

website www.jktenders.gov.in to acquaint bid submission process. 
b. To participate in bidding process,bidder shavetoget‘DigitalSignatureCertificate(DSC)’asperInformation Technology 

Act-2000. Bidders can get digital certificate from any approved vendors. 
c. ThebiddershavetosubmittheirbidsonlineinelectronicformatwithdigitalSignature.NoFinancialbidwillbe accepted in 

physical form. 
d. Bids will be opened online as per time schedule mentionedinPara-1. 
e. Biddersmustensuretouploadscannedcopyofallnecessarydocumentswithbid. Note: 

- Scan all the documents on 100 dpi with black and white option. 

9. Thedepartmentwillnotberesponsiblefordelayinonlinesubmissionduetoanyreasons. 

10. Scanned copy of cost of tender document in the shape of Treasury Challan / Receipt in favour of Executive Engineer PWD(R&B) 
Division QAZIGUND (The Date of Treasury Challan should be between the date of Start of Bid and Bid Submission End 
Date and EMD in the shape of CDR/FDR/BG pledged to Executive Engineer PWD(R&B)Division QAZIGUND must be 
uploaded with the documents of the bid. The Original Treasury Challan (Cost of Tender Document), EMD and otherrelevant bid 
documents shall be obtained from the lowest bidder before the fixation of the Contract. 

11. Bidders are advised not to make any change in BOQ (BillofQuantities)contents.Innocasetheyshouldattemptto 
create similar BOQ manually. 

12. Price escalation and taxes: The %age quoted by the bidder entirely in Indian Rupees, shall be deemed to include 
price escalation and all taxes up to completion of the work. Deduction on account of taxes shall be made from the bills 
of the contractor on gross amount of the bill as per the rates prevailing at the time of recovery. 

13. Bidders are advised to use “My Documents” area in their user on R&B e-Tendering portal to store such documents as 
are required. 

14. In case of CRF and other specified project, there Levant guideline/standard bidding document shall be followed. 

15. Instruction to bidder (ITB) 

 All Bidders shall upload the following information and documents along with qualifying criteria/qualification 
information with the bids. 
a. AllbiddersshalluploadCopiesofOriginalDocumentsdefiningconstitution/Legalstatus,placeofregistrationandprincipa

lplaceofBusinesswithCellNo.andCorrespondenceAddress. All Bidders shall upload Treasury Challan (Cost of 
tender document) and Earnest Money/Bid Security. 

b. All Bidders shall upload Valid Registration with renewal (Latest),Valid GSTIN No.& ValidPANNo. 
But the registration card issued by the PWD(R&B) should be renewed by the issuing Department i,e PWD(R&B). 

c. The Registration Card should be online available on JKPWDOMS website created by JKPWD. 

 All Bidders shall upload Scanned Copy of GSTIN Registration and latest clearance 
certificate/Acknowledge Receipt of GST Return Copy “FORM GSTR-3B” Latest Quarter 
April-June 2025 Latest Month (June-2025) 

In light of the circular instructions issued by Finance Department vide circular No. 
01(Adm) FD of 2025 Dated: 08-07-2025 under endorsement No. FD-ST/75/2025-03 
Dated: 08-07-2025, it is mandatory for every participating supplier/contractor to 
disclose the bank account number which is linked with their GSTIN at the time of bid 
submission. 
  Therefore, all bidders shall accordingly note and comply with. 
  The successful bidder shall accordingly produce certificate to the effect before  
  issuance of allotment in his favour.   

 

 
 

2. The bidder a this own responsibility and risk should visit and examine the site of work and its surroundings before submission of bid. 
3. All the documents relating to the bid shall be in English language. 

 All construction materials shall be supplied by the contractor at his own cost as per the prescribed specifications 

4. If the bidder does not quote for any item of the rate list / quantity schedule, cost of such item/ items shall be deemed to be part of 

over all total contract value.No rate shall be allowed forsuchitem/items intheallotment ofcontract. 

5. Bidder must ensure to upload scanned copies of all necessary documents including tender documents fee in terms of soft copies 

withtechnical bid. No document(s) which has/have not been uploaded shall be entertained in the form of hard copy. However, in 

case ofany clarificationthe biddersshallhave to produceoriginaldocumentsin supportofsoft copies ifneedarises. 

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
PWD (R&B) DIVISION QAZIGUND

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS
NITNo.17 OF R&B/QAZIGUND/2025-26 /E-TENDERING/2120-35 DATED:13-08-2025

No. 2120-35 
DATED:13-08-2025

Sd/-
Ex.Engineer

DIPK-5191/25   Dt:13-08-2025

 
 

Government of Jammu & Kashmir UT 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
 FLOOD SPILL CHANNEL DIVISION NARBAL 

PIN No.193401 

Notice inviting e-Tender 

e- NIT No. 08 of  2025-26  Dated:  13/08/2025  

For and on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir,             e-tenders 
(in Single Cover System) on percentile basis are invited from approved and eligible contractors for the 
following works to be received by the Executive Engineer Flood Spill Channel Division Narbal. 

 
S.No 

 
Name of Work 

Est. Cost 
(Rs. In 
Lacs) 

Earnest 
Money 

Cost of 
T/Doc. 
(Rs.) 

Time of 
completion 

Class of 
Contractor 

M.H 
Account 

01 

Construction of Flood 
Protection work by way of Crate 
toe protection wall on 
Gogaldara Nallah at   RD 
12500m right side,RD 13290m 
and RD 16010m right side. 
                      Under 
Treatment of critical reaches of 
gogaldara Nallah and its 
tributaries                               
(Scheme 
Code:IRRSS2022100324) 
 

₹.27.29 
Lacs 54580 /- 800/- 50days AAY & BEE 

4711            
Flood 

Control 
Sector  
Capex 

Budget 

02 

Balance work of raising and 
strengthening of Peripheral 
bunds and Gund Hassi Bund of 
Hokersar Wetland at spots RD 
520 m to RD 565 m. 
                      Under 
Re-construction of Damaged 
sluice gates for various Nallahs 
on Soibug side of Hokarsar 
Wetland including 
strengthining of peripheral 
bunds. (Scheme 
Code:IRRSS2021100319). 
 

₹.3.07  
Lacs 6140/- 300/- 20days DEE 

4711            
Flood 

Control 
Sector  
Capex 

Budget 

         Position of AAA =Accorded, Position of TS = Sanctioned ,Position of funds: (100% Budgetary provision 2025-26)  

The Bidding documents consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, bill of quantities (B.O.Q), Set of 
terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental website 
www .jktenders. gov .in as per schedule of date given below:- 

1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice  13-08-2025 

2. 
Period of downloading of 
bidding documents  13-08-2025 from 1800 Hrs 

3. Bid submission Start Date  13-08-2025 from 1800 Hrs 

4. Bid Submission End Date  25-08-2025 upto 1600 Hrs 

5. Date & time of opening of Bids  26-08-2025 at 11.00 A.M in the Office of the Executive 
Engineer Flood Spill Channel Division Narbal. 

 
 

6 
Submission of Performance 
Security (PS) 

The bidder has to provide 5% of Adv. Cost   as  Performance 
Security within 7 days after opening of Financial Bid. 

Note:- 
1) :-     The Bidders are advised to read all conditions laid down in the NIT carefully before 

uploaded softcopy any short fall if any found in the soft copy the tender shall be rejected 
2) As per Circular issued by the Government of Jammu and Kashmir Civil Sectt. Finance 

department vide No.OM No.A/24(2017)-651 dtd. 07-06-2018 which reads as under :- 
a) Furnishing of Hard Copies of bids immediately after submission of E-tenders is 

dispensed with. The same should be obtained only from the Bidder who’s declared Ist 
Lowest (L-1) after opening of financial bids . 

b) The Cost of tenders should be collected by uploading a copy of necessary Treasury 
Challan/Receipt. 

1. Bids  must  be  accompanied  with  cost  of  Tender  document  in  shape  of  Treasury 
Challan/Receipt  (Debited  to  M.H.0701 –Rev. Misc)  and  Earnest  Money  in  the  shape of 
CDR/FDR in favour of Executive Engineer Flood Spill Channel Division Narbal failing which 
the tender will be rejected out rightly. The issuing date of CDR/FDR uploaded must  be  
between issuing  date  to  Bid Submission end date  of  NIT.  CDR/FDR   (Earnest money/Bid 
security)  and  relevant  bid  documents shall  be  obtained  from  the lowest bidder before the 
fixation of contract. 

2. The date and time of opening of Bids shall be notified on Web site www.jktenders.gov.in 
and conveyed to the bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail 
address. The bids of responsive bidders shall be opened online on same Web Site in the 
office of Executive Engineer Flood Spill Channel Division Narbal. 

3. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 90 days from the date of opening 
of bids. 

4. The normal deposits to be deducted as per GFR 2017 rules from running bills to be 
released after DLP of the work is over. 

5.  The tender opening authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders or any 
part of any tender without assigning reason thereof. 

6. Defect liability period of the work shall be commencing six months after completion of 
work.  

    
                Sd/-

                       
No. FSCDN/CS/ 2950-63                                                   Er. javaid Ahmad Kurpal 
Dated:    13/08/2025            Executive Engineer 
         Flood Spill Channel Division 

             Narbal.  

DIPK-5205/25   Dt: 14-08-2025

NOTICE
I have rented out the property / Shop to one namely Abdul Hameed Khan who have 
installed electricity meter provided by the Kashmir Power Development Corporation 
Ltd. (KPDCL) bearing consumer number: 0202050002914 under the jurisdiction of Sub 
Division Baghat. The person have vacated the shop few years ago and have kept the 
electricity connection active. Now I, the owner of the property / shop would like to 
disconnect the said electricity connection.
 Anybody having any objection may file the same with concern authorities within 07 
days at most. No objections shall be entertained after the said period.

Mohammad Yaseen Hakeem 
S/o. Mohammad Shaban Hakeem

R/o. New Airport Road, 
Parraypora Baghat

....79th I-Day eve
 Prez Murmu says India’s befitting reply 

to Pahalgam terror attack sent a clear message    
NEW DELHI : Terming April 22 Pahalgam 

terror attack as “cowardly and inhuman”, 
President Droupadi Murmu on Thursday said 
that our befitting reply made it clear to the world  
that India won’t succumb and terrorism won’t 
be tolerated.

President Murmu, while addressing the nation 
on the eve of 79th Independence Day, according 
to the news agency—Kashmir News Observer 
(KNO), condemned the scourge of terrorism 
that struck the country this year, describing 
the killing of innocent holidaymakers in Kash-
mir (Pahalgam) as a barbaric act aimed at divid-
ing the nation. “India responded with remark-
able unity, sending a message to the world,” she 
added. 

“India responded in a decisive manner and 
with steely resolve by launching Operation 
Sindoor,” she said, adding, “ It (Operation Sin-
door) demonstrated that  our armed forces are 
prepared to meet any eventuality when it comes 
to guarding the nation.”

The President described the ‘Operation Sindoor’ 
a significant landmark in the global fight against 
terrorism. “With strategic clarity and technical 
capability, our armed forces destroyed terrorist 
hubs across the border,” she said.

“In our response, what was most noticeable 
was our unity, which is also the most befitting 

response to those who wanted to divide us. Our 
unity was on display also in the multi-party 
delegations of the Members of Parliament that 
reached out to various nations to explain India’s 

position. The world has taken note of India’s 
stance, that we will not be the aggressor, but we 
will not hesitate to retaliate in defence of our 
citizens,” she said.

She linked this success to growing domestic 
capability under the Atmanirbhar Bharat initia-
tive. “Our indigenous manufacturing has achieved 
the critical level that makes us self-sufficient in 
meeting many of our security requirements.”

She said, “India responded with unity post-
terror attack which was the most befitting re-
sponse to those who wanted to divide us.”

“Operation Sindoor was not only a military 
success but also a test case for India's defence 
self-reliance. The outcome has proved we are 

on the right path.”
Beyond security, the President also spoke of 

national development goals. “India is placed on 
the path of becoming a developed economy by 
2047,” she said, citing good governance and zero 
tolerance for corruption as essential elements 
of that mission.

She reminded the country of its cultural and 
economic roots, marking August 7 as National 
Handloom Day. “Let us resolve to buy and use 
Indian products,” she urged, connecting the 
message to the ongoing Swadeshi and Make-in-
India efforts.

She also extended greetings to security person-
nel, civil servants, the judiciary, diplomats, and 
the diaspora. “With contribution from all of us, 
we will leave behind a planet in which life will 
be flourishing in natural order.”

President Murmu said, “The August 15 is a 
date etched in our collective memory. During 
the long years of colonial rule, generations of 
Indians dreamt of the day of independence. Men 
and women, old and young, from all parts of the 
country, yearned to throw away the yoke of 
foreign rule. Their struggle was marked by ro-
bust optimism, which has continued to propel 
our progress since Independence too.”

 She said, “As we salute the tricolour tomorrow, 
we will also be paying homage to the memory 

of all freedom fighters whose sacrifices won 
India Independence on the 15th of August, 78 
years ago.”

“After regaining our freedom, we also became 
a democracy with universal adult franchise. In 
other words, we the people of India put the 
power to shape our destiny in the hands of each 
of us, without any restrictions of gender, religion 
and other factors that had barred many people 
from voting in other democracies,” the President 
said.

“In spite of many challenges, the people of 
India made a successful transition to democ-
racy. The transition was a natural reflection of 
our ancient democratic ethos. India had the 
oldest republics in the world. It is rightly ac-
knowledged as the mother of democracy. When 
we adopted the Constitution, it provided the 
edifice of democracy. We built democratic in-
stitutions that strengthened the practice of 
democracy. We prize our Constitution and our 
democracy above everything else,” she said.

“As we look back on the past, we must not 
forget the pain inflicted by the Partition of the 
country. Today we observed Vibhajan Vibhishika 
Smriti Diwas. Terrible violence was witnessed, 
and millions were forced to relocate due to Par-
tition. Today, we pay tributes to the victims of 
the follies of history,” she added. (KNO)
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NEW DELHI: Union Minister for Agricul-
ture & Farmers’ Welfare and Rural Develop-
ment, Shivraj Singh Chouhan, on Thursday 
chaired a high-level meeting in the national 
capital with state agriculture ministers, senior 
officials, scientists, and representatives from 
across the country to review preparations for 
the upcoming Rabi season and address pressing 
issues in the farm sector.

According to the Press Information Bureau 
(PIB) the meeting, attended by Agriculture Sec-
retary Shri Devesh Chaturvedi, ICAR Director 
General Dr. M.L. Jat, and state agriculture min-
isters from Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh, Bihar, Karnataka, Uttarakhand, Chhat-
tisgarh, as well as representatives from Gujarat 
and Punjab, covered a wide range of subjects 
— including fertiliser availability, certification 
of bio-stimulants, natural farming, production 
of pulses and oilseeds, crop insurance claims in 
disaster-hit regions, and the ministry’s long-term 
agricultural action plan.

Chouhan announced that the Viksit Krishi 
Sankalp Abhiyan for the Rabi crop will be for-
mally launched on October 3, 2025 — coinciding 
with Vijay Parv — and will run until Dhanteras 
on October 18. A two-day national conference 
on September 15–16 in New Delhi will precede 
the launch, bringing together state agriculture 

ministers, senior bureaucrats, and experts to 
finalise strategies.

The minister urged states to come prepared 
with accurate data on fertiliser requirements for 

the season and confirmed that he would person-
ally write to Chief Ministers to ensure high-level 
participation in the conference. “We must work 
collectively to ensure the Rabi campaign begins 
with full preparedness,” he said.

One of the central themes of the meeting was 
fertiliser management. Several states, including 
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, 
Karnataka, and Punjab, raised concerns about 
urea shortages. Shri Chouhan acknowledged that 
the heightened demand could be due to increased 
sowing following good monsoon rains or possible 
diversion of urea for non-agricultural purposes.

“If the demand is genuine for farming, the 

government will ensure full supply,” he assured. 
“However, misuse or black marketing will not be 
tolerated. State governments must form moni-
toring committees and take strict action if any 

irregularities are found.”
He also directed that only the 600 

bio-stimulants certified so far should be 
sold to farmers, warning against forcing 
farmers to purchase additional products 
with fertilisers. “Earlier, nearly 30,000 
bio-stimulant products were in circulation 
without proper certification. This must 
end,” he said.

The meeting reviewed preparations for 
the National Mission on Natural Farming, 

which will be launched by the Prime Minister 
on August 23. Shri Chouhan asked states to 
meet mission targets and step up promotion of 
natural farming practices.

On pulses and oilseeds production, he called 
for state agriculture ministers to personally lead 
campaigns, noting that increasing domestic 
output is essential to meeting national consump-
tion needs and reducing imports.

With states like Uttarakhand and Uttar 
Pradesh reporting flood-related crop damage, 
the minister emphasised swift settlement of 
claims under the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima 
Yojana. He reiterated the government’s policy 

that if any insurance company or state delays 
claim settlements, farmers will be compensated 
with an additional 12% interest, credited di-
rectly to their bank accounts through digital 
payment systems.

Chouhan directed the preparation of a five-
year agricultural action plan incorporating inputs 
from progressive farmers, experts, and other 
stakeholders. He also stressed the importance 
of widely publicising the ministry’s toll-free 
helpline for resolving farmers’ grievances.(PIB)

Union Agriculture Minister Charts 
Roadmap for Rabi Season, Fertiliser Supply

Rajnath Singh Meets 
Tribal Students from 
Andaman & Nicobar 
Islands in Delhi

NEW DELHI: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 
on Thursday interacted with 30 meritorious higher 
secondary students from tribal communities of 
the Andaman & Nicobar Islands at South Block, 
as part of Aarohan: Dweep to Delhi, a seven-day 
national integration tour organised by the Anda-
man & Nicobar Command (ANC).

A Defence Spokesperson told the Press Infor-
mation Bureau that the students will witness the 
Independence Day celebrations at the Red Fort 
on August 15.

Singh urged the students to focus on character 
building along with academic excellence, stressing 
the importance of human values. He encouraged 
them to face challenges with confidence and con-
tribute to making India stronger in the future.

The Defence Minister offered sweets to the 
students and received a traditional handcrafted 
souvenir from tribal artisans. He praised the 
initiative, supported by the Integrated Defence 
Staff, HQ Delhi Area, and the civil administra-
tion of the Islands.

The tour aims to expose island youth to India’s 
culture, heritage, infrastructure, and academic 
opportunities, with visits planned to landmarks 
such as the Red Fort, India Gate, National War 
Memorial, Taj Mahal, Delhi Technological Uni-
versity, and the National Science Centre. (PIB)

The minister urged states
 to come prepared with accurate 
data on fertiliser requirements for 
the season and confirmed that he 
would personally write to Chief 
Ministers to ensure high-level 
participation in the conference. 
“We must work collectively to 
ensure the Rabi campaign begins 
with full preparedness,” he said.

Zelenskyy meets with UK's Starmer as 
Europe braces for Trump-Putin summit

LONDON: British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer welcomed Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy to London on Thursday, a day 
before a critical US-Russia summit in Alaska.

The two embraced warmly outside Starmer's 
offices at 10 Downing Street, without making 

any comments. Zelenskyy's trip to the British 
capital comes a day after he took part in virtual 
meetings from Berlin with US President Donald 
Trump and the leaders of several European 
countries.

Those leaders said Trump had assured them 
he would make a priority of trying to achieve 
a ceasefire in Ukraine when he meets with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin on Friday 
in Anchorage.

Ahead of Thursday's meeting, Starmer said 
further sanctions could be imposed on Russia 
should Putin fail to engage.

“It is important to remind colleagues that 
we do stand ready also to increase pressure on 
Russia, particularly the economy, with sanc-
tions and wider measures as may be necessary,” 
Starmer said.

Both Zelenskyy and the Europeans have 
worried the bilateral US-Russia summit would 
leave them and their interests sidelined, and that 
any conclusions reached could favour Moscow 
and leave Ukraine and Europe's future security 
in jeopardy with Russia's full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine now in its fourth year.

Yet some of those leaders, like German 
Chancellor Friedrich Merz and French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron, praised Wednesday's 
video conference with Trump as constructive.

Speaking after the meetings to reporters, 
Trump warned of “very severe consequences” 

for Russia if Putin does not agree to stop the 
war against Ukraine after Friday's meeting.

Territorial integrity
Starmer on Wednesday said the Alaska 

summit would be “hugely important,” and could 
be a “viable” path to a ceasefire in Ukraine.

But he also alluded to European concerns 
that Trump may strike a deal that forces Ukraine 
to cede territory to Russia, and warned that 
Western allies must be prepared to step up 
pressure on Russia if necessary.

During a call Wednesday among leaders of 
countries involved in the “coalition of the will-
ing” — those who are prepared to help police 
any future peace agreement between Moscow 
and Kyiv — Starmer stressed that any deal 
reached on bringing the fighting to an end must 
protect the “territorial integrity” of Ukraine.

“International borders cannot be, and 
must not be changed by force," he said. “Any 
talk about borders, diplomacy, ceasefire has 
to sit alongside a robust and credible security 
guarantee to ensure that any peace, if there is 
peace, is lasting peace and Ukraine can defend 
its territorial integrity as part of any deal.”

Macron: Trump willing to share in security 
guarantees

Kyiv has long insisted that safeguards against 
future Russian attacks provided by its Western 
allies would be a precondition for achieving a 
durable end to the fighting in Ukraine. Yet many 
Western governments have been hesitant to 
commit to engaging their military personnel.

Countries in the “coalition of the willing,” 
which include France and the UK, have been 
trying for months to secure US security backing 
should it be required.

Following Wednesday's virtual meetings, 
Macron said Trump told the assembled leaders 
that while the NATO military alliance must not 
be part of future security guarantees, the US 
leader agreed that “the United States and all 
the parties involved should take part”.

“It's a very important clarification that we 
have received,” Macron said.

European Council President Antonio Costa 
also welcomed “the readiness of the United States 
to share with Europe the efforts to reinforce 
security conditions once we obtain a durable 
and just peace for Ukraine.” (PTI)

Kyiv has long insisted 
that safeguards against 
future Russian attacks 

provided by its Western allies 
would be a precondition for 
achieving a durable end to 
the fighting in Ukraine. Yet 
many Western governments 
have been hesitant to 
commit to engaging their 
military personnel.

Putin praises Trump's efforts to end Ukraine 

war ahead of Friday summit in Alaska
LONDON: Russian President Vladimir 

Putin on Thursday praised US President Don-
ald Trump's efforts to end the war in Ukraine, 
more than three years after Moscow launched 
its invasion, as the two leaders prepared for a 
pivotal US–Russia summit Friday in Alaska.

Following a meeting Thursday with top 
government officials on the summit, Putin said 
in a short video released by the Kremlin that 
the Trump administration was making “quite 
energetic and sincere efforts to stop the hos-
tilities” and to “reach agreements that are of 
interest to all parties involved.”

Putin also suggested that “long-term condi-
tions of peace between our countries, and in 
Europe, and in the world as a whole,” could be 
reached under an agreement with the US on 
nuclear arms control.

Meanwhile, Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy and other European leaders worked 
to ensure their interests are taken into account 
when Trump and Putin meet in Anchorage.

Uncertainty for Europe
UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer welcomed 

Zelenskyy to London on Thursday in a show 
of British support for Ukraine a day before the 
critical Trump-Putin meeting. The two embraced 
warmly outside Starmer's offices at 10 Down-

ing Street without making any comments, and 
Zelenskyy departed about an hour later.

Zelenskyy's trip to the British capital came 
a day after he took part in virtual meetings from 
Berlin with Trump and the leaders of several 
European countries. Those leaders said that 

Trump had assured them that he would make 
a priority of trying to achieve a ceasefire in 
Ukraine when he meets with Putin.

Speaking after the meetings to reporters, 

Trump warned of “very severe consequences” 
for Russia if Putin doesn't agree to stop the war 
against Ukraine after Friday's meeting.

While some European leaders, including 
German Chancellor Friedrich Merz and French 
President Emmanuel Macron, praised Wednes-
day's video conference with Trump as constructive, 
uncertainty remained over how the US leader 
— whose rhetoric toward both Zelenskyy and 
Putin has evolved dramatically since retaking 
office this year — would conduct negotiations 
in the absence of any other interested parties.

Both Zelenskyy and the Europeans have 
worried that the bilateral US-Russia summit 
would leave them and their interests sidelined, 
and that any conclusions could favour Moscow 
and leave Ukraine and Europe's future security 
in jeopardy.

Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov tamped 
down expectations for any breakthroughs from 
the Friday summit, saying there were no plans 
to sign documents and that it would be a “big 
mistake” to predict the results of the negotia-
tions, according to Russian news outlet Interfax.

The Kremlin on Thursday said the meeting 
between Trump and Putin would begin at 11:30 
am local time. Putin's foreign policy adviser, 
Yuri Ushakov, told reporters that Trump and 
Putin will first sit down for a one-on-one meeting 
followed by a meeting between the two delega-
tions. Then talks will continue over “a working 
breakfast.” A joint news conference will follow.

Ukraine's territorial integrity
Starmer said Wednesday that the Alaska 

summit could be a path to a ceasefire in Ukraine, 
but he also alluded to European concerns that 
Trump may strike a deal that forces Ukraine to 
cede territory to Russia. He warned that Western 
allies must be prepared to step up pressure on 
Russia if necessary. (PTI)

Zelenskyy's trip to the British 
capital came a day after he took part 
in virtual meetings from Berlin with 
Trump and the leaders of several 
European countries. Those leaders 
said that Trump had assured them that 
he would make a priority of trying to 
achieve a ceasefire in Ukraine 
when he meets with Putin.

NeGD, IIM Ahmedabad
 Train 27 Officers on

 Digital Transformation 
in Governance

AHMEDABAD: In a move to strengthen the nation’s 
digital governance capabilities, the National e-Governance 
Division (NeGD) of the Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology (MeitY) organized a four-day capacity building 
programme on “Digital Transformation of the Organization 
& Economy” at the Indian Institute of Management (IIM), 
Ahmedabad, from August 11 to 14, 2025.

According to the Press Information Bureau (PIB), the ini-
tiative forms part of the broader Digital India vision, aimed at 
equipping government officials with the knowledge and tools 
needed to drive technology-led governance reforms.

The programme brought together 27 officers from diverse 
Central Ministries, State Governments, and Union Territories, 
representing regions such as Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, New 
Delhi, Lakshadweep, Madhya Pradesh, Puducherry, Rajasthan, 
Telangana, Uttar Pradesh, and West Bengal. This multi-state 
participation underscored the central government’s emphasis 
on uniform capacity building across the country.

The training was formally inaugurated on August 11 by 
Rajnish Kumar, Chief Operating Officer and Director, NeGD, 
MeitY. In his opening address, Shri Kumar lauded India’s 
pioneering efforts in building Digital Public Infrastructure 
(DPI) — including identity, payments, and data exchange plat-
forms — and their role in delivering citizen-centric services. 
He called upon participants to focus on developing case studies, 
policy frameworks, and robust impact assessments to guide 
the next phase of the nation’s digital transformation journey.

Structured to provide a comprehensive understanding 
of the digital economy’s dynamics, the programme’s cur-
riculum combined thematic modules, expert lectures, case 
study discussions, and hands-on exercises. Core focus areas 
included responsible digital transformation, leveraging data 
for informed decision-making, inclusive service delivery mod-
els, and harnessing emerging technologies such as Artificial 
Intelligence for governance. Participants were encouraged 
to examine real-world applications in critical sectors, from 
healthcare to public administration, to bridge theory with 
practical implementation.

By integrating academic insights with operational reali-
ties, the sessions aimed to foster innovation-oriented thinking 
among officials, enabling them to design, lead, and execute 
e-Governance projects with measurable impact. The train-
ing also stressed the strategic value of digital technologies 
in enhancing efficiency, transparency, and citizen trust in 
public service delivery.

The capacity-building efforts align with the Digital India 
Programme’s long-term goal of creating a skilled cadre of 
government professionals capable of conceptualizing and 
implementing digital governance initiatives at all levels. 
According to NeGD, sustained outreach and tailored training 
programmes are being deployed nationwide to ensure that the 
benefits of digital transformation reach every administrative 
tier and citizen demographic.

With the successful conclusion of the IIM Ahmedabad 
programme, MeitY and NeGD reaffirmed their commitment 
to fostering a digitally empowered governance ecosystem, 
positioning India as a global leader in technology-driven 
public administration. (PIB)

PM Oli to visit China
 for SCO summit

KATHMANDU: Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli will 
visit China later this month to participate in the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation summit, which will be attended 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi 
Jinping among others.

Oli will embark on August 30 for a five day visit to China 
to attend the Tianjin Summit of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO), according to sources close to the Prime 
Minister.

The Tianjin Summit of the SCO will be held from August 
31 to September 1.

However, there is no official announcement of the visit as yet.
Oli's visit to China comes weeks ahead of his scheduled 

visit to India towards mid-September. The visit to New Delhi, 
too, is yet to be announced officially.

Raghubir Mahaseth, head of foreign affairs of the ruling 
Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist–Leninist) party, 
confirmed Oli's travel to China on August 30. Mahaseth, how-
ever, gave no details.

Oli is also likely to meet Chinese President Xi Jinping 
during his visit to the northern neighbour, sources said.

Nepal joined SCO as Dialogue Partner after signing Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU) with SCO Secretariat on 
March 22, 2016. The MoU defines scope of Nepal's engagement 
with SCO in the field of trade, transit and investment, energy, 
agriculture, small and medium business; security issues; 
legal and customs affairs; transport and communications; 
science and technology, education, health, culture and tour-
ism, and disasters.

The prime minister had earlier paid an official visit to 
China in December 2024, months after assuming office for 
the fourth time last year. (PTI)
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WAZWAN 
DELIGHTS

CAFE & RESTAURANT

HOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

ONLY FRESH PRODUCTS

NH 44 VESSU ANATNAG NEAR CRPF CAMP-192101

DAAL ROTI, BURGER, MOMOS, etc
Biryani, Fried Rice, Piza, Chiken Roll, 

kanti, kabab Rista , Yakni

CONTACT NO: 
9149631319
6006116690
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