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Western Disturbance To Bring
Heavy Rain, Snow To J&K From Today

Better Air Connectivity
Vital For J&K’s National
Mainstream: Dr Jitendra

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir
isbracingforafresh spell of inclement
weather as a Western Disturbance is
set to impact the region from Sunday
onwards, bringing widespread rain
inthe plains and snowfall over higher
reaches.

The advisory issued by the Indian
Meteorological Department, states that
from October 5 to 7, J&K is likely to
experience generally cloudy conditions
with intermittent spells of light to
moderate rain and thundershowers
at most places. “Light to moderate
snowfall is expected over the higher
reaches, with the possibility of heavy
to very heavy rain at few places in
Jammudivision and moderate toheavy
rain at isolated places in Kashmir
division on October 6,” the advisory
states, adding, “On October 8, a brief
spell of light rain may occur at a few
places, while October 9-14 is expected
toremain generally dryacross Jammu
and Kashmir.”

Meanwhile, Independent weatherman
FaizanKengwhile talkingto KNO said
the effect of the Western Disturbance
will become noticeable from Sunday
evening, intensifying from Monday
onwards. “Plains arelikely toreceive
light to moderate rain, while higher
reaches will witness snowfall which
may lead to closure of key mountain
passes including Sinthan Top, Zojila
Pass, Margan Top and Sadhna Top,”
Keng said.

Headded that upper reaches of South

Kashmir may witness 6 inches to 1.5
feet of snowfall, while North Kashmir’s
upper reaches could record nearly a
foot of snow.

stretches,” reads the advisory.
“Lighttomoderatesnowfall isexpected

overthehigherreaches of the Kashmir

Valley, Chenab Valley and Pir Panjal

The Meteorological Department has
issuedadetailedadvisory for the people
and has asked the farmers to suspend
harvesting and other agricultural
operations between October 5-7.

“There is a possibility of heavy to
very heavy rainfall in parts of Jammu
divisionand moderate toheavyrainfall
inisolated areas of Kashmir division,
accompanied by thunder, lightning
and gusty winds. Landslides and
shootingstonesarelikely at vulnerable

range, with the possibility of moderate
to heavy snow over South Kashmir
and parts of Chenab Valley,” itadded.

Pertinently, Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah had chaired a high-level
meeting yesterday at the Civil
Secretariat here to review the
preparedness of various departments
inview ofthe weather advisory issued
by the Meteorological Centre.

The Chief Minister had directed all
concerned departments to remain in

a state of full readiness to minimize
possible damage tofruit crops, ensure
uninterrupted supply of essential
services and keep allmajor roads and
highwaysfunctional duringthe weather
disturbance.

Reviewing the arrangements, the

The Meteorological
Department has issued

a detailed advisory for the
people and has asked the
farmers to suspend
harvesting and other
agricultural operations
between October 5-7.

ChiefMinisterhadasked the Agriculture
and Horticulture Departmentstoissue
timely advisories to farmers and
orchardists and ensure the smooth
transportation of fruit to terminal
markets, particularly during peak
harvesting season.

Heasked the Public Works Department
and national highway agencies,
including NHIDCL, NHAI,

H See OnP/6

FE NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: Union minister Jitendra
Singh on Saturday said that improving
air connectivity in Jammu and Kashmir

72-seater aircraft under the Regional
Connectivity Scheme UDAAN, which
would cap ticket fares at nearly half the
prevailing market rates.

This would not only make flights more

is crucial not only for passenger
convenience but alsoforeconomic growth,
tourism and greater integration of the
region with national mainstream.
Reviewingaviation plansfor the Union

Territory, heunderlined the importance | =

of improving regional connectivity and
providing affordable travel options to
local residents.

Atameetingattended by Samir Kumar
Sinha, Secretary of Civil Aviation Ministry,
and Vipin Kumar, Chairman of Airports
Authority of India, Singh called for fast-
trackingnecessary approvalsand technical
work.

Singh, the Minister of State for Personnel,
emphasised that the Udhampur airport
couldinitially begin operations with ATR

affordablebutalsobring Delhi- Udhampur
fares substantially lower than the Delhi-
Jammu route, thus offering a huge
incentivetoeven Jammu-bound passengers
to take the Delhi-Udhampur air route.
The step would be a major relief for
students and young professionals

M SeeOnP/6

BJP ToField 3

Candidates In RS Polls

Party Core Group
Meeting Held In Jammu

FE NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Saturday announced that it will
field three candidates for the upcoming
Rajya Sabha polls.

BJP spokesperson Sunil Sethi said, “We
have decided to contest all seats. We are

fielding three candidates.”
While the BJP will field one candidate
each for the first two seats, for

0 SeeOnP/6

J&K Govt kicks

PM Unvelils Initiatives Worth

IGP Reviews Jammu Policing, Stresses

Alignment With India 2047 Vision

forthcoming 60th edition of the
national conference of DGPs and
IGPs to be held in Chhattisgarh
next month.

“IGP chaired a meeting at the

off budget preparations
for 2026-27

SRINAGAR: The
Jammu & Kashmir
Governmenthasinitiated

Over ? 62,000 Cr For Youth

Addressing the gatheringafter launching
the various youth-focused initiatives, the
Prime Minister said, skill plays an important
role in nation-building.

“During the session, the IGP
reviewed the Action Taken Reports
onvariousrecommendationsfrom
earlier meetings, covering a wide
range of contemporary policing

FE NEWS NETWORK

FE NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Inspector General of
Police Bhim Sen Tution Saturday
reviewed the Action Taken Reports

SRINAGAR: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi unveiled various youth-focused

anexercisetopreparethe

initiatives worth over 62 thousand crore

He said, his government is preparing the on various recommendations of

annual budgetfor thenext
g financial year.

To begin with, the
Finance Department has
asked all departments to start the budget
preparation for 2026-27.

“All administrative departments, Heads
of Departments (HODs), Budget Controlling
Officers,and Drawingand Disbursing Officers
(DDOs) are requested to start the budget

ZonalPolice HeadquartersinJammu

66

Yuva Shaktitolead the future with a strong
focus on skilling and innovation.

He highlighted that India is a country of
knowledge and skill and intellectual strength
is the greatest power of the country.He
mentioned that ITIs are not only premier
institutions of industrial education but are
also the workshops of an Aatmanirbhar
Bharat.

The Prime Minister said that the PM-SETU

Officers Were Also
Encouraged To Devise
National-Level Strategies
For Law Enforcement And To
Innovate To Bring Measurable
Improvements In

Police Functioning,

The Officer Said.

preparation exercise for the year 2026-27
in right earnest, to enable examination,
compilation, and consolidation of these
estimates within the administrative
departments for onward submission to the
Finance Department,” readsa circular issued
by the Finance Department, a copy of which

rupees, giving a decisive push toeducation,
skilling and entrepreneurship across the
country.

Duringthe Kaushal Deekshant Samaroh
held at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi, the
Prime Ministerlaunched the Pradhan Mantri
Skillingand Employability Transformation

scheme will benefit over one thousand ITIs
across the country as they will be upgraded
and modern machines will be introduced.
He emphasised that the PM-SETU will
connect country’s youth with the world’s
skill demands.
Recalling the contribution

multi-sectoral policinginthe Jammu
region and emphasised aligning
all initiatives with the national
vision of transforming India into
a developed nation by 2047.

The review meeting, chaired by

to review the progress on
recommendationsfromthe previous
DGPsandIGPs Conference,” apolice
officer said.

The high-level meeting was
attended by top police officials of

) )/

and internal security issues such
as cybercrime, technology in
policing, counter-terrorism

is in possession of B See OnP/6 through Upgraded ITIs- PM - SETU. W See OnP/6 the IGP, was held in view of the region, both in person and  challenges, and reforms
preparedness ahead of the through video conferencing. B SeeOnP/6
Bottimline Focus onissues
Class 10 Exams From Nov 3
. . of J&K: Tarun Chugh
J&K Govt Bans Sale of Unsafe With 15% Syllabus Relaxation = samscM Omaron
Fl'()zell, Chllled Meat PPOd“CtS FE NEWS NETWORK vocational subjects paper will be Ladakh remarks

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammuand Kashmir
government has banned the trade of unsafe
frozen meat after inspections revealed
rotten and unlabelled stock being sold in

He said the Food Safety Commissioner
has ordered an immediate ban on the
preparation, storage, transport, and sale
of frozen meat that does not meet the
standards set under the Food Safety and

Standards Act 2006.
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Celsius. Any product failingtomeet these
conditions will be seized and destroyed,
he warned.

The officer added that all departments,
including police, have been alerted. He
urged people to report suspicious sales

He said the Food Safety
Commissioner has ordered
animmediate ban on the
preparation, storage, transport,
and sale of frozen meat that
does not meet the standards
set under the Food Safety

and Standards Act 2006.

the market.

Assistant Commissioner of Food Safety,
Hilal Ahmad Mir said, that the move is
aimed at protecting public health and
stoppingthose involved in unsafe practices.

“Meat without properlabellingor storage

and warned traders that licences will be
cancelled if they are found violating the

conditions willnotbeallowed,” Mirsaid. ~ ban.

Heexplained that highly perishable items
like chicken must be kept under strict
temperature control, at minus 18 degrees

“Only properlylabelled and safely stored
branded meat products will be

B See OnP/6

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and
KashmirBoard of School Education
(JKBOSE)hasnotified the date-sheet

for Class 10th Annual/ Regular,
2025 (Oct-Nov session), Eﬁ

scheduling the examination
from November 3 from 11 am
to2pm.

In all, nearly 95,000 students
from Kashmir Division and
winter zone areas of Jammu
Division including students

held on November 21. Subjects with
smaller number of candidates like
Home Science will be held on
November 23, Music on November

from Ladakh UT are expected
totakeup the exam, which the
Government has restored back to
October- November session.

As per the date- sheet, the exams
will commence on November 3 for
Mathematics subject followed by
Social Science on November 7.

Theexaminationfor Science subject
hasbeen scheduled on November 11
while English paper will be held on
November 14.

The Urdu/ Hindi papershave been
scheduled onNovember 17, Computer
Science on November 19 while as

25andadditional/ optional subjects
including Kashmiri/ Dogri/ Bhoti/
Punjabi/ Arabic/ Urdu/ Hindi/
Persian/ Sanskrit on November 24.

The examination will conclude on
November27with Painting/ Artand
Drawing subject papers scheduled
on that day.

Inconsideration of the disruptions
intheacademic calendar caused due
to heat wave, torrential rains/
cloudbursts and floods, the

H SeeOnP/6

JAMMU: Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP)National General Secretary Tarun
ChugSaturday slammed Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah over his statements on
Ladakh, stating that he failed to fulfill
anypromisemadetothepeopleof Jammu
and Kashmir before the elections.

Speaking with reporters, Chughasked,
CM Omar tofocus onaddressing issues
inJ&K rather than divertingattention
to Ladakh

He also said that whenever there is
an atmosphere of joy in the country,
Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi
and therest of the INDIA block parties
start playing the tune of mourning.

Hesaid that India’s Gen-Z is engaged
inmaking the country self-reliant and
is being advanced by following PM
Modi’s policies.

“PM Modi has given a goal to Gen-Z
and is continuously working for the
welfare of the youth. The result of this
is visible across the entire country,”
he said.

On Ladakh situation, Chug said that

the Central government
H SeeOnP/6
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DC Udhampur hands over Mission Yuva: Udyam Mega Mlllti-Sl.JECiality.
sanction letters to beneficiaries 740 campdianinswing Health Camp organised at Village
ACTOSS K1S ar

r Mission YUVA

O
T

UDHAMPUR:Deputy
Commissioner Udhampur, Saloni
Rai, handed over sanction letters
tobeneficiaries underthe Mission
YUVA scheme here at a brief
function held in the Conference
Hall, DC Office Complex.

The event was attended by
Additional District Development
Commissioner, Rajinder Singh,
General Manager JK Bank, Tariq
Ali,DGM, Lalit Parkashand AGM,
Naresh Kumar.

While interacting with

unde

LT ERLET

congratulated them and
informed them about various
welfare schemes launched
by the Government aimed at
supporting unemployed youth.
She emphasized that Mission
YUVA is not merely a financial
assistance programme, but a
movement to promote self-
reliance and entrepreneurship
among the youth.
TheDCurgedthebeneficiaries
toutilize the financial assistance
judiciously and work towards

the beneficiaries, the DC establishing  sustainable

g
- -

and dignified livelihoods.
Appreciating the coordinated
efforts of J&RKBankin processing
and facilitating cases under the
scheme, she stressed the need to
expedite the disbursal of financial
assistanceinasmoothand hassle-
free manner.

The beneficiaries expressed
theirgratitude tothe government
forlaunching the Mission YUVA
initiative, which provides financial
assistance and continuous
handholding support for setting
up their own business ventures.

KISHTWAR: The progress under Mission Yuva and the
implementation of ongoing Udyam Jagriti 4.0 campaign in
Kishtwar District was reviewed at meeting chaired by Additional
Deputy Commissioner Pawan Kotwal and attended by SBDU
Members and BHD heads, resource persons from Government
Degree Colleges, Polytechnic College, and ITI along with BPMs
from NRLM. The ADC reviewed the coverage under Udyam Jagriti
4.0 campaign and directed the resource persons to reach out
to each student of their respective institutions by next week.

The campaign aims to motivate students towards self-
employment and raise awareness about the government schemes
promoting entrepreneurship and youth empowerment.

The ADC also reviewed the performance of NRLM and
instructed the BPMs to rope in each woman associated with
Self-Help Groups (SHGs).

He highlighted that women's participationis a key component
of Mission Yuva and is essential for building a strong local
entrepreneurial ecosystem. While reviewing the pendency
of cases at the bank level, the ADC directed the concerned
bank officials to monitor the sanctioning and disbursement
processes regularly and ensure that all approved cases are
finalized without delay. He further took stock of the verification
status of business project proposals at the BHD level. He directed
the ACR and all SDMs to fast-track the verification process,
enabling timely processing at the SBDU level and subsequent
DLIC approvals. The meeting was attended by ACR Kishtwar,
Mohd Idrees Lone; SDM Paddar, Dr. Amit Bhagat; SDM Chatroo,
Nayeem-ul-Rehman; AD Employment, Shafqat Keen; officers
from the Employment Department; representatives from NRLM
and other concerned officials.

Bheja-Bhaderwah

DODA: On the directions of
Deputy Commissioner Harvinder
Singh and Director Health
Services JammuDr. A.H. Zargar,
and under the overall guidance
of Chief Medical Officer Dr. Om
Kumar, and ADC Bhaderwah
Sunil Kumar Bhutyal, a Mega
Multi-Speciality Health Camp
was organized at Village Bheja
in Medical Block Bhaderwah.

The camp was inaugurated
by Dr. Om Kumar, CMO
Doda, in the presence of the
Commanding Officer, 33 Bn
CRPF, BMO Bhaderwah, Dr.
Versha Sharma, and several
other dignitaries and officials
fromthe Health Departmentand
local administration.

A wide range of health
services were provided to the
general public, including General
Health Check-up, Orthopaedic,
Physician, NCD, AYUSH, Dental,
Eye Check-up, Laboratory Tests
and USGfacilities. Free medicines
were distributed among the
patients and Vay Vandhana
Cards were generated for

senior citizens on the occasion.
Additionally, teams delivered

supporting departments for
ensuring the successful conduct

health educationand awareness
sessions on various preventive
and promotive health topics.
More than 250 patients were
screened and treated at the camp
by a team of dedicated doctors
and paramedical staff from SDH
Bhaderwah and GMC Doda.
Speakingonthe occasion, Dr.
Om Kumar highlighted that the
camp was specially organized
to provide comprehensive
healthcare services to the flood-
affected population of the area.
He appreciated the tireless

of the event.BMO Bhaderwah Dr.
Versha Sharma in her address
expressed gratitude to the
district administration, local
administration and GMC Doda
for their continued supportand
emphasized the importance
of organizing such outreach
programs to ensure equitable
access to healthcare for all.
The local population
expressed their heartfelt thanks
to the Health Department and
the district administration for
bringing quality medical care

effortsof the medicalteamsand  to their doorstep.

Beekeepers awareness

programme held at Tethar Banihal

DC Alyas Khan encourages local beekeepers to
invest in world-famous Sulai Honey

RAMBAN: Deputy Commissioner Ramban Mohammad
Alyas Khan presided over an awareness programme at Tethar
Banihal organised by the Agriculture Department Ramban
in collaboration with Sanglaab Valley Fed Honey Producer
Company Limited.

The event witnessed the participation of nearly 250
stakeholders of the Sanglaab Valley FPO and the local officers
including SDM Mohammad Naseeb Bajran; Chief Agriculture
Officer Dr Vinay Kumar Jandial; District Agriculture Officer
Kuldeep; Sub-Divisional Agriculture Officer Ilyas Ahmad.

Amongothers presentat the camp, included representatives
from NAFED’s Cluster Based Business Organization Agriwatch,
including Director (Finance & Compliances), Srimathi Bhaskar
and Vice President Ashok Burman, besides State Coordinators
FPOProjectJ&K Dr.Aagih Hassan.and Showkat Hussainattended
the camp.

Atthe outset, the Deputy Commissioner inspected stalls set
up to demonstrate modern beekeeping techniques.

Heasked the experts to share their experiences and innovations
with thelocal Beekeepers to help them overcome the challenges
they face.

Appreciating the local beekeepers and the Agriculture
Department for promoting the world-famous Sulai Honey,
the Deputy Commissioner encouraged them to increase the
production and engage more local youth in beekeeping to
enhance livelihood opportunities.

He assured full cooperation from the administration in
further strengthening the apiculture sector and making Ramban
a hub of high-quality honey production.

The Beekeepers from different parts of the district shared
their success stories and highlighted the growing popularity
of Sulai Honey, which has earned a reputation for its premium

Mega Public grievances redressal Camp held at Banihal
DClistens to public issues, passes on-spot directions to resolve grievances

RAMBAN: As part of the
ongoing public outreach
initiative, Deputy Commissioner
Ramban Mohammad Alyas
Khan convened a mega Public
Grievances Redressal Camp
at Banihal. He interacted with
people from different Panchayats
and the Municipal area Banihal.

The camp witnessed active
participation from public
delegations and individual
applicants who projected
a wide range of demands
seeking augmentation of public
infrastructure, employment
opportunities for local youthin
National Projects. Most of the
grievances were addressed on
the spotas the DC passed specific
directions to the concerned
officers for their timely redressal.

Among those present
included local SDM Mohammad
NaseebBajraan, Chief Education
Officer, Chief Medical Officer,
Chief Agriculture Officer, Chief
Horticulture Officer, Assistant
Labour Commissioner (ALC),
SDPO and Executive Engineers
of PMGSY, Jal Shakti and other

departments.

The Deputy Commissioner
directed the ALC to organize a
weekly camp to concede the
demandsof labourers and scale
up efforts to achieve maximum

PMGSY and PWD Engineers
to expedite the completion
of ongoing road projects and
renovation of damaged stretches
to restore smooth connectivity.

The Executive Officer MC

PFa

coverage under Mission YUVA
schemestobenefitlocalyouth. He
assured that the matter regarding
employment opportunities for
local youth in the companies
associated with the execution
of National Projects would be
taken up with the concerned
authorities.Responding to the
demand or augmentation of
road infrastructure, the DCasked

Banihal wasinstructed toinstall
street lights in the town as per
requirement withinastipulated
time frame and toaccommodate
registered vendorsindesignated
areas to decongest the main
market and streets.

The CEO was directed to
post adequate staff at Mahoo
School, besides inspect the
Krawa School building and land

for the construction of school at
Sherbibi. The ACD was asked
to clear pending payments of
contractors, while the Executive
Engineer REW was directed to
holdaspecial camp atBanihal for
theallotment of developmental
works.

Regarding the health sector,
the CMO was directed to ensure
that the Hospital on Wheels visits
Mahoo area on a weekly basis
to provide healthcare to local
peopleattheir doorsteps. Healso
instructed the CMO to depute a
healthworkerat Chapnari Health
Centre tomakeit functional. The
Agriculture Department was told
todistribute quality seedsat the
Panchayat level toincrease local
production.

Responding to demands
related to the National Highway,
the DC informed that the
construction of the overhead
bridge would soon be taken up
by the NHAIin the area, ensuring
asafe crossing point for thelocal
residents. Healsomentioned that
land compensationand damage
cases are under active process.

Poshan Project Reasi celebrates
Poshan Maah at Agharjitto

SRE N
: Yl

REASI: The Poshan Project Reasi celebrated Poshan Maah
with great enthusiasm at Lower Batora, Panchayat Agharjitto,
as part of the ongoing nationwide Poshan Maah initiative. The
eventaimed to enhance awareness about nutrition, health and
overall well-being among rural communities.

The event was chaired by District Programme Officer (Poshan
Reasi) Sudarshan Kumar along with CDPOReasi Suninderjeet Kour.
She educated the participants about the objectives of Mission
POSHAN and the significance of Poshan Maah celebrations in
promoting healthy living and combating malnutrition.

Aspartof the celebrations, several engaging activities were
organized, including nutrition awareness sessions, demonstration
of healthy recipes and interactive engagements with local women
and children. These sessions emphasized the importance of
balanced diets, child health and the effective utilization of
various government nutrition schemes available to families
in the region. The celebration witnessed active participation
from Panchayat members, Supervisors, Anganwadi Workers,
mothers and children from the local community.

The programme concluded with a message encouraging
the community to adopt nutritious food habits and ensure the
healthand well-being of every child and mother in the district.

DC Rajouri reviews safety measures amid adverse weather forecast

Stresses on readiness of essential services, amenities

emergency situation and seek help in case of any eventuality. The
Education Department was directed to conduct safety audits of
all Government schools, as also ensure similar audits are carried

quality and distinctive flavor.

They also expressed gratitude to the District Administration
and Police Department for facilitating hassle-free transportation
during their seasonal migration.

RAJOURI: In view of the adverse weather forecast, Deputy  onidentifying gaps at the ground level and staying fully prepared
Commissioner Rajouri Abhishek Sharma today chaired a meeting

toreview preparedness measures and ensure the safety and well-

MISSIO n Yuva: U dya m being of the people, particularly those residing in snow-bound out in private institutions.
o e e ° and far-flung areas. The DCalsoreviewed the preparedness of SDRFand directed the
Jag"tl 400 Ca mpa |g|'| in 5W||'|9 The Deputy Commissioner took a detailed review of high department to conduct drills to ensure readiness for any exigency.
across Kis h tw ar altitude roads in Budhal and Thanamandi, with special focus The Health Department was instructed to strengthen Primary
: on roads providing connectivity to Army posts, and directed the Health Centres (PHCs)in far-flung areas to meet healthcare needs

during adverse weather conditions.

The meeting was attended by ADC Chander Prakash; ACR
Mohammad Jahangir Khan; SE Tilak Raj; CPO Magsood Ahmed;
DySP Satish Kumar; Chief Education Officer, Chief Medical Officer,
Chief Agriculture Officer, Ex.En PDD, Ex. En PHE, Deputy Controller
SDRFand other district and sectoral officers attended the meeting.

Additionally, ADC Kalakote Tanvir Ahmed, ADC Kotranka Dilmir
Choudhary, ADC Nowshera Pritam Lal Thapaand ADC Sunderbani
Ramkesh Sharma participated in the meeting virtually.

concerned authorities to remain alert and ensure timely clearance
of snow and restoration of connectivity.

He further instructed the officers to disseminate messages
among the tribal population in the upper reaches regarding the
weather situation.

Reviewing the power supply scenario, the DC directed the
Power Department to take adequate measures for uninterrupted
electricity supply to vulnerable areas. He asked the department to
provide protective gear to field staff for their safety. He emphasized

k" i v =< s
KISHTWAR: The progress under Mission Yuva and the
implementation of ongoing Udyam Jagriti 4.0 campaign in
Kishtwar District was reviewed at meeting chaired by Additional
Deputy Commissioner Pawan Kotwal and attended by SBDU
Members and BHD heads, resource persons from Government
Degree Colleges, Polytechnic College, and ITI along with BPMs
from NRLM.

The ADC reviewed the coverage under Udyam Jagriti 4.0
campaign and directed the resource persons to reach out to
each student of their respective institutions by next week.

The campaign aims to motivate students towards self-

The Sheep Husbandry Department was instructed to spread
awarenessinlocal languages so that herders can easily report about

Empowering Youth through Sports:
Indian Army launches Girls Archery &
Shooting competition in Doda

Special interactive session hosted for
ITD J&K students at DC Office Doda

DODA: A special interactive session for  inspiring the students to work with dedication
the students of the Institute for Intellectual  and confidence.
Development (IID J&K) was organized at the IID J&K has been playing a pivotal role in

employmentand raise awareness about the government schemes
promoting entrepreneurship and youth empowerment.

The ADC also reviewed the performance of NRLM and
instructed the BPMs to rope in each woman associated with
Self-Help Groups (SHGS).

Hehighlighted that women’s participationis a key component
of Mission Yuva and is essential for building a strong local
entrepreneurial ecosystem.

While reviewing the pendency of cases at the bank level,
the ADC directed the concerned bank officials to monitor the
sanctioning and disbursement processes regularly and ensure
that all approved cases are finalized without delay. He further
took stock of the verification status of business project proposals
atthe BHD level. He directed the ACR and all SDMs to fast-track
the verification process, enabling timely processing at the SBDU
level and subsequent DLIC approvals.

The meeting was attended by ACR Kishtwar, Mohd Idrees
Lone; SDM Paddar, Dr. Amit Bhagat; SDM Chatroo, Nayeem-
ul-Rehman; AD Employment, Shafqat Keen; officers from the
Employment Department; representatives from NRLM and
other concerned officials.

DODA: In a powerful stride
toward youth empowerment
and community engagement, the
Indian Army’s 10 RashtriyaRifles
inaugurated a Girls Archery an
Shooting Competitiontoday p
at Doda under the banner L
of Operation Sadbhavana. |4
Theinitiative aims to foster |}
sportsmanship, discipline
and confiadence among
young girls and boys in the
region, while strengthening
thebondbetweenthe Army |
and local communities.

The opening ceremony
was graced by Sub Major Chain
Singh, the International Shooter
and Olympian. His presence
inspired the young participants
and added prestige to the event.
The atmosphere was charged

with enthusiasm, pride and a
shared commitment to nurturing
future champions. A total of 25
girls and 27 boys showcased
their talent and determination

in the 10-meter Air Rifle
shooting events. Speaking at the
ceremony, SubMajor Chain Singh
emphasized the transformative
power of sports in shaping
character and building unity.

S

Helauded the Indian Army’s
10 Rashtriya Rifles for creating
inclusive platforms for youth
development, especially for
girls in remote areas. Deputy
Commissioner  Doda,
HarvinderSinghalsoattended
the event and appreciated
the Army's efforts, thanking
the 10 Rashtriya Rifles for
this remarkable initiative.
This competition is part of
the broader vision under
.| Operation Sadbhavana to

= promote peace, progress

and participation through
constructive engagement. The
Indian Army remains committed
to uplifting local talent and
providing opportunities that
resonate with cultural pride
and national spirit.

Deputy Commissioner’s Office, Doda. The program
was graced by the esteemed presence of Deputy
Commissioner Harvinder Singh, whose participation
added immense value and inspiration to the event.

The primary objective of the session was to
provide students withaunique platform tointeract
directly with the Deputy Commissioner and gain
valuable insightsintoleadership, governance and
personal development. Around 100 students
participated enthusiastically, making the session

lively and impactful.

Speaking on the occasion, the Deputy
Commissioner appreciated the efforts of the
students and encouraged them to stay focused

on their future goals.

During the session, students interacted freely
with the DC, asking thoughtful questions related
to career counseling, maintaining a positive study
environment during preparation and developing
self-belief to clear competitive examinations. The
Deputy Commissioner responded to each query
with motivational guidance and practical advice,

empowering youth through quality education,

offering free coaching to students from economically

weakersections. Thisinitiativeis being carried outin
close collaboration with the District Administration
Doda, with the shared vision of making quality

education accessible and affordable for all.

The success of this educational program is
attributed to the dedicated faculty, including
Tahir Ashraf Wani (Senior Lecturer, Chemistry),
Sajad Ahmed, Dr. Mohammad Shuaib (Director, II[D
J&K). Their commitment and guidance have been
instrumental in nurturing the academic growth of
students and preparing them for future challenges.
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Rana lays foundation stone for
approach roads to Mendhari Nallah

Also reviews developmental scenario of Mendhar Constituency
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FE News Network

MENDHAR: Minister for Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology &
Environment and Tribal Affairs, Javed Ahmed Rana laid
the foundation stone for the construction of approach
roads to the downstream bridge over the Mendhari Nallah.

Thevital infrastructure project, sanctioned at a cost of

339.201akhs, will be executed by the Roads & Buildings
(R&B) Department.

During the foundation-laying ceremony, Ranadirected
the Executive Engineer of the R&B department to ensure
the project is completed within the stipulated timeline.

He stressed the importance of adhering to high quality
standards and technical specifications, emphasizing that
durable road infrastructure is essential for long-term
public convenience and regional development.

Reaffirming Omar Abdullah Government’scommitment

toenhancing road connectivity inremote and underserved
areas, Rana noted that improved infrastructure is a key
driver of socio-economic growth and accessibility in
rural areas

Later, the Minister chaired acomprehensive review
meeting to assess the overall developmental scenario
in Mendhar Constituency.

Highlighting the crucial role of horticulture and
agriculture inbolstering the rural economy, Rana called
for increased outreach and awareness among farmers
and the general public regarding various government
schemes and welfare initiatives.

He directed the concerned departments to organize
awareness camps, workshops and field demonstrations
at the village level to ensure that information reaches
the grassroots, enabling maximum public participation
and benefit.

The Minister also held a detailed review of ongoing
and proposed works under the Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana(PMGSY)and the Public Works Department
(PWD).

He instructed officials to expedite the tendering
process, monitor progress rigorously, and ensure timely
completion of all infrastructure projects.

He also reviewed the status of road restoration
efforts following recent landslides and directed the
timely preparation of Detailed Project Reports (DPRs)
for new road projects under various schemes.

In the education sector, Rana called for swift
implementation of developmental initiatives aimed at
improving educational infrastructure, teaching standards
and learning outcomes.

He emphasized the need for optimal utilization of
existing humanresourcesand integration of digital learning
tools to enhance the quality of education, particularly
in rural schools.

Addressing the healthcare situation, the Minister
highlighted the importance of improving healthcare
access and service delivery in underserved areas.

He directed health officials to undertake outreach
programs to enhance community awareness and ensure
equitable access to primary healthcare services.

The Minister underscored the importance of
interdepartmental coordination, proactive governance
and transparency in the execution of development works.

“The Government is committed to ensuring inclusive
and holistic development that reaches every section of
society, especially those in far-flung and rural areas,”
Rana stated.

The meeting was attended by senior officers from
Agriculture, Horticulture, Education, Health, Rural
Development, PWD and PMGSY departments, along
with field-level officers and representatives from various
line departments.

Adopt proactive approach to
bring shadow areas under network
coverage: Div Com to BSNL
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FE News Network

telecom towers.

afocus on the timely erection of

to resolve any revenue-related
issues to facilitate the land
transfer process for the timely
completion of tower installation
in shadow areas.

He emphasised on
eliminating duplicate entries
from the combined list of
proposed tower sites to avoid
redundant efforts and to
streamline the process.

To address concerns
regarding the erection of atower
near the Dachigam Wildlife Park,
Div Com

directed officials to find
an alternative location for
the tower at Mulnar to avoid
potential conflicts with the park’s
conservation efforts.

Heinstructed BSNLofficers
toadopta proactive approach to
pursue the cases with district

Mega Awareness,
Distribution Camp

organised at Achabal

FE News Network

ANANTNAG: A mega awareness and distribution camp was
organised by the Department of Social Welfare, Anantnag in
collaboration with the District Information Center, Anantnag
and Cultural Wing, DIPR Kashmir at Achabal.

Secretary DLSA, Fozia Paul graced the event as Chief Guest
while SDPO Achabal attended as Guest of Honour.

Principal GHSS Achabal,
TSWOs, officials of SW &
other departments, civil
societymembersandalarge
number of senior citizens
g, attended the camp.

.  Addressing  the

gathering, Secretary DLSA
briefed about the legal
servicesandrightsavailable
to the senior citizens and
called for implementing

FAMML

;
= &OUTH"

- WETRENG T

O e
e

holistic measures for the elderly and senior citizens so they
age with respect and dignity. She advocated for a rights based
approach toensure social security and overall welfare of senior

Active participation of citizens,
panchayats must for achieving vision
of a clean, green J&K: Javid Dar

Addresses culmination ceremony of Swachhotsav 2025 at Srinagar

FE News Network

SRINAGAR: Directorate of
Rural Sanitation, J&K organised
the culmination ceremony of
Swachhotsav2025atRDD Park,
Harwan, marking the grand
conclusion of the 15 day long
Swachhata Hi Seva campaign
across the Union Territory.

The event was graced by
Minister for Rural Development &
PanchayatiRaj, Javid Ahmad Dar,
as Chief Guest. He appreciated
the active participation of
citizens, panchayats and
various stakeholders in the
campaign, adding that their
active participation is must for
achieving the vision of a clean
and green Jammu & Kashmir.

MLAHazrabal Salman Sagar;
Secretary RDD Mohammad Aijaz
Asad; Director General Rural
Sanitation,

Anoo Malhotra; Director
Rural Development Kashmir,
Shabir ~ Hussain  Bhat;
other senior officers RDD,
district administration and
representatives of Swachh Bharat
Mission were also present on
the occasion.

Inhis address, the Minister
underscored the need tocontinue
the cleanliness drive beyond
campaignsand events, stressing

that cleanliness should become
anintegral part of daily life and
faith.

“Cleanliness is not just a
duty, itis part of our faith. Every
citizen must act responsibly to

keep their surroundings, water
bodies,and public spaces clean.
The true spirit of Swachh Bharat
lies in sustained community
participation,” the Minister said.

He highlighted that clean
water bodies are lifeline for
communities, and protecting
themfrom pollution mustremain
our top priority.

He urged people to ensure
that waste is managed at source
and toactively supportinitiatives
under Swachh Bharat Mission
Grameen for solid and liquid
waste management.

Earlier, Javid Dar also laid
the foundation stone for a
new Community Facilitation

Rana reviews relief,
rehabilitation efforts for Kalaban
landslide victims

Centre(CFC)atHarwan,aimedat
strengthening local governance
and improving public service
delivery in the area.

The culmination ceremony
witnessed vibrant participation

from students, PRI members,
officers, SHG members, and
sanitation workers, who
showcased their contributions
through photo exhibitions,
cultural performances, and
waste-to-wealth  displays
highlighting innovative local
efforts toward a cleaner
environment.

The event concluded with
a pledge on cleanliness and
environmental responsibility,
reaffirming the collective
commitment to sustain the
momentum of Swachhata Hi
Sevaand make Jammu&Kashmir
a model of rural sanitation
excellence.

A

FE News Network

MENDHAR: Minister Jal Shakti, Forest,
Ecology & Environment and Tribal Affairs,
Javed Ahmed Rana convened a meeting with
Sub-Divisional staffin Mendhar to assess the
ongoing relief and rehabilitation measures

“The Government is fully committed
to stand with every family affected by this
tragedy. All necessary measures are being
takento ensure timely relief, rehabilitationand
assistance to the affected individuals,” he said.

Ranaalso called forenhanced coordination
betweenadministrative officersand on-ground

AN hd

SRINAGAR: The Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir, Anshul
Garg, chaired a meeting to
address ongoing network
coverage problems in shadow
areas across various districts,
including Srinagar, Kupwara,
Shopian, and Anantnag.

The meeting highlighted
the need to improve mobile
connectivity in these areas, with

Heinstructed BSNLto submit
a phase-wise report detailing
all existing telecom tower sites
& stages of work and urged to
initiate the construction of
towers at locations where land
hasalready been transferred to
the telecom company.

Regarding revenue &
land transfer issues, District

administrations and other
concerned officers.

The meeting was attended by
Deputy Commissioner Shopian;
Additional Commissioner
Kashmir; Additional Deputy
Commissioners of Srinagar,
Kupwara & Anantnag; Assistant
Commissioner Central, DGM
BSNL, OSD to DivComand other

citizens and other vulnerable sections of society.

On the occasion, officers from Social Welfare highlighted
the services and facilities provided by the department to senior
citizens suchas Old Age Pension, Hearing Aids and Old Age Homes.

During the program, colorful cultural items like skits and
songs onrightsof senior citizens and NashaMukt Bharat Abhiyaan
were presented by the artists of Cultural Wing, DIPR Kashmir.

Atthe conclusion, carrom boards and other sports kits were
distributed among the senior citizens for their recreation and
psychological well being.

for families affected by the recent landslide
tragedy in Kalaban.

During the review, the Minister stressed
on the importance of comprehensive and
transparent evaluation of damages incurred
due to the natural calamity.

He directed officials to ensure that no
affected family is overlooked, and that the
assessment process remains fair, accurate
and inclusive.

response teams to streamline rehabilitation
and restoration efforts.

He urged for expedited preparation of
compensation proposals and long-term
rehabilitation plans, ensuring they reflect
the real needs of the victims.

Ranaissued clearinstructions for prompt
follow-upactions and regular progress reviews
to monitor implementation on ground.

administrations were directed  officers.

Kashmir literature
fest second edition to

begin from Oct-11

FE News Network

SRINAGAR: The much-awaited
second edition of the Kashmir
Literature Festival is all set to
commence from 11th to 12th
October at the Sher-i-Kashmir
International Conference Centre
(SKICC) inSrinagar. Following the
success of its inaugural edition in
December lastyear, the festivalaims
to celebrate and revive Kashmir’s
richliteraryandintellectual heritage.

Organized by the Shrikula
Foundation, the festivalaccording
tothenewsagency—KashmirNews
Observer (KNO) will bring together
eminent authors, scholars, and
intellectuals from across India.

Among the participants of the
festincludes former Vice Chancellor
of Kashmir University, Khurshid
Andrabi,

JK Bank Managing Director
Amitabh Chatterjee, and noted
Kashmiri writer Neerja Mattu,
who will be part of the Kashmiri
literature speaker panel.

Thefestival will beinaugurated
by the Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha at 10 am on 11th October.

The festival has emerged as
a platform for Kashmiri youth to
engage withintellectuals, fostering
dialogue between students from
various institutions and prominent
writers.

Speaking about the event, a
memberoftheorganizingcommittee
said, “Last year, lwasinvited merely
as an audience member.

GMC Srina;
Mohammad As
with ‘Pride

FE News Network

SRINAGAR: Mohammad Ashraf Hakak (JKAS),
the Administrator of Associated Hospitals at
the Government Medical College (GMC) in
Srinagar, was felicitated with the prestigious
‘Pride of India Award’ on Saturday.

The award was presented in recognition
of Hakak’s exceptional and professional
contributions to his field, which have significantly
impacted the healthcare administrationin the
region.

The ceremony was attended by senior officials

ar administrator
af Hakak honoured
India Award’

from the medical fraternity. Dr. Iffat Hussan
Shah, the Principal of GMC Srinagar, along with
Sarwar Khan, Director of the Associated Colleges
and Faculty Institutions (ACFI) Kashmir, jointly
honoured him with the accolade.

The ‘Pride of India Award’ acknowledges
individuals who have demonstrated outstanding
dedication and excellence in their professional
domains.

Hakak’s work in streamlining the
administration of the associated hospitals under
GMCSrinagar hasbeen widely praised, making
him a deserving recipient of this honour.

Shantamanu Inaugurates
Mega Science Event At Jammu

FE News Network

JAMMU: Additional Chief
Secretary (ACS), Higher Education
department, Shantamanu
inaugurated the 52nd Rajya Stariya
Bal Vaigyanik Pradarshani(RSBVP)
2024-25 and Divisional Level
National Science Seminar (NSS)
2025, held together as a Mega
Science event at Krishi Bhawan
Talab Tillo here.

The event was hosted by
the State Council of Educational
Research & Training (SCERT)J&K,
Divisional Office Jammu and
marked the divisional culmination
of these nationally acclaimed
science initiatives.

Joint Director DSEJ, Joint
Director SCERT, Joint Director
Central, experts from NCERT, New
Delhi- Prof. Ramavatar Meena
and Prof. T. P. Sharma, National
RSBVP Coordinator, students and
other officers were present on
the occasion.

The event witnessed
enthusiastic participation from
seventy young innovators, twenty
seminar toppers and teachers
from the ten districts of Jammu
Division.

The ACS in his captivating
address on the occasion, motivated

the students toembrace curiosity,
strengthen scientific foundations
and step forward with confidence
toshape their future and wished
them to begin their journey

were exhibited under the theme
“Science and Technology for
Society”. The exhibits addressed
pressing issues like natural
farming, waste management, and

with modern sustainability
practices and were enriched
by the expert inputs from Dr.
Meenakshi Gupta, Professor of
Agronomy, SKUAST-Jammu.

i The first position
was bagged by Thakur
Anirudh Singh from The
Nature Lap International
HSPouni(Reasi),Banshika
Devifrom Vikas Memorial
High School Laiter, Reasi
secured second place
t and Sachi Sharma from
Spring Dale English School
Changran stood third.

Thakur  Anirudh
Singh from The Nature
Lap International HS

as innovators and leaders of
tomorrow.

In her opening remarks,
Joint Director SCERT, Prof.
Sindhu Kapoor, praised the
efforts of students and educators
emphasizing SCERT Jammu'’s
commitment tofostering scientific
passion, creativity and innovation
among the young minds for the
betterment of the society.

Under the 52nd Rajya Stariya
Bal Vaigyanik Pradarshani
(RSBVP), sponsored by NCERT,
forty seven innovative models

renewable energy solutions and
were evaluated by an expert jury
comprising faculty members of
different colleges. Twenty-one
outstanding models (three from
each sub-theme)were shortlisted
to represent Jammu Division at
the 52nd Rashtriya Bal Vaigyanik
Pradarshani 2025.

The Science Seminar saw ten
district-level winners delivering
insightful presentations on the
theme “Quantum Age Begins:
Potential and Challenges.” Their
talks blended traditional wisdom

Pouni(Reasi), securing
first position will showcase his
talent at the UT-level, with the
opportunity torepresent Jammu&
Kashmirand showcase theirtalent
at the National Science Seminar
2025 in Bangalore.

Deputy Secretary, School
Education Department, in her
concluding remarks, lauded
the efforts of the students and
SCERT Jammu for organizing such
enlightening programs. She gave
away the medals and certificates
to the studentsinrecognition of
their remarkable efforts.
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Editorial

Forecast
And Response

The familiar chill in the air and the forecast of a Western
Disturbance remind us that Jammu and Kashmiris facinganother
tough weather season. The region will experience a new round
of badweather starting Sunday, bringing widespreadrainand the
first significant snowfall of the season at higher elevations. The
real challengeis notjust the weather buthow ready the administration
is and how the public will respond.

The Indian Meteorological Department has issued a clear
advisory. From October 5 to 7, there will be light to moderaterain
and thundershowers in the plains, along with snowfall at higher
elevations. Some areasin Jammu and Kashmir might seeintense
rainfall. The potential effectsare serious. There could be landslides
and falling rocks on certain highways, and important mountain
passes like Sinthan Top and Zojila may have to close. For the
agriculture and horticulture sectors, which are currently in their
peak harvest period, the risk is even greater. Unharvested crops
and fruit-laden orchards are very susceptible to heavy rain and
strong winds, which could lead to significant financial losses for
farmers.

Inthis way, the high-level review meetings led by Chief Minister
Omar AbdullahandDivisional Commissioner Kashmir Anshul Garg
are timely and welcomed. The guidelines - issues that ranged
fromkeepingmachinery onstandby for snow clearance to confident
coordination for the safe transportation of fruit from orchards to
terminal markets, were spot on. Particularly, using High Molecular
Weight Polyethylene plasticin snow ploughs tominimize damage
to the road infrastructure was a thoroughly thought out detail to
keep in mind at the forefront of sustainable infrastructure
management while they facilitate clearing the way for movement
of traffic.

Buthistory of suchweather events reminds us that the distance
between the directive and the delivery could be great. The
administrative apparatus needs to now move to a position of
proactive execution from a state of plan. It is critical that the
advisory forfarmers to suspendharvest productiveis communicated
through every possible means of communication(p) - radio, cellular
networks, and the government officesin localized committee- to
besureitreverberatesasfarasthelast orchardinthemost remote
village. The dissemination of personnel and machinery must be
advanced and not reactive. The perception of a single stranded
vehicle onthe Jammu-Srinagar highway orinoperable movement
in clearing the Zojila pass could have a snowball effect on ruining
a primary and critical feed into the supply chain.

Forresidents, thisis atime for cautionand community. People
needtolistentothewarnings, stay off the roads unless absolutely
necessary, especiallyin elevated areas, and take whatever action
they can to protect their property. While the arrival of the first
snowfall of the season is enticing, the risk involved is very real.

As the clouds build these next few days will not only put to
the test the values learned from similar events, but also the
integrity of the extensive plan outlined by the administration.
The measure of success will be seen in the execution of the
plananditsassociated processes, as we stand back and watch
the region and its citizens navigate this weather with little
damage to human life, economic recovery, andinfrastructure.
Hopefully, this season will be one of vigilance and preparedness
instead of peril.

The Unfulfilled Promise of Women in Indian Science

B PRIYANKA SAURABH

India has made remarkable progress in
science and technology over the past few
decades. Indian scientists are recognized
globally in areas such as the space program,
biotechnology, artificial intelligence, the

when these same girls pursue research and
development, only 14 percentremain in this
field. Furthermore, the number of female
faculty in higher education institutions is
limited to approximately 15 percent. The
country’smost prestigious institutions, such
as the IITs, IISc, or CSIR, have never been
headed by a woman.

Inequality isalso evident in the world of
scientific awards and recognition. Of the
more than six hundred Shanti Swarup
Bhatnagar Prizes awarded until 2023, only
sixteen were awarded to women scientists.
This data suggests that while women enter

acareer break, re-entry becomes extremely
difficult. While the Department of Science
and Technology’s Women Scientists Scheme
exists, its reach remains limited.

This problem not only hinders women’s
individual achievements, but is also deeply
linked toIndia’s future. AsIndiaresolvesto
fulfill the dream of a developed India, ignoring
the participation of half the population in
scientific innovation and research could
proveself-defeating. The World Bank estimates
that increasing women’s participation in
science and technology could generate an
additional $700 billion in growth for the Indian

—
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digital economy, and nanotechnology.
Women'’s participation in this journey has
proven to be more than merely formal, but
ratherconcreteandeffective. Thecontributions
of Dr. Tessy Thomas, known as the Missile
Woman, or the Chandrayaan-3 mission’s
femalescientists Kalpana Kalahastiand Ritu
Karidhal are vivid examples of this. This
demonstrates that therole of Indian women
scientistsisnolongermerely symbolic; they
have become the driving force behind real
change.

Yet, theothersideofthe pictureisworrying.
While the number of girls studying science
andtechnology in India islarge, thisnumber
steadily declines astheyreachresearchand
leadership positions. This trend is known
as the “leaky pipeline.” The 2022 report of
the All India Survey on Higher Education
shows that women’s participation in science
and technology at the graduate level is
approximately 43 percent. Thisfigure would
beamatter of pridefor any country. However,

scienceand technology with equalenthusiasm
at the initial stage, as responsibilities and
pressures increase, their numbers dwindle.
Thisistheleakage that undermines national
excellence.

Thisleakagehas many layers. Motherhood
and family responsibilities impact women’s
careers themost. Long workinghours, high-
pressureprojects,and alack offlexible options
lead many talented women to drop out.
Institutional structures also remain male-
dominated. Promotion and leadership
positions in universities and research
institutes are difficult for women. Informal
networks, social biases, and gender stereotypes
further exacerbate this difficulty.

Fundingand recognition are alsoamajor
challenge. Women are often given less priority
inresearch grants, limiting the direction of
their projectsand the potential for innovation.
Social perceptions also consider science a
male-dominated field, often discouraging
girlsfrom pursuingit. Even ifa woman takes

economy by 2025. fwomen contribute equally
to the fields of artificial intelligence, clean
energy, biotechnology, and digital technology,
India’s global competitiveness will
automatically increase.

It’salsoaquestion of India’s global image.
Concrete steps towards gender equality are
consistent with India’s international
commitments and leadership aspirations.
When Indian women scientists speak on
global issues like climate change at
international forums, it becomes a symbol
of India’s credibility. Furthermore, it’s a
question of the aspirations of future
generations. If we ensure equal opportunities
for women in science today, tomorrow our
daughters will befilled with confidence and
will consider science a field of choice.

The government has taken some positive
steps. Initiatives such as the Department of
Science and Technology’s Kiran Scheme,
the Women Scientists Scheme, and the SERB
Power Fellowship have been created to

encourage young women researchers. ISRO
and DRDOhave implementedflexible working
hours, extended maternity leave, and work-
from-home options. Gender sensitivity
committees have also been formed in many
institutions. But this remains insufficient.
There is aneed to expand the reach of these
schemes and implement them effectively.

The way forward is to establish minimum
representation thresholds for women in
research institutesand universities. Ensure
special fundingfor women-led projects. Ease
re-entry after career breaks and provide
increased re-entry fellowships. Build
mentoring bridges between senior women
scientists and new researchers. Above all,
change the mindset of society. Families and
society must accept that science is not a
domain of men, but of everyone.

Women inIndian science have progressed
beyondasymbolicpresence, butmany barriers
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Inequality is also evident in

the world of scientific awards and
recognition. Of the more than six
hundred Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar
Prizes awarded until 2023, only
sixteen were awarded to women
scientists. This data suggests that
while women enter science and
technology with equal enthusiasm
at the initial stage, as
responsibilities and pressures
increase, their numbers dwindle.
This is the leakage that
undermines national excellence.
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toleadershipremain. These barriersarenot
only a personal loss but also a national one.
IfIndia is to become aknowledge power, this
leakage must be stopped. True innovation
and excellence are possible only when men
and women stand shoulder to shoulder as
equals in laboratories, universities, and
research institutes. Thisisnotjusta question
of equal opportunity, but also of India’s
scientificfutureand global competitiveness.

Author is a Research Scholar in
Political Science. He can be mailed at
priyankasaurabh9416@gmail.com

Beyond the Algorithm: Preparing Students for an Al World

Habittocultivate: “Embrace changeas growth,

Ethics in the AI World

Teach students how to convert ideas

DR. REYAZ AHMAD

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is reshaping
industries, economies, and daily life. The real
challengeforeducation today isnotjustto impart
knowledge, but to cultivate the habits, skills,
and values that AI cannot replace. Schools and
universities must prepare students for a future
whereadaptability, creativity, and ethics matter
as much as technical knowledge.

Beyond Information: Teaching Critical
Thinking

Al deliversinformation instantly, but it cannot
ensure accuracy or wisdom. Students must be
trained to question, analyse, andfilter knowledge.
Educators must train students to:

. Evaluate information critically
(distinguishing between fact, bias, and
misinformation).

. Understand how Al systems work
(algorithms, data, bias in machine learning).

. Developmediaand digitalliteracy to
responsibly consume and create content.

Habit to cultivate: “Always question the
source, context, and purpose of information.”

“Education in the Al age is not about filling
themind with data, but about shaping the mind
to use data wisely.”

Example: In the United States, Stanford
University’s Center for Al Safety trains students
todetect misinformation and bias in algorithms.

India Example: The Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT Madras) has introduced an online
B.Sc. program in Data Science and Al, which
emphasizes notonly technicallearning but also
critical evaluation of digital information.

Creativity: The Human Edge

Al cannotreplace human imagination. Project-
based learning, design thinking, and
interdisciplinary approaches must form the
backbone of education. Schools and universities

(math + arts, science + ethics, business +

technology).

Habit to cultivate: “Think beyond what
exists—create, innovate, and explore the ‘what

Example: In Singapore, design labs encourage
students to create Al-driven solutions while
blending arts and philosophy.

India Example: The National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 highlights creativity and
multidisciplinarylearning. At Ashoka University,
students combine Al projects with humanities,
encouraging them to think beyond algorithms.

Adaptability and Lifelong Learning

As industries evolve, adaptability is more
important than memorized facts. Education
should prepare students to continuously re-skill.
Institutions must:

. Teach learning how to learn as the
most valuable skill.

. Foster adaptability, resilience, and
openness to change.

. Provide opportunities for students
tore-skill and up-skill through micro-credentials,
online modules, and blended learning.

should:
. Encourage students to approach  notasthreat.”
problems from multiple perspectives. “The most valuable degree in the Al era is
. Integrateproject-basedlearningwhere  the ability to learn, unlearn, and relearn.”
‘ f students use Al tools creatively. Example: In Finland, Al literacy programs
. Promote interdisciplinary thinking  are offered to all age groups.

India Example: The AICTE (All India Council

for Technical Education) has partnered with
companies like Microsoft and Intel to introduce
Alandmachinelearningmodules inengineering
colleges, ensuring students are ready for the
industry.

Collaboration and Emotional Intelligence

Al cannot replicate empathy, leadership, or
teamwork. Studentsmust practice collaboration
and communication. Education should:

. Encourage teamwork, peer-learning,
and leadership opportunities.

. Build communication and negotiation
skills.

. Promote diversity and cross-cultural
understanding.

Habit to cultivate: “Value relationships as
much as results.”

Example: At Harvard University, Al courses
are combined with leadership seminars.

India Example: The Indian School of Business
(ISB), Hyderabad integrates Al management
studies with teamwork and case-based learning,
preparing future leaders who can balance data
with people skills.

Technology without ethics can be dangerous.
Studentsmustlearntouse Alresponsibly. Students
must be trained to:

. Recognize the moral implications of
technology.

. Uphold integrity in using AI for

’»

The National Education

Policy (NEP) 2020 highlights
creativity and multidisciplinary
learning. At Ashoka University,
students combine Al projects
with humanities, encouraging
them to think beyond
algorithms.
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academic and professional purposes.

. Understand the social responsibility
of innovation.

Habit to cultivate: “Ask not just ‘Can we do
this with AI? but also ‘Should we?”

Example: The University of Helsinki offers
the global Elements of Al course, emphasizing
ethics.

India Example: The Indian Institute of Science
(I1Sc), Bengaluru haslaunched research projects
on “ethical AI” focusingonfairness, accountability,
and privacy, making ethics a core part of the
curriculum.

Entrepreneurship and Opportunity

Alisatool of innovation. Universities should
nurture entrepreneurial mindsets. Schools and
universities should:

. Encourage entrepreneurial thinking,
risk-taking, and experimentation.

. Buildfinancialliteracyand innovation
ecosystems on campus.

into startups or impactful projects using Al

Habit to cultivate: “See challenges as
opportunities to build solutions.”

Example: In Dubai, HCT innovation hubs
link students with industry partners.

India Example:IIT Hyderabad has set up an
Al Research and Innovation Hub, where students
design startups in healthcare, agriculture, and
education using Al-powered solutions.

Balanced Human-AlI Partnership

Al should be seen as a partner, not a threat.
Students must learn how to use it effectively
while preservinghuman values, educatorsmust
prepare students to:

. Use Alasanassistant, notasubstitute.

. Learnpromptengineering, automation
tools, and Al-aided research methods.

. Balancescreen time with mindfulness,
creativity, and physical well-being.

Habit to cultivate: “Use Al to amplify your
potential, not to replace your effort.”

Example: In Japan, Al tutors assist students
while professors focus on mentorship.

India Example:CBSE (Central Board of
Secondary Education) has already introduced
Al asasubject in high schools, helping students
use Al tools for projects while balancing them
with ethical and creative applications.

The Road Ahead

The Al revolution is unstoppable. The real
question is whether students will be passive
consumersoftechnology, oractiveleadersshaping
its future.

Curiosity, creativity, adaptability, empathy,
andethics—thesearethereal lessons oftomorrow.
Ifschoolsand universities succeed in cultivating
them, students will not only survive the Al era,
but they will alsolead it with vision and
responsibility.

As the saying goes:

“Education in the Al age is not about filling
the mind with data, but about shaping the mind
to use data wisely.”

Author Can be Mailed At
reyazs6@gmail.com
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Divisional Commissioner Kashmir Reviews
Measures to Decongest Srinagar Roads

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a bid to streamline
traffic muobility in the city, Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir, Anshul Garg,
chaired a high-level meeting with
stakeholder departments to review
ongoing and proposed measures aimed
at decongesting major & interior roads
in Srinagar city.

The meeting was attended by Vice
Chairpersons of LCMA, VCSDA, SSPTraffic
Srinagar, ADC Srinagar, Chief Engineer
R&B, Joint Commissioner SMC, and
representatives from the Wildlife,
Transport, and SRTC departments.

The meeting held threadbare
discussions on development of Multi-
Level Parking at different locations,
WideningofBoulevardRoad, development
of Smart City charging Infrastructure,
operationalization of [TMS camers and
trafficsignals, regulation of E-Rickshaws
and framing of Policy for influx of used
vehicle.

On the occasion, he laid emphasis
on expediting the creation of multi-
parking facilities, particularly in high-
density areas such as Nishat, Shalimar
Bagh, Jamia Masjid, Sanat Nagar, Bemina,
and Batamaloo.

The meeting also discussed the

impactof the widening Boulevard Road
to ease traffic pressure and enhance
tourist and local movement besides
allowing one-way traffic from Dalgate
to Nehru Park.

Also, the meeting discussed the

" Com directed all departments to

introducing one-way traffic movement
onselected interior roads. It was decided
to start the initiative on the pilot basis
to assess its effectiveness before wider
implementation.

Development of charging

i also discussed.

| private landowners along Boulevard
| Roadtopartner with the administration

infrastructure for Smart City electric
buses to avoid bunching of e-buses was

Meanwhile, Div Com directed the
Srinagar Smart City Limited (SSCL) to
adhere to the committed timelines for
the operation of traffic lights and [TMS
cameras at 66 key junctions.

Further, DivComurged toencourage

by lending land for parking purposes
on tripartite basis.

He also called for regulation of
e-rickshaws and demarcation of ‘No-Go
Zones' to reduce congestion on main
roads. The meeting deliberated on the
need forapolicy toregulate theincreasing
number of used vehicles being brought
into Kashmir Valley.

To ensure effective execution, Div

categorize proposed measuresintoshort-
term, mid-term, and long-termactions.
He stressed on inter-departmental
coordination and strict adherence to
timelines to deliver impactful results.

Garg also emphasized for removal
of bottlenecks across key corridors and
urgedall departments towork collectively
toimprove the urbantransportecosystem
in Srinagar.

ADC Budgam Reviews Winter
Preparedness In District

FE NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: In view of inclement
weather conditions forecasted by the

levels. These control rooms will function
asthenodal points for public grievances
and will monitor the daily progress
of winter management efforts on the

commodities, with a special focus on
ensuring the seamless supply to people
living in the higher and remote reaches
of the district.

IMD, the Additional Deputy
Commissioner (ADC) Budgam, today
chaired a meeting to review the
preparedness of all concerned
departments.

The ADC directed officers to put
in place a robust and comprehensive
mechanism to mitigate public
inconvenience.

He directed Executive Engineers,
including the mechanical engineering
wing, to formulate a detailed plan for
snow clearance and restoration of road
connectivity. He stressed to prioritze
roads based on their strategic
importance and trafficvolumetoensure
essential services and movement are
not disrupted.

All Sub-Divisional Magistrates
havebeeninstructed toestablish Control
Roomsattheirrespective Sub-Divisional

ground.

The Executive Officers of all
Municipal Committees have been
tasked with creatingadedicated plan
tolookafterthe sanitation,and sensitize
the people not park their vehicles along
theroadside oreveninthelanes which
hinder the snow clearance efforts.

The PDD department has been
directed tocarry outadvanced pruning
of trees along power lines to prevent
their uprooting from heavy snow, which
isamajor cause of power outages and
damage to infrastructure.

The department was directed to
keep adequate stock of transformers
available at the district headquarters
tomitigate the need during the winters.

The Assistant Director FCS&CA
hasbeendirected to create and maintain
an advance buffer stock of essential

CMOBudgam has beeninstructed
to ensure the round-the-clock
availability of paramedical staff and
anadequate supply of medicines and
medicalequipmentatall health centers
to handle any winter-related
emergencies.

Emphasizing the need for a
seamlessinter-departmental response,
the ADC stated, “There shall be close
coordination betweenall departments
to achieve the best outcomes for the
public conveniences. Our objective is
to pre-empt challenges and ensure
thatthe people of Budgam face minimal
hardship this winter.”

The meeting was attended by ACR
Budgam, CPOBudgam, all SDMs,CMO,
all Executive Engineers, Officers of
Municipal Committees, AD FCS&CA
and other concerned.

‘Manipulation Of ITC Claims,
GST Invasion Requires Strict Vigil’

ADDC Shopian reviews progress under
Mission Yuva, Dharti Aabha & Adi Karmayogi

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Therecent Goods and Services Tax
(GST)reformsaimed ateasingcompliance and lowering
costs on essential commodities have been widely
welcomed across industries and consumer groups.
However, concerns are mounting over tax evasion
practices inkey sectorssuch as cement and automobiles,
potentially undermining the benefits of the reforms.

The reforms announced last month include rate
cutson essential goods and the simplification of return
filing procedures.

While the overall response to the reforms has been
positive, industry insiders and tax experts here have
raised concerns over the alleged misuse of the Input
Tax Credit (ITC) mechanism by certain players in
different industries.

According to sources, some manufacturers may
beunderreporting their production volumes toevade
taxes.

As per sources, “Certain factories don’t show the
amount of production that is actually being produced
but show less than the actual in order to evade GST.

invoicing, leadingto significant revenuelosses for the
government,” sources informed.

Such practices involve manipulating ITC claims,
they said.

The automobile industry has also faced scrutiny

inthepast over classification disputes and ITC misuse,
though no recent cases have been officially reported
under the latest reform regime.

The sources said that there is aneed to keep strict
vigilance in thisregard and enquireany such practices

FE NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Additional District Development
Commissioner (ADDC) Shopian, Dr. Nasir
Ahmed Lonereviewed the progress of Mission
Yuva, Dharti Aabha and Adi Karmayogi here
at Mini-Secretariat today.

The meeting was convened to take stock
of the ongoing activities and progress achieved
under the said programs and to formulate
future strategies for their effective
implementation in the district.

At the outset, ADDC highlighted the
objectives of Mission Yuva, Dharti Aabha
and Adi Karmayogi, stressing that these
initiatives are aimed at empowering youth,
creating livelihood, opportunities,
strengthening self-employment avenues,
promoting sustainable agriculture, ensuring
skill development and building capacity of
various sections of society. He emphasized
that coordinated action plans are crucial

for maximizing the impact of these
programmes on the ground.

officers to put in extra efforts for ensuring
visible results.
. ADDC directed for focussing on

counselling, awareness and
motivation programmes for youth
4 tochannelize theirenergies towards
constructiveand skill-based activities.

The Health Department was asked
tostrengthen health awareness and
wellnessinitiatives, while Agriculture
and allied sectors were instructed
to frame innovative models for
sustainable livelihood.

Banking institutions were directed
toensure hassle-free credit linkages

The ADDC reviewed department-wise
achievements and sought inputs from the
concerned officers regarding the present
status of works and interventions being
carried out. He laid stress on enhancing
convergenceamongdepartmentsanddirected

foryouthentrepreneurs and self-help
groups, while Employment officers were
asked to organize regular orientation and
entrepreneurship development programmes.
The NRLM and DIC were also advised to
work in close coordination with field
functionaries to facilitate community

mobilizationand enterprise development.

ADDCemphasized that Mission Yuva and
related initiatives are not mere schemes
but platforms to transform the potential of
youthinto concrete development outcomes.
He impressed upon all officers to monitor
field activities regularly, identify bottlenecks
and ensure saturation of benefits under
various schemes.

The meeting concluded with the
commitment thatall line departments shall
work in synergy to make Shopian a model
district in terms of youth empowerment,
livelihood generation and inclusive growth.

The meeting was attended by District
Programme Officer, ICDS, Zaheer Ahmed;
SDM, Zainapora, Bilal Ahmed; Chief Medical
Officer, Shopian along with BMO Keller,
Chief Agriculture Officer, Lead District Bank
Manager, Assistant Director Employment,
District Aadhaar Manager and other
concerned.
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Machail Mata
Yatra Suspended For
3 Days Due To
Inclement Weather
In Kishtwar
FE NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Authorities in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Kishtwar district suspended Machail Mata pilgrimage
forthree days from October 5 following aninclement
weather advisoryissued by the India Meteorological
Department (IMD), an official said on Saturday.

Earlier, the ShriMata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board
had also announced suspension of the pilgrimage
during the same period as a precautionary measure.

Sixty-five persons, mostly pilgrims, were killed
and more than 100 injured, and 32 others remain
untraced following a cloudburst in Chisoti, the
gateway village to the Machail Mata shrine on August
14. In another incident, 34 pilgrims lost their lives
and 20 others were injured in a landslide along the
Vaishno Devi track on August 26.

In view of the inclement weather advisory
issued by the IMD, the movement of pilgrims towards
the Machail Mata shrine shall remain suspended
from October 5 to 7 as a precautionary measure,
Kishtwar District Magistrate Pankaj Kumar Sharma
said in an order.

He said the decision has been taken in view of
theforecast of adverse weather conditions, including
heavy rainfalland potential landslides in the region.

“No pilgrim shall be permitted to proceed
towards the shrine during the said (suspension)
period,” Sharmasaid, requesting cooperation from
all stakeholders and the pilgrims.

Meanwhile, authorities have issued advisories
urging people to remain vigilant and avoid flood-
and landslide-prone areas in the Doda district,
following the IMD’s weather alert predicting rains
and snowfall from October 4 to 7.

Doda Deputy Commissioner Harvinder Singh
said that the residents should stay away from rivers
and other water bodies and urged nomadic families
not to camp near riverbanks. He further advised
that pregnant women and critical patients be shifted
to safer locations in advance.

“We have made all the arrangements. Teams
of snow clearance and road clearance have been
putinplace. Route safetyis our priority,” Singh told
reporters in Doda,Jammu Tourism Guide

DLSA Budgam Conducts
Legal Awareness Program for Jail
Inmates at Central Jail Srinagar

FE NEWS NETWORK

LADCs deputed to educate
inmates on their legal rights,
entitlements, and access
to justice

BUDGAM: The District Legal Services Authority
(DLSA), Budgam, organized the chain of events
under the leaderships of ChiefJustice of the High
Court of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh and Patron-
in-Chief, J&K Legal Services Authority, Justice Arun
Palli,and Executive Chairman, J&K Legal Services
Authority, Justice Sanjeev Kumar.

The programmes were conducted under the
directions of Member Secretary, J&K Legal Services
Authority, Shazia Tabassum and under the
supervision of Chairman, District Legal Services |
Authority Budgam, O.P. Bhagat, and under the

and provisions related to premature release, parole,
and furlough of prisoners under the Prisoners Rules,
2022.

Assistant LADC Budgam, spoke on the procedures
concerning premature release, parole, and the rights
of under-trial prisoners. He also interacted with prison
authorities and inmates, stressing the importance of

guidance of Secretary, DLSA Budgam, Nusrat Ali
Hakak.

The objective of the events/programmes was to
educate jail inmates about their legal rights and
entitlements at various stages of the criminal justice
process specifically during Pre-Arrest, Arrest, and
Remand and to verify the status of sentence completion
remission, Parole & release orders, record any instance
of over incarceration etc.

DLSABudgam had deputed its LADC's viz Lateef
Ahmad Khan (Chief LADC), Nazir Ahmad Wagay
(Deputy LADC), and Yawar Ali (Assistant LADC) to
the central jail Srinagar who held discussions with
the jailinmates and also covered essential legal aspects
such as bail, parole, and furlough, with the aim of
empowering prisoners to understand and assert their
rightseffectively. LADCs checked with the Jail authorities
the status of the sentence completion etc. identified
the UTP's for UTCand deliberated upon the assignments.

On the occasion, Chief LADC Budgam, elaborated
on Access to Justice at the Pre-Arrest, Arrest, and
Remand Stages,emphasizing the importance of seeking
timely legal aid and assistance. He also discussed the
concepts of parole and furlough, explaining their
procedures and benefits for eligible inmates.

Deputy LADC Budgam, highlighted the legal
rights of individuals during the pre-arrest, arrest,
and remand stages. He focused on key aspects such
as bail, detention, the right to legal representation,

adheringto the latest Standard Operating Procedures
(SOPs)and ensuring that the legal and human rights
of prisoners are duly protected.

They also discussed the NALSA (Access to Legal
Aid Services to Prisoners and the Functioning of
Prison Legal Aid Clinics) Scheme, 2022, highlighting
theroleof]ail Visiting Lawyers and Para Legal Volunteers
(PLVs) in ensuring effective implementation. It was
emphasized that the Prison Legal Aid Clinics (PLACS)
mustensure thatevery prisoner receives legal assistance
to file and pursue appeals before the Courts within
the prescribed time, thereby preventing the denial
of the right to challenge convictions and sentences
due to lack of legal representation.

The PLACs were also urged to ensure that no
prisoner remains in custody beyond the sentence
imposed by law.

The awareness programme marked a significant
step towards empoweringjailinmates with knowledge
of their legal rights and facilitating their access to
justice.

The DLSA, Budgam, reiterated its commitment
toproviding legal aid and assistance to the marginalized
and vulnerable sections of society, including prisoners.
The authorities expressed confidence that such
awareness initiatives will play avital role in promoting
the cause of justice and ensuring that the rights of
under-trial prisoners are protected and upheld.
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Western Disturbance

SAMPARK and BEACON, tokeep adequate
machinery on standby for snow and debris
clearance at vulnerable spots to maintain
uninterrupted road connectivity.

Notably, the Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir Anshul Garg, alsoconvened an urgent
meeting on Thursday with officials from key
departments to review preparedness and
mitigation plan.

Duringthemeeting, Divisional Commissioner
instructed concerned departments to ensure
immediate deployment of personnel and
machinery at critical locations to facilitate
swift snow clearance.

He stressed the importance of completing
the tendering process for the winter snow
clearance plan by October 31, and directed
the deployment of trained and experienced
machinery operatorstoavoid damage toroad
infrastructure. Heurged use of High Molecular
Weight Polyethylene plastic in snow ploughs
to enhance efficiency and minimize road

wear—(KNO)
Better

who often face steep travel costs, he said.

Singh said that earlier attempts to develop
an airstrip in Kishtwar faced hurdles, and
fresh feasibility and land assessment studies
arenow beinginitiated tofind afeasible solution.

Referring to Kishtwar as an “aspirational
agricultural district”, he highlighted that an
airportthere would boost theregion’seconomy,
especially theagricultural economy, by helping
local saffron cultivators and farmers reach
wider markets.

The minister said that he would personally
take upthematter ofland requisition, wherever
required, with the chief minister and chief
secretary.

He also reviewed the ongoing expansion of
Jammu airport, which is being upgraded at
a cost of around Rs 860 crore, according to a

statement.(PTI)
BJP

which separate elections will be held, it will
field only one candidate for the remaining two
seats, which will be contested in a single election.

TheBJPisexpected tofield thefirsttwo candidates
for a ‘symbolic’ fight against the ruling NC-led
alliance, which is likely to win both these seats
comfortably. However, the party is expected to
fieldastrongcandidateforone ofthetworemaining
seats, where it has strong chances of winning.

The BJP’s decision to field candidates on all
seats will ensure an election for the first two
seats, which usually went uncontested in the
past,astherulingparty would win themunopposed.

Addressinga pressconference in Jammuearlier
in the day, Sethi said the focus of the meeting
wasonthekind ofindividualsneeded torepresent
the party in the Rajya Sabha.

“Itwasnotabout specific individuals, but rather
the qualities of individuals who can effectively
represent the party in the Rajya Sabha,” he said.

Headded that the views of the core group would
be conveyed to the party high command—(KNO)

IGP Reviews

related to the use of Artificial Intelligence
and Machine Learning in law enforcement,”
he said.

Officers were also encouraged to devise
national-level strategies for law enforcement
and to innovate to bring measurable
improvements in policefunctioning, the officer
said.

TheIGP emphasised aligningall initiatives
with the national vision of transforming India
into a developed nation by 2047.

He underscored the importance of timely
compliance with pending directives and
ensuringthatnational-level policingguidelines
are implemented in letter and spirit.

Chhattisgarh is set to host for the first time
the All-India DGP-IGP Conference nextmonth,
where issues related to internal security,
ongoing operations against Naxals, and
cybersecurity will be discussed.

The 60th edition of the three-day conference,
beginning November 28, will be inaugurated
by Union Home Minister Amit Shah, while
the valedictory session islikely to be attended
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

About 250 officers in the ranks of DGP and
IGP are expected to physically attend the
meeting, while more than 200 others will
participate virtually.

A separate preparatory meeting was held
today, under the chairmanship of Inspector
General of Police, Jammu Zone, Bhim Sen
Tuti, IPS, to review arrangements for the
forthcoming National Police Commemoration
Day, to be observed on October 21.

TheIGP Jammuunderscored the importance
oftheday, notingthat Police Commemoration
Day is not only a solemn occasion to honour
the supreme sacrifices of police martyrs but
also an opportunity to reinforce the bond
between the police and the public.

He called upon all officers to ensure that the
eventsare conducted inadignified and seamless
manner befitting the occasion. (PTI)

PM Unveils

of Bharat RatnaKarpoori Thakur, the Prime
Minister said that he devoted his entire life
to social service.

Modi said that the skill university, which
is being established in his name, will serve
as a powerful means to carry forward that
vision.

The Prime Minister also said that the GST

Bachat Utsav’ is currently underway in the
country and it is a time for double bonus for
the youth of Bihar. The Prime Minister also
congratulated the youth of Bihar and the
country for the reduction in GST.

On this occasion, Modi also inaugurated
one thousand 200 Vocational Skill Labs
established in 400 Navodaya Vidyalayas and
200 Eklavya Model Residential Schools across
34 States and Union Territories.

The Prime Minister also launched Bihar’s
revamped Mukhyamantri Nishchay Svyam
SahayataBhatta Yojana, under which nearly
fivelakh graduate youth every year will receive
amonthly allowance of one thousand rupees
for two years, along with free skill training.

PrimeMinister Narendra Modialsofelicitated
46 AllIndia Toppers from Industrial Training
Institutes under the Ministry of Skill
Development and Entrepreneurship at the
event.

Union Minister of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship Jayant Singh alsoreiterated
Mr Modi’s vision of making the country a
global skill centre. Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar joined the event virtually.(PIB)

J&K Govt

news agency—Kashmir News Observer
(KNO).

Asper circular,alladministrative departments
have been directed to submit their
recommendationstothe Finance Department
no later than October 30, after due scrutiny
of the estimates.

“Alladministrative secretaries arerequested
to send budget proposals in respect of each
HODtothe Finance Department by thenotified
date,” the circular states.

The calendar for discussion of departmental
budget proposals shall be notified separately.

As per the circular, budget preparation at
the Drawing and Disbursing Officer (DDO)
and Head of Department (HOD) levels shall
be completed by October 20 and October 25,
respectively.

Accordingto guidelinesissued by the Finance
Department, the Revised Estimates for 2025-
26 and Budget Estimates for 2026-27 shall be
prepared against sanctioned posts for filled
positionsonly, without any provisionfor vacant
or deputation posts.

“A separate statement showing provision
for vacant posts for 12 months in Budget
Estimates2026-27and for sixmonths in Revised
Estimates 2025-26 shall be appended with the
budget proposals,” the guidelines state.

The Finance Department has also directed
that no creation of posts shall be anticipated
orbudgeted for in either the Revised Estimates
2025-26 or the Budget Estimates 2026-27 for
the ensuing financial year.

Accordingtothedepartment, both theRevised
Estimates for 2025-26 and Budget Estimates
for 2026-27 related to works shall be projected
by each HOD, DDO, and Budget Controlling
Officer in consultation with the respective
MLAs.

“Revised Estimates 2025-26 under CDF, DDC/
BDC, and PRI/ULB grants shall be projected
within the available grants, in consultation
with Hon’ble MLAs, DDCs, BDCs, and PRI
members,” the guidelines emphasise—(KNO)

Class 10

JK BOSE has granted concession of 15%
syllabus, making attempt of 85% marks
equivalent to 100%.

The J&K BOSE has urged studentstoprepare
seriously for the examinations whilerenewing
its commitment to conduct the exams in
observance ofhigh standards of transparency.

The BOSE has exhorted invigilatory staffto
be completely professional while discharging
their duties in order to safeguard the purity
and integrity of exams and requested school
education department to extend cordial
support in smooth and fair conduct of the
examination. (DIPR)

Focus

is actively discussing Ladakh with several
rounds of talks ongoing.

He said that the BJP created the Union
Territory of Ladakh, carvingfivedistricts out
oftwo, and granted UT status to those seeking
separation.Chugadded that under PMModi’s
leadership, Ladakh, like Jammu & Kashmir,
is witnessing a new chapter of progress and
development—(KNO)

J&K Govt

permittedfor sale, whileraw or semi-processed
meat brought without temperature control
willface immediate disposal,” he said—(KNO)

BGSBU academia hails
remarkable progress made
by University

Flays elements spreading false
narrative against the Varsity

RAJOURI: Baba Ghulam Shah Badshah
University (BGSBU) Rajouri has strongly
condemned the deliberate attempts being made
to tarnish the University’s image, particularly
atatime when theadmission processisunderway.

The University fraternity firmly asserts that
suchbaselessandmisleadingnarrativeisintended
to undermine the remarkable progress BGSBU
hasachieved inrecent months across academic
and administrative fronts.

Since Abhishek Sharma, Deputy Commissioner
Rajouri, assumed additional charge as Registrar

around eight months ago, BGSBUhas undergone
a phase of transformative growth and renewal.
Aligned with the vision of the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020, the University has rolled out
27 new Undergraduate and Postgraduate
programmes, established six new academic
departments, and launched four-year UG
programmes with multiple entry-exit options
to foster flexibility, innovation, and global
competitiveness. The introduction of cutting-edge
courses in Data Science, Artificial Intelligence
and MachineLearning,along with comprehensive
programmes in Tourism and Management at
the Diploma, UG, PG, and Ph.D. levels, reflects
BGSBU’scommitment tofuture-ready education.

This academic expansion has been mirrored
by aremarkable surge in admissions, with over
1,000 students enrollingacross various Diploma,
UG, and PG programmes this year—a testament
tothe growing confidence of students and parents
inthe University’s vibrant academic ecosystem
and progressive governance model.

For the very first time, BGSBU has integrated
field-based experiential learning into itsacademic
structure, particularly for students of professional
programmes. In a recent collaboration with the
Border Roads Organisation (BRO), students were
given the opportunity to visit and study key
tunnel projects—an initiative designed to bridge
classroom learning with real-world exposure
and industry relevance.

Promoting linguistic diversity and regional
identity, the University has established a Centre
for Research in Gojri, Pahari and Kashmiri
Languagesandlaunched MA and BA programmes
in these disciplines, reaffirming its dedication
tosafeguardingthe cultural andlinguistic heritage
of the region.

BGSBU continues to advance its digital
transformation and transparency agenda through
thefull-scale adoption of Samarth ERP, enabling
end-to-end digitalization of admissions,
examinations and student services and ensuring
seamless, efficient and accountable governance.

In terms of infrastructure, the University has
secured 20 crore under RUSA to strengthen its
academic and physical infrastructure, and 2
crore under CAPEX for the development of state-
of-the-art smart classrooms. Over the past year,
developmental grants have been optimally utilized,
ushering in a new era of growth after years of
dormancy. Renovation of three hostelshasbeen
completed, with work on others in progress. A
new academic block has been constructed to
accommodate the growing student population,
while renovation of faculty quarters, academic
blocks and conference halls is also underway
through concerned government agencies.

For the first time, smart classrooms are being
established across multiple departments, equipped
with modern teaching aids, interactive panels,
anddigitallearningtools. This initiativerepresents
a major leap towards transforming traditional
teachingspaces intodynamic, technology-enabled
learning environments that enhance student
engagement, participation, andacademicdelivery.

Driving innovation and skill development,
BGSBU has established a Startup Cell, an
Entrepreneurship Development Cell,a Tinkering
Lab, and an Institutional Innovation Council to
nurture creative thinking, support student-led
venturesand build arobust innovation ecosystem
on campus.

Very recently, the University also hosted its
first-ever Startup Hackathon, markingamilestone
in its journey towards fostering creativity,
innovation and problem-solvingamongstudents.

In pursuit of sustainability, the University is
on course to become a carbon-neutral campus
throughal MW solarizationprojectin collaboration
withthe J&K Scienceand Technology Department
and JKEDA—reflectingitslong-term commitment
to clean energy and sustainable practices.

To promote women’s empowerment and
education, BGSBU offers special incentives,
including a 50% fee concession for the only girl
child and thetop twomeritoriousfemale students,
along with civil services coaching for 30 girls
under the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Scheme.

For thefirst time, RFID-enabled identity cards
have been introduced for students, faculty, and
staff, enhancing campus security, operational
efficiency and digital integration.

BGSBU has placed strong emphasis on student
well-beingand holistic growth. For thefirst time,
acomprehensive University Induction Programme
was conducted, with a special focus on mental
health, drug abuse awareness and adjustment
touniversitylife—demonstratingthe University’s
proactiveapproach tosupportingstudents beyond
academics.

Baba Ghulam Shah Badshah University reaffirms
its unwavering commitment to excellence,
innovation, inclusivity and transparency. The
University urges all stakeholders to disregard
false and malicious propaganda and to continue
their faith in BGSBU’s mission of shaping
responsible, skilled and socially conscious citizens
prepared to lead in a rapidly evolving world.
(DIPR)

Farooq Abdullah
hospitalised in Srinagar

SRINAGAR: National Conference president
Farooq Abdullah (87) has been hospitalised as
he was not keeping well for the past few days,
party leaders said on Saturday.

Theformer Jammu and Kashmir chiefminister
developed infection in the abdomen on Tuesday
and was takentoaprivate hospital for treatment,
the leaders said.

“He (Abdullah) was not keeping well for the
past few days but his condition is getting better
now. He is likely to be discharged later today or
tomorrow,” a party leader said. (PTI)

Trikolbal Cricket Club Clinches
Baramulla Police Cricket Tournament

Title at SNW Chan

AKHTAR ALI

PATTAN: The final match of the
BaramullaPolice Cricket Tournament
washeldtoday at SNW Chanderhama
Pattan, where Trikolbal Cricket Club
(TCC) lifted the coveted title after a
thrilling encounter with HCC
Hanjiwera.

Winningthe toss, TCC opted tofield
first. HCC Hanjiwera set a target of
139 runs in 18.1 overs. In reply, TCC
Trikolbal chased down the target in
just 16.4 overs, finishing at 147/7 to
seal a memorable victory.

The grand finale was graced by DIG
North Kashmir as the Chief Guest,
along with SSP Baramulla, SDPO
Pattan, DySP Pattan, and SHO Pattan,
who encouraged the players and
congratulated both teams for their
spirited performances.

Individual awards were also
presented on the occasion. Nayeem
Ahmadof HCCHanjiwera wasdeclared
Man of the Series for his consistent
performance throughout the
tournament, while Mustafa Ahmad

of TCC Trikolbal was adjudged Man
of the Match for his brilliant
contribution in the final.

A total of eight teams participated
in the tournament, which witnessed
enthusiastic competition and

showcased remarkablelocal cricketing
talent. The Baramulla Police Cricket
Tournament concluded onahighnote,
promotingsportsmanship, discipline,
and youth engagement through the
spirit of cricket. (ADVT)

Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
Public Works(R&B)DIVISION

AWANTIPORA

Email: rb-awantipora@jk.gov.in

NO: T-1/EEA/4978-82

Dated:03/10/2025

Subject:-

Extension Notice

1.Restoration of Lethpora CTC Road

2.Macadimization of Road at Alamdar Colony Shar shali Pampore.

3.Restoration of Main Adda to Market Pampore

4.Repair and Renovation of AEE Residential Quarter
5.Renovation of District Tuberculosis office Unit at Tral Pulwama.

Reference:- This office e-NIT NO.45/EEA/RNB of 2025-26/3866-76Dated 30-08-2025
This office e-NIT NO.57/EEA/RNB of 2025-26/4237-47 Dated15 -09-2025
This office e-NIT NO.58/EEA/RnB of 2025-26/4248-58 Dated15 -09-2025

The critical dates for the above noted NIT are hereby extended as under:

1 | Bid Submission End Date

09-10-2025upto4.00P.M

Bids(Online)

,» | Date & time of opening of Technical

10-10-2025upto12.00 P.M

All other terms & Conditions shall remain same as per above mentioned NIT.

DIPK-6833/25 bt: 04-10-2025

Sd/-Ex.Engineer

Government of Jammu and Kashmir
Agriculture Production & Farmers Welfare
Department of Agriculture Kashmir,
Lal Mandi, Srinagar, J&K

NOTIFICATION

The Department of Agriculture in the Kashmir Division of Jammu and
Kashmir has established 24/7 Control Rooms in all 10 districts OF
KASHMIR DIVISION in response to the India Meteorological Department's
(IMD) Weather Advisory for heavy rainfall, snowfall, and potential hazards
like landslides and flash floods from October 4-7, 2025. These Control
Rooms are tasked with monitoring weather conditions, coordinating with
farmers, and facilitating rapid response to protect agricultural assets,
including crops and orchards.

For assistance or to report issues, farmers and stakeholders are advised to
contact the following officers of the Agriculture Department, Kashmir:-

Name Designation Mobile No. | Email Address

Aman Jyoti éi;fnzgﬁcﬁzgﬁ%?r 7889587594 | agriidack-kmr@ik.qov.in
Mohd Rafiq CAO Shopian 9797357385 | CAOSHOPIAN123@GMAIL.COM
Sabeena Kouser CAO Baramulla 9419033633 | chiefagri-bla@jk.gov.in

Asifa Nabi CAO Ganderbeal 7006690696 | CAOGBL123@GMAIL.COM
Javed Samoon CAO Bandipora 7006630750 | CAOBPRAGRI111@GMAIL.COM
Idrees Bashir CAO Srinagar 9796702171 | CAOSGR111@GMAIL.COM
Naseer Ahmad Khan | CAO Budgam 9797791871 | CAOBUDGAM@GMAIL.COM
Farooq Ahmad Reshi | CAO Kulgam 9419017877 | CAO1KULGAM@GMAIL.COM
Waheed U Rehman | CAO Pulwama 9419091753 | AGRIPUL@GMAIL.COM

Mohd Igbal Khan CAO Kupwara 9622839097 | CAOKUPWARA@GMAIL.COM
Shahnawaz Shah CAO Anantnag 7889369803 | AGRIANG@REDIFFMAIL.COM

DIPK-6801/25 bpt: 04-10-2025
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Rahul Gandhi Has Turned Into ‘Leader

Opposing Bh

SHIMLA: Former Union ministerand
MP Anurag Thakur on Saturday attacked
Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhiover
his recent remarks on India and the
RSS, and said that opposing India
everywhere has now become a part of
Gandhi’s nature and he has now turned
into “leader opposing Bharat”.

Thakur said this while addressingthe
people during his visit to Himachal
Pradesh’s Mandi. He said that even
during Operation Sindoorand air strikes
onPakistan, Gandhi continued to “praise
Pakistan” while being in India.

“What is the compulsion that makes
Rahul Gandhi oppose India at every
step?” heasked. Hefurther claimed that
because of such behaviour and his
“affection” towards Pakistan, Gandhi
has already lost 90 elections, and now
Congress’ defeat in Bihar isalso certain.

He also spoke on the issue of the state
government terming the release of an
additional devolution instalment of Rs
843 crorefrom the Centreasinsufficient,
andsaid, “While the central government
isprovidingthousands of croresof rupees
toHimachal Pradesh, Congressleaders
in Himachal are trying to mislead the
people instead of thanking the central

€6
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arat’: Anurag Thakur

government.

“Congress’ own election
guarantees have failed
miserablyandhaveremained
onlyonpaper,”said Thakur.

Healsolashed outat Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhuandsaidthatthestate
government has failed to
spend fundsreceived by the
central government ontime
and is unable to submit
utilisation certificates.
Thakur also asked the CM
howmany familieshad been
| given the Rs seven lakh
compensation for building
permanent houses after the
2023 disaster and how many
affected families had truly
been helped. (PTI)

’»

Thakur said this while addressing the people during his visit to
Himachal Pradesh’s Mandi. He said that even during Operation
Sindoor and air strikes on Pakistan, Gandhi continued to

“praise Pakistan” while being in India.

Bihar Emerging as
Global Hub for Makhana
Production: Shivraj
Singh Chouhan

PATNA: Union Minister for Agriculture, Farmers’ Welfare,
and Rural Development Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan on Saturday
attended the Makhana Mahotsav 2025 at Gyan Bhavan, Gandhi
Maidan, Patna, during his one-day visit to Bihar.

Anofficial spokesperson said the event highlighted the growing
importance of makhana (fox nut) as a major agricultural and
economic asset for the state and the country.

During the programme, Shri Chouhan released a special
reporttitled “Makhana: From Culture to Prosperity” (Makhana:
Sanskriti se Samridhhi), showcasing the crop’s journey from
traditional cultivation to modern commercialization.

Addressing the gathering, Chouhan lauded Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s recent initiatives benefiting Bihar, noting
that “Bihar is witnessing showers of prosperity and development

‘ —theSunofadeveloped India
% .‘ | _II:
]
Highlighting the Centre’s

isshiningbrightly onthestate’s

destiny.” He also referred to

the Prime Minister’s 64,000-

crore package for the youth,
farmer-friendly measures, the Union Minister mentioned the
recent hike in Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for key crops.
Heassured that the Central Government will procureall produce
oflentils (masoor), urad, and arhar grown by Bihar’s farmers
at the MSP.

Calling makhana an “extraordinary blessing” for the poor,
Chouhan said Bihar has now emerged not only as India’s but
also as the world’s leading centre for makhana production. He
noted that the cultivation area, which once spanned around
3,000 hectares, has now expanded to between 35,000 and 40,000
hectares, underscoring the rapid growth of the sector.

Announcing major initiatives to strengthen the makhana
value chain, the Minister said the Central Government has
established a dedicated Makhana Board to promote research,
development, marketing, branding, and overall promotion of
makhana.

He further revealed that approximately 475 crore has been
sanctionedfor the procurement of modern machinery, development
ofnew varieties, and creation of processingfacilities toenhance
production and value addition.

Appealing to Bihar’s youth to explore entrepreneurship
opportunities in the sector, Shri Chouhan encouraged them to
launch startups focused on makhana processing and export.
“Our goal istotake makhana from India to dining tables across
the world, ensuring a steady rise in farmers’ incomes,” he said.

The Makhana Mahotsav 2025 celebrated Bihar’s growing
status as the global hub of makhana production, symbolizing
the state’s march towards agricultural prosperity and rural
transformation under the Centre’s development agenda. (PIB)

particularly aimed at
empowering Bihar’'semerging
generation.

MUMBALI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will inaugurate the first phase of the Navi
Mumbai International Airport, built at a
cost of Rs 19,647 crore, on October 8, a senior
Maharashtra government official said on
Saturday.

Theofficial also said the commercial flight
operations from the greenfield
facility will commence in December.

The airport, the second in the
MumbaiMetropolitan Region after
the existing Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport in
Mumbai, secured its aerodrome
licence from the aviation safety
regulator DGCA on September 30.

Theproject is being developed in
multiple phases by Navi Mumbai
International Airport, in which
Adani Grouphasa 74 per cent stake,
and the remaining 26 per cent with
the Maharashtragovernment’sland
development authority CIDCO.

“Second airport of Maha Mumbai
~NaviMumbailnternational Airport
~isgoingtobe inaugurated by Prime
Minister NarendraModion October
8,” CIDCO Vice Chairman and
Managing Director Vijay Singhal
told PTI after a media briefing.

Singhal said the Prime Minister will land
at the Navi Mumbai International Airport
at around 2.40 pm and will remain at the
facility for almost two hours.

“The Prime Minister will first visit the
terminal building, and then take a round of
the terminal building, and then he will be
addressing the audience,” Singhal added.

The global body IATA has assigned the
‘NMI codetothe Navi Mumbai International
Airport.

Domestic carriers Air India Group, IndiGo
and Akasa have already announced shifting
a part of their flight operations to the new
facility.

Spread across an area of 1,160 hectares,
Navi Mumbai International Airport, upon
completion of all phases, will have four
terminals with a capacity of 90 million
passengers per annum and a cargo capacity
of 3.25 million metric tonne, making it one
of the largest aviation hubs in Asia.

PM to inaugurate Navi Mumbai
International Airport on Oct 8

“Tobegin with, wehave completed terminal
one, havinga capacity of20million passengers
perannum, 0.8 million metric tonne of cargo
capacity and one runway,” Singhal stated.

TheexistingMumbai International Airport
hasacapacity ofaround 55 million passengers
per annum, and the new facility will handle

90million passengers per annum, he added.

“So, once this airport is fully completed,
then these two airports together will cater
to the almost 150 million passengers per
annum, makingthetwoairportsabigaviation
hub globally,” Singhal said.

“Almost Rs 19,647 crore have been spent
onphaseone, and onceall the four terminals
arecompleted, we would have an approximate
expenditure of 1-lakh crore,” Singhal said.

Navi Mumbai International Airport will
be the first aerodrome in the country to be
connected by expressways, highways, metros,
suburbanrails,and even water taxi, he pointed
out.

This is also a green airport as it has the
storage facility for sustainable aviation fuel,
the official said.

Besides being one of the most efficient
airports, it would also have an Automated
Passenger People’s Mover facility, which
will internally connect all four terminals,
he said. (PIB)

Japan’s Ruling Party Elects Sanae
Takaichi As New Leader, Likely To
Become First Female PM

TOKYO: Japan’s governing party on Saturday
elected former Economic Security Minister
Sanae Takaichi, a hard-line ultra-conservative
and Chinahawk, as itsnew leader, making her
likely to become the country’sfirst female prime
minister.

Inacountry that ranks poorly internationally
for gender equality, the 64-year-old Takaichi

of the Japan-US alliance,” she said. Takaichi
stressed the importance of their cooperation
through three-way frameworks thatalso include
regional partnerssuchas South Korea, Australia
and the Philippines, pledging Japan’s greater
role in achieving a free and open Indo-Pacific.

Shesaid sherespectsall tariffsand investment

makes history as the first female leader of
Japan’slong-governing conservative Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP).

Takaichi is one of the most conservative
members of the male-dominated party.

Anadmirer offormer British Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher, Takaichi is a protege
of former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe’sultra-conservative visionand aregular
atthe Yasukuni Shrine, seen asa symbol of
Japan’s wartime militarism, which could
complicate Tokyo’srelations with its Asian
neighbours.

Takaichibeat Agriculture Minister Shinjiro
Koizumi, the son of popular former Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi, in a runoffin
a vote by the LDP on Saturday.

Takaichi replaces Prime Minister Shigeru
Ishibaasthe partyhopestoregain public support
and stay in power after major election losses.

Sheislikely to be Japan’s next prime minister
because the party remains by far the largest in
thelower house, which determines the national
leader, and because opposition groups are highly
splintered.

Takaichivowstostrengthen Japan-USalliance

Takaichilater said she willimmediately work
on stemming rising prices, while also focusing
on diplomatic and security challenges.

Aparliamentary vote isexpected inmid-October.
The LDP, which hasbeen criticised by opposition
leadersfor creatinga prolonged political vacuum,
said Takaichineedstohurry because the winner
willsoonfacea diplomatictest; a possible summit
with US President Donald Trump, who could
demand that Japan increase its defence spending.

Ameetingisreportedly being planned forlate
October. Trump will travel to the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation summit in South Korea
starting October 31.

Takaichisaid ensuringthe Japan-US alliance
is her top diplomatic priority.

“Itisessential to...confirm the reinforcement

agreementsstruck between Tokyoand Washington
under the Ishiba government.

Takaichi faces major domestic challenges

The LDP, whose consecutive losses in
parliamentary elections in the past year have
left it in the minority in both houses, needs its
newleadertoquickly bringback voter confidence
and stability and to address challenges in and
outside Japan.

Takaichi will also need cooperation from key
opposition groups to implement her party’s
policies.

Ishiba, who achieved a 15 per cent tariff deal
with Washington and put Japan’s ties with South
Koreaand other Asian countries ontrack during
his one-year stint, said “I hope the LDP will
band together under new (party) president
Takaichito servefor the country and the people,
as well as the world and for the new era.”

Ishiba, a centrist known as archrival of Abe,
was virtually forced into resigning by ultra-
conservative wings in the party.

There were five candidates for the job

Five candidates —two currently serving and
three former ministers — vied for the LDP
presidency.

Hamas’ agreement to peace plan not
about Gaza but “long sought peace” in

Middle East,

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump
on Friday (local time) expressed confidence
regarding Hamas’ willingness to ensure peace
in Gaza, after the militant group agreed to the
20-point peace plan introduced by him earlier
this week.

Trumpmentioned thattheissue

says Trump

“In this context, the movement affirms its
readinessto immediately enter intonegotiations
through the mediators to discuss the details of
this agreement,” Hamas said in a statement
released on Telegram, quoted by Al Jazeera.

The group also agreed to hand over the Gaza

isnotabout peace in Gaza alone
but in the whole of Middle East
region. Hefurthersaid thatIsrael
should stop its attacks in Gaza
sothat it can quickly release its
hostages.

“Based on the statement just
issued by Hamas, I believe they
are ready for a lasting PEACE.
Israel must immediately stop
the bombing of Gaza, so that we
can get the Hostages out safely
and quickly! Right now, it’s far
too dangerous to do that. We are already in
discussions on details to be worked out. This is
not about Gaza alone, this is about long sought
PEACE in the Middle East,” Trump wrote on
Truth Social.

Hamason Friday (local time) agreed torelease
all Israeli hostages, whether dead or alive, in
responsetothe20-point Gaza peace planintroduced
by USPresident Donald Trump earlier this week,
Al Jazeera reported.

administration toan independent
Palestinian technocrats’ body
“based on Palestinian national
consensus and Araband Islamic
support.”

“Other issues mentioned in
President Trump’s proposal
regarding the future of the Gaza
Strip and the legitimate rights of
the Palestinian people are
connected to a unified national
positionandrelevant international
laws and resolutions,” the
statement said, as per Al Jazeera.

“Theywillbeaddressed throughacomprehensive
Palestinian national framework, in which Hamas
will participate and contribute responsibly,”
the statement added.

The development comes after United States
President Donald Trump on Friday (local time)
issued a stern warning to Hamas, saying the
militant group is “militarily trapped” and has
been given alast chance to agree toapeace deal
endorsed by regional and global powers. (ANI)

Nirmala
Sitharaman
Launches
Nationwide
Financial
Awareness
Campaign “Apki
Puuniji, Apka
Adhikaar”

GANDHINAGAR: Union Finance
Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman today
launched the nationwide financial
awareness campaign titled “Apki Puunji,
Apka Adhikaar” (Your Wealth, Your
Right)in Gandhinagar, Gujarat, marking
amajor step towards reuniting citizens
with their unclaimed financial savings.

Addressing the gathering, Finance
Minister Sitharaman said the campaign
carriesa “simple but powerful message”
— that every rupee saved by citizens
must ultimately return to them or their
families. “Unclaimed deposits, insurance
proceeds, dividends, mutualfundbalances,
and pensions are not mere entries on
paper; they represent the hard-earned
savings of ordinary families — savings
that can support education, healthcare,
and financial security,” she said.

Outlining the guiding vision of the
campaign, the Finance Minister
introducedthe ‘3A Strategy’ — Awareness,
Accessibility and Action. She explained
that Awareness aims to inform every

citizen about tracing unclaimed assets;
Accessibility focuses on simplified digital
tools and local outreach; and Action
ensures time-bound, transparent claim
settlements. “Together, these three pillars
will bridge the gap between citizens and
financial institutions, promoting dignity
and confidence among beneficiaries,”
she said.

The Finance Minister alsocommended
theproactiverole ofregionalrural banks,
particularly Gujarat Gramin Bank, and
other financial institutions for their
outreach during KYC and re-KYC
campaigns. “These efforts have helped
citizens stay connected to their savings
and entitlements, laying a strong
foundation for the success of this
campaign,” shesaid, urgingall institutions
to maintain the same dedication and
outreach in tracing unclaimed assets
nationwide.

Sitharaman alsodistributed certificates
to beneficiaries who successfully
reclaimed their unclaimed deposits from

various institutions, symbolizing the
start ofthe nationwide awareness drive.
Gujarat Finance Minister Kanubhai

added.
A special message from Union Home
Minister and MP from Gandhinagar,

Jae

D /

Amit Shah, was also played
during the event. Shri Shah
lauded the initiative as a
“collective effort towards
strengthening public trust,
dignity,and empowerment,”
urgingcitizenstoparticipate
actively in reclaiming their
rightful savings.

Speaking at the event,
Secretary, DFS, Shri M.
Nagaraju, revealed thatas of
August2025,over 75,000crore
in unclaimed deposits had

Desai described the campaign’s launch
from Gujarat asa “moment of pride” for
the state, assuring full support for its
implementation throughactive outreach.
“Theunclaimed deposits are very useful
for education, empowerment, and other
financial needs of the beneficiaries,” he

been transferred tothe RBI’s
Depositor Education and Awareness
Fund. Additionally, unclaimed insurance
proceedstotal over 13,800 crore, unclaimed
mutual fund balancesaround 3,000crore,
andunpaid dividends exceed 9,000 crore.
“Claimsmustbeprocessed quickly, fairly,
and without unnecessary hurdles so that

citizens walk away with clarity and
confidence,” he emphasized.

The Secretaryfurther stated thatnearly
172 crore shares have been transferred
tothe Investor Education and Protection
Fund (IEPF) so far, underscoring the
scale of unclaimed financial assets. He
added that the campaign supports the
government’s larger goal of ensuring
that financial inclusion translates into
true financial empowerment.

The campaign will be implemented in
all districts across States and Union
Territories from October to December
2025, featuring digital demonstrations
and helpdeskstoassist citizens intracing
and claiming their unclaimed financial
assets.

Coordinated by the Department of
Financial Services (DFS), Ministry of
Finance, the campaign brings together
theRBI, SEBI,IRDAI,PFRDA, and IEPFA,
along with banks, insurance companies,
mutual funds, and pension institutions,
on a single platform. (PIB)
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