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10th Y
ear

N
epal's 'm

iracle' takes them
 into

W
orld Cup Q

ualifiers

Know
ledge Initiative: Prof M

attoo, A
ltaf 

Bukhari chair W
orking Group m

eet
P

/
8

P
/6

P
/
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PD
P pitches for resum

ption of Indo-Pak 
D

ialogue, term
s people of JK basic 

5 accused behind terrorist’s escape from
 SM

HS hospital in NIA custody

Union M
inister R

D
D

 N
arendra Singh Tom

ar 
review

s R
D

D
, PM

GSY w
orks in JK

Assures full financial, technological support to State Govt to execute various Centrally Sponsored Schem
es

JRL calls
for shutdown on 

Saturday
SR

IN
A

G
A

R
, FEB 15: Shifting political inm

ates 
and lifers from

 Srinagar central jail, cancellation 
of FIR against Shupian killers by Indian suprem

e 
court and brutal killing of H

urriyat leader M
uham

-
m

ad Yousuf N
adeem

 are all glaring exam
ple of 

tyran
ny un

leashed against K
ash

m
iris. Th

is w
as 

stated by Joint resistance leaders Syed A
li Shah 

G
eelani, M

irw
aiz D

octor M
uham

m
ad U

m
ar Farooq 

and A
lhaaj M

uham
m

ad Yasin M
alik in a joint press 

release issued today. Leaders and activists from
 

Joint resistance leadership today staged a peaceful 
sit-in and rally against illegal shifting of m

any in-
m

ates including som
e lifers to Jam

m
u jails, Indian 

Suprem
e Court orders to cancel FIR against arm

y 
and brutal killing of H

urriyat activist M
uham

m
ad 

You
su

f N
adeem

 by som
e u

n
know

n gu
n

m
en at 

Beerw
ah. JR

L leaders and activists today gathered 
at JK

LF office A
bi-G

u
zar and m

arched tow
ards 

press enclave w
here they staged a peaceful sit-in. 

w
ith placards in hands and raising slogans against
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PDP pitches for resum
ption of Indo-Pak Dialogue, 

term
s people of JK basic stakeholders

DAY 4:

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15:   The K
ash-

m
ir valley rem

ained cut off from
 

rest of the country for the fourth 
consecutive day on Thursday due 
closure of 300-km

-long Srinagar-
Jam

m
u national highw

ay follow
ing 

fresh landslide after snow
 and rain.

D
ozens of far-flung and rem

ote 
villages, including those near the 
Line of Control (LoC) in north K

ash-
m

ir, rem
ained cut off from

 their 
respective district headquarters 
due to accum

ulation of snow
 and 

slippery road conditions.
The national highw

ay, linking 
Ladakh region w

ith K
ashm

ir and 

86-km
-long historic M

ughal road 
also rem

ained closed.
H

undreds of vehicle, including 
those carrying passengers besides 
tw

o bodies, rem
ained stranded at 

different places on the highw
ay. 

K
ashm

ir-bound passengers strand-
ed at Jam

m
u alleged that the local 

authorities have failed to provide 
them

 any relief and they are being 
charged extra by the local traders.

The road at Penthal and A
nokha-

pal w
as cleared yesterday in the 

afternoon but before vehicles could 
be allow

ed to m
ove, there w

ere 
fresh landslides at other places also, 

a traffic p
olice official said on 

Thursday m
orning.

H
e said the Border Roads O

r-
ganisation (BRO

), responsible for 
the m

aintenance of the highw
ay, 

has been w
orking alm

ost round-
the-clock to put through the traf-
fic.The BRO

 has already pressed 
into service sophisticated m

achines 
and m

en to clear the landslides.
The national highw

ay w
as closed 

on M
onday due to snow

, landslides 
and slippery road condition.

”W
e w

ill allow
 traffic only

TU
R

N
 O

N
 PA

G
E | 6

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15:    The N
a-

tional Investigation A
gency (N

IA) 
today took the custody of five accused 
arrested by the Jam

m
u and K

ashm
ir 

Police in connection w
ith the escape 

of Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorist M
oham

-
m

ed N
aveed Jhatt from

 the SM
H

S 
hospital, an official spokesm

an said 
here.The N

IA spokesm
an said the court 

of C
h

ief Judicial M
agistrate here 

granted a tw
o-day transit rem

and 
of the five accused w

ho had been 
nabbed by the police on February 
8, tw

o days after the escape of 22-year-
old Jhatt alias A

bu H
an

zalla from
 

the busy hospital in the city.
The five accused —

 Shakeel A
hm

ed 
Bhat, Tika K

han, Syed Tajam
ul Islam

, 
M

oh
am

m
ed Sh

afi W
an

i and Jan 
M

oham
m

ed G
anai —

 w
ere arrested 

by the police for allegedly conspir-

ing in the escape of Jhatt. A
ll the five 

accused are residents of Pulw
am

a.
The N

IA
 re-registered the case 

pertaining to the escape from
 cus-

tody of Jhatt from
 the SM

H
S hospi-

tal w
here he w

as brought in for 
treatm

ent on February 6.
The accused w

ill be produced 
before the N

IA
 special court at Jam

-
m

u tom
orrow

 for seeking police
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'Since inception, Party 
w

orking to m
ake peace 

state’s inseparable 
feature'

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15: The 
Peoples’ D

em
ocratic Party 

(PD
P) on Thursday pitched 

for the reconciliation betw
een 

Indo-Pak at an earliest, stat-
ing that the people of the 
state have been bearing the 
brunt of the hostilities for 

decades and they yearn for 
peace and tranquility. Con-
cerned over the escalation 
of tensions betw

een the tw
o 

countries on borders, the PD
P 

said the loss of precious lives 
w

as incorrigible and need 
to be stopped sans any delay.

PD
P G

eneral Secretary, 
Peerzada M

ansoor H
ussain 

w
hile addressing people in 

Central K
ashm

ir’s Beerw
ah 

said the PD
P has been de-

m
anding, since its inception 

that dialogue betw
een the 

tw
o countries is inevitable 

for the peaceful South A
sia 

and that people of the state 
are the basic stakeholders 
in the talks betw

een the tw
o 

countries. “The people in JK
 

are the w
orst sufferers of the 

bloodshed and m
ayhem

 and 
are the basic stakeholders 
w

ithout w
hom

 no dialogue 
can reach to the logical con-
clusion. Both the countries 
need to take the people in 
confidence ahead of treading 
ahead,” PD

P general secretary 

said.Peerzada M
ansoor said 

the PD
P founder and form

er 
Jam

m
u and K

ashm
ir chief 

m
inister M

ufti M
oham

m
ad 

Sayeed never believed in the 
politics of deceit and alw

ays 
pursued the agenda of peo-
ples’ w

ell being w
ith earnest 

efforts and selfless courage. 
“M

ufti sahib never did the 
p

olitics of an
im

osity and 
never lured the people once 
in the nam

e of Q
uit K

ashm
ir
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Citizens of J&K jointly urge India and 
Pakistan for cession of hostilities on the LoC

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15:   In a joint calling 
attention petition, over 130 em

inent citi-
zens of the divided State of Jam

m
u and 

K
ash

m
ir u

rged Indian Prim
e M

in
ister 

N
arendra M

odi and Pakistan’s Prim
e M

in-
ister Sh

ah
id K

h
aqan A

bbasi to resu
m

e 
ceasefire along the Line of Control and 
begin the process of dialogue to resolve 
the K

ash
m

ir issue by includin
g all the 

people of Jam
m

u and K
ashm

ir. This initia-
tive w

as led by tw
o em

inent civil society 
activists across the LoC; A

nuradha Bhasin, 
Executive Editor, daily K

ash
m

ir Tim
es, 

Jam
m

u and Ershad M
ahm

ud, Executive 
D

irector, Center for Peace, D
evelopm

ent 
and Reform

s.

The petition has already gained m
o-

m
entum

 and people are com
ing together 

in a significant num
ber to take ow

nership 
of this initiative. It so far has got signatures 
from

 various senior political leaders, po-
ets, authors, journalists, civil society activ-
ists, form

er civil servants, ex-diplom
ats 

and arm
y person

nel, as w
ell as people 

from
 the academ

ia.
The petition pronounces that if current 

tension at the borders is allow
ed to prolong, 

it w
ill jeopardize the stability of the region 

and m
ight escalate into an all-out w

ar. 
Besides, the skirm

ishes at the LoC augm
ent 

the sufferings of the people residing
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R
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Govt reiterates ban on 
cigarette sm

oking in
its offices 

JA
M

M
U

, FEB 15: Jam
m

u and K
ashm

ir governm
ent 

on Thursday ordered all concerned to ensure strict 
im

plem
entation of the ban im

posed on sm
oking in 

all governm
ent offices. A

s per a circular issued here, 
the governm

ent directed the concerned authorities 
to initiate appropriate “penal action” against the de-
faulters under rules.

“In order to strictly enforce the provisions of the 
Cigarettes and other Tobacco Products (Prohibition 
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Police hold 
public meetings 

at Kargil and 
Srinagar

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15:  O
n 

the direction of SSP K
argil 

T.G
yalpo and under the su-

pervision of A
dditional SP 

K
argil A

run G
upta, a PCPG

 
(Police Com

m
unity Partner-

ship G
roup) m

eeting w
as held 

at Police Station K
argil by 

SH
O

 Kargil Inspector G
hulam

 
A

li in presence of SI Feroze 
A

hm
ed Incharge Police Post 

Shilikchey Bazar K
argil.

The m
eetin

g w
as par-

ticipated by the office bear-
ers of M

erchant A
ssociation, 

Taxi O
perators U

nion, Bus 
O

perators U
nion, O

m
ni Van 

U
nion, M

ini Bus O
perators 

U
nion, 407 M

ini Truck O
p-

erators U
nion and 207 Load 

Carrier U
nion.

D
uring the m

eeting, the 
O

ffice Bearers of these A
s-

sociation
s put forth their 

grievances to w
hich the O

f-
ficers gave a patient hearing
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SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15:   U
nion M

inister for Rural 
D

evelopm
ent, Panchayati R

aj N
arendra Singh 

Tom
ar today urged the state to speed up the 

execution of R
u

ral D
evelopm

ent Schem
es to 

ach
ieve the goal of a developed country. The 

U
n

ion m
in

ister said th
is w

h
ile review

ing the 
im

plem
entation of various schem

es under Rural 
D

evelopm
ent in J&

K
 State w

h
ile M

in
ister for 

Rural D
evelopm

ent, A
bdul H

aq khan, Com
m

is-
sioner Secretary R

&
B Sanjeev Verm

a, 
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Skyrocketing 
airfares choking 

Tourism in 
Kashmir

 
�

Bilal Bashir Bhat

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15: N
ot-

w
ith

standing the tourism
 

prom
otion drives by the 

Jam
m

u and K
ashm

ir govern-
m

ent in different states of 
India, the u

nprecedented 
airfares are hitting the tour-
ism

 industry in Valley. Em
p-

ty Shikaras in D
al lake and 

a n
ear-deserted view

 in 
w

orld-fam
ou

s Ski resort 
G

u
lm

arg is reflectin
g the 

ground reality on how
 airfare 

to and from
 Srin

agar h
as 

becom
e u

n
affordable for 

tourists. 
To boost the tou

rism
 

w
here w

e see m
any signifi-

cant decisions by the Jam
m

u 
and Kashm

ir Tourism
 depart-

m
ent like con

ductin
g of 

w
inter festival at sum

m
er 

destination Pahalgam
, the 

state seem
s unaw

are of the 
fact that the air ticket prizes 
are becom

ing a m
ajor cause 

for the tou
rists to choose 

another place for outing. 
The Jam

m
u and K

ashm
ir 

Tourism
 departm

ent w
hich 

is conducting several road 
sh

ow
s, sym

p
osiu

m
s an

d 
sem

inars in different states 
of India aim

ed to boost the
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SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15: “If there is ever 
a heaven on earth, its here, its here, its 
here in K

ashm
ir,” these are the w

orld 
of M

ughal em
peror Jahangir during 

h
is stay here in a houseboat on the 

m
esm

erizing D
al Lake in seventeenth 

century. 
K

ashm
ir is renow

ned globally as 
heaven on earth

, how
ever, over the 

last three decades continuous blood-
shed, violence and devastation of en-
vironm

ent have caused a great havoc 
and m

ade life in K
ashm

ir m
iserable. 

Funerals of conflict have becom
e dai-

ly occu
rrence and m

others, sisters 
crying over the dead bodies daily scenes. 

The urge on the ground is that steps 
should be taken to return K

ashm
ir back 

to norm
alcy.

A
m

anullah A
hm

ad, an aged person 
states – “W

e as a society have destroyed 
our old good tim

es and w
orsened even 

the political situation by m
aking our-

selves a football betw
een the global 

pow
ers. A

s a result daily killings, blood-
shed have becom

e our fate . Even w
hat 

w
e as a society have done to environ-

m
ent by our acts prove that w

e are 
becom

ing uncivilized. The conditions 
of our forests, w

ater bodies, gardens, 
m

ountains and nearby surrounding 
aptly prove the above veracity. If you 

continually pollute your house and let 
it becom

e dirty and allow
 roaches and 

bacteria to live in it, then how
 can you 

live in that house? You w
ill just be sick. 

The sam
e goes for the environm

ent. It 
is therefore logical for us to take care 
of the environm

ent. W
e need to revive 

the good old tim
es of sense of secu-

rity and care for our surroundings.”
Even the em

inent personalities are 
not satisfied w

ith the direction w
e are 

taking as the society.
R

iyaz Choudary, social activist gets 
nostalgic about past glorious tim

es of 
K

ashm
ir as he spent prim

e of his
TU
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Dog sterilization program
 to resum

e in 
Srinagar City: SM

C Com
m

issioner
Directs for closure of open garbage points in city

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB
 15: Com

m
issioner of 

Srinagar M
unicipal Corporation (SM

C), R
i-

yaz A
hm

ad W
ani along w

ith the senior of-
ficers of the corporationsThursday review

ed 
the progress of various functions in his of-
ficer cham

bers here at Central O
ffice K

aran 
N

agar.
B

esides takin
g certain decision

s and 
passing on various directions on beautifica-
tion of city, clearance of footpaths, intensi-
fying anti-encroachm

ents drives in the city; 
the m

ajor thrust w
as tackling of dog m

en-
ace in the City.

Various directions w
ith regard to tack-

ling of dog m
enace w

ere passed on during
TU

R
N

 O
N

 PA
G

E | 6
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Power Key To 21st Century 

Development: PM Modi
FE NEWS NETWORK

BANSWARA (RAJASTHAN): Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday 
accused the erstwhile Congress govern-
ment of ignoring the importance of elec-
tricity, saying increasing power pro-
duction is necessary for any country 
to develop rapidly in the 21st century.

“Before 2014, there were 2.5 crore 
households in India that did not have 
electricity connection. Even after 70 
years of Independence, electricity poles 
had not even been installed in 18,000 
villages across the country.

“The Congress government did not 
pay any attention to the importance 
of electricity,” Modi said while addressing 
a public meeting in this Rajasthan district 
on Thursday, where he laid foundation 
for a nuclear power project to be built at 
a cost of Rs 42,000 crore.

“Power cuts were frequent during Con-
gress rule. It was considered a big deal if 

there was electricity for even four-five 
hours in the villages. People would con-
gratulate each other when electricity 
came,” Modi said.

“New industries could not be established 
(during Congress rule). In 2014, our gov-

ernment resolved to change this situation 
as electricity reached every village in the 
country, and life became easier for the 
people,” he said.

In the twenty-first century, any country 
that wants to develop rapidly must increase 
power production, he said.

LG Sinha Launches ATL Sarthi, Hails 
PM’s Vision For An Innovative India

FE NEWS NETWORK

Attends launch ceremony of ATL
 Sarthi at University of Kashmir 

SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Governor 
Manoj Sinha on Thursday said that 

Jammu and Kashmir’s innovation 
ecosystem is steadily transforming at 
school level by Atal Tinkering Labs.

“Jammu, Udhampur, Rajouri, Kulgam, 
Shopian, Srinagar and many other 
districts are witnessing significant 
rise of student-led innovation and 
equipping students with future-ready 
skills,” he said at the launch ceremo-

ny of ATL Sarthi at University of 
Kashmir.

The Lieutenant Governor expressed 

gratitude to the Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi for 500 additional Atal 
Tinkering Labs for Jammu and Kash-
mir, at a cost of Rs 100 crore, under the 
Frontier Region Program.

He said these additional labs will 

play a crucial role in inclusive innova-
tion by starting Atal Tinkering Labs 
in remote and tribal areas.

The Lieutenant Governor also em-
phasised the need to increase the 
number of Atal Tinkering Labs in the 
Jammu division. He said these labs 
will provide the youth of the region 
with the vast opportunity to invent 
effective solutions to local problems 

in areas such as agriculture, handi-
crafts, tourism, and disaster manage-
ment.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is 
transforming India into a society 
driven by innovation, Lieutenant Gov-
ernor said earlier. He said India is a 
global leader in Artificial Intelligence, 
AI-driven solutions for various sectors 
and expanding its reach to design 

Streamlining Recruitment...

Govt Establishes New 
Rules Committee

 FE NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Jammu and Kashmir 
government on Thursday ordered the 
constitution of a high-level committee for 
developing a Single Window System to 
process Recruitment Rules in a time-bound 
manner.

An order issued by GAD-JK, Principal 

Secretary to the Government, Public Works 
(R&B) Department has been appointed as 
the Chairman of the committee. 

J&K Govt To Provide 5-Marla Land
 To Flood-Affected Families: CM Omar
FE NEWS NETWORK

BILLAWAR (KATHUA): Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah announced 
that the government has decided 
to provide five marlas of land each 
to all flood-affected families who 
have been rendered homeless and 

have suffered both on account of 
their houses destroyed and left 
without land due to landslides and 
flashfloods which has taken away 

their everything so that they are 
able to construct their dwelling 
units on the allotted land.

The Chief Minister made this an-
nouncement while interacting with 
residents of Duggain, Billawar, 
whose houses and livelihoods were 
severely impacted by the recent 

flooding. Earlier, he conducted an 
aerial survey of the flood-affected 
areas in the district, accompanied 
by MLA Bani, Dr. Rameshwar Singh.

Assuring people of all possible 
assistance, Omar Abdullah di-
rected the administration to ensure 
timely relief and rehabilitation 

measures. “The year 2025 has 
brought immense devastation to 
Jammu and Kashmir—from the 
dry spell in March-April 

The Chief Minister highlighted 
the scale of destruction, noting 
that torrential rains have damaged 
over 350 bridges, around 2,000 
km of road network, thousands of 
hectares of agricultural land, 
besides washing away standing 
crops and infl icting damages 
on both government and 
private buildings...

CS Dulloo Pushes Capital 
Expenditure in Budget Review

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo, 
chaired a high-level meeting to review the 
performance of departments with regard to 
utilization of the annual budget and revenue 

realization in J&K.
The meeting was attended by Principal 

Secretary, Finance Department, Santosh D. 
Vaidya; Administrative Secretaries of all 
departments; Director General, Resources; 
Director General, Accounts & Treasuries; 

Director General, Budget, besides other 
senior officers.

During the review, the Chief Secretary 
took a detailed appraisal of the proportion 
of revenue and capital expenditure made 
by each department till date. He emphasized 
the need for departments to enhance capital 
expenditure while rationalizing and curtail-
ing avoidable revenue expenditure in order 
to strengthen the fiscal health of the UT.

The Chief Secretary underscored that 
capital expenditure not only supports infra-
structure creation but also contributes di-
rectly to long-term economic growth and 
livelihood opportunities.

He urged departments to maintain strict 
adherence to timelines for Centrally Spon-
sored Schemes (CSS), noting that these 
schemes are designed to build durable assets 
and improve public services. He particu-
larly stressed the smooth implementation 
of flagship programmes such as 

Govt Enlists Local Support to Revive Namda 

FE NEWS NETWORK

GI Tag and Flagship
 Schemes Aim to Revive 
Tradition, facilitate 
Artisans

SRINAGAR: In response to a 
news article published in a local 
Urdu daily on September 24, a 
spokesperson of the Directorate 
of Handicrafts & Handloom, Kash-
mir, has reiterated that the Gov-
ernment is undertaking a series 
of concerted measures for the 
revival and promotion of languish-
ing crafts, with special focus on 
the traditional Namda craft.

The spokesperson stated that 
Namda has recently been ac-
corded Geographical Indication 
(GI) registration under the Geo-
graphical Indications of Goods 
(Registration and Protection) Act, 
1999, a landmark achievement that 
safeguards the authenticity of the 
craft while strengthening its competitive 
standing against cheaper, machine-made 
alternatives. The GI tag is expected to 

serve as a catalyst in revitalizing this 
centuries-old tradition and enhancing its 
market visibility at both national and 
international levels.

In pursuit of this objective, the Director-
ate has intensified its outreach by en-

couraging master artisans to avail the 
benefits of the Department’s flagship 
Karkhandar Scheme, aimed at capacity 

building, skill development and knowledge 
transfer to younger generations. District 
offices have also been directed to active-
ly engage pass-out trainees to strengthen 
the grassroots implementation of the 
scheme. At present, the Department is 
running nine Elementary and two Ad-
vanced Training Centres for Namda, 

creating a strong framework for skill 
development and knowledge transfer.

Redoubling its efforts for revival of the 
craft, under the CAPEX Budget 2025–26, 
an amount of ₹26.50 lakh has been

The GI tag is expected 
to serve as a catalyst in 
revitalizing this centuries-old 
tradition and enhancing
 its market visibility at 
both national and
 international levels.

Indian banks 
must change scale, 
aim for global top 
10: Amit Shah

MUMBAI: Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Thursday said Indian banks 
should not merely plan for growth, but 
change their scale and aspire to be among 
the world’s top ten.

“I want to tell our Indian banks that 
they should not only plan for growth, 
but try to change the scale. Our banks 
should be in the top ten,” Shah said, 
speaking at the Financial Express India’s 
Best Bank Awards function here.

Prime Minister NarendraModi has 
set a target of making India a `vish-
waguru’ by 2047, he said. “The Consti-
tution speaks of three types of inclusive-
ness, which are political, social and 
financial inclusion, and these are guid-
ing India’s growth story,” Shah added.

Supporting the micro, small and me-
dium enterprises (MSMEs) is critical 
to the country’s economic growth, the 
senior BJP minister said, reminding 
that behemoths like Reliance Industries, 
Adani Group and Torrent Group were 
also MSMEs at some point.

“If a country’s banking system, espe-
cially the one in a country like India, 
does not give importance to MSMEs,

J&K Torchbearer Of India’s 
Journey To ‘Destination 

2047’: Dr Jitendra
FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Union Minister of State 
(Independent Charge) for Science and 
Technology; Earth Sciences and Min-
ister of State for PMO, Department of 
Atomic Energy, Department of Space, 
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pen-
sions, Dr. Jitendra Singh, said that 
Jammu & Kashmir holds the promise 
to be the torchbearer of India’s journey 
to Destination 2047.

Speaking at the launch of the ATL 
Sarthi and Frontier Region Programme 
of the Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), 
NITI Aayog, at the University of Kash-
mir, Dr. Jitendra Singh said , as India’s 
economy moves up from rank 4 to rank 
3 and further upward , this value ad-
dition will come from regions hith-
erto under explored and resources 
hitherto under explored, and J&K 
qualifies on both the accounts. It is a 
region which started getting it’s due 
attention only after PM Narendra Modi 
took over in 2014 and it’s vast resourc-
es of Himalayas and rivers also found 

outlet with the advent of initiatives 
like Aroma Mission etc which also 
were launched by this government.

The Union Minister said that Jammu 

& Kashmir has the potential to emerge 
as a frontline contributor to India’s 
innovation-led growth story in the next 
two decades.

Congratulating for the launch of ATL 
Sarthi initiative in Srinagar, Dr Jiten-
dra Singh said, the occasion marks 
“dual celebration” – for Kashmir Uni-
versity becoming an instrument 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi Is 
Transforming India Into A Society 
Driven By Innovation, Lieutenant 
Governor Said Earlier. He Said India 
Is A Global Leader In Artifi cial 
Intelligence, AI-Driven Solutions 
For Various Sectors And Expanding 
Its Reach To Design And 
Development. He Was Speaking At 
The Launch Of ATL Sarthi At 
University Of Kashmir.

Horticulture faces
 Rs 1500 Cr loss
Growers seek compensation, 
KCC loan waiver

SRINAGAR : Jammu 
and Kashmir’s horticulture 
sector, the backbone of the 
region’s economy, has suf-
fered staggering losses due 
to the recent closure of the 
Srinagar-Jammu Nation-
al Highway, with overall 

damages estimated at nearly Rs 1,500 crore.
 President of Asia’s second-largest Fruit 

Mandi Sopore, Fayaz Ahmed Malik @ Kaka 
Ji, alleged that the government failed to act 
with the seriousness the crisis demanded, 
leaving growers and traders to bear the mas-
sive financial blow.

Malik said the horticulture industry, vital 
to the Union Territory’s GDP, grappled with 
the mounting losses as perishable fruit ship-
ments remained stranded for days. “If the 
administration could not ensure the

Rs 1L Cr Urban Challenge 
Fund to Transform Cities: 
LG Manoj Sinha
 Addresses AIFORERA 
Governing Council Meeting 
in Srinagar

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: “Rs. 1 lakh crore Ur-
ban Challenge Fund will be a game 
changer in the transformation of our 
cities and developing them as growth 
hubs,” the Lieutenant Governor Shri 
Manoj Sinha said earlier today.

He said the initiative involving 
states/UTs and private players to 
redevelop 300 cities across India will 
promote innovation, robust infra-
structure, improve ease of living and 
integrate sustainability into 
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Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo directs
 enforcement of GST rate reductions

 to benefit consumers

Sewa Parv 2025: Deputy Commissioner 

Ganderbal inaugurates Honey Festival
GANDERBAL: Deputy 

Commissioner Ganderbal, 
Jatin Kishore, inaugurated the 
Honey Festival organized by 
the Department of Agriculture 
Production & Farmers Welfare, 
Ganderbal, under Mission for 
Integrated Development of 
Horticulture (MIDH) as part of the 
ongoing Sewa Parv celebrations.

Speaking on the occasion, 
the DC congratulated the 
Agriculture Department and 
the Chief Agriculture Officer, 
Ganderbal, for successfully 
organizing the festival to tap 
the immense potential of honey 
production in the district. He 
expressed satisfaction over the 
quality, branding, and packaging 
of the products displayed by local 
entrepreneurs engaged in honey 

production.
The DC assured bee-keepers 

and entrepreneurs of continued 

institutional support, particularly 
in marketing, branding, and 
creating dedicated marketing 
hubs.

He said the district 
administration would work 
towards showcasing locally 
produced honey in vending stores 
and other platforms to enhance 

visibility and market reach.
Encouraging the public to 

support local bee-keepers, the 

DC highlighted that the honey 
produced in Ganderbal is of the 
highest quality and free from 
adulteration. He reiterated the 
Prime Minister’s call for “Vocal 
for Local” and urged people 
to purchase and promote 
locally produced honey, which 
would directly contribute to 

the prosperity of farmers and 
entrepreneurs.

The festival featured stalls 
set up by local bee-keepers and 
entrepreneurs at the venue to 
showcase their honey products 
and related innovations, drawing 
enthusiastic participation from 
visitors.  

The event also served as 
an opportunity for awareness, 
market exposure, and interaction 
between farmers, entrepreneurs, 
and the Agriculture Department.

The DC reaffirmed that both 
the District Administration and 
Agriculture Department will 
extend all possible support 
to strengthen apiculture as a 
promising sector for livelihood 
generation and rural prosperity 
in Ganderbal.

SRINAGAR: Chief Secretary, 
Atal Dulloo, chaired a high-
level meeting with concerned 
Administrative Secretaries to 
review the implementation of 
recent Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) reforms and ensure that 
the benefits of reduced tax rates 
directly reach consumers on the 
ground.

Those who attended this 
meeting includes Principal 
Secretary, Finance; Commissioner 
Secretary, FCS&CA; Director, 
FCS&CA, Kashmir/Jammu; 
Controller, Legal Metrology 
besides other concerned officers.

During the meeting, the Chief 
Secretary stressed the need for 
strict enforcement to prevent 

unjustified pricing and directed 
the Legal Metrology Department 

(LMD) to constitute special 
market-checking teams. These 
teams will monitor retail and 
wholesale markets to ensure that 
commodity prices are reduced 
in proportion to the GST rate 
cuts recently announced by 
the Central Government. The 

Commissioner Secretary, FCS&CA, 
Saurabh Bhagat informed the 

meeting that several companies 
have already initiated revisions 
in their product pricing in line 
with the new tax regime. Notably, 
169 companies have revised their 
rates and submitted intimation to 
the Legal Metrology Department.

The Chief Secretary further 

emphasized that the reforms, 
effective from September 22, 
2025, must yield visible relief for 
the common consumers in the 
coming days. The Legal Metrology 
Department will intensify 
inspections to verify compliance 
and take strict action against any 
violations. He maintained that 
the objective of these reforms is 
consumer welfare. It is imperative 
that the reduction in GST rates 
translates into lower market 
prices so that people feel the 
real benefit, he underlined. 
The meeting reaffirmed the 
government’s commitment to 
safeguarding consumer interests 
and ensuring transparency in 
the market system.

Rajouri observes Sewa Parv 

Sewa Parv Day-9: Deputy Commissioner 
Pulwama attends outreach camp

PULWAMA: As part of the 
ongoing Sewa Parv celebrations, 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Pulwama, Dr. Basharat Qayoom, 
today attended a mega outreach 
camp at Town Hall Pulwama 
organised by the Social Welfare 
department for elderly and 
vulnerable sections of society.

During the camp, Dr. 
Qayoom inspected stalls set 
up by various departments 
including Housing & Urban 
Development, Health, Mission 
Shakti, and Mission Vatsalya. 
He interacted with officials, 
reviewed their progress, 
and directed them to ensure 
maximum outreach and service 
delivery during the Sewa Parv 
campaign.

On the occasion, DC 
distributed sanction letters 
to 50 beneficiaries under the 
Integrated Social Security 
scheme and to 25 eligible 
beneficiaries under the State 
Marriage Assistance scheme. 
He also distributed motorized 
tricycles to specially-abled 
persons under the Motorized 
Tricycle to Specially Abled 
Persons scheme & financial 
aid to vulnerable children 
under the Mission Vatsalya 
Sponsorship scheme. Addressing 
the gathering, 

Dr. Qayoom said that the

central theme of Sewa Parv 
is service to the people and 

uplifting weaker and vulnerable 
sections of society. 

He urged participants to 
utilise Sewa Parv camps to enroll 
in essential welfare schemes 
like PMAY and disseminate 
information within their 
communities so that every 
eligible beneficiary is covered.

Highlighting the importance 
of hygiene and sanitation, DC 
underlined that while the 
government is making constant 
efforts through initiatives like 
the Swachh Bharat Mission, 
lasting results can only be 
achieved through active public 
participation. He called for 
behavioural change with regard 
to cleanliness and sanitation, 
stressing the importance of 
source segregation of waste.

Dr. Qayoom also spoke on 

the Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan, 
urging youth, parents, 
religious leaders, local Auqaf 
and Gurdwara Committees 
to join hands with district 
administration in eradicating 
the menace of drug abuse. 

He emphasised the role 
of parents in monitoring their 
children’s behaviour and said 
the administration can only 
succeed when communities 
extend their full cooperation.

DC further highlighted 
the free medical camps being 
organised under the Swasth 
Nari Sashakt Parivar Abhiyan. 
He urged participants, especially 
women, to undergo regular 
health check-ups, noting that 
anaemia is highly prevalent in 
the region.The event witnessed 
huge participation of locals, 
particularly senior citizens, 
women, specially-abled 
persons and disadvantaged 
children. On the occasion, Dr. 
Qayoom directed the officials 
to decentralise such camps and 
organise similar programmes at 

the tehsil level to ensure wider 
coverage and deeper grassroots 
impact.

Meanwhile, as part of 
Sewa Parv activities across the 
district, Education department 
in convergence with Health and 
Social Welfare departments 
conducted First Aid Training 
Workshops for students and 
teachers to equip them with 
essential life-saving skills.

Rural Development 
Department organised the 
‘Ek Din, Ek Ghanta, Ek Saath’ 
campaign, undertaking 
Shramdaan and extensive 
cleanliness drives focused on 
transforming Cleanliness Target 
Units (CTUs). Plantation drives, 
awareness programmes, and 
anti-plastic campaigns were also 
held across Pulwama to reinforce 
the message of environmental 
conservation and sustainable 
living. In addition, under the 
Swasth Nari Sashakt Parivar 
Abhiyan, free medical camps 
were organised at PHCs, CHCs, 
and Ayushman Arogya Mandirs 
across Pulwama, providing 
screening and awareness on 
maternal, child, and adolescent 
health, nutrition, menstrual 
hygiene, and lifestyle-related 
diseases. 

A special medical camp 
was also organised by the 
ARTO Pulwama in collaboration 
with the Health department at 
Taxi Stand Awantipora, where 
more than 94 drivers availed 
the facility.

Distributes Motorized Tricycles
 & Sanction Letters, urges citizens to 

participate in welfare schemes

District Kishtwar observes Day 9 
with focus on health, cleanliness & 

community Empowerment
KISHTWAR: The Day 09 

of Sewa Parv 2025 witnessed 
a vibrant display of civic 
responsibility, environmental 
consciousness and community 
engagement activities across 
Kishtwar district.

A major highlight of the day 
was a Mega Painting Competition 
organised at the historic Chowgan 
Ground, jointly by the Chief 
Education Office, Municipal 
Council and the Indira Gandhi 
National Centre for Arts.

The event saw enthusiastic 
participation from students, 
who creatively expressed 
themes related to cleanliness, 
environmental conservation and 
social harmony.

Adding to the momentum, the 
Municipal Council Kishtwar led 
a Plog Run followed by a spirited 
Swachhta Rally in collaboration 
with the Government Boys Higher 
Secondary School.

The initiative aimed to 
amplify the message of sanitation, 
waste management, and the 
collective duty of citizens towards 
a cleaner society.

In alignment with the broader 
objectives of Sewa Parv 2025, 
several impactful initiatives 
were undertaken across District 
Kishtwar.

The Municipal Council 
conducted intensive door-to-
door awareness drives focusing 
on waste segregation, promotion 
of the Swachhata App and 
encouraging the reduction 
of single-use plastics. These 
efforts were coupled with the 
promotion of the PM SVANidhi 
Scheme, aiming to empower local 
street vendors through access to 
micro-credit and digital inclusion.

A First Aid Training Workshop 
was organized at Government 
Higher Secondary School, 
Nagseni, where students 

received practical, hands-on 
training in CPR and other life-
saving techniques. The session 
was facilitated by teachers and 
health professionals, highlighting 
the importance of first-response 
skills in emergency situations.

The Health Department 
organised a series of health 
camps and awareness programs 
on menstrual hygiene under the 
‘Swasth Nari, Sashakt Parivar 
Abhiyaan’, with a special focus 
on women’s health and overall 
family well-being. 

These initiatives aimed to 
promote preventive healthcare 
and break the stigma surrounding 
menstrual health.

The ICDS Department also 
organized counseling sessions on 
optimal Infant and Young Child 
Feeding (IYCF) practices, with a 
strong focus on complementary 
feeding in all Anganwadi Centres 
(AWCs) across the district.

Committee on Environment calls 
for stringent action against illegal 

mining in Baramulla District
BARAMULLA: The Committee 

on Environment called for strict 
action against illegal mining 
activities in Baramulla district.

The Committee convened a 
detailed review meeting at Dak 

Bungalow Baramulla to deliberate 
upon measures required to curb 
illegal extraction of soil, sand, 
gypsum, and other materials 
across the district.

The meeting was chaired by 
MLA Uri, Dr. Sajjad Shafi, and 
attended by members Peerzada 
Feroze Ahmad, Zafar Ali Khatana, 
and Irshad Rasool Kar. Local 
legislators Javid Hassan Baig, 
Javaid Reyaz Bedar, Irfan Hafiz 
Lone, and Peerzada Farooq Ahmad 
Shah also participated as special 
invitees and flagged issues of 
illegal mining and deforestation 
in their respective constituencies.

The Committee expressed 
serious concern over rampant 
illegal mining and its adverse 
impact on the environment, 
stressing the need to enforce a 
complete ban on such activities, 
particularly along Ferozpur 
Nallah, Ningli Nallah, Wular 
Lake, and River Jhelum.

Dr. Sajjad Shafi highlighted 

that unregulated gypsum mining 
in Uri is severely affecting the 
local population.

“Our roads are getting 
damaged, and locals, especially 
students, are suffering due to dust 

and pollution caused by unbridled 
mining operations which requires 
strict regulation,” he said.

Members unanimously 
demanded robust monitoring of 
soil, sand, and mineral extraction 
from rivers and streams, besides 
strict action against violators.

The Committee directed the 
Social Forestry Department to 
take up large-scale reforestation 
drives, particularly near Wular 
Lake and along National Highway 
widening stretches. It also called 
for a crackdown on illegal crusher 
operations, encroachments on 
water bodies, and landfilling of 
catchment areas.

The Committee also 
recommended ban on single-
use plastic, desilting of spill-over 
channels and canals, prevention 
of conversion of agricultural land 
for non-agricultural use.

The members also asserted 
on construction of STPs 
(Sewage Treatment Plants) to 

treat greywater and prevent 
pollution of water bodies, proper 
management of garbage sheds 
and scientific disposal of daily 
waste to promote environmental 
sustainability.

Members also voiced 
concern over the excessive use 
of heavy machinery for deep 
mining, which is weakening 
embankments and threatening 
vital infrastructure.

The Committee observed 
that the recent floods, frequent 
cloudbursts, and flash floods 
across the Himalayan region 
should serve as a wake-up call 
and stressed the urgent need 
for disaster preparedness and 
mitigation measures.

The meeting also reviewed 
ongoing flood prevention 
works and initiatives taken by 
the Irrigation & Flood Control 
Department, Pollution Control 
Board, and Department of 
Environment & Ecology to 
minimize the impact of natural 
disasters and climate change in 
J&K. Senior officers, including 
Deputy Commissioner Baramulla 
Minga Sherpa, Director Geology 
& Mining, Conservator of Forests, 
Director ULB, and officers from 
the concerned departments, were 
present in the meeting.

The Committee directed all 
departments to submit detailed 
reports on mining, deforestation, 
and flood mitigation measures 
within a stipulated timeframe.

Kupwara observes ‘Ek Din, 
Ek Ghanta, Ek Saath’ drive 

under Sewa Parv 2025

KUPWARA: As part of the ongoing Sewa Parv 2025 and 
Swachhata Hi Sewa campaign, Muncipal Council Kupwara 
organized the ‘Ek Din, Ek Ghanta, Ek Saath’ drive.

The drive was flagged-off jointly by MLA Kupwara, Mir 
Mohammad Fayaz and Deputy Commissioner (DC) Kupwara, 
Shrikant Suse from Town hall Kupwara to Main Market Kupwara. 
The event marked a collective pledge towards building a clean, 
green, and healthy Kupwara. As part of the launch, waste collection 
hoppers were also flagged-off, equipping the campaign with 
essential resources for effective sanitation work. Speaking on 
the occasion, MLA Fayaz commended the district administration 
for organising the event under Swachhata Hi Sewa. He stressed 
that the messages heard during the campaign must be applied 
in day-to-day life. Cleanliness, he said, should be the foremost 
priority of every citizen, as it ensures healthier living conditions 
and reflects the discipline of society. Earlier before the flag-
off, DC highlighted the importance of sanitation and civic 
responsibility in daily life. He stressed the need to keep the 
city clean and green, underlining that cleanliness is not just a 
civic duty but a foundation of public health. He also informed 
that health camps are being organised under Sewa Parv and 
urged residents, particularly in far-flung areas, to avail these 
facilities.The event also witnessed enthusiastic participation 
from students representing various schools in district Kupwara. 
Their thoughtful words reinforced the significance of collective 
responsibility in protecting natural resources and ensuring a 
healthier future. Executive Officer, MC Kupwara reiterated the 
commitment of the Municipal Council to sustain cleanliness 
initiatives in Kupwara and called upon the community to extend 
their wholehearted support in the days ahead.

CS Atal Dulloo reviews 
performance of YS&S Deptt
Calls for expanding opportunities for youth 

engagement in multiple arenas

SRINAGAR: Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo today chaired a 
review meeting of the Youth Services & Sports Department, 
emphasizing the pivotal role of the department in channelizing 
the energy of the youth into productive avenues.

He stressed that apart from sports, young people should be 
encouraged to explore diverse domains such as music, arts, and 
other creative pursuits in line with their interests and aspirations.

The meeting was attended by Principal Secretary, Finance, 
Santosh D vaidya, Commissioner Secretary, Youth Services & 
Sports (YS&S), Yasha Mudgal; Director General, YS&S; Director 
General, Resources; Executive Director, J&K Bank; Secretary, 
J&K Sports Council; and other senior officers.

Reiterating the government’s commitment to youth 
development, the Chief Secretary assured the department of 
unhindered and adequate budgetary support. He also directed 
the department to proactively engage with corporate entities, 
including CPSUs and J&K Bank, to secure sponsorships for 
athletes, particularly for advanced training and exposure in 
outside states and coaching camps.

The Chief Secretary underscored the importance of publicizing 
an annual calendar of activities to broaden outreach and attract 
greater participation from youth across the UT.

 He further advised the department to work towards hosting 
high-profile sporting events in Jammu and Kashmir, especially 
in football, cricket, and other popular disciplines.

Highlighting the need to nurture talent across multiple 
fields, Dulloo called for organizing talent hunt festivals in music, 
dance, arts, and other youth-centric activities.

 He also stressed the importance of bringing national-level 
events like that of the Khelo India Winter Games and Khelo 
India Water Sports Festival held regularly in J&K in other spirts 
disciplines too. He assured that he would make personal efforts 
to facilitate collaborations with premier sports bodies like the 
AIFF and BCCI to realize this vision.

The Chief Secretary further emphasized the creation of role 
models for youth and instructed the department to strengthen 
initiatives for establishing Centres of Excellence in different 
sporting disciplines in the UT.

Presenting the achievements of the department, Commissioner 
Secretary, YS&S, Yasha Mudgal informed that the Union Territory 
recorded a remarkable improvement in its medal tally this 
year, with youth athletes winning 44 Gold, 54 Silver, and 82 
Bronze medals, compared to 31 Gold, 20 Silver, and 52 Bronze 
last year. This also includes 3 Gold, 1 Silver, and 1 Bronze medal 
at international competitions.

She further highlighted that around 35.5 lakh youth were 
engaged in departmental activities last year, and efforts are 
underway to raise this figure to 45 lakh youth during the 
current year.

Providing details of upcoming engagements, it was informed 
that the J&K Sports Council is set to organize 79 activities across 
the UT, including 4 international, 7 national, 27 UT-level, 14 
league/community activities, and 27 coaching camps, targeting 
participation of nearly 25 lakh youth.

 In addition, the Directorate of Youth Services & Sports 
will conduct 213 activities across districts, engaging another 
12 lakh youth. 

These will include marquee events such as the 69th National 
School Games, Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue, Snow 
Skiing competitions, and other mega events.

On infrastructure development, it was revealed that 343 
capex works are currently underway, of which 55 have been 
completed and 220 are scheduled for completion this year, 
further strengthening the sports ecosystem in the UT.

Govt Polytechnic Reasi, JKEDI host Bootcamp to promote startup ecosystem
REASI: Government Polytechnic Reasi 

in collaboration with the Jammu and 
Kashmir Entrepreneurship Development 
Institute (JKEDI) on Thursday organised 
a Boot camp under the Start-up India 
Challenge.

The Bootcamp proved to be an enriching 
experience, giving young minds a platform 
to showcase their innovative ideas and 
understand the entrepreneurial ecosystem. 
The event witnessed enthusiastic 
participation from students, who came 

forward with innovative start-up ideas. 
Several innovative ideas were pitched by 
participants, which were evaluated by a 
panel of experts for shortlisting to the 
next round of the Startup Idea Challenge.

The ideas presented by Reetika, 
5th Semester Computer Engineering 
student; Abhishek Thakur, 5th Semester 
Mechanical Engineering student, Mohd. 
Younis, Computer Engineering student, Arti 
Sharma, Computer Engineering student, 
Vikram Singh, Computer Engineering 

student, Kapil Sharma and Israr Ahmed, 
Computer Engineering student, were 
shortlisted by the panel of experts. The 
event concluded with a formal vote of 
thanks by Ajay Dogra, Incharge Training 
and Placement cell of college to the 
JKEDI for their support in making the 
program a success. Others present on the 
occasion were staff of the college including 
Himanshu Bakshi, Sunil Kumar, Parshotam 
Lal and a large gathering of students of 
the college. Earlier, the event began with a 

welcome address by the Principal Er. Arun 
Bangotra, who motivated the students by 
sharing inspiring examples of successful 
start-ups such as Zomato, Paytm, OYO etc. 
He encouraged them to think creatively and 
pursue entrepreneurship with confidence.

 Sorab Mengi (Assistant Manager), 
JKEDI and Abilash Kumar Braroo, District 
Nodal Officer, JKEDI also shared insights 
into the various programs and policies 
undertaken by JKEDI to strengthen the 
startup ecosystem in Jammu and Kashmir.
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FE News Network

SRINAGAR: The State Office 
of Khadi and Village Industries 
Commission (KVIC) has initiated 
a special drive under Seva Parv 
with focused approach to support 
SC/ST beneficiaries under the 
Prime Minister’s Employment 
Generation Programme (PMEGP).

As part of this initiative, a 
Bankers meeting was convened 
at Conference Hall, Sanat Ghar, 
Bemina here today chaired 
by Khalid Majeed, Director, 
Industries & Commerce, Kashmir.

Rajesh Kumar, State Director, 
KVIC; Anil Kumar Sharma, Nodal 
Officer, PMEGP; representative 
from UTLBC, officers from leading 
banks, DIC, KVIB, Lead District 
Managers (LDMs), representative 
from department of Posts, and 
other stakeholders were also 
present.

The meeting started with 
swadeshi pledge of Khadi 
Mahotsav.

During the meeting, 
Nodal Officer (PMEGP) gave a 
detailed presentation (PPT) for 
all stakeholders, highlighting 
the overall performance of 

PMEGP in Jammu & Kashmir, 
progress made in sanctioning 
and disbursing cases of SC/ST 
beneficiaries and objectives and 
modalities of the ongoing special 

drive under Seva Parve.
He also emphasized on 

clearing all pending cases of SC/
ST beneficiaries at the earliest, 
reviewing rectification cases 
concerning SC/ST applicants, 
ensuring that beneficiaries 
belonging to minority 
communities, women, Persons 
with Disabilities (PWD), and ex-
servicemen who also fall under 
the SC/ST category, furnish their 
valid SC/ST 

certificates under PMEGP, 
adding that this step will enable 

faster subsidy release.
He also called Banks & 

Implementing Agencies that 
all pending and rectification 
cases of SC/ST beneficiaries be 

cleared before 2nd October 2025.
Speaking on the occasion, 

Director, Industries and 
Commerce instructed banks to 
rectify all the SC/ST cases and 
co-operate with enumerator of 
Department of post in physical 
verification.

The State Director, KVIC 
Jammu, reiterated that this 
drive is part of the Commission’s 
commitment to ensure inclusive 
growth and priority support 
to SC/ST communities under 
PMEGP.

CM Omar Abdullah visits 
Mahore, reassures flood-hit families of 
his Government’s unwavering support

Javed Rana calls on Union Jal Shakti Minister C.R. Patil
Seeks Union Govt’s assistance in Post-flood restoration, 

continuous support for Jal Jeevan Mission implementation in J&K

Satish Sharma reviews winter 
preparedness of FCS&CA Deptt.

Also assesses stocking of essentials, smart PDS implementation across J&K

Committee on Government 
Assurances holds meeting in Srinagar

Discusses assurances pertaining to Public Works Department

PM Awas Urban 

Mela inaugurated 

at Baramulla
FE News Network

BARAMULLA: Deputy Commissioner (DC) Baramulla, Minga 
Sherpa, in presence of Conservator Forest North, Irfan Ali inaugurated 
a Mela under PM Awas Urban (Housing for All) at Dak Bungalow, 
aimed at spreading awareness about government schemes and 
showcasing the vision of affordable housing for all.

On the occasion, DC inspected various stalls installed by different 
departments to create awareness among the public regarding 
welfare schemes and services. He appreciated the efforts of officials 
in reaching out to people through such interactive platforms.

DC along with the senior officers present also took part in a 
plantation drive carried out within the Dak Bungalow premises, 
reinforcing the message of sustainable and eco-friendly development.

During the Mela, DC handedover house keys to a number of 
eligible beneficiaries under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban 
(PMAY-U), enabling them to realize the dream of owning their homes.

Earlier, DC flagged-off a run for Housing organized by the education 
department Baramulla, where students participated in the run to 
spread the message of affordable housing for all under PMAY-U.

Dy CM pays tribute 
to former Dy PM Ch 

Devi Lal, former CM of 
Haryana OP Chautala

Urges everyone to follow their path 
for welfare of farmers, people

FE News Network

HARYANA: Deputy Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir 
Surinder Kumar Choudhary, attended 112th Birth anniversary 
celebrations of Late Jannayak Choudhary Devi Lal, former 
Deputy Prime Minister of India and the founding figure of the 
state of Haryana. The occasion, observed as “Samman Divas”, 
was held at New Anaj Mandi, Rohtak.

Addressing the large gathering, the Deputy Chief Minister 
remarked that the day holds historical significance and urged 
everyone to follow the path and principles laid down by Choudhary 

Devi Lal, who dedicated his life to the welfare of farmers and 
the common people.

He said that Choudhary Devi Lal always stood with farmers, 
daily wagers, shopkeepers, government employees and general 
public.During his tenure, he initiated impactful welfare schemes 
such as old age pensions, farm loan waivers, and tax relief for 
small traders, the Dy CM reminded.

He also paid tribute to Ch. Om Prakash Chautala, former 
Chief Minister of Haryana, acknowledging his contributions 
in carrying forward the vision of Choudhary Devi Lal.

 “Om Prakash Chautala was truly the Iron Man of Haryana. 
His leadership and dedication led to remarkable development 
in the state, completing many of the initiatives envisioned by 
Choudhary Devi Lal, “he stated.

KVIC kick starts Mission 
SEVA PARV across Kashmir

FE News Network

MAHORE (REASI): Chief Minister Omar Abdullah 
undertook an aerial survey of the flood-affected areas 
of district Reasi before reaching Mahore to meet the 
people reeling under the devastation. Accompanied by 
MLA Gulabgarh, Er. Khurshied Ahmed, and other senior 
officials, the Chief Minister expressed deep solidarity with 
the affected families and reaffirmed his Government’s 
commitment to prioritizing their relief and rehabilitation.

Addressing a gathering of flood victims, Omar Abdullah 

spoke with empathy and candor. “The purpose of my visit 
here is to share your pain and express my condolences 
for the loss of lives and property you have suffered. I 
want you to believe that you are not alone in this difficult 
time,” he said, assuring people of sustained Government 
intervention to help them rebuild their lives.

The Chief Minister recalled that his wish was for Er. 
Khurshied Ahmed’s first programme as MLA to be one 
of joy and development

—laying the foundation of new projects or inaugurating 
new facilities. “But destiny had something else in store,” 

he remarked. “It is not a favour that Khurshied Sahab 
and I are here; it is our duty and our way of repaying 
the faith you placed in us last year.”

Reflecting on the unusual challenges faced by Jammu 
and Kashmir this year, Omar Abdullah said that J&K 
had gone from the threat of severe drought earlier in 
February–April, to unprecedented floods that wreaked 
havoc from Kathua to Kupwara. 

“In the beginning of the year, there was no sign of 
rain, and I had asked our irrigation, flood control, and 
PHE departments to prepare for drought. Yet, when the 
rains came, they came with such fury that plains and 
mountains alike were ravaged,” he noted.

He candidly acknowledged that lapses in planning 
and road construction practices may have compounded 
the damage, particularly where mountain cutting led to 
landslides and road collapses. “Thousands of kilometres of 
roads under PWD and PMGSY networks simply vanished,” 
he observed, stressing the need for better foresight in 
future infrastructure planning.

Interacting personally with affected families, the 
Chief Minister assured them that comprehensive relief 
measures and long-term rehabilitation plans were being 
put into motion.

 “We will not only help you tide over the immediate 
crisis but also ensure that your lives are rebuilt afresh 
with dignity and resilience,” he pledged.

FE News Network

NEW DELHI: Jal Shakti Minister, Javed 
Ahmed Rana, called on Union Minister for 
Jal Shakti, Chandrakant Raghunath Patil, in 
New Delhi to apprise him of critical issues 
currently confronting Jammu and Kashmir.

Javed Rana informed the Union Minister 
about the extensive damage to water supply 
and irrigation infrastructure caused by recent 
flash floods in the J&K and the urgent need 
for sustained financial support to complete 
ongoing schemes under the Jal Jeevan Mission 
(JJM).

During the meeting, Javed Rana conveyed 
the gravity of the situation following the 
unprecedented flash floods that hit various 
parts of Jammu & Kashmir during August and 
September 2025. He informed the Minister 
that the floods severely disrupted public life, 
damaged essential infrastructure, and caused 
large-scale destruction to the water supply, 
irrigation and flood protection systems.

The Minister highlighted that the damage 
has deeply impacted access to safe drinking 
water and irrigation across both Jammu 
and Kashmir divisions, creating immediate 
challenges for public health, agriculture and 
the overall well-being of rural communities.

The Jal Shakti Minister informed the Union 
Minister that the J&K Jal Shakti Department 
has taken swift emergency measures to restore 
basic services in the affected areas.

Javed Rana requested a special financial 
package from the Ministry of Jal Shakti to 
support full-scale restoration and to invest 
in long-term resilience-building measures. 
He emphasized that such support is not 
only critical for restoring normalcy but also 

for building infrastructure that can better 
withstand the growing impacts of climate 
change and extreme weather events in the 
region.

In addition to the flood-related concerns, 
the Minister also raised the issue of the critical 
funding gap under the Jal Jeevan Mission, 
which aims to provide safe drinking water to 
every rural household in Jammu & Kashmir. 
He informed that while a large number of 
schemes have made substantial progress, 
including many nearing completion, the 
shortfall in Central assistance and delay in 
fund releases have posed serious constraints 
on meeting the ambitious timeline of full 
saturation by March 2025.

The Minister pointed out that despite 
the J&K’s consistent progress and efficient 
implementation of JJM schemes, including 
the successful completion of a significant 
number of projects.

Rana underscored the need for immediate 

release of additional funds to meet outstanding 
payments and to maintain the pace of 
execution.

He urged the Union Minister to personally 
intervene and facilitate the timely release of 
central funds and sanction of additional financial 
support, so that the JJM implementation in 
J&K does not suffer avoidable delays.

Expressing his appreciation for the support 
received, Javed Rana thanked C.R. Patil for 
his patient hearing, assurances and positive 
response to the issues raised.

He reiterated the Jammu & Kashmir 
Government’s firm commitment, under the 
leadership of Chief Minister, Omar Abdullah, 
to the goal of “Har Ghar Jal” and to building 
robust, climate-resilient water infrastructure 
that ensures the right to safe drinking water 
for every citizen.The Union Minister assured 
Javed Rana of full cooperation from the 
Government of India and acknowledged the 
need for urgent and sustained intervention 

FE News Network

SRINAGAR: Minister for 
Food, Civil Supplies & Consumer 
Affairs (FCS&CA), Information 
Technology, Youth Services 
and Sports, Satish Sharma 
held a detailed review meeting 
here today to assess the overall 
preparedness of FCS&CA 
department for ensuring 
uninterrupted availability of 
essential commodities during 
the forthcoming winter months 
in Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was attended by 
Commissioner Secretary FCS&CA, 
Saurabh Bhagat; Director FCS&CA 
Kashmir, Owais Ahmad and 
Assistant Directors of Kashmir 
Division besides representatives 
of Food Corporation of India(FCI).

Director FCS&CA Jammu, 
Rifat Kohli, Director Finance 
(FCS&CA), and all Assistant 
Directors of Jammu Division 
joined the deliberations through 
virtual mode.

At the outset, the Minister 
sought a comparative analysis 
of the dumping position of 
foodgrains during the month 
of October last year vis-à-vis 
the present status, and directed 
that adequate foodgrain stocks 
be positioned well in advance 
in snow-bound and far-flung 
areas. He emphasized that 
stocking should be sufficient to 

cater to at least six months of 
public requirement, considering 
the frequent road blockades and 
disruptions during peak winter.

Satish Sharma also reviewed 
the availability of petroleum 
products, including LPG, and 
instructed that special measures 
be taken to ensure dumping of 
adequate stocks in remote regions 
before the onset of winter. He 
stressed that priority must be 
accorded to LPG and kerosene 
supplies, given their critical 
importance for cooking and 
heating in sub-zero temperatures.

The Minister further reviewed 
the transportation mechanisms 
available in snow-bound 
areas, noting that reliance on 
conventional modes often leads 
to delays. He asked the officers 
to prepare contingency plans 
involving alternate transport 
systems, including load carriers, 
sledges, and coordinated 

movement through RTC vehicles, 
wherever feasible, to guarantee 
smooth supplies.

While reviewing the 
functioning of Smart PDS, the 
Minister acknowledged the 
benefits of transparency and 
efficiency it brings but took 
serious note of public grievances 
related to its implementation. 
He instructed that dedicated 
grievance redressal cells be 
strengthened at district levels 
to promptly resolve consumer 
issues.

On the quality of rice and 
other foodgrains distributed 
through PDS, the Minister 
reiterated the Government’s 
zero-tolerance policy towards 
sub-standard supplies.

 He directed field officers to 
conduct frequent inspections at 
depots and Fair Price Shops and 
ensure that only quality-assured 
stocks reach the beneficiaries.

The progress of the e-KYC 
exercise was also reviewed 
threadbare during the meeting.

Satish Sharma underlined that 
completion of e-KYC is vital for 
eliminating bogus beneficiaries, 
preventing leakages, and ensuring 
rightful targeting of subsidies. He 
asked officers to expedite this 
process with active support from 
local administration. He asked 
them to organise awareness 
campaigns to encourage 
beneficiaries to complete their 
authentication at the earliest.

Reiterating the Government’s 
commitment to the welfare of 
the people, Minister said, “The 
primary responsibility of the 
administration is to ensure that 
no household in

 J&K suffers shortage of 
essentials during the winter. All 
necessary arrangements must 
be put in place well in advance, 
especially for those living in 
remote and snow-bound areas 
who face the brunt of harsh 
weather.”

The Minister appreciated 
the efforts of the Department in 
streamlining supplies but urged all 
officers to work in mission mode 
for timely completion of stocking 
and efficient implementation of 
reforms. 

He assured that the 
Government would extend full 
support, both logistically and 

FE News Network

SRINAGAR: The Committee 
on Government Assurances of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Legislative 
Assembly convened a meeting at the 
Assembly Complex, Srinagar, to review 
assurances pertaining to the Public 
Works Department (PWD).

The meeting was chaired by 
Committee Chairman, Sajad Gani 
Lone, and attended by members Ch. 
Mohammad Akram, Javaid Ahmad 
Mirchal, Hilal Akbar Lone, Iftikar 
Ahmad, Mian Mehar Ali, Mohan Lal, 
Sunil Bahardwaj, and Shagun Parihar.

Senior officers of the Public Works 
Department, including Principal 
Secretary PWD Anil Kumar Singh, Special 
Secretary R&B Naseer Ahmad Wani, 

Director Finance Mazhar Hussain, Joint 
Director Planning Mohammad Yaseen 
Lone, and Deputy Director Finance Mohd 
Iqbal, were also present in the meeting.

The Committee held a detailed 
discussion on assurances given by the 
government regarding various PWD-
related works and projects.

At the outset, the Chairman directed 
the concerned officers to address the

 grievances and issues raised 
by the members on priority. The 
officers acknowledged the concerns 
and assured the Committee that all 
pending assurances would be addressed 
at the earliest. Principal Secretary 
PWD reaffirmed the Department’s 
commitment to take up all highlighted 
works on top priority.

In his opening remarks, Chairman 

Sajad Gani Lone emphasized that the 
Committee’s primary mandate is to 
scrutinize the assurances, promises, 
and undertakings made by Ministers on 
the floor of the House and assess their 
implementation within the stipulated 
timeframe.

He underscored the Committee’s 
critical role in holding the government 
accountable, ensuring transparency, 
and improving governance. He added 
that frequent

 meetings would be held to monitor 
progress and ensure that every assurance 
made in the House is tracked and 
fulfilled.

During the meeting, members 
shared valuable suggestions and flagged 
several public importance issues for 
the Committee’s consideration.
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US President Donald Trump has drastically 
increased the H-1B visa fee. While the fee 
was initially around`80,000, it has now been 

increased to `8 million. Naturally, Indian 
youth will no longer be able to travel to the 
United States in the same numbers as before. 
This decision has caused a worldwide uproar, 
which China is trying to capitalize on. It has 
announced a new category called the “K 
Visa,” under which it aims to attract young 
scientists and technical professionals from 
around the world. This visa will provide 
opportunities in education, culture, science, 
technology, and business.

For India, this situation presents both a 
major challenge and an opportunity. The 
challenge is that, with the US closing its 
doors, China could attract our talent by 
offering new opportunities. The opportunity 
is that this is a golden opportunity for India 
to stop brain drain. Now, the need is for the 
government, industry, and corporate sector 
to work together to create an environment 
where our youth can fulfill their dreams 
while staying in the country. India has always 
been rich in education and talent, but brain 
drain is a major problem for us. Every year, 
millions of students complete their studies 
in engineering, medicine, management, and 
research, but unfortunately, a large number 
of them migrate abroad. The biggest reason 
for this is that India lacks adequate resources 
for research, employment opportunities are 
limited, and the available opportunities lack 

respect and security for qualified talent.
Doctors, engineers, scientists, and IT 

professionals are going abroad and 
strengthening the country’s economy, while 
India should benefit from their talent. On 
one hand, we spend crores of rupees on the 
education of our youth, and on the other 
hand, they leave the country due to lack of 
opportunities. This is a major loss to India’s 
development. Trump’s move to increase visa 
fees may be a cause of concern for many 
countries around the world, but I believe 
India should view it positively. When visas 

to the US have become so expensive that 
ordinary young people cannot afford to go 
there, this will naturally curb brain drain. 
This situation is no less than a boon for India. 
The question now is whether India will be 
able to seize this opportunity. If the government 
and industry create a better environment 
for young people, they will prefer to stay and 
work in India. However, if this does not 
happen, there is a possibility that disillusioned 
youth will be drawn to China.

Sensing the situation, China has swiftly 
introduced the “K Visa” option. Through 
this visa, it plans to provide opportunities 
for education, research, and business 
opportunities to talent from around the world. 
By doing so, it aspires to achieve its goal of 
leadership in global science and technology. 
If Indian youth begin to turn to China instead 
of the United States, it will be an even more 
serious situation for us. On the one hand, 
India will be deprived of its own talent, and 
on the other, China will try to overtake us 
by leveraging our own strengths. At such a 
time, we need deep introspection. The key 
question now is whether our youth will prove 
their mettle abroad or stay home and take 
India to new heights? The answer depends 
on the country’s policies and practices.

Currently, our youth hold senior positions 
in the world’s top 100 corporate companies, 

helping to expand their operations worldwide. 
Prominent Indian-origin leaders like Sundar 
Pichai (Google), Satya Nadella (Microsoft), 
Ajay Banga (World Bank), Arvind Krishna 
(IBM), and Indra Nooyi (PepsiCo) have brought 
glory to India globally. Their success proves 
that Indian minds are second to none on the 
global stage. The question is: if talented youth 
had received the necessary opportunities 
and environment within the country, could 
they have stayed here and made India a global 
leader? The answer to this question is definitely 
yes.

Had the infrastructure, research and 
development facilities, salaries, and other 
benefits that should have been provided to 
the country’s youth over the past seventy 
years, this brain drain would not have 
occurred. Our country is progressing rapidly, 
but we still lack a digital and technological 
edge. Furthermore, we lack our own reliable 
social media platform. We are dependent on 
foreign companies even for basic services 
like email services. We have not achieved 
self-reliance in computers, mobile phones, 
and chip technology. Even today, we depend 
on others for defense weapons and defense 
equipment, passenger aircraft, fighter jets, 
etc. We are completely dependent on world-
leading institutions for computer and digital 
technology, higher education, data 
management, accounting and finance 
management, audit and consultancy, research 
technology, etc. We must rapidly change 
this situation. Otherwise, we will not be able 
to achieve the goal of a developed India.

Despite the immense presence of young 
talent, this situation is worrying. If our youth 
are provided with the necessary resources, 
research facilities, and financial support, 
they can make the country technologically 
self-reliant. The role of the government and 
society is crucial in this regard. Relying 
solely on the government is not enough to 

stop brain drain. The government should 
identify talented youth and provide research, 
startup, and employment opportunities 
tailored to their needs. Industrial groups 
should invest in research and innovation, 
providing youth with a world-class platform. 
The corporate sector should take responsibility 
for providing attractive salaries and a work 
culture within the country.

Times have changed. Nature desires to 
see India at its peak. Therefore, India is facing 
numerous challenges. Now is the time to 
transform these challenges into opportunities. 
Overall, the US move is positive for India. 
It should inspire us to take steps to retain 

our talent here and provide them with 
opportunities that allow them to work in the 
country instead of migrating abroad. If we 
provide opportunities to our youth here, the 
country’s economy will be strengthened. 
Self-reliance in the technological and digital 
sectors will be possible. The dream of Made 
in India will be realized. If the government, 
industry, and society work together in this 
direction, India can not only become self-
reliant through its talent but also give the 
world a new direction. In this rapidly changing 
global landscape, it is imperative for our 
country of 1.45 billion citizens to become 
self-reliant in every field.

(The author is a renowned 
educationist, thinker, and speaker. He 

was a professor at Delhi University 
for 44 years.)

Trump’s Visa Fee: A Chance to Stop India’s Brain Drain
Plummeting Prices
The orchard valleys of Kashmir, often referred to as the 

fruit bowl of India, are experiencing a crisis that threatens 
their rural economy as news circulates of a drastic decline in 
demand for Kashmiri apples. Prices are off by more than half 
from what orchardists earned a year ago. This is not just a 
market swing; it is a distress call from thousands of orchard 
growers whose livelihood has been jeopardized. This catastrophic 
decline demands the attention of policymakers.

 As reported, the president of the Kashmir Valley Fruit 
Growers Cum Dealers Union, Bashir Ahmad Basheer, has 
acknowledged that the industry is in one of its most difficult 
periods yet. The principal problem is a logistical nightmare. 
The markets are inundated with a backup of fresh produces 
that have dosed the market and are stuck on highways or in 
cold storage back from earlier in the season. The excess apple 
commodity has swamped the market, resulting in the steep 
price decline before this season’s prime harvest is deducted. 
The stark reality is that an apple box that sold for over ₹1,000 
last year now sells for only ₹400. A crisis becomes compounded 
when the costs of production, including increased fertilizer 
and pesticide cost, freight costs, and labor costs exceed the 
selling prices.

Growers from Shopian and Sopore express a genuine 
concern that reaches beyond the this year’s financial tally. This 
crisis is undermining a community’s faith in an enterprise that 
has supported them at a subsistence level for generations. 
The anxiety of not being able to pay back loans, which growers 
took out to manage their orchards, is real and unyielding. 
When farmers ask, “How can we survive?”, it is a question to 
be asked of the system who is entrusted with looking after 
growers’ interests.

 The ramifications of the crisis reach well beyond the gates 
of the orchards. Horticulture is at the heart of the rural economy 
in Kashmir and sustains lakhs of families both directly and 
indirectly. As Mr. Basheer indicated, if apple growers are suffering, 
they will take the entire rural economy with them. The entire 
logistics chain which includes packers, businesses transporting 
goods to market, traders, or casual seasonal farm hands 
working in orchards to packers and merchandisers will suffer. 
The economic ripple of this drought will be widespread and 
fall heavily, if not completely, on the town.

Officials should recognize that this is not a seasonal event 
but rather a fundamental malfunction in the economy. Immediate 
actions should be taken to stabilise the market. This may 
include fast-tracking the clearance of the backlog, prioritising 
trucks with fruit on national highways, and looking at ways 
for direct interventions in the market and price support. In the 
longer term, improved cold storage chains, and recentred 
discussions on market diversification, would also be necessary 
to prevent this situation from happening again.

With the peak of harvest to still come, it is important there 
is not too long a wait to take action. The government must 
take action quickly to regain the lost confidence of Kashmir’s 
farmers. To wait could undermine a sector that is not only an 
economic unit, but also a way of life in the valley, and risk a 
significant loss of faith in the system. The time is now to 
intervene, rather than allowing farmers’ despair at the reduced 
price to become a famine of hope.  

Editorial

Future-Ready Education for Global Well-Being

VIJAY GARG 

Beyond economic might, the true strength 
of a developed India will rest on its intellectual, 
social, ethical, and innovation-driven ecosystem. 
To achieve this, a comprehensive roadmap for 
higher education must be envisioned — one that 
builds an inclusive, future-ready, and globally 
competitive learning environment

By 2047, when India celebrates a century of 
independence, higher education will emerge as 
one of the most powerful forces shaping the 
nation’s transformation into a global knowledge 
superpower. The future of a developed India 
depends not only on its economic power but also 
on the intellectual, social, ethical and innovation 
ecosystem it must nurture. In this context, a 
comprehensive roadmap for higher education 
has to be envisioned. The roadmap should seek 
to build an inclusive, future-ready, and globally 
competent learning ecosystem that ignites 
innovation, research, employability, and cultural 
leadership. The goal should be to position India 
among the top three higher education systems 
globally, where higher education institutions 
(HEIs) act as engines of socio-economic growth, 
social equity, and global competitiveness.

The rationale behind this ambitious 
transformation rests on four key foundations. 
Firstly, India’s demographic dividend presents 
both an opportunity and a challenge. A young 
and aspirational demography requires world-
class, accessible higher education to unlock its 
true potential. Secondly, as India transitions 
into a knowledge economy and aims for a $40 
trillion GDP by 2047, cutting-edge research, 
innovation, and highly skilled talent have become 
indispensable. Thirdly, to strengthen its global 
competitiveness, India must take a quantum 
leap to enhance its standing in research, technology, 
and education in order to lead in the 21st century. 

Finally, higher education must reflect India’s 
civilisational traits, where ancient knowledge 
systems are harmoniously blended with modern 
scientific and technological advancements to 
add unique value to contemporary civilisational 
discourse.

Achieving this vision requires a grand strategy. 
Access, equity, affordability, and inclusion must 
become integral components of this strategy to 
enable every aspiring learner to pursue outcome-

based higher education, regardless of gender, 
geography, or socio-economic strata. By 2047, 
the Gross Enrolment Ratio should reach 75 per 
cent, supported by expanded institutions, 
community colleges, open digital learning 
platforms, and targeted support for disadvantaged 
groups. Massive use of digital infrastructure 
and local/regional language content will be crucial 
in bridging existing divides.

Alongside inclusivity, India ought to promote 
academic excellence and multidisciplinarity. 
All HEIs should embrace flexible, multidisciplinary 
curricula on existing and emerging disciplines 
that integrate vocational, academic, and research 
pathways through the National Credit Framework 
(NCrF). A STEAM-based curriculum, enriched 
by AI-enabled personalised learning pathways, 
will help prepare students to negotiate the 
complexities of the future. Concurrently, inter- 
and transdisciplinary learning should be cultivated 
through interfacing disciplines across sciences, 
engineering, humanities, and social sciences, 

empowering youth with real-life problem-solving 
skills.

Equally important is the alignment of higher 
education with skills, employability, and 
entrepreneurship. Industry-integrated curricula, 
mandatory internships, apprenticeships, and 
entrepreneurship modules must become integral 
parts of the curricula, enabling learners not only 
to seek but also to create jobs. Special emphasis 
should be laid on social entrepreneurship for 

promoting employment opportunities for social 
science graduates. Universities should nurture 
start-ups and spin-offs, strengthening India’s 
innovation ecosystem. For this, HEIs should 
become creative centres for skill development, 
innovation, and entrepreneurship to thrive in 
a highly competitive and fast-changing learning 
landscape. HEIs should strive to promote critical 
thinking, creativity, and exploration.

Technology-enabled higher education is the 
future. A digital and technological transformation 
of higher education will accelerate growth at an 
unprecedented pace. Every campus must become 
digitally enabled, blending physical and virtual 
learning seamlessly. AI tutors, AR/VR-enabled 
labs, and metaverse classrooms will redefine 
pedagogy, while blockchain-based credentialling 
will ensure seamless global credit mobility.

Yet another equally vital aspect is the 
strengthening of research, innovation, and 
knowledge economy ecosystems. The Anusandhan 
National Research Foundation will have to serve 

as the backbone of India’s translational research 
ecosystem, driving the establishment of over 
100 Centres of Excellence in frontier areas such 
as artificial intelligence, quantum technologies, 
biotechnology, green energy, defence, space, 
and social sectors. These must be complemented 
by world-class research parks, incubators, and 
innovation clusters. The ultimate target is for 
India to rank among the top three nations globally 
in real-world problem-solving research output 
by 2047.

Massive curricular, pedagogical, and 
assessment reforms are essential for holistic 
education and for transforming India’s classrooms 
into centres for shaping her destiny. These critical 
components of education should not limit the 
learning of youth. This is not possible without 
a renewed focus on faculty development and 
leadership. Curricula should be industry-aligned, 
pedagogy has to become engaging and immersive, 
and assessment should measure transformation 
in students. The establishment of a National 
Higher Education Leadership Academy will 
ensure continuous faculty training in curriculum 
design and development, pedagogical and 
assessment reforms, research, and industry 
exposure. India must also attract global faculty 
and encourage cross-border mobility of faculty 
and researchers.

Another crucial aspect is internationalisation. 
India must emerge as a global hub of higher 
learning, attracting more than two million 
international students annually by 2047. This 
requires accelerated collaboration, expanding 
joint and dual degree programmes, building 
international campuses, and showcasing India’s 
civilisational knowledge systems on the global 
platform.

For such an ambitious vision to succeed, 
governance and funding reforms are essential. 
The focus must shift from input-based regulation 
to outcome-driven governance, with institutions 
enjoying autonomy coupled with accountability. 
Public investment in higher education should 
be raised from the current 4.6 per cent to at least 
6 per cent of GDP, complemented by resource 
mobilisation through philanthropy, endowments, 
and public-private partnerships.

In line with India’s commitment to 
sustainability, HEIs must evolve into green 
campuses, embracing renewable energy, net-zero 
practices, and research aligned with the 
Sustainable Development Goals. Social 
responsibility must also be central, with students 
engaging in rural immersion programmes, 
community service, and social innovation and 
entrepreneurship projects.

A vibrant cultural ecosystem is central to 
India’s emergence as a globally respected 
knowledge and innovation hub. By 2047, India’s 
cultural ecosystem must reflect the harmony of 
tradition and modernity. Her cultural landscape 
must envision the synthesis of its ancient 
civilisational discourse and modern global outlook. 
A culturally vibrant India will not only nurture 
its own citizens but also inspire and lead the 
world in creative, intellectual, and civilisational 
excellence. Therefore, the vision for Viksit Bharat 
2047 should place equal emphasis on inclusivity, 
sustainability, creativity, and international 
cultural engagement.

To ensure accountability, a robust monitoring 
and evaluation framework must be created. This 
will have to include a National Higher Education 
Dashboard offering real-time data on enrolment, 
outcomes, employability, and research; an 
independent evaluation agency to track 
institutional performance; and an annual “State 
of Higher Education Report” presented to 
Parliament.

The outcomes of India’s education system 
have to be transformative by 2047. India’s 
universities will have to be globally benchmarked 
for producing thought leaders, innovators, 
entrepreneurs, and cultural ambassadors. Higher 
education should be able to serve as the engine 
of India’s $40 trillion knowledge economy.

Most importantly, India will have to reclaim 
its place as a global knowledge superpower, 
offering inclusive, sustainable, and future-ready 
higher education that contributes not just to 
national progress but also to global well-being.

Author is a Retd Principal.
He can be reached at 

vkmalout@gmail.com

Sensing the situation, China 
has swiftly introduced the “K Visa” 
option. Through this visa, it plans to 
provide opportunities for education, 
research, and business opportunities 
to talent from around the world. By 
doing so, it aspires to achieve its goal 
of leadership in global science and 
technology. If Indian youth begin to 
turn to China instead of the United 
States, it will be an even more 
serious situation for us...
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MLA Rajpora reviews developmental works 
of Shadimarg, Achgoze & Litter blocks

FE NEWS NETWORK

Directs inclusive participation 
of people in planning, quality 

execution of works & community 
benefit while planning at 

ground level

PULWAMA: Member of Legislative 
Assembly (MLA) Rajpora, Ghulam Mohi 
Uddin Mir convened a meeting at 
Circuit House Pulwama to review the 
developmental works of the Rural 
Development Department (RDD) for 
blocks Shadimarg, Achgoze, and Litter.

During the meeting, Block 
Development Officer of Shadimarg, 
Achgoze, and Litter delivered a detailed 
presentation highlighting the 
achievements, ongoing works, and 
future action plans under various 
flagship schemes of the department.

The presentations covered progress 
under MGNREGA, PMAY-G, PRI, SBM-G 
(Swachh Bharat Mission Gramin), Amrit 
Sarovar, and other developmental 
initiatives aimed at strengthening rural 
infrastructure and improving 
livelihoods.

MLA emphasised the need for 
timely completion of developmental 
works and called for coordinated efforts 
among field functionaries to ensure 
effective implementation of welfare 
schemes. He directed officials to ensure 
enhanced participation of the public 
in Gram Sabhas so that planning and 

implementation of works are carried 
out in a truly participatory and need-
based manner.

While reviewing MGNREGA works, 
MLA directed the concerned officers 
to ensure that all works are executed 
strictly as per approved estimates and 
technical guidelines, maintaining high 
standards of quality and durability. 
He stressed that works must be long-
lasting, community-oriented, and 
beneficial to the maximum number 
of people.

With regard to solid waste 
management, MLA directed officers 
to ensure that door-to-door collection 
of waste is carried out strictly as per 
the schedule in all panchayat halqas. 
He also instructed the officials to 
maintain proper cleanliness in and 
around segregation sheds so that they 

may not pose any threat to the local 
population and scientific management 
of waste is achieved.

MLA further underlined the 
importance of convergence between 
departments to achieve holistic rural 
development and sustainability.

He also directed field functionaries 
to intensify on-ground monitoring, 
maintain transparency through updated 
work registers and social audits. He 
highlighted that accountability, 
transparency, and people’s participation 
must remain at the core of all 
developmental efforts.

The meeting was attended by 
Assistant Engineers, Junior Engineers, 
Panchayat Secretaries, Technical 
Assistants, Gram Rozgar Sahayaks 
(GRSs), and other officials from the 
concerned blocks.

Himayat creating pathways for rural 

youth empowerment: Javid Dar

FE NEWS NETWORK

Hails mission for 
shaping futures, announces its 

expansion to agri-sectors

SRINAGAR: Minister for Agriculture Production, 
Rural Development Department and Panchayati Raj, 
Cooperative and Election Department Javid Ahmad 
Dar, today lauded Himayat for creating a unique 
platform that offers rural youth an opportunity 
to shape their skills and build independent futures.

While speaking at the Himayat Alumni Meet 
2025 in Srinagar, where several beneficiaries 
shared their success stories, the Minister said 
most participants came from humble backgrounds 
and had advanced in life through resilience and 
determination. “Himayat is a unique platform 
that offers rural youth an opportunity to shape 
their skills and build independent futures,” he 
noted.

He added that in today’s world, academic 
qualifications alone are not enough, skill is the real 
currency.

The Minister urged that skill development should 
extend to modern farming techniques, soil testing, 
livestock care, and even the use of artificial intelligence 
in agriculture. “If we train our youth in these areas, 
it can spark a real revolution,” he said.

Citing inspiring success stories of Himayat train-
ees, Dar said every individual must write their own 
journey of achievement despite hardships. Encourag-
ing the youth, he quoted: “The essential thing in life 
is not conquering, but fighting back.”

He emphasized that honesty, hard work, and 
discipline as the foundations of lasting success. “Short-
cuts never bring real achievements. Competition 
should be faced with courage and preparation,” he 
stressed.

Dar also called for regular personality develop-
ment training alongside skill trades to boost youth 
confidence. He congratulated the participants and 
lauded the Seva Parv initiative, running from Sep-
tember 17 to October 2 across the country, as a plat-
form to highlight grassroots progress and youth 
empowerment.

“Every household faces difficulties, but we must 
overcome them, polish our skills, and move forward,” 
the Minister said.

Secretary, Rural Development Department (RDD) 
& Panchayati Raj, Mohammad Aijaz Asad, in his re-
marks, said the event was not merely an alumni meet 
but a journey that reflected “stories of struggle and 
success” of youth from remote areas of Jammu and 
Kashmir who through the Himayat Mission, have 
found their path to self-reliance.

“The alumni who shared their journeys are a 
source of inspiration for the trainees present here. It 
shows that Himayat is not just training but also a ray 
of hope and a path to success,” he noted.  The Secre-

tary emphasized that the government is not only 
imparting skills but also committed to tracking the 
post-training journey of candidates, ensuring place-
ments and further interventions wherever needed. 
He congratulated the Himayat Mission team for 
sustaining this engagement and called for more such 
alumni meets in the future.

He announced that Himayat 2.0 will soon be 
rolled out with additional training sectors, including 
agriculture, dairy, horticulture, and farming. “By add-
ing these sectors, we aim to give rural youth more 
opportunities and pathways for success,” he said.

Linking the programme to the nationwide Seva 
Parv initiative launched by the Prime Minister on 
September 17, Asad said the campaign, running till 
October 2, seeks to connect people with various 
schemes and highlight stories of empowerment.

Chief Operating Officer, Himayat, Rajneesh 
Gupta, also shared key insights into the program’s 
impact during the Alumni Meet, underscoring its 
role in empowering youth across Jammu and Kash-
mir. “As of now, Himayat has trained more than 34,000 
candidates and approximately 15,000 of them have 
been successfully employed,” he informed.

The event was attended by Director RDD Kash-
mir, Shabir Hussain Bhat; Chief Executive Officer, 
IWMP, Rajnish Kumar; and other officers.

Over 13,000 
consumers avail 
benefits under 

Domestic Power 
Amnesty -2025-26

FE NEWS NETWORK

KPDCL urges eligible  
consumers to avail the 

scheme, benefit from this 
welfare-driven

 opportunity

SRINAGAR: The amnesty policy of Kashmir 
Power Distribution Corporation Limited (KPDCL) 
has witnessed an overwhelming public response 
with more-than 13,189 consumers availing the 
benefits and clearing their dues, till date.

This amnesty 
policy offers a 100% 
waiver on interest and 
surcharges for out-
standing bills of do-
mestic consumers as 
of March 31, 2025.

Focused aware-
ness campaigns and 
facilitation efforts by 
the DISCOM has bore 
the fruits, with as many 
as 13,189 consumers 
have already availed 
the benefits under the current phase, enabling a 
recovery of Rs.753.8 lakhs.

This positive trend reflects both consumer 
confidence in the initiative and its importance in 
strengthening the financial health of the Corpora-
tion, while at the same time advancing consumer 
welfare through settlement of arrears and regular-
ization of services.

Meanwhile, KPDCL has urged all eligible con-
sumers who have not yet availed the scheme to 
approach their nearest KPDCL Sub-Division offices 
without delay and benefit from this welfare-driv-
en opportunity.

It has further given out that the Amnesty 
Policy has been designed in the interest of the 
public good, offering a simplified and consumer-
friendly mechanism for clearing outstanding dues.

DIPR Shopian, Cultural Unit 
DIPR, RDD organize ‘Sewa Parv–2025’ 

celebrations at CFC Zainapora

Ladakh Lieutenant Governor Reviews Security
 Situation In Leh, Calls For Heightened Vigilance

FE NEWS NETWORK

Leh: A day after four persons were killed 
and more than 80 others were injured in 
widespread clashes amid a shutdown in 
Ladakh, Lieutenant Governor of the Union 
territory, Kavinder Gupta, on Thursday 
chaired a security review meeting here and 
called for heightened vigilance to safeguard 
peace.

The shutdown and protest was called by 
a constituent of the Leh Apex Body (LAB) 
in support of their demand to advance the 
proposed talks with the Centre on the 
extension of the Sixth Schedule of the 
Constitution and statehood to Ladakh.

“The lieutenant governor chaired a high-
level security review meeting to assess the 
emerging situation across Ladakh, 
emphasising the need for heightened 
vigilance, seamless inter-agency coordination, 
and proactive measures to safeguard peace, 

security, and public order across the UT,” 
the L-G’s office said in a post on X.

Officials said senior officers from the police, 

CRPF and civil administration attended the 
meeting and discussed in detail the prevailing 
law and order situation in the region.

Hundreds of protesters supporting 
the movement for statehood to 
Ladakh and extension of the Sixth 
Schedule turned violent on 
Wednesday and set the BJP office 
in Leh and several vehicles on fire, 
prompting the authorities to clamp 
curfew in the town and its adjoining 
areas.

The Centre alleged the mob 
violence was guided by the 
“provocative statements” of climate 
activist Sonam Wangchuk, while 
certain “politically motivated” 
individuals were not happy with 
the progress made in the ongoing 
talks between the representatives 
of the government and Ladakhi 
groups. The climate activist, who 

was leading a hunger strike in Leh over the 
twin demands, called off his hunger strike 
after the violence on Wednesday. (PTI)

FE NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: As part of the nationwide Sewa Parv 
– 2025 celebrations, a special programme on cleanliness, 
waste segregation and plastic-free 
environment was today organized by 
DIPR Shopian, Cultural Unit DIPR 
Kashmir in collaboration with RDD 
Shopian at Common Facility Centre 
(CFC) Zainapora.

The event laid special emphasis 
on cleanliness drives, segregation of 
waste and curbing the use of plastic 
in line with the government’s vision of promoting a 
sustainable and eco-friendly lifestyle.

Addressing the gathering, Assistant Commissioner 
Development highlighted that community participation 
is vital for achieving the goals of Swachh Bharat and 
a plastic-free environment. He urged the students to 
become ambassadors of change by practicing and 
promoting waste segregation at source, discouraging 
single-use plastics and spreading awareness among 

their families.
During the programme, sanitation and awareness 

drives were carried out through Zainapora market, 
involving enthusiastic participation of teachers, 

school children, local public and 
volunteers.

A skit on the theme of cleanliness 
and environmental conservation, 
organised by DIPR Shopian & Cultural 
Unit DIPR Kashmir was also presented 
by ‘Tulkul Art and Media Collective’ 
Chadoora leaving a strong message 
for society. School Children of Zainapora 

also presented a cultural programme on the occasion 
regarding cleanliness.

BDO, Zainapora also sensitized the participants 
about the hazards of plastic pollution, importance of 
waste management and the role of citizens in 
maintaining a clean and green environment.

A large number of people besides students of 
various educational institutions participated in the 
event.
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Jal Shakti Minister reviews Parnai 
Hydro Power Project at Buffliaz

SURANKOTE: Jal Shakti Minister, Javed 
Ahmed Rana, reviewed the Parnai Hydro 
Power Project in Buffliaz, Surankote, high-

lighting the importance of prioritising the 
local communities’ interests in water resource 
management.

The Minister emphasized that the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir have the first right 
over their water resources, and it is es-
sential to protect and promote their inter-
ests. He emphasised the need to prioritise 

their interests in water management and 
utilisation.

The Minister highlighted the JK govern-

ment’s focus on hydropower development 
and energy self-sufficiency in Poonch.

Reviewing the progress on Parnai Hydro 
Power Project, he emphasized upon the 
executing agency to ensure timely comple-
tion.

The Minister was informed that the De-
tailed Project Report (DPR) for the Phagla 

Hydro Electric Project has been formu-
lated and is awaiting implementation to 
harness the region’s hydropower potential.

Under Phase-2 of the Parnai Project, ini-
tiation has been planned to make various 
areas of Mendhar adequately irrigated, 
promoting the local farming development 
and improving the quality of life for resi-
dents.

The Minister emphasized the importance 
of sustainable utilization of water resourc-

es, ensuring that the benefits of hydro-
power projects are shared equitably among 
the local communities. He stressed the 
need for community engagement and 
participation in decision-making pro-
cesses related to water resource manage-
ment.

He said that JK government led by Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah remains commit-
ted towards protecting the interests of the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir and ensur-
ing that they receive a fair share of benefits 
from the region’s water resources. “Parai 
Hydro Power Project underscores this com-
mitment, aiming to promote equitable 
development and protect the rights of the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir over their 
natural resources, he added”

The Parnai Project aims to enhance en-
ergy security, promote economic growth 
and improve living standards in Poonch, 
he added.

Rana has been advocating for reviewing 
existing agreements and treaties to ensure 
that they are fair, equitable and just for the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir. This review, 
he maintains, will help to identify areas 
for improvement and ensure that the region’s 
water resources are utilised in a sustainable 
and equitable manner.

importance of youth-led development 
and grassroots entrepreneurship initiative.

Javid Dar launches Viksit Krishi 
Sankalp Abhiyan at SKUAST-Kashmir

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The inaugural ceremo-
ny, marking commencement of the 
Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan in 
Jammu & Kashmir, was held at Con-
vention Centre Sher-e-Kashmir Uni-
versity of Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology (SKUAST) Kashmir today, 
with Minister for Agriculture Produc-
tion, Javid Ahmad Dar presiding over 
the event.

This 15-day Abhiyan aims to educate 
the farmers about modern, region-
specific technologies for major Khar-
if crops, raise awareness about key 
government schemes and policies, 
promote use of Soil Health Cards for 
crop selection and balanced fertiliser 
application and collect grassroots 
feedback to guide farmer-centric in-
novations and agricultural research.

Addressing the gathering, the Min-
ister encouraged the farmers to engage 
directly with the agricultural scientists, 
assuring them of dedicated support 
to address their queries and chal-
lenges. He highlighted the vast po-
tential of agriculture and allied sectors 
to enhance the productivity through 
technology-driven practices.

“The government is committed to-
wards supporting the farmers through 
various Central and UT schemes with 
the goal of increasing farm income 

and making agriculture a viable live-
lihood for the younger generation, 
stated the Minister.”

Principal Secretary, Agriculture Pro-

duction Department, Shailendra Ku-
mar, also addressed the audience, 
underscoring the department’s achieve-
ments and the transformative impact 
of government interventions in im-
proving farmer livelihoods across the 
region.

As part of the event, a documentary 
film showcasing agricultural milestones 
in the Kashmir Division was screened 
and two publications related to agri-

cultural advancements were for-
mally released.

Earlier, the Minister visited the Chry-
santhemum Nursery to inspect the 

ongoing transplantation activities and 
review the progress on floriculture 
initiatives.

The event was attended by several 
dignitaries including Chairman DDC 
Srinagar, Altaf Malik; Member Legis-
lative Assembly Hazratbal, Salman 
Sagar; Vice Chancellor SKUAST-K, 
Professor (Dr.) Nazir A. Ganai; and 
Director Extension, SKUAST-K, Dr. 
Raihana Habib Kanth.

D&FCO issues Advisory for 

FBOs, Consumers on Artificial

 Fruit Ripening

Recommends use of
 approved source of Ethylene Gas; 

Warns against applying banned 
calcium carbide

 JAMMU: The Drug and Food Control 
Organisation(D&FCO) has advised the Food Business 
Operators (FBOs) dealing with storage, packaging, 
distribution and sale of Fruits & Vegetables to strict-
ly adhere to the prescribed guidelines during and 
post artificial ripening treatment to ensure safe and 
compliant ripening practices, failing which penal 
action as warranted under FSS Act2006 shall be ini-
tiated.

The Organization has specially issued advisory 
for repining of Climacteric Fruits- Fruits which are 
harvested at full maturity and can be further ripened 
during transit or storage like Banana, Guava, Avo-
cado, Mango, Apple, Pear, Apricot, Peach and To-
mato etc

Artificial ripening is the process by which ripen-
ing is controlled to achieve desired characteristics 
intended for better consumer acceptance. Fruit trade 
involves transporting fruits to distant places.  

It said that considering the issue of use of banned 
calcium carbide and non-availability of alternative 
ripening agent, Food Safety & Standards Authority of 
India (FSSAI) permitted the use of ethylene gas for 
ripening of fruits in India vide notification dated 
23.08.2016, subject to adherence to the SoPs by the 
Food Business Operators (FBOs).

A detailed SoP for use of Ethylene gas for artificial 
ripening has been notified by FSSAI and available at 
the official website https://fssai.gov.in/cms/guidance-
notes.php.

Artificial Ripening with Calcium Carbide, popu-
larly known as ‘Masala’ has been strictly banned in 
terms of sub-regulation 2.3.5 of Food Safety & Stan-
dards (Prohibition and Restrictions on Sales) Regula-
tion, 2011, due to its potential health hazards.

Recommending the use of   Ethylene Gas, D&FCO 
said that Ethylene is a hormone produced naturally 
within the fruits to stimulate ripening process. Eth-
ylene, being a natural hormone, does not pose any 
health hazard to consumers.

Ethylene gas, ethanol, ethephon, etc. can be used 

on fruits to trigger the ripening process in fruits, 
under controlled conditions of Humidity, Temperature 
and Exposure Time.

However, any source of ethylene gas coming in 
direct contact with fruits is not permitted.

Further, only the approved source of Ethylene 
Gas is allowed to be procured and used, besides en-
suring authenticity/purity of the sachets containing 
ethephon in powdered form and other components.

“Only those sachets must be used that are prop-
erly labelled mentioning details of manufacturer, 
composition, instructions for use etc. Use of Ethylene 
Gas for artificial ripening can be done upto the con-
centration of 100 ppm (100 µl/L) only” the organiza-
tion advised further.

Fruit should not occupy more than 75% of the 
volume of the chamber (as well as crate) during the 
treatment.

Gas leakage monitoring system should be installed 
in the commercial ripening chambers.

Stacking of boxes should be done keeping min-
imum 4-6 inches space from the walls and between 
the adjacent crates.

For detailed guidance note all the stakeholders 
have been advised to visit https://www.fssai.gov.in/
upload/uploadfiles/files/Guidance_Note_Ver2_Arti-
f ic ia l_Ripening_Fruits_03_01_2019_Re-
vised_10_02_2020.pdf

 Consumers also are advised to remain vigilant 
in the market and purchase fruits from known sellers/
reputed stores/dealers who declare that fruits sold 
have not been ripened using harmful/banned chem-
icals and to wash fruits thoroughly with potable 
water before its use/consumption to ensure its 
safety and quality.

Commissioner 

SMC reviews preparations 

for Mela Kheer 

Bhawani, Eid-ul-Adha 

celebrations

SRINAGAR: In order to assess the arrange-
ments for the upcoming Mela Kheer Bhawani 
and Eid-ul-Adha celebrations, Commissioner 
SMC, Dr. Owais Ahmed today chaired a com-
prehensive review meeting at the SMC Head-
quarters, Karan Nagar.

Primary focus was to ensure the imple-
mentation of effective sanitation and cleanliness 
measures to facilitate these important religious 
festivals.

The meeting was attended by senior SMC 
officers and officials, who discussed strategies 
to uphold hygiene standards during the fes-
tivities.

Commissioner emphasized the vital im-
portance of maintaining cleanliness in and 
around the Kheer Bhawani shrine and other 
religious sites across Srinagar

Special directives were issued regarding 
free hooper service for collection/disposal of 
animal skins and hides following Eid-ul-Adha, 
along with enhanced sanitation services around 
mosques and religious places. The meeting also 
stressed community participation in keeping 
the city clean and urged residents to actively 
contribute to sanitation efforts.

To assist the public, SMC reminded residents 
to utilize the 24x7 Control Room services es-
tablished for sanitation, waste management 
and related concerns. These helpline numbers 
are available round the clock to provide guid-
ance and support: 0194-2474499, 0194-2470465, 
1800-180-7038.

Commissioner reaffirmed the SMC’s com-
mitment in maintaining high hygiene standards 
and ensuring a safe, clean, and peaceful envi-
ronment during these festivals. He urged resi-
dents to cooperate with municipal authorities 
and make use of the helpline services for a 
smooth and successful celebration.

Ahead of Eid Ul Adha: DC Srinagar holds 

meeting of various Trade Associations
R&R Commissioner Reviews 

Arrangements For Kheer Bhawani Mela
FE NEWS NETWORK

Inspects progress
 on transit accommodation 

for PM package
 employees

SRINAGAR: Relief and Rehabilitation 
Commissioner (M), Dr. Arvind Karwani, 
took on the spot stock of arrangements 
being put in place for the ensuing Mata 
Kheer Bhawani Mela-2025.

Pertinent to mention that the Mata 
Kheer Bhawani Mela is scheduled to be 
held on 3rd June, this year, on the auspi-
cious occasion of Jyeshtha Ashthami. 
The Yatra, as part of the mela, will be 
flagged off from Jammu on 1st June at 
6 am. After a brief halt at Ramban, the 
Yatra will proceed for different destina-

tions like Tulmulla ( Gander-
bal), Tikker ( Kupwara), Devsar 
( Kulgam), Manzgam ( Kulgam) 
and Logripora (Anantnag) and 
reach the destination by af-
ternoon.

The Relief Organization will 
facilitate transportation of the 
devotees from Jammu, as per 
past practice.

Dr Karwani interacted with 
the concerned district admin-
istration of Ganderbal, Kulgam, 
Anantnag and Kupwara besides 
the Mandir Prabandhak Com-
mittee members and devotees. 
He reviewed the arrangements 
related to accommodation, 
sanitation, logistics, security 
and basic amenities for the 
Yatris.

Dr Karwani accompanied by the site 
engineers inspected various transit ac-
commodations for PM Package employ-
ees under construction in the North , 
South and Central Kashmir. He also in-
teracted with the PM package employees 
putting up at various locations in the 
Valley. He was apprised of various de-
mands of the employees like allotment 
of quarters, basic amenities and educa-
tion for their children.

The Commissioner assured the em-
ployees that all their genuine issues will 
be addressed in a phased manner.

He asked the Engineers to ensure qual-
ity work and speedy completion of the 
transit accommodation so that the pos-
session of the quarters can be given to 
the eligible employees at the earliest, as 
per the criterion laid down by the gov-
ernment.

FE NEWS NETWORK

Stresses self regulation
 by FBOs, ensuring quality
 and standard of essential 

commodities in City
SRINAGAR: Ahead of upcoming Eid-Ul-Adha 

celebrations, Deputy Commissioner (DC) Srinagar, 
Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat chaired a meeting with 
representatives of various Traders Association at 
Meeting Hall of the DC Office Complex here today 
regarding, regulation, quality and availability of 
food items in the district.

The meeting was among others attended by the 
Additional Deputy Commissioner, Mir Imtiyaz Ul 
Aziz; Additional Deputy Commissioner, Aadil 
Fareed; Assistant Commissioner Food Safety, 
Yamin Ul Nabi and other concerned besides, rep-
resentatives of different trade Associations includ-
ing Bakers Association, Butchers Association and 
Street Vendors Association.

At the outset, DC emphasized on ensuring best 

quality and hygienic food items at all Food Busi-
ness establishments across the City. He urged the 
representatives of the trade associations to ensure 
self regulations at their respective food establish-

ments by strictly adhering to the laid guidelines 
with regard to quality, and rates of the food items 
including bakery, meat, chicken, confectionary, 
fruits etc, particularly on upcoming Eid-Ul Adha.

Dr Bilal asked the representatives of the Trade 
Associations to sensitize their respective members 
regarding the self regulation, hygiene and to main-
tain quality and standard of essential commodities. 
He further asked them to ensure that all essential 
commodities are sold at Government approved 
rates.

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Minister for Education, 
Social Welfare Health and Medical 
Education, Sakeena Itoo chaired a meet-

ing at Civil Secretariat to review the 
performance and functioning of Jammu 
and Kashmir Board of School Education 
(JKBOSE).

The meeting was attended by Chair-
man JKBOSE and Additional Chief Sec-
retary Higher Education, Shantamanu; 
Secretary School Education, Ram Niwas 
Sharma; Director School Education 
Kashmir, Dr. G.N Itoo; Director School 

Education Jammu, Naseem Javid Chow-
dhary; Secretary JKBOSE, Ghulam Has-
san Sheikh and other senior officers of 
JKBOSE and School Education department.

During the meeting, the Education 

Minister took comprehensive assessment 
of overall performance, examination 
mechanism, evaluation, curriculum 
development, digitisation services as 
well as ongoing reforms aimed at strength-
ening school education across Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Addressing the officers during the 
meeting, the Education Minister em-
phasized on timely conduct of examina-

tions and strengthening of grievance 
redressal mechanisms for the facilitation 
of students. She further asked the of-
ficers that any updation related to cur-
riculum updation should be done 

timely and before the onset of new 
academic session.

The Minister also directed the JKBOSE 
authorities that the textbooks should 
be made available by the end of Novem-
ber so that there is no hindrance in sup-
ply position before the start of new 
session. She asked the JKBOSE authori-
ties and School Education department 
to devise a proper mechanism for dis-

patching of textbooks to schools well 
in time.

The Minister appreciated the JKBOSE 
for some student centric initiatives which 
will make the registration process as 
well as examination mechanism smooth. 
She asked the officers to establish 
proper mechanism for evaluation so 
that the results can be declared timely.

Highlighting the importance of ac-
countability and efficiency, the Minister 
underscored the need for continuous 
upgradation of infrastructure, capacity-
building of staff, and closer coordination 
with schools to address challenges on 
the ground related to examinations.

“Education is the foundation of our 
future. The role of JKBOSE is pivotal in 
shaping a transparent, modern, student-
friendly examination and evaluation 
system. Our priority is to strengthen 
institutions so that every child in Jammu 
and Kashmir can benefit from quality 
education”, Sakeena Itoo stated.

The Education Minister further called 
the JKBOSE authorities to issue date sheet 
for 10th and 12th classes well in time 
so that the students can prepare accord-
ingly for their respective examinations.

During the meeting, Secretary JKBOSE 
gave a detailed presentation on the ac-
tion plan for forthcoming examinations 
as well as other aspects of the Board.

Sakeena Itoo Reviews Performance,
 Functioning Of JKBOSE
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LG Sinha 
and development. He was speaking at the launch 

of ATL Sarthi at University of Kashmir.
The University serves as a nodal institution for 

the ATL Sarthi initiative, collaborating with NITI 
Aayog to establish robust monitoring mechanisms 
and strong institutional linkages with Atal Tin-
kering Labs (ATL) in schools across J&K. The 
initiative will focus on providing mentorship, 
capacity building for ATL teachers, and guiding 
students in transforming ideas into commercial 
prototypes.

In his address, the Lieutenant Governor lauded 
the ATL Sarthi initiative aimed at connecting 
every Atal Tinkering Lab to larger ecosystem of 
guidance and mentorship.

“The Atal Tinkering Lab is a fitting tribute to 
former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 
These Labs are empowering our young students 
and providing them with the tools for new discov-
ery and self-development, and imparting skills 
like problem-solving. By nurturing the curiosity 
of India’s ‘Amrit Generation,’ ATL labs are laying 
the foundation for a developed and aspirational 
nation,” he said.

The Lieutenant Governor highlighted that under 
the leadership of Prime Minister, innovation is 
no longer limited to industries; it has become a 
permanent part of our society.

He urged the youth of Jammu and Kashmir—the 
future innovators—to take advantage of the sup-
port provided by the Government of India and 
realize their dreams.

The Lieutenant   Governor said the landmark 
Rs 1 lakh crore fund for research, development 
and innovation, for the next 6 years is accelerat-
ing progress in high-priority sectors, ranging 
from energy security to climate action and deep 
technologies like Quantum Computing and Arti-
ficial Intelligence.

He called upon the University of Kashmir to 
focus on skill development, and capacity building 
for Atal Tinkering Lab teachers, unlocking their 
potential and promoting creativity and innova-
tion.

The Lieutenant Governor made a special men-
tion of Atal Tinkering Lab students from across 
Jammu Kashmir for providing innovative solu-
tions to address local problems and challenges. 
He also visited the stalls showcasing the innova-
tive projects by the students of ATLs and inter-
acted with the young innovators.

The occasion also witnessed the release of the 
coffee table book celebrating the successful in-
novations by the ATL students from Jammu 
Kashmir. The representatives of Corporate and 
Foundation partners also briefed on their CSR 
initiatives aimed at fostering a stronger innova-
tion ecosystem in the UT of J&K.

Dr. Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State (In-
dependent Charge) for Science & Technology, 
Earth Sciences, MoS PMO, Personnel, Public 
Grievances & Pensions, Atomic Energy & Space 
also graced the launch ceremony.

Atal Dulloo, Chief Secretary; Dr. Deepak Bagla, 
Mission Director, Atal Innovation Mission, NITI 
Aayog; Shri Shantmanu, Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Higher Education Department; Prof. Nilofer 
Khan, Vice Chancellor, University of Kashmir; 
Shri Ram Niwas Sharma, Secretary School Edu-
cation; Deepali Upadhyay, Program Lead, Atal 
Innovation Mission; Prof. Naseer Iqbal, Registrar, 
Kashmir University; senior officials, heads of 
educational institutions, faculty members, teach-
ers, and students of Atal Tinkering Labs were 
present. (DIPTR)

Rs 1L Cr 
urban planning.
The Lieutenant Governor was speaking at the 

Governing Council Meeting of All India Forum 
of Real Estate Regulatory Authorities (AIFORE-
RA) in Srinagar.

The Lieutenant Governor urged that the ‘Whole 
of the Government’ approach is needed for advanc-
ing this sector and ensuring accountability in 
timely project delivery.

“The transparency, accountability, and effi-
ciency brought by RERA Act 2016 must protect 
homebuyers’ interests and swift grievance redressal 
mechanism is required to transform this sector 
into a more regulated and efficient industry,” the 
Lieutenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor also spoke on the in-
tricacies of the Real Estate Sector, its challenges, 
possibilities and opportunities.

He called upon private players and real estate 
developers to play their greater role in promoting 
affordable housing.

“Under the leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minis-
ter Shri Narendra Modi, the real estate sector is 
emerging as one of the major contributors in 
realising the vision of Viksit Bharat. This rapid 
growth is driven by the aspirations of the common 
man. The real estate sector must move forward 
with equitable development and urban transfor-
mation at its core and ensure fairness and trans-
parency for those who dream of owning a home.

I also want to see this sector becoming more 
competitive to encourage growth. There must be 
uniformity and harmony in housing regulations 
across the states and union territories,” the Lieu-
tenant Governor said.

The Lieutenant Governor also exhorted the real 
estate developers to pay special attention towards 
the health and education of families of workers 
engaged in housing development projects.

 The Lieutenant Governor said the welfare of 
those who are building our homes should be the 
top priority. He further urged the All India Forum 
of Real Estate Regulatory Authorities to work 
with developer groups like NAREDCO (National 
Real Estate Development Council) to ensure that 
workers and their families are not deprived of 

their basic rights in any way.
He further emphasised on real-time monitoring 

of housing development projects and awareness 
campaigns for the buyers.

On the occasion, the Lieutenant Governor re-
leased the Journal and Annual Report 2024-25 of 
AIFORERA.

Shri Anand Kumar, Chairman, All India Forum 
of Real Estate Regulatory Authorities (AIFORE-
RA); Shri Satish Chandra, Chairman, J&K Real 
Estate Regulatory Authority (JKRERA); Ms Man-
deep Kaur, Commissioner Secretary, Housing 
and Urban Development Department; Chairper-
sons of various Real Estate Regulatory Authorities 
and senior officials attended the inaugural session 
of the Governing Council Meeting of AIFORERA.
(DIPR)

Power Key
“Any country that aims to develop rapidly in 

the 21st century must increase its electricity pro-
duction. The most successful countries will be 
those that lead in clean energy,” he said.

The BJP government at the Centre is advancing 
the clean energy campaign by turning it into a 
people’s movement, he added.

The prime minister on Thursday laid the foun-
dation for and inaugurated several projects in the 
fields of renewable energy, water supply, power, 
road, and infrastructure worth Rs 1,22,100 crore 
during the event in Banswara.

Among the most significant is the Mahi-Banswara 
nuclear power project, a 2,800 MW facility to be 
built at a cost of Rs 42,000 crore in Banswara.

Talking about tax reforms, Modi said 11 years 
ago, the Congress government was engaged in 
exploiting and looting the people of the country.

“In Congress era, both taxes and inflation were 
sky-high. There was loot everywhere whereas 
under the BJP, it is more about savings. The gov-
ernment put an end to Congress’ loot after people 
blessed Modi,” the prime minister said.

Modi also said that in 2017, the Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) was implemented that helped 
people get rid of taxation hassles, and the tax 
structure has now been reformed.

“The whole of India is celebrating the GST sav-
ings festival. Everyday items have become cheap-
er. Kitchen expenses have reduced.

“Before 2014, the Congress government used to 
charge Rs 31 as tax on a purchase of Rs 100. When 
GST was implemented in 2017, the same item 
worth Rs 100 increased by only Rs 18 and started 
costing Rs 118, a savings of Rs 13,” he said.

Things have become cheaper after the reformed 
GST structure took shape on September 22, Modi 
said. (PTI)

Govt Establishes
The members include Commissioner/Secretary to 

the Government, General Administration Depart-
ment; Commissioner/Secretary, ARI & Trainings 
Department (Member Secretary); Secretary, School 
Education Department; Secretary, Information Tech-
nology Department; Secretary, Department of Law, 
Justice & Parliamentary Affairs; and representatives 
from J&K Public Service Commission and J&K Ser-
vices Selection Board, not below the rank of Addi-
tional Secretaries. The Chairman may also co-opt 
any other member as required.

The committee has been tasked to finalize digitiza-
tion of Recruitment Rules while adopting the “Delhi 
Model” for expediting the process, to incorporate 
BISAG-N as a digital partner, and to coordinate, 
monitor and review the overall system. The ARI & 
Trainings Department will service the committee. 
(KNC)

Govt Enlists 
earmarked for the repair and restoration of the 

Carding Machine at the UNDP facility, a step that 
will guarantee uninterrupted availability of qual-
ity raw material and thereby reinforce the produc-
tion base for Namda artisans.

The spokesperson appealed to the public to sup-
port the Government’s “Vocal for Local” initiative 
by buying felted Namdas, emphasizing that col-
lective patronage is essential to provide a level 
playing field to Namda artisans and to ensure the 
revival of this unique craft, which forms an inte-
gral part of Kashmir’s cultural heritage. (KNO)

J&K Govt
to incessant rains, flash floods, and landslides 

in August-September,” he said. “From Kathua to 
Kupwara, the damage has been unprecedented.”

The Chief Minister highlighted the scale of de-
struction, noting that torrential rains have dam-
aged over 350 bridges, around 2,000 km of road 
network, thousands of hectares of agricultural 
land, besides washing away standing crops and 
inflicting damages on both government and private 
buildings. “Given the enormity of restoration 
challenges, Jammu and Kashmir is looking forward 
to a comprehensive relief and rehabilitation pack-
age from the Central Government,” he added.

Emphasizing the importance of first-hand as-
sessment, Omar Abdullah said his visit to the 
remote and isolated areas of Kathua was aimed 
at understanding the ground realities. He also 
undertook an aerial survey of damages in Hiranagar 
and Lakhanpur, the entry point of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Later, the Chief Minister convened a meeting 
with district administration, including Deputy 
Commissioner Kathua Rajesh Sharma, ADC, and 
senior civil and police officers. He directed the 
DC to conduct extensive tours of all affected areas 
and submit detailed ground reports at the earliest.

Speaking on the occasion, MLA Bani, Dr. Ra-
meshwar Singh, underlined that the Bani region 
too has suffered extensive damages due to landslides 

triggered by torrential rains. He said that in vil-
lages such as Moar, Najote, and Kanthal-Majra, 
nearly 100 families have lost their land and prop-
erty completely. He demanded allotment of five 
marlas of land for such affected families, besides 
highlighting other pressing concerns, including 
damages to the Jalana Bridge, delay in tendering 
of work for High School Lohai, upgradation of 
High School Sadrota, as well as amnesty from 
KCC loans and electricity bills for affected fami-
lies.

The Chief Minister assured that the government 
would examine all these demands with due seri-
ousness and extend all possible support to the 
affected families. (DIPR)

Indian banks 
it stops the growth story of the nation,” he said.
If nobody had extended credit to these conglom-

erates, India would not have had so many indus-
trial houses, Shah added.

It can be noted that as per the official statistics, 
the MSME growth in FY25 slowed down to 14.1 
per cent from over 20 per cent in the previous 
fiscal. Analysts have of late expressed concerns 
about the credit quality in the MSME lending 
segment.

Talking about the global economy, Shah said 
India has emerged as a bright spot. “While the 
world is going through difficulties, with polarisa-
tion of societies and people losing faith in leader-
ship, India is offering stability, trustworthy lead-
ership and a robust economy,” he stated.

He also highlighted India’s consistent econom-
ic performance. “Many countries are struggling 
at a one to two per cent growth rate, while India 
has maintained a steady seven to eight per cent 
growth. This is a huge achievement,” Shah said.

Highlighting investor confidence, Shah added, 
“We have consistently maintained a 14 per cent 
increase in foreign direct investment. This reflects 
global faith in India’s economy.”

Speaking about structural reforms, the minister 
said, “Through the PLI scheme, industrial cor-
ridors, logistics parks and Start-up India, we have 
created a new ecosystem. A decade ago we had 
only 26 start-ups, and today we have 1.92 lakh. In 
the last ten years, India has moved from 26th to 
3rd position globally in this sector.”

Shah pointed to future areas of growth. “Electric 
vehicles, battery technology, green growth, fintech, 
space and defence manufacturing will all strength-
en India’s growth story in the coming years,” he 
said.He recalled the state of banks before 2014. 
“Between 2008 and 2014, loans worth Rs 52 lakh 
crore were given, many of which turned into bad 
loans. The banking sector was marred by corrup-
tion, carelessness and lack of transparency. Prime 
Minister Modi decided to bring in reforms to clean 
up the system,” Shah said.

The minister also mentioned the Jan Dhan ini-
tiative. “There were 60 crore people where not a 
single member of the family had a bank account. 
We opened 53 crore accounts and linked poor 
people with the banking network,” he said.

On digital adoption, Shah remarked, “The UPI 
has brought a revolution in digital payments. 
Recent figures show that every second digital 
transaction in the world is happening in India.”

He also stressed India’s digital leap. “Today 52 
crore people are using DigiLocker and 95 per cent 
of the country has 5G network coverage,” Shah 
said. (PTI)

CS Dulloo
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan, PMGSY, NABARD 

and other key initiatives.
With regard to the newly rolled out SASCI initia-

tive, the Chief Secretary directed departments to 
expedite the process of Administrative Approval 
and Technical Sanction for all new works. He 
further advised that at least 75% of each ongoing 
work under this scheme should be completed by 
December this year, while also calling for the 
expeditious clearance of the remaining 100 moth-
er sanctions to enable timely execution of projects 
envisaged under GoI’s SASCI initiative giving 
50-year interest-free loans for completion of cap-
ital expenditure projects in a specific timeframe.

He also reviewed the performance of departments 
in mobilizing tax and non-tax revenues. He di-
rected the Power Development Department (PDD) 
to improve billing efficiency and asked the State 
Taxes Department to plug leakages in GST col-
lection. He stressed on leveraging technology to 
detect tax evasion and take stringent measures 
against defaulters to ensure full realization of 
revenues.

In his presentation, Principal Secretary, Finance, 
Santosh D. Vaidya, provided a detailed account 
of the expenditure status. He informed that out 
of the Budget Estimates (BE) of Rs 79,703 Cr in 
Revenue Expenditure, an amount of Rs 52,085 Cr 
has been released, with Rs 33,247 Cr spent till date. 
On the capital side, against a BE of Rs 18,451 Cr, 
Rs 7,435 Cr has been released to departments, 
while the expenditure booked so far stands at 
Rs757 Cr.

He further revealed that about Rs 1,038 Cr has 
been spent under CSS (Capex) and Rs 2,534 Cr has 
been utilized towards repayment obligations. It 
was also highlighted that while the power purchase 
bill has increased by 20%, the corresponding rev-
enue realization has grown by only 10%, neces-
sitating urgent corrective measures.

On the revenue front, the collections till August 
2025 include GST Rs 3,408.14 Cr Stamp DutyRs287 
Cr, Motor Spirit Tax (MST)Rs708.67 Cr, Excise Rs 
861 Cr, Transport sector Rs 370 Cr, Mining Rs 49.52 
Cr, Water Supply Rs 31.19 Cr, Water Usage Charg-
es atRs 380 Cr. The cumulative non-tax revenue 
realized during the ongoing financial year has 
reached Rs 2,765 crore.

Under the Special Assistance to States for Cap-
ital Investment (SASCI) Part I scheme, the meet-
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Muthi, Akhnoor Road, jammu/Zam Zam Complex, Rmbagh, Srinmagar 

Subject: - Provisional Selection List for the post of Film Production Assistant, Division 
Cadre Kashmir, advertised vide Advertisement Notification No. 01 of 2021 dated 
03.02.2021, under Item No. 123. 

NOTIFICATION 
Whereas, the Information Department, vide Indent No. ID/Estt/09/2020 dated: 

20.10.2020 read with ID/Estt/09/2020 dated: 07.01.2021 forwarded the requisition for making 
direct recruitment to the 01 post of Film Production Assistant, Level-4 (2550081100) as per the 
following break up:  
Cadre Item No. OM SC ST OSC ALC RBA PSP EWS Total 
Division 
Kashmir 

123 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

 

Whereas, the qualification for selection against the post, as per the Indent/Advt, is/was as 

under: 
"Science Graduate with experience of at least one year in still photography." 

Whereas, the Jammu and Kashmir Services Selection Board (JKSSB), advertised the 
aforesaid 01 post as per the category-wise break up given herein above, vide Notification No. 01 of 
2021 dated 03.02.2021, under Item No. 123, for seeking applications from the eligible candidates. 

Whereas, the JKSSB vide Notification No. JKSSB-COEOEXAM/UT/10/2023-04 (7055504) 
Dated. 03.01.2025, issued an Advance Notice for holding the OMR based written Examination for 
the post to be held on 16.02.2025 and after holding the exams, the Result/Score-sheet of the 
candidates was notified vide notification No. JKSSB-COEOEXAM(UT)/9/2025-06 (7650128) 
dated: 24.04.2025. 

Whereas, the schedule of the Documents Verification (DV) of the candidates falling 
under the consideration zone was notified vide notification No. 
JKSSB-COEOEXAM(UT)/9/2025-06 (7650128) dated: 01.05.2025, followed by Supplementary 
Document Verification (DV) vide No. JKSSB-COEOEXAM(UT)/9/2025-06 (7650128) dated: 
13.06.2025. 

Whereas, the Board vide office Order No. 221-SSB of 2025 dated 14.07.2025 
constituted a Selection Committee, for preparing the Selection List for the aforementioned posts 
of Film Production Assistant; and 

The Selection Committee so constituted prepared the Provisional Selection List in 
accordance with the Merit/Eligibility of the candidates and on the basis of principle of merit- 
aim-preference and the same was placed before the Board in its 312th Board Meeting held 
on 05.08.2025, which after deliberations and having regard to all the aspects of the 
selection, approved its notification; and 

Now, after taking into consideration all the aforementioned factors, the Provisional Selection List 
for the post of Film Production Assistant, under Item No. 123, Division Cadre Kashmir, 
advertised vide Advertisement Notification No. 01 of 2021 dated 03.02.2021, is hereby notified 
as per "Annexure-A" to this notification. It is further notified that: 

I-    The Provisional Selection List shall be subject to the outcome of OAs/Writ petition(s), if any, 
pending in the competent court of law. 

II. The Provisional List shall also be subject to the outcome of pending inquiry, if any, involving 
candidate(s), figuring in this Provisional Selection List. 

III. This is a Provisional List and shall be subject to the change(s) as warranted necessary as per the 
objections which may be received against it and mere figuring in it shall not confer any right to 
selection, which shall be finalized after examination of the objections based on merit. 

IV. In case any candidate/s is/are aggrieved with this Provisional Selection List, or intends to furnish 
any document/clarification regarding his/her withheld candidature, he/she may represent through 
the e-mail address Usselection-jkssb@jk.gov.in within Ten (10) days from the date of its 
Notification, beyond which no representations shall be entertained. The representations in 
this regard shall necessarily include complete details of the candidate including Name, Address, 
Roll Number and Contact Number. 

 

By Order. 

 
 
 

No. JKSSB-Scry/26/2025-03(E-7733324) Copy 

to the: 

Dated:#f-09.2025 

1. 
2. 3. 
 
 

4. 5. 6. 

Commissioner/Secretary to the Government, General Administration Department. 
Commissioner/Secretary, Information Department. 
Director Information, J&K, with the request to publish this Notification (excluding the attached List, 
which shall be available on the official Website of the JKSSB) in at-least three leading newspapers of 
Jammu/Srinagar. PA to the Chairman, JKSSB. I/c Website, JKSSB. Office records. 

 (AtuI Kur 
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Bachelor of 
Sceince 

UNIVERSITY 
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NAZIR 

AHMAD 
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03/01/ 
1991 

OM 72.75 62,SHIRAZ 
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AH, 
SRINAGAR,KASHMIR,

190011 

Bachelor of 
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UNIVERSITY 
OF KASHMIR 
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SD/-SECRETARY, J&K SERVICES 
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No. JKSSB-Scry/26/2025-03(E-7733324) 
Dt: 24-09-2025

DIPK-6553/25  Dt: 25-09-2025

Sd/-
 (Atul Kumar) JKAS

Secretary,
J&K Services Selection Board

ing was apprised that the government is making 
substantial investments in both ongoing and new 
capital projects across diverse departments.. Of these, 
162 are ongoing projects with a cumulative cost of 
Rs12,393.6 Cr, against which Rs 2,235.3 Cr has already 
been spent and an additional Rs1,191.4 Cr sought in 
loans under this scheme. The Power Development 
Department leads in this category with 19 projects 
worth Rs 10,052.1 Cr, followed by the Jal Shakti De-
partment with 36 projects amounting to Rs 311.1 Cr, 
besides significant works being implemented by 
Housing & Urban Development, and Public Works 
Departments.

Alongside, 60 new projects worth Rs 309.15 Cr are 
being launched under this scheme, with loans amount-
ing to Rs 189.52 Cr sought for their execution. The 
Health & Medical Education Department is spear-
heading this category with 16 projects costing Rs 82.31 
Cr, while Tourism, Youth Services, Sports and Skill 
Development Departments are also undertaking no-
table new initiatives under SASCI. The Chief Secre-
tary directed departments to redouble their efforts 
in maximizing revenue realization while maintain-
ing fiscal discipline. He stressed that enhanced 
capital expenditure coupled with efficient revenue 
collection will be pivotal in sustaining the UT’s de-
velopmental momentum and fiscal stability.(DIPR)

Horticulture
smooth reopening of the National Highway, they should 

have sought immediate defence assistance to avoid such 
chaos,” he said, adding that the government’s delay cost 
the sector heavily during its peak fruit season.

Highlighting the gravity of the situation, Kaka Ji re-
vealed that Sopore Fruit Mandi alone suffered losses of 
around Rs 600–700 crore, while the overall losses across 
Kashmir have touched an estimated Rs 1,500 crore. “The 
government must take a serious view of this crisis and 
provide every possible compensation to the growers”, 
he urged.

He further demanded that authorities should waive 
off Kisan Credit Card (KCC) loans for fruit growers and 
simultaneously seek a special relief package from the 
central government to salvage the horticulture industry.

It is noteworthy that the Srinagar-Jammu National 
Highway, the Valley’s only all-weather road link to the 
rest of the country, witnessed repeated closures in recent 
weeks due to incessant rains and landslides, choking 
the transportation of apples and other perishable produce 
at a time when Kashmir is in the middle of its peak 
harvest season—(KNO)

J&K Torchbearer
of engaging J&K as a mainstream player in India’s 

growth journey and for AIM extending its innovation 
network to the this peripheral Union Territory.

The Minister announced that under the Frontier Region 
Programme, 500 new Atal Tinkering Labs (ATLs) will 
be set up in J&K, forming the largest share of the 2,500 
labs sanctioned for frontier regions, with an investment 
of ₹100 crore. These labs, he said, will give school students 
exposure to cutting-edge tools in robotics, 3D printing, 
and artificial intelligence, enabling them to innovate at 
a young age. (PIB)

Muthi, Akhnoor Road, Jammu/Zam Zam Complex, Rmbagh, Srinagar
www.jkssb.nic.in
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India’s 
Resilience 
Stands Out 

Amid Increased 

Global 
Uncertainties: 
Sitharaman

 

PUNE: Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Thursday said India’s 
resilience stands out due to its strong 
macroeconomic fundamentals amid 
increasing global uncertainties.

Speaking at the 91st Foundation Day 
celebrations of the Bank of Maharashtra, 
the Union Finance Minister said the 
uncertainty in the global environment 
has increased over the past year, and its 
impact is being felt across countries.

“But amidst all these uncertain global 
situations, India’s resilience stands out 
and several favourable factors, such as 
strong macroeconomic fundamentals, 
a young demography, and greater reli-
ance on domestic demand, provide the 
core strength to the Indian economy,” 
she noted.

Sitharaman said the economic resilience 
has continued, particularly in the April-
June quarter this year, as well, where 
India’s GDP has grown by 7.8 per cent.

“India’s resilience is not accidental. 
They reflect proactive fiscal and mon-

etary policies, bold structural reforms, 
massive infrastructure creation, both 
physical and digital, improved governance 
and enhanced competitiveness over the 
last decade,” she said.

The finance minister also highlighted 
that S&P upgraded India’s sovereign 
credit rating to ‘BBB’ (from BBB-) in 
August 2025 after 18 years, and Morn-
ingstar DBRS upgraded India to ‘BBB’ 
from BBB (low) in May 2025.

Recently, Japanese credit rating agen-
cy Rating and Investment Information 
(R&I) upgraded India’s long-term sover-
eign credit rating to ‘BBB+’ from ‘BBB’.

Sitharaman further said that with un-
certainty remaining a defining feature 
of the global landscape, the role of banks 
becomes even more critical, not just as 
custodians of savings, but as engines of 
growth, providing the finance and sup-
port that businesses and entrepreneurs 
need to navigate volatility, seize oppor-
tunities and drive innovation.

“One principle, which we can never 

forget to adhere to, is adhering to the 
core principle of customer trust, which 
is the foundation of banking,” she said.

She emphasised that every complaint 
must be seen as an opportunity to improve, 
innovate and reinforce trust.

Grievance redressal must go hand-in-
hand with root cause analysis, systemic 
corrections in products, processes and 
conduct, and a commitment to ensure 
the same complaint does not arise again, 
Sitharaman noted.

She further said the success of UPI shows 
what interoperability can achieve. A 
recent IMF note highlights the potential 
of UPI’s interoperable design as a model 
for the world.

“It is, however, important to remember 
that digitalisation alone is not enough. 
Integrity, empathy and human judgment 
remain irreplaceable,” the minister 
pointed out.

Speaking on the occasion, Department 
of Financial Services Secretary M Nag-

araju said public sector banks should 
increase their focus on MSMEs.

They should provide more loans to 
MSMEs, he said, adding that education 
loans should also be given priority.

He urged banks to see that no education 
loan application should be rejected.

Nagaraju also said that banks should 
enhance their lending towards agricul-
ture and allied activities.

In the same breadth, he asked banks 
to be vigilant about the quality of loans.

In her speech, the finance minister also 
lauded Bank of Maharashtra’s role in 
deepening financial inclusion across 
India.

Bank of Maharashtra’s return on assets 
(RoA) of 1.8 per cent in fiscal 2024-25 was 
way ahead of the average RoA of PSBs, 
which stood at 1.1 per cent.

Its CASA ratio of 53.3 per cent is the 
highest among public sector banks (PSBs), 
where the average CASA ratio is 38.8 per 
cent, and it also surpasses the majority 
of private sector banks. (PTI)

Centre Launches National Water Security Initiative, 
Makes Conservation Mandatory Under MGNREGA

NEW DELHI: The Union Government 
on Thursday launched the National 
Initiative on Water Security, making 
water conservation a mandatory 
component of the Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment Guarantee 
Act (MGNREGA).

According to the Press Information 
Bureau (PIB), Union Minister for Rural 
Development and Agriculture & Farmers’ 
Welfare Shivraj Singh Chouhan and 
Union Jal Shakti Minister Chandrakant 
Raghunath Patil unveiled the initiative 
at Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi.

Union Minister of State for Rural 
Development Kamlesh Paswan, senior 
officials, and representatives from rural 
blocks and districts joined the event in 
person and virtually.

          Announcing the move, Chouhan 
said the government had amended the 
Schedule of MGNREGA to ensure a fixed 
portion of funds is compulsorily used 
for water conservation and harvesting 
works.

He underlined that the directive came 
from Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
who has consistently prioritised water 
security.

Chouhan said 65% of MGNREGA funds 

in “over-exploited” and “critical” rural 
blocks will now be allocated to water-
related works. In “semi-critical” blocks, 
the allocation will be 40%, while even 

blocks without water scarcity will 
dedicate at least 30%.

“Water is life. If there is water, there 
is a tomorrow and a today. Without 
water, nothing is possible,” Chouhan 

said. He stressed that the decision would 
improve groundwater recharge, 
rejuvenate rivers and ensure sustainable 
farming.

Union Jal Shakti Minister Patil called 
it a historic reform. He said that out of 
the ₹88,000 crore MGNREGA budget, a 
large share will directly fund water 
harvesting and recharge activities.

“This decision will prove vital for water 
security and rural development. Prime 
Minister Modi has always given water 
conservation the highest priority,” Patil 
said.

The Ministers said the initiative will 
not only help farmers but also benefit 
livestock, wildlife, the environment, 
and future generations. They emphasised 
that better conservation practices would 
strengthen rural resilience against 
climate change.

Since 2014, MGNREGA has created 
over 1.25 crore water assets including 
farm ponds, check dams and tanks. 
Under Mission Amrit Sarovar, more 
than 68,000 reservoirs have been built 
or rejuvenated.

In the last 11 years, the scheme has 
generated over 3,000 crore person-days 
of employment with an expenditure of 
about ₹8.4 lakh crore. Women’s 
participation has risen from 48% in 
2014 to 58% in 2025, marking a major 
shift in rural livelihoods.

Officials said the National Initiative 
on Water Security will take these efforts 
forward by shifting the approach from 
short-term crisis response to long-term 
preventive water management. (PIB)

Union Minister Scindia chairs 

meeting with TSPs and OEM 

Advisory Committee
NEWDELHI:The Union Minister of Commu-

nications and Development of North Eastern 
Region, Jyotiraditya Scindia, along with Dr 
Neeraj Mittal, Secretary (Telecom), chaired a 

meeting with Telecom Service Providers (TSPs) 
and Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) 
Advisory Committee.

The meeting focused on three key agendas 
— review of preparations for India Mobile Con-
gress (IMC) 2025, discussion on issues flagged 
by TSPs and OEMs, and an assessment of the 
status of Telecom Manufacturing Zone (TMZ) 
at Gwalior and the Telecom Innovation, Research 
and Training Centre at Jabalpur.

During the deliberations, the Union Minister 
noted that most pending issues raised earlier 
by TSPs had been resolved, particularly relating 
to cyber security, spam control, standards and 
technology interoperability. Three critical items 
— digital divide, spectrum authorization, and 
business viability of fixed-line services remained 
under consideration, with stakeholders ex-
pected to provide responses to draft rules by 6 
October 2025. Matters relating to telemarketer 
regulations, license fee, and electricity power 
requirements are also under examination under 
the upcoming Telecom Policy framework.

On the OEM front, the Union Minister re-
corded closure of issues concerning indigenous 
manufacturing, testing and certification time-

lines, and ease of doing business measures. Four 
items remain pending, including cost structure 
parity with global peers, development of a 
partial-to-full domestic manufacturing ecosys-

tem for import substitution, promotion of design-
led manufacturing, and resolution of single-source 
component procurement challenges. Respons-
es and policy inputs on these issues are expect-
ed by 6 October 2025.

Union Minister Scindia emphasised that the 
Government remains committed to bridging 
the digital divide, fostering innovation, and 
strengthening indigenous telecom manufactur-
ing. He directed both TSPs and OEMs to work 
in close coordination with the Department of 
Telecommunications (DoT) to provide action-
able feedback within stipulated timelines. He 
also stressed that upcoming initiatives like IMC 
2025, the TMZ in Gwalior and the Innovation 
Centre at Jabalpur will play a pivotal role in 
making India a global hub for telecom technol-
ogy, services, and manufacturing.

Stakeholders Advisory Committees (SACs) 
have been constituted by the Minister of Com-
munications to provide valuable inputs across 
the telecom ecosystem. These advisory plat-
forms enable structured two-way dialogue 
between government, industry, and innovators, 
ensuring inclusive and collaborative policy-
making. (PIB)

Paras Hospital Introduces 
Priority Care Initiative for 

Senior Citizens and Specially 
Abled Patients

Special counters, dedicated OPDs, and personalized
 support aim to reduce waiting times and improve healthcare access

 for elderly and specially-abled patients

Paras Hospital Srinagar has rolled out a priority care initia-
tive designed to improve the hospital experience for senior 
citizens and specially abled individuals. The program ensures 
quicker consultations, expedited diagnostics, reduced waiting 
times, and direct assistance from staff, addressing one of the 
most pressing concerns in healthcare access for these groups.

India’s ageing population 
is expanding rapidly. Ac-
cording to the India Ageing 
Report 2023, there were 
nearly 149 million people 
above the age of 60 in 2022. 
This number is expected to 
rise to 194 million by 2031, 
as per the Ministry of Sta-
tistics and Programme 
Implementation. With age, 
health challenges become 
more common. Studies show 
high rates of hypertension, 
diabetes, and mobility issues 

among seniors, making timely treatment critical. Accessibil-
ity adds another layer of difficulty: a Lancet study found that 
older Indians travel an average of 14.5 km for outpatient care 
and over 43 km for hospitalization, with rural patients facing 
the steepest hurdles. For specially abled senior citizens, these 
barriers are even more severe, often leading to delayed diag-
noses and poorer health outcomes. Against this backdrop, 
Paras Hospital’s priority care initiative seeks to close critical 
gaps and make healthcare more accessible for vulnerable groups.

Commenting on the initiative, Dr. Murtaza Habib, Facility 
Director Paras Hospital Srinagar said, “Senior citizens and 
specially abled patients often face barriers that prevent timely 
medical attention. This program directly addresses those gaps 
by streamlining access at every step, whether it is registration, 
consultation, or diagnostics. Our aim is to make their hospital 
visit efficient, respectful, and stress-free.”

The hospital has further strengthened the program by estab-
lishing a helpdesk for senior citizens, scheduling special OPD 
days for elderly patients, initiating counseling and wellness 
programs, and providing structured guidance for home care 
support.

Paras Hospital Srinagar is committed to continuously improv-
ing healthcare access for senior citizens and specially abled 
patients. Going forward, this initiative will provide a sustain-
able framework to ensure timely treatment, shorter waiting 
times, and dignified care, setting a benchmark for healthcare 
delivery in the sector. (PR)

“World witness to India’s defence 
manufacturing strength”: Piyush Goyal 

on 11 years of ‘Make in India’
NEWDELHI: As the ‘Make in India’ initiative 

marks 11 years of success, Union Commerce 
and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal on 
Thursday lauded the centre for its achievements 
in indigenous defence production.

“The world is a witness to India’s defence 
manufacturing strength today! Guided by 
the vision of PM Narendra Modi, the nation 
has scripted landmark achievements in 
indigenous defence production, reflecting 
the success of the Make In India initiative,” 
Goyal posted on X.

Meanwhile, India today sucessfully launch 
the Intermediate Range Agni-Prime Missile 
from a Rail based Mobile launcher system, 
which is designed to cover a range of up to 
2,000 km. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 
congratulated the concerned agencies on the 
launch.

“India has carried out the successful launch 
of Intermediate Range Agni-Prime Missile 
from a Rail based Mobile launcher system. 
This next generation missile is designed to 
cover a range up to 2000 km and is equipped 
with various advanced features,” Singh posted 
on X.

The Defence Minister asserted that the 
success of the flight test has put India in the 
group of selected nations that have developed 
“canisterised launch system from on the 
move rail network”.

“Congratulations to DRDO, Strategic Forces 
Command (SFC) and the Armed Forces on 

successful test of Intermediate Range Agni-
Prime missile. This successful flight,” Singh 
said.

“The first-of-its-kind launch carried out 
today from specially designed Rail based 

Mobile Launcher, has the capability 
to move on Rail network without 
any pre-conditions that allows User 
to have a cross country mobility 
and launch within a short reaction 
time with reduced visibility,” he 
added.

Earlier on Tuesday, Rajnath Singh 
highlighted that India’s vision of 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat was not 
merely to manufacture for its own 
needs, but to develop capabilities 
that allow India to become a credible 
source of advanced technology and 
high-quality products for the world.

Singh and his Moroccan 
counterpart Abdelatif Loudyi 
jointly inaugurated Tata Advanced 

Systems Limited’s (TASL) state-of-the-art 
defence manufacturing facility in Berrechid, 
Morocco, on Tuesday. Rajnath Singh described 
the occasion as a historic moment in the 
evolving strategic partnership between India 
and Morocco.

Spread over 20,000 square metres, the facility 
will undertake production of the indigenously 
developed Wheeled Armoured Platform 
(WhAP) 8×8, jointly designed by TASL and 
India’s Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO).

“For India, this initiative reflects the spirit 
of ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat.’ A self-reliant India, 
which is also an active and responsible player 
at the global level. The goal of our self-reliant 
India is not only to manufacture for its own 
needs but to create an ecosystem where India 
becomes a credible source of advanced 
technology and high-quality products for 
the world,” Singh said.

“For India, self-reliance does not mean 
isolation rather, we aim to develop strategic 
autonomy under self-reliance. We want to 
develop such capabilities that allow us to 
independently protect our nation while also 
maintaining engagement with global partners,” 
he added. (ANI)

MoD Signs Rs 62,370 Crore Deal 

with HAL for 97 LCA Mk1A Fighters

NEW DELHI: The Ministry of Defence on 
Thursday signed a contract worth over ₹62,370 
crore with Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) 
for the procurement of 97 Light Combat Aircraft 
(LCA) Mk1A for the Indian Air Force.

According to Press Information Bureau (PIB), 
an official spokesperson said the deal, one of the 

largest in the history of Indian aerospace, covers 
68 fighter aircraft and 29 twin-seater trainers 
along with associated equipment.

Deliveries will begin in 2027-28 and continue 
for six years. Defence officials said the contract 
will significantly strengthen the combat capabil-
ity of the IAF while boosting the government’s 
Aatmanirbhar Bharat initiative.

The LCA Mk1A is the most advanced version 
of the indigenously designed and manufactured 

fighter jet. The aircraft will carry more than 64 
percent indigenous content. Officials said 67 
additional items have been incorporated com-
pared to the earlier Mk1A contract signed in 
January 2021.

The new fighters will be equipped with cutting-
edge indigenous technologies including the 

UTTAM Active Electronically Scanned 
Array (AESA) radar, Swayam Raksha 
Kavach self-protection suite, and in-
digenous control surface actuators. 
These features, they said, will make 
the aircraft a potent platform to meet 
operational requirements of the IAF.

The project will also expand India’s 
aerospace manufacturing ecosystem. 
Around 105 Indian companies are di-
rectly engaged in producing detailed 
components for the LCA, while hundreds 
of MSMEs are linked to the supply chain. 
The ministry estimates that production 
will generate nearly 11,750 direct and 

indirect jobs annually during the six-year de-
livery phase.

The acquisition falls under the ‘Buy (India-
IDDM)’ category of the Defence Acquisition 
Procedure 2020, which prioritises equipment 
designed, developed, and manufactured indig-
enously. Officials said the deal marks a major 
step towards self-reliance in defence and under-
scores the government’s push for indigenisation 
in high-technology sectors. (PIB)
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WAZWAN 
DELIGHTS

CAFE & RESTAURANT

HOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

ONLY FRESH PRODUCTS

NH 44 VESSU ANATNAG NEAR CRPF CAMP-192101

DAAL ROTI, BURGER, MOMOS, etc
Biryani, Fried Rice, Piza, Chiken Roll, 

kanti, kabab Rista , Yakni

CONTACT NO: 
9149631319
6006116690
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