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10th Y
ear

N
epal's 'm

iracle' takes them
 into

W
orld Cup Q

ualifiers

Know
ledge Initiative: Prof M

attoo, A
ltaf 

Bukhari chair W
orking Group m

eet
P

/
8

P
/6

P
/

3

PD
P pitches for resum

ption of Indo-Pak 
D

ialogue, term
s people of JK basic 

5 accused behind terrorist’s escape from
 SM

HS hospital in NIA custody

Union M
inister R

D
D

 N
arendra Singh Tom

ar 
review

s R
D

D
, PM

GSY w
orks in JK

Assures full financial, technological support to State Govt to execute various Centrally Sponsored Schem
es

JRL calls
for shutdown on 

Saturday
SR

IN
A

G
A

R
, FEB 15: Shifting political inm

ates 
and lifers from

 Srinagar central jail, cancellation 
of FIR against Shupian killers by Indian suprem

e 
court and brutal killing of H

urriyat leader M
uham

-
m

ad Yousuf N
adeem

 are all glaring exam
ple of 

tyran
ny un

leashed against K
ash

m
iris. Th

is w
as 

stated by Joint resistance leaders Syed A
li Shah 

G
eelani, M

irw
aiz D

octor M
uham

m
ad U

m
ar Farooq 

and A
lhaaj M

uham
m

ad Yasin M
alik in a joint press 

release issued today. Leaders and activists from
 

Joint resistance leadership today staged a peaceful 
sit-in and rally against illegal shifting of m

any in-
m

ates including som
e lifers to Jam

m
u jails, Indian 

Suprem
e Court orders to cancel FIR against arm

y 
and brutal killing of H

urriyat activist M
uham

m
ad 

You
su

f N
adeem

 by som
e u

n
know

n gu
n

m
en at 

Beerw
ah. JR

L leaders and activists today gathered 
at JK

LF office A
bi-G

u
zar and m

arched tow
ards 

press enclave w
here they staged a peaceful sit-in. 

w
ith placards in hands and raising slogans against
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PDP pitches for resum
ption of Indo-Pak Dialogue, 

term
s people of JK basic stakeholders

DAY 4:

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15:   The K
ash-

m
ir valley rem

ained cut off from
 

rest of the country for the fourth 
consecutive day on Thursday due 
closure of 300-km

-long Srinagar-
Jam

m
u national highw

ay follow
ing 

fresh landslide after snow
 and rain.

D
ozens of far-flung and rem

ote 
villages, including those near the 
Line of Control (LoC) in north K

ash-
m

ir, rem
ained cut off from

 their 
respective district headquarters 
due to accum

ulation of snow
 and 

slippery road conditions.
The national highw

ay, linking 
Ladakh region w

ith K
ashm

ir and 

86-km
-long historic M

ughal road 
also rem

ained closed.
H

undreds of vehicle, including 
those carrying passengers besides 
tw

o bodies, rem
ained stranded at 

different places on the highw
ay. 

K
ashm

ir-bound passengers strand-
ed at Jam

m
u alleged that the local 

authorities have failed to provide 
them

 any relief and they are being 
charged extra by the local traders.

The road at Penthal and A
nokha-

pal w
as cleared yesterday in the 

afternoon but before vehicles could 
be allow

ed to m
ove, there w

ere 
fresh landslides at other places also, 

a traffic p
olice official said on 

Thursday m
orning.

H
e said the Border Roads O

r-
ganisation (BRO

), responsible for 
the m

aintenance of the highw
ay, 

has been w
orking alm

ost round-
the-clock to put through the traf-
fic.The BRO

 has already pressed 
into service sophisticated m

achines 
and m

en to clear the landslides.
The national highw

ay w
as closed 

on M
onday due to snow

, landslides 
and slippery road condition.

”W
e w

ill allow
 traffic only
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SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15:    The N
a-

tional Investigation A
gency (N

IA) 
today took the custody of five accused 
arrested by the Jam

m
u and K

ashm
ir 

Police in connection w
ith the escape 

of Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorist M
oham

-
m

ed N
aveed Jhatt from

 the SM
H

S 
hospital, an official spokesm

an said 
here.The N

IA spokesm
an said the court 

of C
h

ief Judicial M
agistrate here 

granted a tw
o-day transit rem

and 
of the five accused w

ho had been 
nabbed by the police on February 
8, tw

o days after the escape of 22-year-
old Jhatt alias A

bu H
an

zalla from
 

the busy hospital in the city.
The five accused —

 Shakeel A
hm

ed 
Bhat, Tika K

han, Syed Tajam
ul Islam

, 
M

oh
am

m
ed Sh

afi W
an

i and Jan 
M

oham
m

ed G
anai —

 w
ere arrested 

by the police for allegedly conspir-

ing in the escape of Jhatt. A
ll the five 

accused are residents of Pulw
am

a.
The N

IA
 re-registered the case 

pertaining to the escape from
 cus-

tody of Jhatt from
 the SM

H
S hospi-

tal w
here he w

as brought in for 
treatm

ent on February 6.
The accused w

ill be produced 
before the N

IA
 special court at Jam

-
m

u tom
orrow

 for seeking police
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'Since inception, Party 
w

orking to m
ake peace 

state’s inseparable 
feature'

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15: The 
Peoples’ D

em
ocratic Party 

(PD
P) on Thursday pitched 

for the reconciliation betw
een 

Indo-Pak at an earliest, stat-
ing that the people of the 
state have been bearing the 
brunt of the hostilities for 

decades and they yearn for 
peace and tranquility. Con-
cerned over the escalation 
of tensions betw

een the tw
o 

countries on borders, the PD
P 

said the loss of precious lives 
w

as incorrigible and need 
to be stopped sans any delay.

PD
P G

eneral Secretary, 
Peerzada M

ansoor H
ussain 

w
hile addressing people in 

Central K
ashm

ir’s Beerw
ah 

said the PD
P has been de-

m
anding, since its inception 

that dialogue betw
een the 

tw
o countries is inevitable 

for the peaceful South A
sia 

and that people of the state 
are the basic stakeholders 
in the talks betw

een the tw
o 

countries. “The people in JK
 

are the w
orst sufferers of the 

bloodshed and m
ayhem

 and 
are the basic stakeholders 
w

ithout w
hom

 no dialogue 
can reach to the logical con-
clusion. Both the countries 
need to take the people in 
confidence ahead of treading 
ahead,” PD

P general secretary 

said.Peerzada M
ansoor said 

the PD
P founder and form

er 
Jam

m
u and K

ashm
ir chief 

m
inister M

ufti M
oham

m
ad 

Sayeed never believed in the 
politics of deceit and alw

ays 
pursued the agenda of peo-
ples’ w

ell being w
ith earnest 

efforts and selfless courage. 
“M

ufti sahib never did the 
p

olitics of an
im

osity and 
never lured the people once 
in the nam

e of Q
uit K

ashm
ir
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Citizens of J&K jointly urge India and 
Pakistan for cession of hostilities on the LoC

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15:   In a joint calling 
attention petition, over 130 em

inent citi-
zens of the divided State of Jam

m
u and 

K
ash

m
ir u

rged Indian Prim
e M

in
ister 

N
arendra M

odi and Pakistan’s Prim
e M

in-
ister Sh

ah
id K

h
aqan A

bbasi to resu
m

e 
ceasefire along the Line of Control and 
begin the process of dialogue to resolve 
the K

ash
m

ir issue by includin
g all the 

people of Jam
m

u and K
ashm

ir. This initia-
tive w

as led by tw
o em

inent civil society 
activists across the LoC; A

nuradha Bhasin, 
Executive Editor, daily K

ash
m

ir Tim
es, 

Jam
m

u and Ershad M
ahm

ud, Executive 
D

irector, Center for Peace, D
evelopm

ent 
and Reform

s.

The petition has already gained m
o-

m
entum

 and people are com
ing together 

in a significant num
ber to take ow

nership 
of this initiative. It so far has got signatures 
from

 various senior political leaders, po-
ets, authors, journalists, civil society activ-
ists, form

er civil servants, ex-diplom
ats 

and arm
y person

nel, as w
ell as people 

from
 the academ

ia.
The petition pronounces that if current 

tension at the borders is allow
ed to prolong, 

it w
ill jeopardize the stability of the region 

and m
ight escalate into an all-out w

ar. 
Besides, the skirm

ishes at the LoC augm
ent 

the sufferings of the people residing
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R
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G

E | 6

Govt reiterates ban on 
cigarette sm

oking in
its offices 

JA
M

M
U

, FEB 15: Jam
m

u and K
ashm

ir governm
ent 

on Thursday ordered all concerned to ensure strict 
im

plem
entation of the ban im

posed on sm
oking in 

all governm
ent offices. A

s per a circular issued here, 
the governm

ent directed the concerned authorities 
to initiate appropriate “penal action” against the de-
faulters under rules.

“In order to strictly enforce the provisions of the 
Cigarettes and other Tobacco Products (Prohibition 
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Police hold 
public meetings 

at Kargil and 
Srinagar

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15:  O
n 

the direction of SSP K
argil 

T.G
yalpo and under the su-

pervision of A
dditional SP 

K
argil A

run G
upta, a PCPG

 
(Police Com

m
unity Partner-

ship G
roup) m

eeting w
as held 

at Police Station K
argil by 

SH
O

 Kargil Inspector G
hulam

 
A

li in presence of SI Feroze 
A

hm
ed Incharge Police Post 

Shilikchey Bazar K
argil.

The m
eetin

g w
as par-

ticipated by the office bear-
ers of M

erchant A
ssociation, 

Taxi O
perators U

nion, Bus 
O

perators U
nion, O

m
ni Van 

U
nion, M

ini Bus O
perators 

U
nion, 407 M

ini Truck O
p-

erators U
nion and 207 Load 

Carrier U
nion.

D
uring the m

eeting, the 
O

ffice Bearers of these A
s-

sociation
s put forth their 

grievances to w
hich the O

f-
ficers gave a patient hearing
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SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15:   U
nion M

inister for Rural 
D

evelopm
ent, Panchayati R

aj N
arendra Singh 

Tom
ar today urged the state to speed up the 

execution of R
u

ral D
evelopm

ent Schem
es to 

ach
ieve the goal of a developed country. The 

U
n

ion m
in

ister said th
is w

h
ile review

ing the 
im

plem
entation of various schem

es under Rural 
D

evelopm
ent in J&

K
 State w

h
ile M

in
ister for 

Rural D
evelopm

ent, A
bdul H

aq khan, Com
m

is-
sioner Secretary R

&
B Sanjeev Verm

a, 
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Skyrocketing 
airfares choking 

Tourism in 
Kashmir

 
�

Bilal Bashir Bhat

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15: N
ot-

w
ith

standing the tourism
 

prom
otion drives by the 

Jam
m

u and K
ashm

ir govern-
m

ent in different states of 
India, the u

nprecedented 
airfares are hitting the tour-
ism

 industry in Valley. Em
p-

ty Shikaras in D
al lake and 

a n
ear-deserted view

 in 
w

orld-fam
ou

s Ski resort 
G

u
lm

arg is reflectin
g the 

ground reality on how
 airfare 

to and from
 Srin

agar h
as 

becom
e u

n
affordable for 

tourists. 
To boost the tou

rism
 

w
here w

e see m
any signifi-

cant decisions by the Jam
m

u 
and Kashm

ir Tourism
 depart-

m
ent like con

ductin
g of 

w
inter festival at sum

m
er 

destination Pahalgam
, the 

state seem
s unaw

are of the 
fact that the air ticket prizes 
are becom

ing a m
ajor cause 

for the tou
rists to choose 

another place for outing. 
The Jam

m
u and K

ashm
ir 

Tourism
 departm

ent w
hich 

is conducting several road 
sh

ow
s, sym

p
osiu

m
s an

d 
sem

inars in different states 
of India aim

ed to boost the
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SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB 15: “If there is ever 
a heaven on earth, its here, its here, its 
here in K

ashm
ir,” these are the w

orld 
of M

ughal em
peror Jahangir during 

h
is stay here in a houseboat on the 

m
esm

erizing D
al Lake in seventeenth 

century. 
K

ashm
ir is renow

ned globally as 
heaven on earth

, how
ever, over the 

last three decades continuous blood-
shed, violence and devastation of en-
vironm

ent have caused a great havoc 
and m

ade life in K
ashm

ir m
iserable. 

Funerals of conflict have becom
e dai-

ly occu
rrence and m

others, sisters 
crying over the dead bodies daily scenes. 

The urge on the ground is that steps 
should be taken to return K

ashm
ir back 

to norm
alcy.

A
m

anullah A
hm

ad, an aged person 
states – “W

e as a society have destroyed 
our old good tim

es and w
orsened even 

the political situation by m
aking our-

selves a football betw
een the global 

pow
ers. A

s a result daily killings, blood-
shed have becom

e our fate . Even w
hat 

w
e as a society have done to environ-

m
ent by our acts prove that w

e are 
becom

ing uncivilized. The conditions 
of our forests, w

ater bodies, gardens, 
m

ountains and nearby surrounding 
aptly prove the above veracity. If you 

continually pollute your house and let 
it becom

e dirty and allow
 roaches and 

bacteria to live in it, then how
 can you 

live in that house? You w
ill just be sick. 

The sam
e goes for the environm

ent. It 
is therefore logical for us to take care 
of the environm

ent. W
e need to revive 

the good old tim
es of sense of secu-

rity and care for our surroundings.”
Even the em

inent personalities are 
not satisfied w

ith the direction w
e are 

taking as the society.
R

iyaz Choudary, social activist gets 
nostalgic about past glorious tim

es of 
K

ashm
ir as he spent prim

e of his
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Dog sterilization program
 to resum

e in 
Srinagar City: SM

C Com
m

issioner
Directs for closure of open garbage points in city

SR
IN

A
G

A
R

, FEB
 15: Com

m
issioner of 

Srinagar M
unicipal Corporation (SM

C), R
i-

yaz A
hm

ad W
ani along w

ith the senior of-
ficers of the corporationsThursday review

ed 
the progress of various functions in his of-
ficer cham

bers here at Central O
ffice K

aran 
N

agar.
B

esides takin
g certain decision

s and 
passing on various directions on beautifica-
tion of city, clearance of footpaths, intensi-
fying anti-encroachm

ents drives in the city; 
the m

ajor thrust w
as tackling of dog m

en-
ace in the City.

Various directions w
ith regard to tack-

ling of dog m
enace w

ere passed on during
TU

R
N

 O
N
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G

E | 6
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Better Air Connectivity

 Vital For J&K’s National 

Mainstream: Dr Jitendra

FE NEWS NETWORK

NEW DELHI: Union minister Jitendra 
Singh on Saturday said that improving 
air connectivity in Jammu and Kashmir 
is crucial not only for passenger 
convenience but also for economic growth, 
tourism and greater integration of the 
region with national mainstream.

Reviewing aviation plans for the Union 
Territory, he underlined the importance 
of improving regional connectivity and 
providing affordable travel options to 
local residents.

At a meeting attended by Samir Kumar 
Sinha, Secretary of Civil Aviation Ministry, 
and Vipin Kumar, Chairman of Airports 
Authority of India, Singh called for fast-
tracking necessary approvals and technical 
work.

Singh, the Minister of State for Personnel, 
emphasised that the Udhampur airport 
could initially begin operations with ATR 

72-seater aircraft under the Regional 
Connectivity Scheme UDAAN, which 
would cap ticket fares at nearly half the 
prevailing market rates.

This would not only make flights more 

affordable but also bring Delhi-₹Udhampur 
fares substantially lower than the Delhi-
₹Jammu route, thus offering a huge 
incentive to even Jammu-bound passengers 
to take the Delhi-Udhampur air route.

The step would be a major relief for 
students and young professionals 

Western Disturbance To Bring
 Heavy Rain, Snow To J&K From Today
FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir 
is bracing for a fresh spell of inclement 
weather as a Western Disturbance is 
set to impact the region from Sunday 
onwards, bringing widespread rain 
in the plains and snowfall over higher 
reaches.

The advisory issued by the Indian 
Meteorological Department, states that 
from October 5 to 7, J&K is likely to 
experience generally cloudy conditions 
with intermittent spells of light to 
moderate rain and thundershowers 
at most places. “Light to moderate 
snowfall is expected over the higher 
reaches, with the possibility of heavy 
to very heavy rain at few places in 
Jammu division and moderate to heavy 
rain at isolated places in Kashmir 
division on October 6,” the advisory 
states, adding, “On October 8, a brief 
spell of light rain may occur at a few 
places, while October 9–14 is expected 
to remain generally dry across Jammu 
and Kashmir.”

Meanwhile, Independent weatherman 
Faizan Keng while talking to KNO said 
the effect of the Western Disturbance 
will become noticeable from Sunday 
evening, intensifying from Monday 
onwards. “Plains are likely to receive 
light to moderate rain, while higher 
reaches will witness snowfall which 
may lead to closure of key mountain 
passes including Sinthan Top, Zojila 
Pass, Margan Top and Sadhna Top,” 
Keng said.

He added that upper reaches of South 

Kashmir may witness 6 inches to 1.5 
feet of snowfall, while North Kashmir’s 
upper reaches could record nearly a 
foot of snow.

The Meteorological Department has 
issued a detailed advisory for  the people 
and has asked the farmers to suspend 
harvesting and other agricultural 
operations between October 5–7.

“There is a possibility of heavy to 
very heavy rainfall in parts of Jammu 
division and moderate to heavy rainfall 
in isolated areas of Kashmir division, 
accompanied by thunder, lightning 
and gusty winds. Landslides and 
shooting stones are likely at vulnerable 

stretches,” reads the advisory.
“Light to moderate snowfall is expected 

over the higher reaches of the Kashmir 
Valley, Chenab Valley and Pir Panjal 

range, with the possibility of moderate 
to heavy snow over South Kashmir 
and parts of Chenab Valley,” it added.

Pertinently, Chief Minister Omar 
Abdullah had chaired a high-level 
meeting yesterday at the Civil 
Secretariat here to review the 
preparedness of various departments 
in view of the weather advisory issued 
by the Meteorological Centre.

The Chief Minister had directed all 
concerned departments to remain in 

a state of full readiness to minimize 
possible damage to fruit crops, ensure 
uninterrupted supply of essential 
services and keep all major roads and 
highways functional during the weather 
disturbance.

Reviewing the arrangements, the 

Chief Minister had asked the Agriculture 
and Horticulture Departments to issue 
timely advisories to farmers and 
orchardists and ensure the smooth 
transportation of fruit to terminal 
markets, particularly during peak 
harvesting season.

He asked the Public Works Department 
and national highway agencies, 
including NHIDCL, NHAI, 

BJP To Field 3 
Candidates In RS Polls

 Party Core Group 
Meeting Held In Jammu

FE NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) on Saturday announced that it will 
field three candidates for the upcoming 
Rajya Sabha polls.

BJP spokesperson Sunil Sethi said, “We 
have decided to contest all seats. We are 

fielding three candidates.”
While the BJP will field one candidate 

each for the first two seats, for

IGP Reviews Jammu Policing, Stresses 
Alignment With India 2047 Vision

FE NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU:  Inspector General of 
Police Bhim Sen Tuti on Saturday 
reviewed the Action Taken Reports 
on various recommendations of 

multi-sectoral policing in the Jammu 
region and emphasised aligning 
all initiatives with the national 
vision of transforming India into 
a developed nation by 2047.

The review meeting, chaired by 
the IGP, was held in view of 
preparedness ahead of the 

forthcoming 60th edition of the 
national conference of DGPs and 
IGPs to be held in Chhattisgarh 
next month.

“IGP chaired a meeting at the 
Zonal Police Headquarters in Jammu 

to review the progress on 
recommendations from the previous 
DGPs and IGPs Conference,” a police 
officer said.

The high-level meeting was 
attended by top police officials of 
the region, both in person and 
through video conferencing.

“During the session, the IGP 
reviewed the Action Taken Reports 
on various recommendations from 
earlier meetings, covering a wide 
range of contemporary policing 

and internal security issues such 
as cybercrime, technology in 
policing, counter-terrorism 
challenges, and reforms 

Offi  cers Were Also 
Encouraged To Devise 
National-Level Strategies 
For Law Enforcement And To 
Innovate To Bring Measurable 
Improvements In 
Police Functioning, 
The Offi  cer Said.

PM Unveils Initiatives Worth 
Over ` 62,000 Cr For Youth

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi unveiled various youth-focused 
initiatives worth over 62 thousand crore 

rupees, giving a decisive push to education, 
skilling and entrepreneurship across the 
country.

 During the  Kaushal Deekshant Samaroh 
held at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi, the 
Prime Minister launched the  Pradhan Mantri 
Skilling and Employability Transformation 
through Upgraded ITIs- PM – SETU.

Addressing the gathering after launching 
the various youth-focused initiatives, the 
Prime Minister said, skill plays an important 
role in nation-building.

 He said, his government is preparing the 
Yuva Shakti to lead the future with a strong 
focus on skilling and innovation.

 He highlighted that India is a country of 
knowledge and skill and intellectual strength 
is the greatest power of the country.He 
mentioned that ITIs are not only premier 
institutions of industrial education but are 
also the workshops of an Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat.

 The Prime Minister said that the PM-SETU 
scheme will benefit over one thousand  ITIs 
across the country as they will be upgraded 
and modern machines will be introduced.

 He emphasised that the PM-SETU will 
connect country’s youth with the world’s 
skill demands.

 Recalling the contribution 

J&K Govt Bans Sale of Unsafe 

Frozen, Chilled Meat Products

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kashmir 
government has banned the trade of unsafe 
frozen meat after inspections revealed 
rotten and unlabelled stock being sold in 

the market.
Assistant Commissioner of Food Safety, 

Hilal Ahmad Mir said,  that the move is 
aimed at protecting public health and 
stopping those involved in unsafe practices.

He said the Food Safety Commissioner 
has ordered an immediate ban on the 
preparation, storage, transport, and sale 
of frozen meat that does not meet the 
standards set under the Food Safety and 
Standards Act 2006.

“Meat without proper labelling or storage 
conditions will not be allowed,” Mir said. 
He explained that highly perishable items 
like chicken must be kept under strict 
temperature control, at minus 18 degrees 

Celsius. Any product failing to meet these 
conditions will be seized and destroyed, 
he warned.

The officer added that all departments, 
including police, have been alerted. He 
urged people to report suspicious sales 

and warned traders that licences will be 
cancelled if they are found violating the 
ban.

“Only properly labelled and safely stored 
branded meat products will be

He said the Food Safety 
Commissioner has ordered 
an immediate ban on the 
preparation, storage, transport, 
and sale of frozen meat that 
does not meet the standards 
set under the Food Safety
 and Standards Act 2006.

Focus on issues 
of J&K: Tarun Chugh 
slams CM Omar on 
Ladakh remarks

JAMMU: Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) National General Secretary Tarun 
Chug Saturday slammed Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah over his statements on 
Ladakh, stating that he failed to fulfill 
any promise made to the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir before the elections.

Speaking with reporters, Chugh asked, 
CM Omar to focus on addressing issues 
in J&K rather than diverting attention 
to Ladakh

He also said that whenever there is 
an atmosphere of joy in the country, 
Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi 
and the rest of the INDIA block parties 
start playing the tune of mourning.

He said that India’s Gen-Z is engaged 
in making the country self-reliant and 
is being advanced by following PM 
Modi’s policies.

“PM Modi has given a goal to Gen-Z 
and is continuously working for the 
welfare of the youth. The result of this 
is visible across the entire country,” 
he said.

On Ladakh situation, Chug said that 
the Central government

Class 10 Exams From Nov 3 
With 15% Syllabus Relaxation

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and 
Kashmir Board of School Education 
(JK BOSE) has notified the date-sheet 
for Class 10th Annual/ Regular, 
2025 (Oct-Nov session), 
scheduling the examination 
from November 3 from 11 am 
to 2 pm.

In all, nearly 95,000 students 
from Kashmir Division and 
winter zone areas of Jammu 
Division including students 
from Ladakh UT are expected 
to take up the exam, which the 
Government has restored back to 
October- November session.

As per the date- sheet, the exams 
will commence on November 3 for 
Mathematics subject followed by 
Social Science on November 7.

The examination for Science subject 
has been scheduled on November 11 
while English paper will be held on 
November 14.

The Urdu/ Hindi papers have been 
scheduled on November 17, Computer 
Science on November 19 while as 

vocational subjects paper will be 
held on November 21. Subjects with 
smaller number of candidates like 
Home Science will be held on 
November 23, Music on November 

25 and additional/ optional subjects 
including Kashmiri/ Dogri/ Bhoti/ 
Punjabi/ Arabic/ Urdu/ Hindi/ 
Persian/ Sanskrit on November  24.  

The examination will conclude on 
November 27 with Painting/ Art and 
Drawing subject papers scheduled 
on that day.

In consideration of the disruptions 
in the academic calendar caused due 
to heat wave, torrential rains/ 
cloudbursts and floods, the 

The Meteorological
 Department has issued 
a detailed advisory for  the
people and has asked the
farmers to suspend 
harvesting and other
agricultural operations 
between October 5–7.

J&K Govt kicks 
off  budget preparations 
for 2026-27

SRINAGAR: The 
Jammu & Kashmir 
Government has initiated 
an exercise to prepare the 
annual budget for the next 
financial year.

To begin with, the 
Finance Department has 

asked all departments to start the budget 
preparation for 2026–27.

“All administrative departments, Heads 
of Departments (HODs), Budget Controlling 
Officers, and Drawing and Disbursing Officers 
(DDOs) are requested to start the budget 
preparation exercise for the year 2026–27 
in right earnest, to enable examination, 
compilation, and consolidation of these 
estimates within the administrative 
departments for onward submission to the 
Finance Department,” reads a circular issued 
by the Finance Department, a copy of which 
is in possession of

‘Op 
Sindoor’ 
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DC Udhampur hands over 
sanction letters to beneficiaries 

under Mission YUVA

Mega Public grievances redressal Camp held at Banihal
DC listens to public issues, passes on-spot directions to resolve grievances

RAMBAN: As part of the 
ongoing public outreach 
initiative, Deputy Commissioner 
Ramban Mohammad Alyas 
Khan convened a mega Public 
Grievances Redressal Camp 
at Banihal. He interacted with 
people from different Panchayats 
and the Municipal area Banihal.

The camp witnessed active 
participation from public 
delegations and individual 
applicants who projected 
a wide range of demands 
seeking augmentation of public 
infrastructure, employment 
opportunities for local youth in 
National Projects. Most of the 
grievances were addressed on 
the spot as the DC passed specific 
directions to the concerned 
officers for their timely redressal.

Among those present 
included local SDM Mohammad 
Naseeb Bajraan, Chief Education 
Officer, Chief Medical Officer, 
Chief Agriculture Officer, Chief 
Horticulture Officer, Assistant 
Labour Commissioner (ALC), 
SDPO and Executive Engineers 
of PMGSY, Jal Shakti and other 

departments.
The Deputy Commissioner 

directed the ALC to organize a 
weekly camp to concede the 
demands of labourers and scale 
up efforts to achieve maximum 

coverage under Mission YUVA 
schemes to benefit local youth. He 
assured that the matter regarding 
employment opportunities for 
local youth in the companies 
associated with the execution 
of National Projects would be 
taken up with the concerned 
authorities.Responding to the 
demand or augmentation of 
road infrastructure, the DC asked 

PMGSY and PWD Engineers 
to expedite the completion 
of ongoing road projects and 
renovation of damaged stretches 
to restore smooth connectivity.

 The Executive Officer MC 

Banihal was instructed to install 
street lights in the town as per 
requirement within a stipulated 
time frame and to accommodate 
registered vendors in designated 
areas to decongest the main 
market and streets.

The CEO was directed to 
post adequate staff at Mahoo 
School, besides inspect the 
Krawa School building and land 

for the construction of school at 
Sherbibi. The ACD was asked 
to clear pending payments of 
contractors, while the Executive 
Engineer REW was directed to 
hold a special camp at Banihal for 
the allotment of developmental 
works.

Regarding the health sector, 
the CMO was directed to ensure 
that the Hospital on Wheels visits 
Mahoo area on a weekly basis 
to provide healthcare to local 
people at their doorsteps. He also 
instructed the CMO to depute a 
health worker at Chapnari Health 
Centre to make it functional. The 
Agriculture Department was told 
to distribute quality seeds at the 
Panchayat level to increase local 
production.

Responding to demands 
related to the National Highway, 
the DC informed that the 
construction of the overhead 
bridge would soon be taken up 
by the NHAI in the area, ensuring 
a safe crossing point for the local 
residents. He also mentioned that 
land compensation and damage 
cases are under active process.

Mega Multi-Speciality 
Health Camp organised at Village 

Bheja-Bhaderwah
DODA: On the directions of 

Deputy Commissioner Harvinder 
Singh and Director Health 
Services Jammu Dr. A. H. Zargar, 
and under the overall guidance 
of Chief Medical Officer Dr. Om 
Kumar, and ADC Bhaderwah 
Sunil Kumar Bhutyal, a Mega 
Multi-Speciality Health Camp 
was organized at Village Bheja 
in Medical Block Bhaderwah.

The camp was inaugurated 
by Dr. Om Kumar, CMO 
Doda, in the presence of the 
Commanding Officer, 33 Bn 
CRPF, BMO Bhaderwah, Dr. 
Versha Sharma, and several 
other dignitaries and officials 
from the Health Department and 
local administration.

A wide range of health 
services were provided to the 
general public, including General 
Health Check-up, Orthopaedic, 
Physician, NCD, AYUSH, Dental, 
Eye Check-up, Laboratory Tests 
and USG facilities. Free medicines 
were distributed among the 
patients and Vay Vandhana 
Cards were generated for 

senior citizens on the occasion. 
Additionally, teams delivered 

health education and awareness 
sessions on various preventive 
and promotive health topics.

More than 250 patients were 
screened and treated at the camp 
by a team of dedicated doctors 
and paramedical staff from SDH 
Bhaderwah and GMC Doda.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. 
Om Kumar highlighted that the 
camp was specially organized 
to provide comprehensive 
healthcare services to the flood-
affected population of the area.

 He appreciated the tireless 
efforts of the medical teams and 

supporting departments for 
ensuring the successful conduct 

of the event.BMO Bhaderwah Dr. 
Versha Sharma in her address 
expressed gratitude to the 
district administration, local 
administration and GMC Doda 
for their continued support and 
emphasized the importance 
of organizing such outreach 
programs to ensure equitable 
access to healthcare for all.

The local population 
expressed their heartfelt thanks 
to the Health Department and 
the district administration for 
bringing quality medical care 
to their doorstep.

U D H A M P U R : D e p u t y 
Commissioner Udhampur, Saloni 
Rai, handed over sanction letters 
to beneficiaries under the Mission 
YUVA scheme here at a brief 
function held in the Conference 
Hall, DC Office Complex.

The event was attended by 
Additional District Development 
Commissioner, Rajinder Singh, 
General Manager JK Bank, Tariq 
Ali, DGM, Lalit Parkash and AGM, 
Naresh Kumar.

While interacting with 
the beneficiaries, the DC 

congratulated them and 
informed them about various 
welfare schemes launched 
by the Government aimed at 
supporting unemployed youth. 
She emphasized that Mission 
YUVA is not merely a financial 
assistance programme, but a 
movement to promote self-
reliance and entrepreneurship 
among the youth.

The DC urged the beneficiaries 
to utilize the financial assistance 
judiciously and work towards 
establishing sustainable 

and dignified livelihoods. 
Appreciating the coordinated 
efforts of J&K Bank in processing 
and facilitating cases under the 
scheme, she stressed the need to 
expedite the disbursal of financial 
assistance in a smooth and hassle-
free manner.

The beneficiaries expressed 
their gratitude to the government 
for launching the Mission YUVA 
initiative, which provides financial 
assistance and continuous 
handholding support for setting 
up their own business ventures.

Mission Yuva: Udyam

 Jagriti 4.0 campaign in swing 

across Kishtwar

KISHTWAR: The progress under Mission Yuva and the 
implementation of ongoing Udyam Jagriti 4.0 campaign in 
Kishtwar District was reviewed at meeting chaired by Additional 
Deputy Commissioner Pawan Kotwal and attended by SBDU 
Members and BHD heads, resource persons from Government 
Degree Colleges, Polytechnic College, and ITI   along with BPMs 
from NRLM. The ADC reviewed the coverage under Udyam Jagriti 
4.0 campaign and directed the resource persons to reach out 
to each student of their respective institutions by next week.

The campaign aims to motivate students towards self-
employment and raise awareness about the government schemes 
promoting entrepreneurship and youth empowerment.

The ADC also reviewed the performance of NRLM and 
instructed the BPMs to rope in each woman associated with 
Self-Help Groups (SHGs).

He highlighted that women’s participation is a key component 
of Mission Yuva and is essential for building a strong local 
entrepreneurial ecosystem. While reviewing the pendency 
of cases at the bank level, the ADC directed the concerned 
bank officials to monitor the sanctioning and disbursement 
processes regularly and ensure that all approved cases are 
finalized without delay. He further took stock of the verification 
status of business project proposals at the BHD level. He directed 
the ACR and all SDMs to fast-track the verification process, 
enabling timely processing at the SBDU level and subsequent 
DLIC approvals. The meeting was attended by ACR Kishtwar, 
Mohd Idrees Lone; SDM Paddar, Dr. Amit Bhagat; SDM Chatroo, 
Nayeem-ul-Rehman; AD Employment, Shafqat Keen; officers 
from the Employment Department; representatives from NRLM 
and other concerned officials.

Beekeepers awareness 
programme held at Tethar Banihal

DC Alyas Khan encourages local beekeepers to 
invest in world-famous Sulai Honey

RAMBAN: Deputy Commissioner Ramban Mohammad 
Alyas Khan presided over an awareness programme at Tethar 
Banihal organised by the Agriculture Department Ramban 
in collaboration with Sanglaab Valley Fed Honey Producer 
Company Limited.

 The event witnessed the participation of nearly 250 
stakeholders of the Sanglaab Valley FPO and the local officers 
including SDM   Mohammad Naseeb Bajran; Chief Agriculture 
Officer Dr Vinay Kumar Jandial; District Agriculture Officer 
Kuldeep; Sub-Divisional Agriculture Officer Ilyas Ahmad.

Among others present at the camp, included representatives 
from NAFED’s Cluster Based Business Organization Agriwatch, 
including Director  (Finance & Compliances), Srimathi Bhaskar 
and Vice President Ashok Burman, besides State Coordinators 
FPO Project J&K Dr. Aaqib Hassan and Showkat Hussain attended 
the camp.

At the outset, the Deputy Commissioner inspected stalls set 
up to demonstrate modern beekeeping techniques. 

He asked the experts to share their experiences and innovations 
with the local Beekeepers to help them overcome the challenges 
they face.

Appreciating the local beekeepers and the Agriculture 
Department for promoting the world-famous Sulai Honey, 
the Deputy Commissioner encouraged them to increase the 
production and engage more local youth in beekeeping to 
enhance livelihood opportunities. 

He assured full cooperation from the administration in 
further strengthening the apiculture sector and making Ramban 
a hub of high-quality honey production.

The Beekeepers from different parts of the district shared 
their success stories and highlighted the growing popularity 
of Sulai Honey, which has earned a reputation for its premium 
quality and distinctive flavor. 

They also expressed gratitude to the District Administration 
and Police Department for facilitating hassle-free transportation 
during their seasonal migration. 

Mission Yuva: Udyam
Jagriti 4.0 campaign in swing 

across Kishtwar

KISHTWAR: The progress under Mission Yuva and the 
implementation of ongoing Udyam Jagriti 4.0 campaign in 
Kishtwar District was reviewed at meeting chaired by Additional 
Deputy Commissioner Pawan Kotwal and attended by SBDU 
Members and BHD heads, resource persons from Government 
Degree Colleges, Polytechnic College, and ITI   along with BPMs 
from NRLM.

The ADC reviewed the coverage under Udyam Jagriti 4.0 
campaign and directed the resource persons to reach out to 
each student of their respective institutions by next week.

The campaign aims to motivate students towards self-
employment and raise awareness about the government schemes 
promoting entrepreneurship and youth empowerment.

The ADC also reviewed the performance of NRLM and 
instructed the BPMs to rope in each woman associated with 
Self-Help Groups (SHGs).

He highlighted that women’s participation is a key component 
of Mission Yuva and is essential for building a strong local 
entrepreneurial ecosystem.

While reviewing the pendency of cases at the bank level, 
the ADC directed the concerned bank officials to monitor the 
sanctioning and disbursement processes regularly and ensure 
that all approved cases are finalized without delay. He further 
took stock of the verification status of business project proposals 
at the BHD level. He directed the ACR and all SDMs to fast-track 
the verification process, enabling timely processing at the SBDU 
level and subsequent DLIC approvals.

The meeting was attended by ACR Kishtwar, Mohd Idrees 
Lone; SDM Paddar, Dr. Amit Bhagat; SDM Chatroo, Nayeem-
ul-Rehman; AD Employment, Shafqat Keen; officers from the 
Employment Department; representatives from NRLM and 
other concerned officials.

DC Rajouri reviews safety measures amid adverse weather forecast
Stresses on readiness of essential services, amenities

RAJOURI: In view of the adverse weather forecast, Deputy 
Commissioner Rajouri Abhishek Sharma today chaired a meeting 
to review preparedness measures and ensure the safety and well-
being of the people, particularly those residing in snow-bound 
and far-flung areas.

The Deputy Commissioner took a detailed review of high 
altitude roads in Budhal and Thanamandi, with special focus 
on roads providing connectivity to Army posts, and directed the 
concerned authorities to remain alert and ensure timely clearance 
of snow and restoration of connectivity.

 He further instructed the officers to disseminate messages 
among the tribal population in the upper reaches regarding the 
weather situation.

Reviewing the power supply scenario, the DC directed the 
Power Department to take adequate measures for uninterrupted 
electricity supply to vulnerable areas. He asked the department to 
provide protective gear to field staff for their safety. He emphasized 

on identifying gaps at the ground level and staying fully prepared 
to address any emergency.

The Sheep Husbandry Department was instructed to spread 
awareness in local languages so that herders can easily report about 

emergency situation and seek help in case of any eventuality. The 
Education Department was directed to conduct safety audits of 
all Government schools, as also ensure similar audits are carried 
out in private institutions.

The DC also reviewed the preparedness of SDRF and directed the 
department to conduct drills to ensure readiness for any exigency. 

The Health Department was instructed to strengthen Primary 
Health Centres (PHCs) in far-flung areas to meet healthcare needs 
during adverse weather conditions.

The meeting was attended by ADC Chander Prakash; ACR 
Mohammad Jahangir Khan; SE Tilak Raj; CPO  Maqsood Ahmed; 
DySP Satish Kumar; Chief Education Officer, Chief Medical Officer, 
Chief Agriculture Officer, Ex. En PDD, Ex. En PHE, Deputy Controller 
SDRF and other district and sectoral officers attended the meeting.

Additionally, ADC Kalakote Tanvir Ahmed, ADC Kotranka Dilmir 
Choudhary, ADC Nowshera Pritam Lal Thapa and ADC Sunderbani 
Ramkesh Sharma participated in the meeting virtually.

Poshan Project Reasi celebrates 
Poshan Maah at Agharjitto

REASI: The Poshan Project Reasi celebrated Poshan Maah 
with great enthusiasm at Lower Batora, Panchayat Agharjitto, 
as part of the ongoing nationwide Poshan Maah initiative. The 
event aimed to enhance awareness about nutrition, health and 
overall well-being among rural communities.

The event was chaired by District Programme Officer (Poshan 
Reasi) Sudarshan Kumar along with CDPO Reasi Suninderjeet Kour. 
She educated the participants about the objectives of Mission 
POSHAN and the significance of Poshan Maah celebrations in 
promoting healthy living and combating malnutrition.

As part of the celebrations, several engaging activities were 
organized, including nutrition awareness sessions, demonstration 
of healthy recipes and interactive engagements with local women 
and children. These sessions emphasized the importance of 
balanced diets, child health and the effective utilization of 
various government nutrition schemes available to families 
in the region. The celebration witnessed active participation 
from Panchayat members, Supervisors, Anganwadi Workers, 
mothers and children from the local community.

The programme concluded with a message encouraging 
the community to adopt nutritious food habits and ensure the 
health and well-being of every child and mother in the district.

Empowering Youth through Sports: 
Indian Army launches Girls Archery & 

Shooting competition in Doda
DODA: In a powerful stride 

toward youth empowerment 
and community engagement, the 
Indian Army’s 10 Rashtriya Rifles 
inaugurated a Girls Archery and 
Shooting Competition today 
at Doda under the banner 
of Operation Sadbhavana. 
The initiative aims to foster 
sportsmanship, discipline 
and confiadence among 
young girls and boys in the 
region, while strengthening 
the bond between the Army 
and local communities.

The opening ceremony 
was graced by Sub Major Chain 
Singh, the International Shooter 
and Olympian. His presence 
inspired the young participants 
and added prestige to the event. 
The atmosphere was charged 

with enthusiasm, pride and a 
shared commitment to nurturing 
future champions. A total of 25 
girls and 27 boys showcased 
their talent and determination 

in the 10-meter Air Rifle 
shooting events. Speaking at the 
ceremony, Sub Major Chain Singh 
emphasized the transformative 
power of sports in shaping 
character and building unity.

 He lauded the Indian Army’s 
10 Rashtriya Rifles for creating 
inclusive platforms for youth 
development, especially for 
girls in remote areas. Deputy 

Commissioner Doda, 
Harvinder Singh also attended 
the event and appreciated 
the Army’s efforts, thanking 
the 10 Rashtriya Rifles for 
this remarkable initiative. 
This competition is part of 
the broader vision under 
Operation Sadbhavana to 
promote peace, progress 
and participation through 

constructive engagement. The 
Indian Army remains committed 
to uplifting local talent and 
providing opportunities that 
resonate with cultural pride 
and national spirit.

Special interactive session hosted for 

IID J&K students at DC Office Doda
DODA:  A special interactive session for 

the students of the Institute for Intellectual 
Development (IID J&K) was organized at the 
Deputy Commissioner’s Office, Doda. The program 
was graced by the esteemed presence of Deputy 
Commissioner Harvinder Singh, whose participation 
added immense value and inspiration to the event.

The primary objective of the session was to 
provide students with a unique platform to interact 
directly with the Deputy Commissioner and gain 
valuable insights into leadership, governance and 
personal development. Around 100 students 
participated enthusiastically, making the session 
lively and impactful.

Speaking on the occasion, the Deputy 
Commissioner appreciated the efforts of the 
students and encouraged them to stay focused 
on their future goals.

During the session, students interacted freely 
with the DC, asking thoughtful questions related 
to career counseling, maintaining a positive study 
environment during preparation and developing 
self-belief to clear competitive examinations. The 
Deputy Commissioner responded to each query 
with motivational guidance and practical advice, 

inspiring the students to work with dedication 
and confidence.

IID J&K has been playing a pivotal role in 
empowering youth through quality education, 
offering free coaching to students from economically 

weaker sections. This initiative is being carried out in 
close collaboration with the District Administration 
Doda, with the shared vision of making quality 
education accessible and affordable for all.

The success of this educational program is 
attributed to the dedicated faculty, including 
Tahir Ashraf Wani (Senior Lecturer, Chemistry), 
Sajad Ahmed, Dr. Mohammad Shuaib (Director, IID 
J&K). Their commitment and guidance have been 
instrumental in nurturing the academic growth of 
students and preparing them for future challenges.
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FE News Network

SRINAGAR: The Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir, Anshul 
Garg, chaired a meeting to 
address ongoing network 
coverage problems in shadow 
areas across various districts, 
including Srinagar, Kupwara, 
Shopian, and Anantnag.

The meeting highlighted 
the need to improve mobile 
connectivity in these areas, with 

a focus on the timely erection of 
telecom towers.

He instructed BSNL to submit 
a phase-wise report detailing 
all existing telecom tower sites 
& stages of work and urged to 
initiate the construction of 
towers at locations where land 
has already been transferred to 
the telecom company.

Regarding revenue & 
land transfer issues, District 
administrations were directed 

to resolve any revenue-related 
issues to facilitate the land 
transfer process for the timely 
completion of tower installation 
in shadow areas.

He emphasised on 
eliminating duplicate entries 
from the combined list of 
proposed tower sites to avoid 
redundant efforts and to 
streamline the process.

To address concerns 
regarding the erection of a tower 
near the Dachigam Wildlife Park, 
Div Com 

directed officials to find 
an alternative location for 
the tower at Mulnar to avoid 
potential conflicts with the park’s 
conservation efforts.

He instructed BSNL officers 
to adopt a proactive approach to 
pursue the cases with district 
administrations and other 
concerned officers.

The meeting was attended by 
Deputy Commissioner Shopian; 
Additional Commissioner 
Kashmir; Additional Deputy 
Commissioners of Srinagar, 
Kupwara & Anantnag; Assistant 
Commissioner Central, DGM 
BSNL, OSD to Div Com and other 
officers.

FE News Network

SRINAGAR: Directorate of 
Rural Sanitation, J&K organised 
the culmination ceremony of 
Swachhotsav 2025 at RDD Park, 
Harwan, marking the grand 
conclusion of the 15 day long 
Swachhata Hi Seva campaign 
across the Union Territory.

The event was graced by 
Minister for Rural Development & 
Panchayati Raj, Javid Ahmad Dar, 
as Chief Guest. He appreciated 
the active participation of 
citizens, panchayats and 
various stakeholders in the 
campaign, adding that their 
active participation is must for 
achieving the vision of a clean 
and green Jammu & Kashmir.

MLA Hazrabal Salman Sagar; 
Secretary RDD Mohammad Aijaz 
Asad; Director General Rural 
Sanitation,

 Anoo Malhotra; Director 
Rural Development Kashmir, 
Shabir Hussain Bhat; 
other senior officers RDD, 
district administration and 
representatives of Swachh Bharat 
Mission were also present on 
the occasion.

In his address, the Minister 
underscored the need to continue 
the cleanliness drive beyond 
campaigns and events, stressing 

that cleanliness should become 
an integral part of daily life and 
faith.

“Cleanliness is not just a 
duty, it is part of our faith. Every 
citizen must act responsibly to 

keep their surroundings, water 
bodies, and public spaces clean. 
The true spirit of Swachh Bharat 
lies in sustained community 
participation,” the Minister said.

He highlighted that clean 
water bodies are lifeline for 
communities, and protecting 
them from pollution must remain 
our top priority.

He urged people to ensure 
that waste is managed at source 
and to actively support initiatives 
under Swachh Bharat Mission 
Grameen for solid and liquid 
waste management.

Earlier, Javid Dar also laid 
the foundation stone for a 
new Community Facilitation 

Centre (CFC) at Harwan, aimed at 
strengthening local governance 
and improving public service 
delivery in the area.

The culmination ceremony 
witnessed vibrant participation 

from students, PRI members, 
officers, SHG members, and 
sanitation workers, who 
showcased their contributions 
through photo exhibitions, 
cultural performances, and 
waste-to-wealth displays 
highlighting innovative local 
efforts toward a cleaner 
environment.

The event concluded with 
a pledge on cleanliness and 
environmental responsibility, 
reaffirming the collective 
commitment to sustain the 
momentum of Swachhata Hi 
Seva and make Jammu & Kashmir 
a model of rural sanitation 
excellence.

Rana lays foundation stone for 
approach roads to Mendhari Nallah

Also reviews developmental scenario of Mendhar Constituency

Active participation of citizens, 
panchayats must for achieving vision 

of a clean, green J&K: Javid Dar
Addresses culmination ceremony of Swachhotsav 2025 at Srinagar

Adopt proactive approach to 
bring shadow areas under network 

coverage: Div Com to BSNL

Rana reviews relief, 
rehabilitation efforts for Kalaban 

landslide victims

Mega Awareness, 

Distribution Camp 

organised at Achabal
FE News Network

ANANTNAG: A mega awareness and distribution camp was 
organised by the Department of Social Welfare, Anantnag in 
collaboration with the District Information Center, Anantnag 
and Cultural Wing, DIPR Kashmir at Achabal.

Secretary DLSA, Fozia Paul graced the event as Chief Guest 
while SDPO Achabal attended as Guest of Honour.

 Principal GHSS Achabal, 
TSWOs, officials of SW & 
other departments, civil 
society members and a large 
number of senior citizens 
attended the camp.

Addressing the 
gathering, Secretary DLSA 
briefed about the legal 
services and rights available 
to the senior citizens and 
called for implementing 

holistic measures for the elderly and senior citizens so they 
age with respect and dignity. She advocated for a rights based 
approach to ensure social security and overall welfare of senior 
citizens and other vulnerable sections of society.

On the occasion, officers from Social Welfare highlighted 
the services and facilities provided by the department to senior 
citizens such as Old Age Pension, Hearing Aids and Old Age Homes.

During the program, colorful cultural items like skits and 
songs on rights of senior citizens and Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan 
were presented by the artists of Cultural Wing, DIPR Kashmir.

At the conclusion, carrom boards and other sports kits were 
distributed among the senior citizens for their recreation and 
psychological well being.

Shantamanu Inaugurates

 Mega Science Event At Jammu

FE News Network

MENDHAR: Minister for Jal Shakti, Forest, Ecology & 
Environment and Tribal Affairs, Javed Ahmed Rana laid 
the foundation stone for the construction of approach 
roads to the downstream bridge over the Mendhari Nallah.

The vital infrastructure project, sanctioned at a cost of 
₹339.20 lakhs, will be executed by the Roads & Buildings 
(R&B) Department.

During the foundation-laying ceremony, Rana directed 
the Executive Engineer of the R&B department to ensure 
the project is completed within the stipulated timeline.

He stressed the importance of adhering to high quality 
standards and technical specifications, emphasizing that 
durable road infrastructure is essential for long-term 
public convenience and regional development.

Reaffirming Omar Abdullah Government’s commitment 

to enhancing road connectivity in remote and underserved 
areas, Rana noted that improved infrastructure is a key 
driver of socio-economic growth and accessibility in 
rural areas

Later, the Minister chaired a comprehensive review 
meeting to assess the overall developmental scenario 
in Mendhar Constituency.

Highlighting the crucial role of horticulture and 
agriculture in bolstering the rural economy, Rana called 
for increased outreach and awareness among farmers 
and the general public regarding various government 
schemes and welfare initiatives.

He directed the concerned departments to organize 
awareness camps, workshops and field demonstrations 
at the village level to ensure that information reaches 
the grassroots, enabling maximum public participation 
and benefit.

The Minister also held a detailed review of ongoing 
and proposed works under the Pradhan Mantri Gram 
Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) and the Public Works Department 
(PWD).

He instructed officials to expedite the tendering 
process, monitor progress rigorously, and ensure timely 
completion of all infrastructure projects.

He also reviewed the status of road restoration 
efforts following recent landslides and directed the 
timely preparation of Detailed Project Reports (DPRs) 
for new road projects under various schemes.

In the education sector, Rana called for swift 
implementation of developmental initiatives aimed at 
improving educational infrastructure, teaching standards 
and learning outcomes.

He emphasized the need for optimal utilization of 
existing human resources and integration of digital learning 
tools to enhance the quality of education, particularly 
in rural schools.

Addressing the healthcare situation, the Minister 
highlighted the importance of improving healthcare 
access and service delivery in underserved areas.

He directed health officials to undertake outreach 
programs to enhance community awareness and ensure 
equitable access to primary healthcare services.

The Minister underscored the importance of 
interdepartmental coordination, proactive governance 
and transparency in the execution of development works.

“The Government is committed to ensuring inclusive 
and holistic development that reaches every section of 
society, especially those in far-flung and rural areas,” 
Rana stated.

The meeting was attended by senior officers from 
Agriculture, Horticulture, Education, Health, Rural 
Development, PWD and PMGSY departments, along 
with field-level officers and representatives from various 
line departments.

FE News Network

MENDHAR: Minister Jal Shakti, Forest, 
Ecology & Environment and Tribal Affairs, 
Javed Ahmed Rana convened a meeting with 
Sub-Divisional staff in Mendhar to assess the 
ongoing relief and rehabilitation measures 
for families affected by the recent landslide 
tragedy in Kalaban.

During the review, the Minister stressed 
on the importance of comprehensive and 
transparent evaluation of damages incurred 
due to the natural calamity.

He directed officials to ensure that no 
affected family is overlooked, and that the 
assessment process remains fair, accurate 
and inclusive.

“The Government is fully committed 
to stand with every family affected by this 
tragedy. All necessary measures are being 
taken to ensure timely relief, rehabilitation and 
assistance to the affected individuals,” he said.

Rana also called for enhanced coordination 
between administrative officers and on-ground 
response teams to streamline rehabilitation 
and restoration efforts.

He urged for expedited preparation of 
compensation proposals and long-term 
rehabilitation plans, ensuring they reflect 
the real needs of the victims.

Rana issued clear instructions for prompt 
follow-up actions and regular progress reviews 
to monitor implementation on ground.

FE News Network

JAMMU: Additional Chief 
Secretary (ACS), Higher Education 
department, Shantamanu 
inaugurated the 52nd Rajya Stariya 
Bal Vaigyanik Pradarshani (RSBVP) 
2024-25 and  Divisional Level 
National Science Seminar (NSS) 
2025, held together as a Mega 
Science event at Krishi Bhawan 
Talab Tillo here.

The event was hosted by 
the State Council of Educational 
Research & Training (SCERT) J&K, 
Divisional Office Jammu and 
marked the divisional culmination 
of these nationally acclaimed 
science initiatives.

 Joint Director DSEJ, Joint 
Director SCERT, Joint Director 
Central, experts from NCERT, New 
Delhi- Prof. Ramavatar Meena 
and Prof. T. P. Sharma, National 
RSBVP Coordinator, students and 
other officers were present on 
the occasion.

 The event witnessed 
enthusiastic participation from 
seventy young innovators, twenty 
seminar toppers and teachers 
from the ten districts of Jammu 
Division.

The ACS in his captivating 
address on the occasion, motivated 

the students to embrace curiosity, 
strengthen scientific foundations 
and step forward with confidence 
to shape their future and wished 
them to begin their journey 

as innovators and leaders of 
tomorrow.

In her opening remarks, 
Joint Director SCERT, Prof. 
Sindhu Kapoor, praised the 
efforts of students and educators 
emphasizing SCERT Jammu’s 
commitment to fostering scientific 
passion, creativity and innovation 
among the young minds for the 
betterment of the society.

Under the 52nd Rajya Stariya 
Bal Vaigyanik Pradarshani 
(RSBVP), sponsored by NCERT, 
forty seven innovative models 

were exhibited under the theme 
“Science and Technology for 
Society”. The exhibits addressed 
pressing issues like natural 
farming, waste management, and 

renewable energy solutions and 
were evaluated by an expert jury 
comprising faculty members of 
different colleges. Twenty-one 
outstanding models (three from 
each sub-theme) were shortlisted 
to represent Jammu Division at 
the 52nd Rashtriya Bal Vaigyanik 
Pradarshani 2025.

The Science Seminar saw ten 
district-level winners delivering 
insightful presentations on the 
theme “Quantum Age Begins: 
Potential and Challenges.” Their 
talks blended traditional wisdom 

with modern sustainability 
practices and were enriched 
by the expert inputs from Dr. 
Meenakshi Gupta, Professor of 
Agronomy, SKUAST-Jammu.

The first position 
was bagged by Thakur 
Anirudh Singh from The 
Nature Lap International 
HS Pouni(Reasi), Banshika 
Devi from Vikas Memorial 
High School Laiter, Reasi 
secured second place 
and Sachi Sharma from 
Spring Dale English School 
Changran stood third.

Thakur Anirudh 
Singh from The Nature 
Lap International HS 
Pouni(Reasi), securing 

first position will showcase his 
talent at the UT-level, with the 
opportunity to represent Jammu & 
Kashmir and showcase their talent 
at the National Science Seminar 
2025 in Bangalore.

Deputy Secretary, School 
Education Department, in her 
concluding remarks, lauded 
the efforts of the students and 
SCERT Jammu for organizing such 
enlightening programs. She gave 
away the medals and certificates 
to the students in recognition of 
their remarkable efforts.

GMC Srinagar administrator 
Mohammad Ashraf Hakak honoured 

with ‘Pride of India Award’

FE News Network

SRINAGAR: Mohammad Ashraf Hakak (JKAS), 
the Administrator of Associated Hospitals at 
the Government Medical College (GMC) in 
Srinagar, was felicitated with the prestigious 
‘Pride of India Award’ on Saturday.

The award was presented in recognition 
of Hakak’s exceptional and professional 
contributions to his field, which have significantly 
impacted the healthcare administration in the 
region.

The ceremony was attended by senior officials 

from the medical fraternity. Dr. Iffat Hussan 
Shah, the Principal of GMC Srinagar, along with 
Sarwar Khan, Director of the Associated Colleges 
and Faculty Institutions (ACFI) Kashmir, jointly 
honoured him with the accolade.

The ‘Pride of India Award’ acknowledges 
individuals who have demonstrated outstanding 
dedication and excellence in their professional 
domains.

 Hakak’s work in streamlining the 
administration of the associated hospitals under 
GMC Srinagar has been widely praised, making 
him a deserving recipient of this honour.

Kashmir literature 
fest second edition to 
begin from Oct-11

FE News Network

SRINAGAR: The much-awaited 
second edition of the Kashmir 
Literature Festival is all set to 
commence from 11th to 12th 
October at the Sher-i-Kashmir 
International Conference Centre 
(SKICC) in Srinagar. Following the 
success of its inaugural edition in 
December last year, the festival aims 
to celebrate and revive Kashmir’s 
rich literary and intellectual heritage.

Organized by the Shrikula 
Foundation, the festival according 
to the news agency—Kashmir News 
Observer (KNO) will bring together 
eminent authors, scholars, and 
intellectuals from across India.

Among the participants of the 
fest includes former Vice Chancellor 
of Kashmir University, Khurshid 
Andrabi,

 JK Bank Managing Director 
Amitabh Chatterjee, and noted 
Kashmiri writer Neerja Mattu, 
who will be part of the Kashmiri 
literature speaker panel. 

The festival will be inaugurated 
by the Lieutenant Governor Manoj 
Sinha at 10 am on 11th October.

The festival has emerged as 
a platform for Kashmiri youth to 
engage with intellectuals, fostering 
dialogue between students from 
various institutions and prominent 
writers.

Speaking about the event, a 
member of the organizing committee 
said, “Last year, I was invited merely 
as an audience member.
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       PRIYANKA SAURABH

India has made remarkable progress in 
science and technology over the past few 
decades. Indian scientists are recognized 
globally in areas such as the space program, 
biotechnology, artificial intelligence, the 

digital economy, and nanotechnology. 
Women’s participation in this journey has 
proven to be more than merely formal, but 
rather concrete and effective. The contributions 
of Dr. Tessy Thomas, known as the Missile 
Woman, or the Chandrayaan-3 mission’s 
female scientists Kalpana Kalahasti and Ritu 
Karidhal are vivid examples of this. This 
demonstrates that the role of Indian women 
scientists is no longer merely symbolic; they 
have become the driving force behind real 
change.

Yet, the other side of the picture is worrying. 
While the number of girls studying science 
and technology in India is large, this number 
steadily declines as they reach research and 
leadership positions. This trend is known 
as the “leaky pipeline.” The 2022 report of 
the All India Survey on Higher Education 
shows that women’s participation in science 
and technology at the graduate level is 
approximately 43 percent. This figure would 
be a matter of pride for any country. However, 

when these same girls pursue research and 
development, only 14 percent remain in this 
field. Furthermore, the number of female 
faculty in higher education institutions is 
limited to approximately 15 percent. The 
country’s most prestigious institutions, such 
as the IITs, IISc, or CSIR, have never been 
headed by a woman.

Inequality is also evident in the world of 
scientific awards and recognition. Of the 
more than six hundred Shanti Swarup 
Bhatnagar Prizes awarded until 2023, only 
sixteen were awarded to women scientists. 
This data suggests that while women enter 

science and technology with equal enthusiasm 
at the initial stage, as responsibilities and 
pressures increase, their numbers dwindle. 
This is the leakage that undermines national 
excellence.

This leakage has many layers. Motherhood 
and family responsibilities impact women’s 
careers the most. Long working hours, high-
pressure projects, and a lack of flexible options 
lead many talented women to drop out. 
Institutional structures also remain male-
dominated. Promotion and leadership 
positions in universities and research 
institutes are difficult for women. Informal 
networks, social biases, and gender stereotypes 
further exacerbate this difficulty.

Funding and recognition are also a major 
challenge. Women are often given less priority 
in research grants, limiting the direction of 
their projects and the potential for innovation. 
Social perceptions also consider science a 
male-dominated field, often discouraging 
girls from pursuing it. Even if a woman takes 

a career break, re-entry becomes extremely 
difficult. While the Department of Science 
and Technology’s Women Scientists Scheme 
exists, its reach remains limited.

This problem not only hinders women’s 
individual achievements, but is also deeply 
linked to India’s future. As India resolves to 
fulfill the dream of a developed India, ignoring 
the participation of half the population in 
scientific innovation and research could 
prove self-defeating. The World Bank estimates 
that increasing women’s participation in 
science and technology could generate an 
additional $700 billion in growth for the Indian 

economy by 2025. If women contribute equally 
to the fields of artificial intelligence, clean 
energy, biotechnology, and digital technology, 
India’s global competitiveness will 
automatically increase.

It’s also a question of India’s global image. 
Concrete steps towards gender equality are 
consistent with India’s international 
commitments and leadership aspirations. 
When Indian women scientists speak on 
global issues like climate change at 
international forums, it becomes a symbol 
of India’s credibility. Furthermore, it’s a 
question of the aspirations of future 
generations. If we ensure equal opportunities 
for women in science today, tomorrow our 
daughters will be filled with confidence and 
will consider science a field of choice.

The government has taken some positive 
steps. Initiatives such as the Department of 
Science and Technology’s Kiran Scheme, 
the Women Scientists Scheme, and the SERB 
Power Fellowship have been created to 

encourage young women researchers. ISRO 
and DRDO have implemented flexible working 
hours, extended maternity leave, and work-
from-home options. Gender sensitivity 
committees have also been formed in many 
institutions. But this remains insufficient. 
There is a need to expand the reach of these 
schemes and implement them effectively.

The way forward is to establish minimum 
representation thresholds for women in 
research institutes and universities. Ensure 
special funding for women-led projects. Ease 
re-entry after career breaks and provide 
increased re-entry fellowships. Build 
mentoring bridges between senior women 
scientists and new researchers. Above all, 
change the mindset of society. Families and 
society must accept that science is not a 
domain of men, but of everyone.

Women in Indian science have progressed 
beyond a symbolic presence, but many barriers 

to leadership remain. These barriers are not 
only a personal loss but also a national one. 
If India is to become a knowledge power, this 
leakage must be stopped. True innovation 
and excellence are possible only when men 
and women stand shoulder to shoulder as 
equals in laboratories, universities, and 
research institutes. This is not just a question 
of equal opportunity, but also of India’s 
scientific future and global competitiveness.

Author is a Research Scholar in 
Political Science. He can be mailed at 

priyankasaurabh9416@gmail.com

The Unfulfilled Promise of Women in Indian Science
Forecast 

And Response
The familiar chill in the air and the forecast of a Western 

Disturbance remind us that Jammu and Kashmir is facing another 
tough weather season. The region will experience a new round 
of bad weather starting Sunday, bringing widespread rain and the 
first significant snowfall of the season at higher elevations. The 
real challenge is not just the weather but how ready the administration 
is and how the public will respond.

The Indian Meteorological Department has issued a clear 
advisory. From October 5 to 7, there will be light to moderate rain 
and thundershowers in the plains, along with snowfall at higher 
elevations. Some areas in Jammu and Kashmir might see intense 
rainfall. The potential effects are serious. There could be landslides 
and falling rocks on certain highways, and important mountain 
passes like Sinthan Top and Zojila may have to close. For the 
agriculture and horticulture sectors, which are currently in their 
peak harvest period, the risk is even greater. Unharvested crops 
and fruit-laden orchards are very susceptible to heavy rain and 
strong winds, which could lead to significant financial losses for 
farmers.

In this way, the high-level review meetings led by Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah and Divisional Commissioner Kashmir Anshul Garg 
are timely and welcomed. The guidelines - issues that ranged 
from keeping machinery on standby for snow clearance to confident 
coordination for the safe transportation of fruit from orchards to 
terminal markets, were spot on. Particularly, using High Molecular 
Weight Polyethylene plastic in snow ploughs to minimize damage 
to the road infrastructure was a thoroughly thought out detail to 
keep in mind at the forefront of sustainable infrastructure 
management while they facilitate clearing the way for movement 
of traffic.

But history of such weather events reminds us that the distance 
between the directive and the delivery could be great. The 
administrative apparatus needs to now move to a position of 
proactive execution from a state of plan. It is critical that the 
advisory for farmers to suspend harvest productive is communicated 
through every possible means of communication(p) - radio, cellular 
networks, and the government offices in localized committee - to 
be sure it reverberates as far as the last orchard in the most remote 
village. The dissemination of personnel and machinery must be 
advanced and not reactive. The perception of a single stranded 
vehicle on the Jammu-Srinagar highway or inoperable movement 
in clearing the Zojila pass could have a snowball effect on ruining 
a primary and critical feed into the supply chain.

For residents, this is a time for caution and community. People 
need to listen to the warnings, stay off the roads unless absolutely 
necessary, especially in elevated areas, and take whatever action 
they can to protect their property. While the arrival of the first 
snowfall of the season is enticing, the risk involved is very real.

 As the clouds build these next few days will not only put to 
the test the values learned from similar events, but also the 
integrity of the extensive plan outlined by the administration. 
The measure of success will be seen in the execution of the 
plan and its associated processes, as we stand back and watch 
the region and its citizens navigate this weather with little 
damage to human life, economic recovery, and infrastructure.  
Hopefully, this season will be one of vigilance and preparedness 
instead of peril.

Editorial

Beyond the Algorithm: Preparing Students for an AI World

DR. REYAZ AHMAD                                                           

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is reshaping 
industries, economies, and daily life. The real 
challenge for education today is not just to impart 
knowledge, but to cultivate the habits, skills, 
and values that AI cannot replace. Schools and 
universities must prepare students for a future 
where adaptability, creativity, and ethics matter 
as much as technical knowledge.

Beyond Information: Teaching Critical 
Thinking

AI delivers information instantly, but it cannot 
ensure accuracy or wisdom. Students must be 
trained to question, analyse, and filter knowledge. 
Educators must train students to:

•	 Evaluate information critically 
(distinguishing between fact, bias, and 
misinformation).

•	 Understand how AI systems work 
(algorithms, data, bias in machine learning).

•	 Develop media and digital literacy to 
responsibly consume and create content.

Habit to cultivate: “Always question the 
source, context, and purpose of information.”

“Education in the AI age is not about filling 
the mind with data, but about shaping the mind 
to use data wisely.”

Example: In the United States, Stanford 
University’s Center for AI Safety trains students 
to detect misinformation and bias in algorithms.

India Example: The Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT Madras) has introduced an online 
B.Sc. program in Data Science and AI, which 
emphasizes not only technical learning but also 
critical evaluation of digital information.

Creativity: The Human Edge
AI cannot replace human imagination. Project-

based learning, design thinking, and 
interdisciplinary approaches must form the 
backbone of education. Schools and universities 

should:
•	 Encourage students to approach 

problems from multiple perspectives.
•	 Integrate project-based learning where 

students use AI tools creatively.
•	 Promote interdisciplinary thinking 

(math + arts, science + ethics, business + 

technology).
Habit to cultivate: “Think beyond what 

exists—create, innovate, and explore the ‘what 
if.’”

Example: In Singapore, design labs encourage 
students to create AI-driven solutions while 
blending arts and philosophy.

India Example: The National Education Policy 
(NEP) 2020 highlights creativity and 
multidisciplinary learning. At Ashoka University, 
students combine AI projects with humanities, 
encouraging them to think beyond algorithms.

Adaptability and Lifelong Learning
As industries evolve, adaptability is more 

important than memorized facts. Education 
should prepare students to continuously re-skill. 
Institutions must:

•	 Teach learning how to learn as the 
most valuable skill.

•	 Foster adaptability, resilience, and 
openness to change.

•	 Provide opportunities for students 
to re-skill and up-skill through micro-credentials, 
online modules, and blended learning.

Habit to cultivate: “Embrace change as growth, 
not as threat.”

“The most valuable degree in the AI era is 
the ability to learn, unlearn, and relearn.”

Example: In Finland, AI literacy programs 
are offered to all age groups.

India Example: The AICTE (All India Council 

for Technical Education) has partnered with 
companies like Microsoft and Intel to introduce 
AI and machine learning modules in engineering 
colleges, ensuring students are ready for the 
industry.

Collaboration and Emotional Intelligence
AI cannot replicate empathy, leadership, or 

teamwork. Students must practice collaboration 
and communication. Education should:

•	 Encourage teamwork, peer-learning, 
and leadership opportunities.

•	 Build communication and negotiation 
skills.

•	 Promote diversity and cross-cultural 
understanding.

Habit to cultivate: “Value relationships as 
much as results.”

Example: At Harvard University, AI courses 
are combined with leadership seminars.

India Example: The Indian School of Business 
(ISB), Hyderabad integrates AI management 
studies with teamwork and case-based learning, 
preparing future leaders who can balance data 
with people skills.

Ethics in the AI World
Technology without ethics can be dangerous. 

Students must learn to use AI responsibly. Students 
must be trained to:

•	 Recognize the moral implications of 
technology.

•	 Uphold integrity in using AI for 

academic and professional purposes.
•	 Understand the social responsibility 

of innovation.
Habit to cultivate: “Ask not just ‘Can we do 

this with AI?’ but also ‘Should we?’”
Example: The University of Helsinki offers 

the global Elements of AI course, emphasizing 
ethics.

India Example: The Indian Institute of Science 
(IISc), Bengaluru has launched research projects 
on “ethical AI” focusing on fairness, accountability, 
and privacy, making ethics a core part of the 
curriculum.

Entrepreneurship and Opportunity
AI is a tool of innovation. Universities should 

nurture entrepreneurial mindsets. Schools and 
universities should:

•	 Encourage entrepreneurial thinking, 
risk-taking, and experimentation.

•	 Build financial literacy and innovation 
ecosystems on campus.

•	 Teach students how to convert ideas 
into startups or impactful projects using AI.

Habit to cultivate: “See challenges as 
opportunities to build solutions.”

Example: In Dubai, HCT innovation hubs 
link students with industry partners.

India Example:IIT Hyderabad has set up an 
AI Research and Innovation Hub, where students 
design startups in healthcare, agriculture, and 
education using AI-powered solutions.

Balanced Human–AI Partnership
AI should be seen as a partner, not a threat. 

Students must learn how to use it effectively 
while preserving human values, educators must 
prepare students to:

•	 Use AI as an assistant, not a substitute.
•	 Learn prompt engineering, automation 

tools, and AI-aided research methods.
•	 Balance screen time with mindfulness, 

creativity, and physical well-being.
Habit to cultivate: “Use AI to amplify your 

potential, not to replace your effort.”
Example: In Japan, AI tutors assist students 

while professors focus on mentorship.
India Example:CBSE (Central Board of 

Secondary Education) has already introduced 
AI as a subject in high schools, helping students 
use AI tools for projects while balancing them 
with ethical and creative applications.

The Road Ahead
The AI revolution is unstoppable. The real 

question is whether students will be passive 
consumers of technology, or active leaders shaping 
its future.

Curiosity, creativity, adaptability, empathy, 
and ethics—these are the real lessons of tomorrow. 
If schools and universities succeed in cultivating 
them, students will not only survive the AI era, 
but they will alsolead it with vision and 
responsibility.

As the saying goes:
“Education in the AI age is not about filling 

the mind with data, but about shaping the mind 
to use data wisely.”

Author Can be Mailed At
 reyaz56@gmail.com

Inequality is also evident in 
the world of scientific awards and 
recognition. Of the more than six 
hundred Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar 
Prizes awarded until 2023, only 
sixteen were awarded to women 
scientists. This data suggests that 
while women enter science and 
technology with equal enthusiasm 
at the initial stage, as 
responsibilities and pressures 
increase, their numbers dwindle. 
This is the leakage that 
undermines national excellence.

The National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 highlights 
creativity and multidisciplinary 
learning. At Ashoka University, 
students combine AI projects 
with humanities, encouraging
 them to think beyond
 algorithms.
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ADC Budgam Reviews Winter 
Preparedness In District

FE NEWS NETWORK

BUDGAM: In view of inclement 
weather conditions forecasted by the 

IMD, the Additional Deputy 
Commissioner (ADC) Budgam, today 
chaired a meeting to review the 
preparedness of all concerned 
departments.

The ADC directed officers to put 
in place a robust and comprehensive 
mechanism to mitigate public 
inconvenience.

He directed Executive Engineers, 
including the mechanical engineering 
wing, to formulate a detailed plan for 
snow clearance and restoration of road 
connectivity. He stressed to prioritze 
roads based on their strategic 
importance and traffic volume to ensure 
essential services and movement are 
not disrupted.

All Sub-Divisional Magistrates 
have been instructed to establish Control 
Rooms at their respective Sub-Divisional 

levels. These control rooms will function 
as the nodal points for public grievances 
and will monitor the daily progress 
of winter management efforts on the 

ground.
The Executive Officers of all 

Municipal Committees have been 
tasked with creating a dedicated plan 
to look after the sanitation, and sensitize 
the people not park their vehicles along 
the road side or even in the lanes which 
hinder the snow clearance efforts.

The PDD department has been 
directed to carry out advanced pruning 
of trees along power lines to prevent 
their uprooting from heavy snow, which 
is a major cause of power outages and 
damage to infrastructure.

The department was directed to 
keep adequate stock of transformers 
available at the district headquarters 
to mitigate the need during the winters.

The Assistant Director FCS&CA 
has been directed to create and maintain 
an advance buffer stock of essential 

commodities, with a special focus on 
ensuring the seamless supply to people 
living in the higher and remote reaches 
of the district.

CMO Budgam has been instructed 
to ensure the round-the-clock 
availability of paramedical staff and 
an adequate supply of medicines and 
medical equipment at all health centers 
to handle any winter-related 
emergencies.

Emphasizing the need for a 
seamless inter-departmental response, 
the ADC stated, “There shall be close 
coordination between all departments 
to achieve the best outcomes for the 
public conveniences. Our objective is 
to pre-empt challenges and ensure 
that the people of Budgam face minimal 
hardship this winter.”

The meeting was attended by ACR 
Budgam , CPO Budgam , all SDMs,CMO, 
all Executive Engineers, Officers of 
Municipal Committees, AD FCS&CA 
and other concerned.

DLSA Budgam Conducts 

Legal Awareness Program for Jail 

Inmates at Central Jail Srinagar

FE NEWS NETWORK

LADCs deputed to educate 
inmates on their legal rights, 

entitlements, and access 
to justice

BUDGAM: The District Legal Services Authority 
(DLSA), Budgam, organized the chain of events 
under the leaderships of Chief Justice of the High 
Court of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh and Patron-
in-Chief, J&K Legal Services Authority, Justice Arun 
Palli, and Executive Chairman, J&K Legal Services 
Authority, Justice Sanjeev Kumar.

The programmes were conducted under the 
directions of Member Secretary, J&K Legal Services 
Authority, Shazia Tabassum and under the 
supervision of Chairman, District Legal Services 
Authority Budgam, O.P. Bhagat, and under the 
guidance of Secretary, DLSA Budgam, Nusrat Ali 
Hakak.

The objective of the events/programmes was to 
educate jail inmates about their legal rights and 
entitlements at various stages of the criminal justice 
process specifically during Pre-Arrest, Arrest, and 
Remand and to verify the status of sentence completion 
remission, Parole & release orders, record any instance 
of over incarceration etc.

 DLSA Budgam had deputed its LADC’s viz Lateef 
Ahmad Khan (Chief LADC), Nazir Ahmad Wagay 
(Deputy LADC), and  Yawar Ali (Assistant LADC) to 
the central jail Srinagar who held discussions with 
the jail inmates and also covered essential legal aspects 
such as bail, parole, and furlough, with the aim of 
empowering prisoners to understand and assert their 
rights effectively. LADCs checked with the Jail authorities 
the status of the sentence completion etc. identified 
the UTP’s for UTC and deliberated upon the assignments.

On the occasion, Chief LADC Budgam, elaborated 
on Access to Justice at the Pre-Arrest, Arrest, and 
Remand Stages, emphasizing the importance of seeking 
timely legal aid and assistance. He also discussed the 
concepts of parole and furlough, explaining their 
procedures and benefits for   eligible inmates.

 Deputy LADC Budgam, highlighted the legal 
rights of individuals during the pre-arrest, arrest, 
and remand stages. He focused on key aspects such 
as bail, detention, the right to legal representation, 

and provisions related to premature release, parole, 
and furlough of prisoners under the Prisoners Rules, 
2022.

Assistant LADC Budgam, spoke on the procedures 
concerning premature release, parole, and the rights 
of under-trial prisoners. He also interacted with prison 
authorities and inmates, stressing the importance of 

adhering to the latest Standard Operating Procedures 
(SOPs) and ensuring that the legal and human rights 
of prisoners are duly protected.

 They also discussed the NALSA (Access to Legal 
Aid Services to Prisoners and the Functioning of 
Prison Legal Aid Clinics) Scheme, 2022, highlighting 
the role of Jail Visiting Lawyers and Para Legal Volunteers 
(PLVs) in ensuring effective implementation. It was 
emphasized that the Prison Legal Aid Clinics (PLACs) 
must ensure that every prisoner receives legal assistance 
to file and pursue appeals before the Courts within 
the prescribed time, thereby preventing the denial 
of the right to challenge convictions and sentences 
due to lack of legal representation.

 The PLACs were also urged to ensure that no 
prisoner remains in custody beyond the sentence 
imposed by law.

  The awareness programme marked a significant 
step towards empowering jail inmates with knowledge 
of their legal rights and facilitating their access to 
justice.

The DLSA, Budgam, reiterated its commitment 
to providing legal aid and assistance to the marginalized 
and vulnerable sections of society, including prisoners. 
The authorities expressed confidence that such 
awareness initiatives will play a vital role in promoting 
the cause of justice and ensuring that the rights of 
under-trial prisoners are protected and upheld.

Machail Mata 
Yatra Suspended For

 3 Days Due To
 Inclement Weather 

In Kishtwar
FE NEWS NETWORK

JAMMU: Authorities in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Kishtwar district suspended Machail Mata pilgrimage 
for three days from October 5 following an inclement 
weather advisory issued by the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD), an official said on Saturday.

Earlier, the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board 
had also announced suspension of the pilgrimage 
during the same period as a precautionary measure.

Sixty-five persons, mostly pilgrims, were killed 
and more than 100 injured, and 32 others remain 
untraced following a cloudburst in Chisoti, the 
gateway village to the Machail Mata shrine on August 
14. In another incident, 34 pilgrims lost their lives 
and 20 others were injured in a landslide along the 
Vaishno Devi track on August 26.

In view of the inclement weather advisory 
issued by the IMD, the movement of pilgrims towards 
the Machail Mata shrine shall remain suspended 
from October 5 to 7 as a precautionary measure, 
Kishtwar District Magistrate Pankaj Kumar Sharma 
said in an order.

He said the decision has been taken in view of 
the forecast of adverse weather conditions, including 
heavy rainfall and potential landslides in the region.

“No pilgrim shall be permitted to proceed 
towards the shrine during the said (suspension) 
period,” Sharma said, requesting cooperation from 
all stakeholders and the pilgrims.

Meanwhile, authorities have issued advisories 
urging people to remain vigilant and avoid flood-
and landslide-prone areas in the Doda district, 
following the IMD’s weather alert predicting rains 
and snowfall from October 4 to 7.

Doda Deputy Commissioner Harvinder Singh 
said that the residents should stay away from rivers 
and other water bodies and urged nomadic families 
not to camp near riverbanks. He further advised 
that pregnant women and critical patients be shifted 
to safer locations in advance.

“We have made all the arrangements. Teams 
of snow clearance and road clearance have been 
put in place. Route safety is our priority,” Singh told 
reporters in Doda.Jammu Tourism Guide

‘Manipulation Of ITC Claims, 
GST Invasion Requires Strict Vigil’

ADDC Shopian reviews progress under 
Mission Yuva, Dharti Aabha & Adi Karmayogi

FE NEWS NETWORK

SHOPIAN: Additional District Development 
Commissioner (ADDC) Shopian, Dr. Nasir 
Ahmed Lone reviewed the progress of Mission 
Yuva, Dharti Aabha and Adi Karmayogi here 
at Mini-Secretariat today.

The meeting was convened to take stock 
of the ongoing activities and progress achieved 
under the said programs and to formulate 
future strategies for their effective 
implementation in the district.

At the outset, ADDC highlighted the 
objectives of Mission Yuva, Dharti Aabha 
and Adi Karmayogi, stressing that these 
initiatives are aimed at empowering youth, 
creating livelihood, opportunities, 
strengthening self-employment avenues, 
promoting sustainable agriculture, ensuring 
skill development and building capacity of 
various sections of society. He emphasized 
that coordinated action plans are crucial 

for maximizing the impact of these 
programmes on the ground.

The ADDC reviewed department-wise 
achievements and sought inputs from the 
concerned officers regarding the present 
status of works and interventions being 
carried out. He laid stress on enhancing 
convergence among departments and directed 

officers to put in extra efforts for ensuring 
visible results.

ADDC directed for focussing on 
counselling, awareness and 
motivation programmes for youth 
to channelize their energies towards 
constructive and skill-based activities.

 The Health Department was asked 
to strengthen health awareness and 
wellness initiatives, while Agriculture 
and allied sectors were instructed 
to frame innovative models for 
sustainable livelihood.

Banking institutions were directed 
to ensure hassle-free credit linkages 
for youth entrepreneurs and self-help 

groups, while Employment officers were 
asked to organize regular orientation and 
entrepreneurship development programmes. 
The NRLM and DIC were also advised to 
work in close coordination with field 
functionaries to facilitate community 

mobilization and enterprise development.
ADDC emphasized that Mission Yuva and 

related initiatives are not mere schemes 
but platforms to transform the potential of 
youth into concrete development outcomes. 
He impressed upon all officers to monitor 
field activities regularly, identify bottlenecks 
and ensure saturation of benefits under 
various schemes.

The meeting concluded with the 
commitment that all line departments shall 
work in synergy to make Shopian a model 
district in terms of youth empowerment, 
livelihood generation and inclusive growth.

The meeting was attended by District 
Programme Officer, ICDS, Zaheer Ahmed; 
SDM, Zainapora, Bilal Ahmed; Chief Medical 
Officer, Shopian along with BMO Keller, 
Chief Agriculture Officer, Lead District Bank 
Manager, Assistant Director Employment, 
District Aadhaar Manager and other 
concerned.

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The recent Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) reforms aimed at easing compliance and lowering 
costs on essential commodities have been widely 
welcomed across industries and consumer groups. 
However, concerns are mounting over tax evasion 
practices in key sectors such as cement and automobiles, 
potentially undermining the benefits of the reforms.

The reforms announced last month include rate 
cuts on essential goods and the simplification of return 
filing procedures.

While the overall response to the reforms has been 
positive, industry insiders and tax experts here have 
raised concerns over the alleged misuse of the Input 
Tax Credit (ITC) mechanism by certain players in 
different industries.

According to sources, some manufacturers may 
be underreporting their production volumes to evade 
taxes.

As per sources, “Certain factories don’t show the 
amount of production that is actually being produced 
but show less than the actual in order to evade GST. 
The remaining output is being sold without proper 

invoicing, leading to significant revenue losses for the 
government,” sources informed.

Such practices involve manipulating ITC claims, 
they said.

The automobile industry has also faced scrutiny 

in the past over classification disputes and ITC misuse, 
though no recent cases have been officially reported 
under the latest reform regime.

The sources said that there is a need to keep strict 
vigilance in this regard and enquire any such practices 
of fraud here
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Jal Shakti Minister reviews Parnai 
Hydro Power Project at Buffliaz

SURANKOTE: Jal Shakti Minister, Javed 
Ahmed Rana, reviewed the Parnai Hydro 
Power Project in Buffliaz, Surankote, high-

lighting the importance of prioritising the 
local communities’ interests in water resource 
management.

The Minister emphasized that the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir have the first right 
over their water resources, and it is es-
sential to protect and promote their inter-
ests. He emphasised the need to prioritise 

their interests in water management and 
utilisation.

The Minister highlighted the JK govern-

ment’s focus on hydropower development 
and energy self-sufficiency in Poonch.

Reviewing the progress on Parnai Hydro 
Power Project, he emphasized upon the 
executing agency to ensure timely comple-
tion.

The Minister was informed that the De-
tailed Project Report (DPR) for the Phagla 

Hydro Electric Project has been formu-
lated and is awaiting implementation to 
harness the region’s hydropower potential.

Under Phase-2 of the Parnai Project, ini-
tiation has been planned to make various 
areas of Mendhar adequately irrigated, 
promoting the local farming development 
and improving the quality of life for resi-
dents.

The Minister emphasized the importance 
of sustainable utilization of water resourc-

es, ensuring that the benefits of hydro-
power projects are shared equitably among 
the local communities. He stressed the 
need for community engagement and 
participation in decision-making pro-
cesses related to water resource manage-
ment.

He said that JK government led by Chief 
Minister Omar Abdullah remains commit-
ted towards protecting the interests of the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir and ensur-
ing that they receive a fair share of benefits 
from the region’s water resources. “Parai 
Hydro Power Project underscores this com-
mitment, aiming to promote equitable 
development and protect the rights of the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir over their 
natural resources, he added”

The Parnai Project aims to enhance en-
ergy security, promote economic growth 
and improve living standards in Poonch, 
he added.

Rana has been advocating for reviewing 
existing agreements and treaties to ensure 
that they are fair, equitable and just for the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir. This review, 
he maintains, will help to identify areas 
for improvement and ensure that the region’s 
water resources are utilised in a sustainable 
and equitable manner.

importance of youth-led development 
and grassroots entrepreneurship initiative.

Javid Dar launches Viksit Krishi 
Sankalp Abhiyan at SKUAST-Kashmir

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The inaugural ceremo-
ny, marking commencement of the 
Viksit Krishi Sankalp Abhiyan in 
Jammu & Kashmir, was held at Con-
vention Centre Sher-e-Kashmir Uni-
versity of Agricultural Sciences and 
Technology (SKUAST) Kashmir today, 
with Minister for Agriculture Produc-
tion, Javid Ahmad Dar presiding over 
the event.

This 15-day Abhiyan aims to educate 
the farmers about modern, region-
specific technologies for major Khar-
if crops, raise awareness about key 
government schemes and policies, 
promote use of Soil Health Cards for 
crop selection and balanced fertiliser 
application and collect grassroots 
feedback to guide farmer-centric in-
novations and agricultural research.

Addressing the gathering, the Min-
ister encouraged the farmers to engage 
directly with the agricultural scientists, 
assuring them of dedicated support 
to address their queries and chal-
lenges. He highlighted the vast po-
tential of agriculture and allied sectors 
to enhance the productivity through 
technology-driven practices.

“The government is committed to-
wards supporting the farmers through 
various Central and UT schemes with 
the goal of increasing farm income 

and making agriculture a viable live-
lihood for the younger generation, 
stated the Minister.”

Principal Secretary, Agriculture Pro-

duction Department, Shailendra Ku-
mar, also addressed the audience, 
underscoring the department’s achieve-
ments and the transformative impact 
of government interventions in im-
proving farmer livelihoods across the 
region.

As part of the event, a documentary 
film showcasing agricultural milestones 
in the Kashmir Division was screened 
and two publications related to agri-

cultural advancements were for-
mally released.

Earlier, the Minister visited the Chry-
santhemum Nursery to inspect the 

ongoing transplantation activities and 
review the progress on floriculture 
initiatives.

The event was attended by several 
dignitaries including Chairman DDC 
Srinagar, Altaf Malik; Member Legis-
lative Assembly Hazratbal, Salman 
Sagar; Vice Chancellor SKUAST-K, 
Professor (Dr.) Nazir A. Ganai; and 
Director Extension, SKUAST-K, Dr. 
Raihana Habib Kanth.

D&FCO issues Advisory for 

FBOs, Consumers on Artificial

 Fruit Ripening

Recommends use of
 approved source of Ethylene Gas; 

Warns against applying banned 
calcium carbide

 JAMMU: The Drug and Food Control 
Organisation(D&FCO) has advised the Food Business 
Operators (FBOs) dealing with storage, packaging, 
distribution and sale of Fruits & Vegetables to strict-
ly adhere to the prescribed guidelines during and 
post artificial ripening treatment to ensure safe and 
compliant ripening practices, failing which penal 
action as warranted under FSS Act2006 shall be ini-
tiated.

The Organization has specially issued advisory 
for repining of Climacteric Fruits- Fruits which are 
harvested at full maturity and can be further ripened 
during transit or storage like Banana, Guava, Avo-
cado, Mango, Apple, Pear, Apricot, Peach and To-
mato etc

Artificial ripening is the process by which ripen-
ing is controlled to achieve desired characteristics 
intended for better consumer acceptance. Fruit trade 
involves transporting fruits to distant places.  

It said that considering the issue of use of banned 
calcium carbide and non-availability of alternative 
ripening agent, Food Safety & Standards Authority of 
India (FSSAI) permitted the use of ethylene gas for 
ripening of fruits in India vide notification dated 
23.08.2016, subject to adherence to the SoPs by the 
Food Business Operators (FBOs).

A detailed SoP for use of Ethylene gas for artificial 
ripening has been notified by FSSAI and available at 
the official website https://fssai.gov.in/cms/guidance-
notes.php.

Artificial Ripening with Calcium Carbide, popu-
larly known as ‘Masala’ has been strictly banned in 
terms of sub-regulation 2.3.5 of Food Safety & Stan-
dards (Prohibition and Restrictions on Sales) Regula-
tion, 2011, due to its potential health hazards.

Recommending the use of   Ethylene Gas, D&FCO 
said that Ethylene is a hormone produced naturally 
within the fruits to stimulate ripening process. Eth-
ylene, being a natural hormone, does not pose any 
health hazard to consumers.

Ethylene gas, ethanol, ethephon, etc. can be used 

on fruits to trigger the ripening process in fruits, 
under controlled conditions of Humidity, Temperature 
and Exposure Time.

However, any source of ethylene gas coming in 
direct contact with fruits is not permitted.

Further, only the approved source of Ethylene 
Gas is allowed to be procured and used, besides en-
suring authenticity/purity of the sachets containing 
ethephon in powdered form and other components.

“Only those sachets must be used that are prop-
erly labelled mentioning details of manufacturer, 
composition, instructions for use etc. Use of Ethylene 
Gas for artificial ripening can be done upto the con-
centration of 100 ppm (100 µl/L) only” the organiza-
tion advised further.

Fruit should not occupy more than 75% of the 
volume of the chamber (as well as crate) during the 
treatment.

Gas leakage monitoring system should be installed 
in the commercial ripening chambers.

Stacking of boxes should be done keeping min-
imum 4-6 inches space from the walls and between 
the adjacent crates.

For detailed guidance note all the stakeholders 
have been advised to visit https://www.fssai.gov.in/
upload/uploadfiles/files/Guidance_Note_Ver2_Arti-
f ic ia l_Ripening_Fruits_03_01_2019_Re-
vised_10_02_2020.pdf

 Consumers also are advised to remain vigilant 
in the market and purchase fruits from known sellers/
reputed stores/dealers who declare that fruits sold 
have not been ripened using harmful/banned chem-
icals and to wash fruits thoroughly with potable 
water before its use/consumption to ensure its 
safety and quality.

Commissioner 

SMC reviews preparations 

for Mela Kheer 

Bhawani, Eid-ul-Adha 

celebrations

SRINAGAR: In order to assess the arrange-
ments for the upcoming Mela Kheer Bhawani 
and Eid-ul-Adha celebrations, Commissioner 
SMC, Dr. Owais Ahmed today chaired a com-
prehensive review meeting at the SMC Head-
quarters, Karan Nagar.

Primary focus was to ensure the imple-
mentation of effective sanitation and cleanliness 
measures to facilitate these important religious 
festivals.

The meeting was attended by senior SMC 
officers and officials, who discussed strategies 
to uphold hygiene standards during the fes-
tivities.

Commissioner emphasized the vital im-
portance of maintaining cleanliness in and 
around the Kheer Bhawani shrine and other 
religious sites across Srinagar

Special directives were issued regarding 
free hooper service for collection/disposal of 
animal skins and hides following Eid-ul-Adha, 
along with enhanced sanitation services around 
mosques and religious places. The meeting also 
stressed community participation in keeping 
the city clean and urged residents to actively 
contribute to sanitation efforts.

To assist the public, SMC reminded residents 
to utilize the 24x7 Control Room services es-
tablished for sanitation, waste management 
and related concerns. These helpline numbers 
are available round the clock to provide guid-
ance and support: 0194-2474499, 0194-2470465, 
1800-180-7038.

Commissioner reaffirmed the SMC’s com-
mitment in maintaining high hygiene standards 
and ensuring a safe, clean, and peaceful envi-
ronment during these festivals. He urged resi-
dents to cooperate with municipal authorities 
and make use of the helpline services for a 
smooth and successful celebration.

Ahead of Eid Ul Adha: DC Srinagar holds 

meeting of various Trade Associations
R&R Commissioner Reviews 

Arrangements For Kheer Bhawani Mela
FE NEWS NETWORK

Inspects progress
 on transit accommodation 

for PM package
 employees

SRINAGAR: Relief and Rehabilitation 
Commissioner (M), Dr. Arvind Karwani, 
took on the spot stock of arrangements 
being put in place for the ensuing Mata 
Kheer Bhawani Mela-2025.

Pertinent to mention that the Mata 
Kheer Bhawani Mela is scheduled to be 
held on 3rd June, this year, on the auspi-
cious occasion of Jyeshtha Ashthami. 
The Yatra, as part of the mela, will be 
flagged off from Jammu on 1st June at 
6 am. After a brief halt at Ramban, the 
Yatra will proceed for different destina-

tions like Tulmulla ( Gander-
bal), Tikker ( Kupwara), Devsar 
( Kulgam), Manzgam ( Kulgam) 
and Logripora (Anantnag) and 
reach the destination by af-
ternoon.

The Relief Organization will 
facilitate transportation of the 
devotees from Jammu, as per 
past practice.

Dr Karwani interacted with 
the concerned district admin-
istration of Ganderbal, Kulgam, 
Anantnag and Kupwara besides 
the Mandir Prabandhak Com-
mittee members and devotees. 
He reviewed the arrangements 
related to accommodation, 
sanitation, logistics, security 
and basic amenities for the 
Yatris.

Dr Karwani accompanied by the site 
engineers inspected various transit ac-
commodations for PM Package employ-
ees under construction in the North , 
South and Central Kashmir. He also in-
teracted with the PM package employees 
putting up at various locations in the 
Valley. He was apprised of various de-
mands of the employees like allotment 
of quarters, basic amenities and educa-
tion for their children.

The Commissioner assured the em-
ployees that all their genuine issues will 
be addressed in a phased manner.

He asked the Engineers to ensure qual-
ity work and speedy completion of the 
transit accommodation so that the pos-
session of the quarters can be given to 
the eligible employees at the earliest, as 
per the criterion laid down by the gov-
ernment.

FE NEWS NETWORK

Stresses self regulation
 by FBOs, ensuring quality
 and standard of essential 

commodities in City
SRINAGAR: Ahead of upcoming Eid-Ul-Adha 

celebrations, Deputy Commissioner (DC) Srinagar, 
Dr. Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat chaired a meeting with 
representatives of various Traders Association at 
Meeting Hall of the DC Office Complex here today 
regarding, regulation, quality and availability of 
food items in the district.

The meeting was among others attended by the 
Additional Deputy Commissioner, Mir Imtiyaz Ul 
Aziz; Additional Deputy Commissioner, Aadil 
Fareed; Assistant Commissioner Food Safety, 
Yamin Ul Nabi and other concerned besides, rep-
resentatives of different trade Associations includ-
ing Bakers Association, Butchers Association and 
Street Vendors Association.

At the outset, DC emphasized on ensuring best 

quality and hygienic food items at all Food Busi-
ness establishments across the City. He urged the 
representatives of the trade associations to ensure 
self regulations at their respective food establish-

ments by strictly adhering to the laid guidelines 
with regard to quality, and rates of the food items 
including bakery, meat, chicken, confectionary, 
fruits etc, particularly on upcoming Eid-Ul Adha.

Dr Bilal asked the representatives of the Trade 
Associations to sensitize their respective members 
regarding the self regulation, hygiene and to main-
tain quality and standard of essential commodities. 
He further asked them to ensure that all essential 
commodities are sold at Government approved 
rates.

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: In a bid to streamline 
traffic  mobility in the city, Divisional 
Commissioner Kashmir, Anshul Garg, 
chaired a high-level meeting with  
stakeholder departments to review 
ongoing and proposed measures aimed 
at decongesting major & interior roads 
in Srinagar city.

The meeting was attended by Vice 
Chairpersons of LCMA, VC SDA, SSP Traffic 
Srinagar, ADC Srinagar, Chief Engineer 
R&B, Joint Commissioner SMC, and 
representatives from the Wildlife, 
Transport, and SRTC departments.

The meeting held threadbare 
discussions on development of Multi-
Level Parking at different locations, 
Widening of Boulevard Road, development 
of Smart City charging Infrastructure, 
operationalization of  ITMS camers and 
traffic signals, regulation of E-Rickshaws 
and framing of Policy for influx of  used 
vehicle.

On the occasion, he laid emphasis  
on expediting the creation of multi-
parking facilities, particularly in high-
density areas such as Nishat, Shalimar 
Bagh, Jamia Masjid, Sanat Nagar, Bemina, 
and Batamaloo.

The meeting also discussed the 

impact of the  widening Boulevard Road 
to ease traffic pressure and enhance 
tourist and local movement besides 
allowing one-way traffic from Dalgate 
to Nehru Park.

Also, the meeting discussed the 

introducing one-way traffic movement 
on selected interior roads. It was decided 
to start the initiative on the pilot basis 
to assess its effectiveness before wider 
implementation.

Development of charging 

infrastructure for Smart City electric 
buses to avoid bunching of e-buses was 
also discussed.

Meanwhile, Div Com directed the 
Srinagar Smart City Limited (SSCL) to 
adhere to the committed timelines for 
the operation of traffic lights and ITMS 
cameras at 66 key junctions.

Further,  Div Com urged to encourage 
private landowners along Boulevard 
Road to partner with the administration 
by lending land for parking purposes 
on tripartite basis.

He also called for regulation of 
e-rickshaws and demarcation of ‘No-Go 
Zones’ to reduce congestion on main 
roads. The meeting deliberated on the 
need for a policy to regulate the increasing 
number of used vehicles being brought 
into Kashmir Valley.

To ensure effective execution, Div 
Com directed all departments to 
categorize proposed measures into short-
term, mid-term, and long-term actions. 
He stressed on inter-departmental 
coordination and strict adherence to 
timelines to deliver impactful results.

Garg also emphasized for removal 
of bottlenecks across key corridors and 
urged all departments to work collectively 
to improve the urban transport ecosystem 
in Srinagar.

Divisional Commissioner Kashmir Reviews 
Measures to Decongest Srinagar Roads
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Western Disturbance
SAMPARK and BEACON, to keep adequate 

machinery on standby for snow and debris 
clearance at vulnerable spots to maintain 
uninterrupted road connectivity.

Notably, the Divisional Commissioner 
Kashmir Anshul Garg, also convened an urgent 
meeting on Thursday with officials from key 
departments to review preparedness and 
mitigation plan.

During the meeting, Divisional Commissioner 
instructed concerned departments to ensure 
immediate deployment of personnel and 
machinery at critical locations to facilitate 
swift snow clearance.

He stressed the importance of completing 
the tendering process for the winter snow 
clearance plan by October 31, and directed 
the deployment of trained and experienced 
machinery operators to avoid damage to road 
infrastructure. He urged use of High Molecular 
Weight Polyethylene plastic in snow ploughs 
to enhance efficiency and minimize road 
wear—(KNO)

Better
who often face steep travel costs, he said.
Singh said that earlier attempts to develop 

an airstrip in Kishtwar faced hurdles, and 
fresh feasibility and land assessment studies 
are now being initiated to find a feasible solution.

Referring to Kishtwar as an “aspirational 
agricultural district”, he highlighted that an 
airport there would boost the region’s economy, 
especially the agricultural economy, by helping 
local saffron cultivators and farmers reach 
wider markets.

The minister said that he would personally 
take up the matter of land requisition, wherever 
required, with the chief minister and chief 
secretary.

He also reviewed the ongoing expansion of 
Jammu airport, which is being upgraded at 
a cost of around Rs 860 crore, according to a 
statement.(PTI)

BJP
which separate elections will be held, it will 

field only one candidate for the remaining two 
seats, which will be contested in a single election.

The BJP is expected to field the first two candidates 
for a ‘symbolic’ fight against the ruling NC-led 
alliance, which is likely to win both these seats 
comfortably. However, the party is expected to 
field a strong candidate for one of the two remaining 
seats, where it has strong chances of winning.

The BJP’s decision to field candidates on all 
seats will ensure an election for the first two 
seats, which usually went uncontested in the 
past, as the ruling party would win them unopposed.

Addressing a press conference in Jammu earlier 
in the day, Sethi said the focus of the meeting 
was on the kind of individuals needed to represent 
the party in the Rajya Sabha.

“It was not about specific individuals, but rather 
the qualities of individuals who can effectively 
represent the party in the Rajya Sabha,” he said.

He added that the views of the core group would 
be conveyed to the party high command—(KNO)

IGP Reviews
related to the use of Artificial Intelligence 

and Machine Learning in law enforcement,” 
he said.

Officers were also encouraged to devise 
national-level strategies for law enforcement 
and to innovate to bring measurable 
improvements in police functioning, the officer 
said.

The IGP emphasised aligning all initiatives 
with the national vision of transforming India 
into a developed nation by 2047.

He underscored the importance of timely 
compliance with pending directives and 
ensuring that national-level policing guidelines 
are implemented in letter and spirit.

Chhattisgarh is set to host for the first time 
the All-India DGP-IGP Conference next month, 
where issues related to internal security, 
ongoing operations against Naxals, and 
cybersecurity will be discussed.

The 60th edition of the three-day conference, 
beginning November 28, will be inaugurated 
by Union Home Minister Amit Shah, while 
the valedictory session is likely to be attended 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

About 250 officers in the ranks of DGP and 
IGP are expected to physically attend the 
meeting, while more than 200 others will 
participate virtually.

A separate preparatory meeting was held 
today, under the chairmanship of Inspector 
General of Police, Jammu Zone, Bhim Sen 
Tuti, IPS, to review arrangements for the 
forthcoming National Police Commemoration 
Day, to be observed on October 21.

The IGP Jammu underscored the importance 
of the day, noting that Police Commemoration 
Day is not only a solemn occasion to honour 
the supreme sacrifices of police martyrs but 
also an opportunity to reinforce the bond 
between the police and the public.

He called upon all officers to ensure that the 
events are conducted in a dignified and seamless 
manner befitting the occasion. (PTI)

PM Unveils
of Bharat Ratna Karpoori Thakur, the Prime 

Minister said that he devoted his entire life 
to social service.

 Modi said that the skill university, which 
is being established in his name, will serve 
as a powerful means to carry forward that 
vision. 

 The Prime Minister also said that the GST 

Bachat Utsav’ is currently underway in the 
country and it is a time for double bonus for 
the youth of Bihar. The Prime Minister also 
congratulated the youth of Bihar and the 
country for the reduction in GST.

 On this occasion, Modi also inaugurated 
one thousand 200 Vocational Skill Labs 
established in 400 Navodaya Vidyalayas and 
200 Eklavya Model Residential Schools across 
34 States and Union Territories.

 The Prime Minister also launched Bihar’s 
revamped Mukhyamantri Nishchay Svyam 
Sahayata Bhatta Yojana, under which nearly 
five lakh graduate youth every year will receive 
a monthly allowance of one thousand rupees 
for two years, along with free skill training.

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi also felicitated 
46 All India Toppers from Industrial Training 
Institutes under the Ministry of Skill 
Development and Entrepreneurship at the 
event.

 Union Minister of  Skill Development and  
Entrepreneurship Jayant Singh also reiterated 
Mr Modi’s vision of making the country a 
global skill centre. Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar joined the event virtually.(PIB)

J&K Govt
news agency—Kashmir News Observer 

(KNO).
As per circular, all administrative departments 

have been directed to submit their 
recommendations to the Finance Department 
no later than October 30, after due scrutiny 
of the estimates.

“All administrative secretaries are requested 
to send budget proposals in respect of each 
HOD to the Finance Department by the notified 
date,” the circular states.

The calendar for discussion of departmental 
budget proposals shall be notified separately.

As per the circular, budget preparation at 
the Drawing and Disbursing Officer (DDO) 
and Head of Department (HOD) levels shall 
be completed by October 20 and October 25, 
respectively.

According to guidelines issued by the Finance 
Department, the Revised Estimates for 2025–
26 and Budget Estimates for 2026–27 shall be 
prepared against sanctioned posts for filled 
positions only, without any provision for vacant 
or deputation posts.

“A separate statement showing provision 
for vacant posts for 12 months in Budget 
Estimates 2026–27 and for six months in Revised 
Estimates 2025–26 shall be appended with the 
budget proposals,” the guidelines state.

The Finance Department has also directed 
that no creation of posts shall be anticipated 
or budgeted for in either the Revised Estimates 
2025–26 or the Budget Estimates 2026–27 for 
the ensuing financial year.

According to the department, both the Revised 
Estimates for 2025–26 and Budget Estimates 
for 2026–27 related to works shall be projected 
by each HOD, DDO, and Budget Controlling 
Officer in consultation with the respective 
MLAs.

“Revised Estimates 2025–26 under CDF, DDC/
BDC, and PRI/ULB grants shall be projected 
within the available grants, in consultation 
with Hon’ble MLAs, DDCs, BDCs, and PRI 
members,” the guidelines emphasise—(KNO)

Class 10
JK BOSE has granted concession of 15% 

syllabus, making attempt of 85% marks 
equivalent to 100%.

The J&K BOSE has urged students to prepare 
seriously for the examinations while renewing 
its commitment to conduct the exams in 
observance of high standards of transparency.

The BOSE has exhorted invigilatory staff to 
be completely professional while discharging 
their duties in order to safeguard the purity 
and integrity of exams and requested school 
education department to extend cordial 
support in smooth and fair conduct of the 
examination. (DIPR)

Focus
is actively discussing Ladakh with several 

rounds of talks ongoing.
He said that the BJP created the Union 

Territory of Ladakh, carving five districts out 
of two, and granted UT status to those seeking 
separation.Chug added that under PM Modi’s 
leadership, Ladakh, like Jammu & Kashmir, 
is witnessing a new chapter of progress and 
development—(KNO)

J&K Govt
permitted for sale, while raw or semi-processed 

meat brought without temperature control 
will face immediate disposal,” he said—(KNO)

BGSBU academia hails 
remarkable progress made 

by University  
Flays elements spreading false 

narrative against the Varsity

RAJOURI: Baba Ghulam Shah Badshah 
University (BGSBU) Rajouri has strongly 
condemned the deliberate attempts being made 
to tarnish the University’s image, particularly 
at a time when the admission process is underway.

The University fraternity firmly asserts that 
such baseless and misleading narrative is intended 
to undermine the remarkable progress BGSBU 
has achieved in recent months across academic 
and administrative fronts.

Since Abhishek Sharma, Deputy Commissioner 
Rajouri, assumed additional charge as Registrar 

around eight months ago, BGSBU has undergone 
a phase of transformative growth and renewal. 
Aligned with the vision of the National Education 
Policy (NEP) 2020, the University has rolled out 
27 new Undergraduate and Postgraduate 
programmes, established six new academic 
departments, and launched four-year UG 
programmes with multiple entry–exit options 
to foster flexibility, innovation, and global 
competitiveness. The introduction of cutting-edge 
courses in Data Science, Artificial Intelligence 
and Machine Learning, along with comprehensive 
programmes in Tourism and Management at 
the Diploma, UG, PG, and Ph.D. levels, reflects 
BGSBU’s commitment to future-ready education.

This academic expansion has been mirrored 
by a remarkable surge in admissions, with over 
1,000 students enrolling across various Diploma, 
UG, and PG programmes this year—a testament 
to the growing confidence of students and parents 
in the University’s vibrant academic ecosystem 
and progressive governance model.

For the very first time, BGSBU has integrated 
field-based experiential learning into its academic 
structure, particularly for students of professional 
programmes. In a recent collaboration with the 
Border Roads Organisation (BRO), students were 
given the opportunity to visit and study key 
tunnel projects—an initiative designed to bridge 
classroom learning with real-world exposure 
and industry relevance.

Promoting linguistic diversity and regional 
identity, the University has established a Centre 
for Research in Gojri, Pahari and Kashmiri 
Languages and launched MA and BA programmes 
in these disciplines, reaffirming its dedication 
to safeguarding the cultural and linguistic heritage 
of the region.

BGSBU continues to advance its digital 
transformation and transparency agenda through 
the full-scale adoption of Samarth ERP, enabling 
end-to-end digitalization of admissions, 
examinations and student services and ensuring 
seamless, efficient and accountable governance.

In terms of infrastructure, the University has 
secured ₹20 crore under RUSA to strengthen its 
academic and physical infrastructure, and ₹2 
crore under CAPEX for the development of state-
of-the-art smart classrooms. Over the past year, 
developmental grants have been optimally utilized, 
ushering in a new era of growth after years of 
dormancy. Renovation of three hostels has been 
completed, with work on others in progress. A 
new academic block has been constructed to 
accommodate the growing student population, 
while renovation of faculty quarters, academic 
blocks and conference halls is also underway 
through concerned government agencies.

For the first time, smart classrooms are being 
established across multiple departments, equipped 
with modern teaching aids, interactive panels, 
and digital learning tools. This initiative represents 
a major leap towards transforming traditional 
teaching spaces into dynamic, technology-enabled 
learning environments that enhance student 
engagement, participation, and academic delivery.

Driving innovation and skill development, 
BGSBU has established a Startup Cell, an 
Entrepreneurship Development Cell, a Tinkering 
Lab, and an Institutional Innovation Council to 
nurture creative thinking, support student-led 
ventures and build a robust innovation ecosystem 
on campus.

Very recently, the University also hosted its 
first-ever Startup Hackathon, marking a milestone 
in its journey towards fostering creativity, 
innovation and problem-solving among students.

In pursuit of sustainability, the University is 
on course to become a carbon-neutral campus 
through a 1 MW solarization project in collaboration 
with the J&K Science and Technology Department 
and JKEDA—reflecting its long-term commitment 
to clean energy and sustainable practices.

To promote women’s empowerment and 
education, BGSBU offers special incentives, 
including a 50% fee concession for the only girl 
child and the top two meritorious female students, 
along with civil services coaching for 30 girls 
under the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Scheme.

For the first time, RFID-enabled identity cards 
have been introduced for students, faculty, and 
staff, enhancing campus security, operational 
efficiency and digital integration.

BGSBU has placed strong emphasis on student 
well-being and holistic growth. For the first time, 
a comprehensive University Induction Programme 
was conducted, with a special focus on mental 
health, drug abuse awareness and adjustment 
to university life — demonstrating the University’s 
proactive approach to supporting students beyond 
academics.

Baba Ghulam Shah Badshah University reaffirms 
its unwavering commitment to excellence, 
innovation, inclusivity and transparency. The 
University urges all stakeholders to disregard 
false and malicious propaganda and to continue 
their faith in BGSBU’s mission of shaping 
responsible, skilled and socially conscious citizens 
prepared to lead in a rapidly evolving world.
(DIPR)

Farooq Abdullah 
hospitalised in Srinagar

SRINAGAR: National Conference president 
Farooq Abdullah (87) has been hospitalised as 
he was not keeping well for the past few days, 
party leaders said on Saturday.

The former Jammu and Kashmir chief minister 
developed infection in the abdomen on Tuesday 
and was taken to a private hospital for treatment, 
the leaders said.

“He (Abdullah) was not keeping well for the 
past few days but his condition is getting better 
now. He is likely to be discharged later today or 
tomorrow,” a party leader said. (PTI)

 
 

Government of Jammu and Kashmir 

Agriculture Production &  
Farmers Welfare Department 

Of Agriculture Kashmir,Lal Mandi, 
Srinagar, J&K 

NOTIFICATION 

The Department of Agriculture in the Kashmir Division of Jammu and 
Kashmir has established 24/7 Control Rooms in all 10 districts OF 
KASHMIR DIVISION in response to the India Meteorological Department's 
(IMD) Weather Advisory for heavy rainfall, snowfall, and potential hazards 
like landslides and flash floods from October 4-7, 2025. These Control 
Rooms are tasked with monitoring weather conditions, coordinating with 
farmers, and facilitating rapid response to protect agricultural assets, 
including crops and orchards.  

For assistance or to report issues, farmers and stakeholders are advised to 
contact the following officers of the Agriculture Department, Kashmir:- 

Name Designation Mobile No. Email Address 

Aman Jyoti Joint Director Agri. 
Extension Kashmir 7889587594 agrijdaek-kmr@jk.gov.in 

Mohd Rafiq CAO Shopian 9797357385 CAOSHOPIAN123@GMAIL.COM 

Sabeena Kouser CAO Baramulla 9419033633 chiefagri-bla@jk.gov.in 

Asifa Nabi CAO Ganderbal 7006690696 CAOGBL123@GMAIL.COM 

Javed Samoon CAO Bandipora 7006630750 CAOBPRAGRI111@GMAIL.COM 

Idrees Bashir CAO Srinagar 9796702171 CAOSGR111@GMAIL.COM 

Naseer Ahmad Khan CAO Budgam 9797791871 CAOBUDGAM@GMAIL.COM 

Farooq Ahmad Reshi CAO Kulgam 9419017877 CAO1KULGAM@GMAIL.COM 

Waheed U Rehman CAO Pulwama 9419091753 AGRIPUL@GMAIL.COM 

Mohd Iqbal Khan CAO Kupwara 9622839097 CAOKUPWARA@GMAIL.COM 

Shahnawaz Shah CAO Anantnag 7889369803 AGRIANG@REDIFFMAIL.COM 

 

DIPK-6801/25   Dt: 04-10-2025 

Government of Jammu and Kashmir 
Agriculture Production & Farmers Welfare 

Department of Agriculture Kashmir,
Lal Mandi, Srinagar, J&K

Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
Public Works(R&B)DIVISION 

AWANTIPORA 
 Email: rb-awantipora@jk.gov.in 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

NO: T-1/EEA/4978-82 Dated:03/10/2025 

 
Extension Notice 

 
Subject:-    1.Restoration of Lethpora CTC Road 

2.Macadimization of Road at Alamdar Colony Shar shali Pampore. 
3.Restoration of Main Adda to Market Pampore 
4. Repair and Renovation of AEE Residential Quarter 
5.Renovation of District Tuberculosis office Unit at Tral Pulwama. 
 

Reference:-  This office e-NIT NO.45/EEA/RNB of 2025-26/3866-76Dated 30-08-2025 
                          This office e-NIT NO.57/EEA/RNB of 2025-26/4237-47 Dated15 -09-2025 
                          This office e-NIT NO.58/EEA/RnB of 2025-26/4248-58 Dated15 -09-2025 
                           

The critical dates for the above noted NIT are hereby extended as under: 
 
 
 
 
 

All other terms & Conditions shall remain same as per above mentioned NIT.  
 
                Sd/- 
Technical officer                                                                                                    sd/- 

Executive Engineer 
R&B Division Awantipora. 

 
 

 
Copy to the:- 

1.  Chief  Engineer PW(R&B) Department (South)Kashmir for favour of information. 
2. District Development Commissioner Pulwama for favour of information. 
3.  Superintending Engineer PWD(R&B)Circle, Shopian-Pulwama HQ: Pulwama for favour of information. 
4. Joint Director Information Department J&K Government Srinagar for publishing the NIT in two leading 

 Dailies before due date. 
5. AEE R&B Sub-Division Pampore/Awantipora/Tral for information. 
6. Head Draftsman, Divisional Office for information. 
7. Notice Board. 
8. I/CComputerSectionR&BDivisionAwantiporaforpublicationinwebsitewww.jktenders.gov.in 

 
 

1 Bid Submission End Date 09-10-2025upto4.00P.M 

2 Date & time of opening of Technical 
Bids(Online) 

                      10-10-2025upto12.00 P.M 

Trikolbal Cricket Club Clinches 
Baramulla Police Cricket Tournament 

Title at SNW Chanderhama Pattan
AKHTAR ALI 

PATTAN: The final match of the 
Baramulla Police Cricket Tournament 
was held today at SNW Chanderhama 
Pattan, where Trikolbal Cricket Club 
(TCC) lifted the coveted title after a 
thrilling encounter with HCC 
Hanjiwera.

Winning the toss, TCC opted to field 
first. HCC Hanjiwera set a target of 
139 runs in 18.1 overs. In reply, TCC 
Trikolbal chased down the target in 
just 16.4 overs, finishing at 147/7 to 
seal a memorable victory.

The grand finale was graced by DIG 
North Kashmir as the Chief Guest, 
along with SSP Baramulla, SDPO 
Pattan, DySP Pattan, and SHO Pattan, 
who encouraged the players and 
congratulated both teams for their 
spirited performances.

Individual awards were also 
presented on the occasion. Nayeem 
Ahmad of HCC Hanjiwera was declared 
Man of the Series for his consistent 
performance throughout the 
tournament, while Mustafa Ahmad 

of TCC Trikolbal was adjudged Man 
of the Match for his brilliant 
contribution in the final.

A total of eight teams participated 
in the tournament, which witnessed 
enthusiastic competition and 

showcased remarkable local cricketing 
talent. The Baramulla Police Cricket 
Tournament concluded on a high note, 
promoting sportsmanship, discipline, 
and youth engagement through the 
spirit of cricket. (ADVT)
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Nirmala 
Sitharaman 

Launches 
Nationwide 

Financial 
Awareness 

Campaign “Apki 
Puunji, Apka 

Adhikaar”

GANDHINAGAR: Union Finance 
Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman today 
launched the nationwide financial 
awareness campaign titled “Apki Puunji, 
Apka Adhikaar” (Your Wealth, Your 
Right) in Gandhinagar, Gujarat, marking 
a major step towards reuniting citizens 
with their unclaimed financial savings.

Addressing the gathering, Finance 
Minister Sitharaman said the campaign 
carries a “simple but powerful message” 
— that every rupee saved by citizens 
must ultimately return to them or their 
families. “Unclaimed deposits, insurance 
proceeds, dividends, mutual fund balances, 
and pensions are not mere entries on 
paper; they represent the hard-earned 
savings of ordinary families — savings 
that can support education, healthcare, 
and financial security,” she said.

Outlining the guiding vision of the 
campaign, the Finance Minister 
introduced the ‘3A Strategy’ — Awareness, 
Accessibility and Action. She explained 
that Awareness aims to inform every 

citizen about tracing unclaimed assets; 
Accessibility focuses on simplified digital 
tools and local outreach; and Action 
ensures time-bound, transparent claim 
settlements. “Together, these three pillars 
will bridge the gap between citizens and 
financial institutions, promoting dignity 
and confidence among beneficiaries,” 
she said.

The Finance Minister also commended 
the proactive role of regional rural banks, 
particularly Gujarat Gramin Bank, and 
other financial institutions for their 
outreach during KYC and re-KYC 
campaigns. “These efforts have helped 
citizens stay connected to their savings 
and entitlements, laying a strong 
foundation for the success of this 
campaign,” she said, urging all institutions 
to maintain the same dedication and 
outreach in tracing unclaimed assets 
nationwide.

Sitharaman also distributed certificates 
to beneficiaries who successfully 
reclaimed their unclaimed deposits from 

various institutions, symbolizing the 
start of the nationwide awareness drive.

Gujarat Finance Minister Kanubhai 

Desai described the campaign’s launch 
from Gujarat as a “moment of pride” for 
the state, assuring full support for its 
implementation through active outreach. 
“The unclaimed deposits are very useful 
for education, empowerment, and other 
financial needs of the beneficiaries,” he 

added.
A special message from Union Home 

Minister and MP from Gandhinagar, 
Amit Shah, was also played 
during the event. Shri Shah 
lauded the initiative as a 
“collective effort towards 
strengthening public trust, 
dignity, and empowerment,” 
urging citizens to participate 
actively in reclaiming their 
rightful savings.

Speaking at the event, 
Secretary, DFS, Shri M. 
Nagaraju, revealed that as of 
August 2025, over ₹75,000 crore 
in unclaimed deposits had 
been transferred to the RBI’s 

Depositor Education and Awareness 
Fund. Additionally, unclaimed insurance 
proceeds total over ₹13,800 crore, unclaimed 
mutual fund balances around ₹3,000 crore, 
and unpaid dividends exceed ₹9,000 crore. 
“Claims must be processed quickly, fairly, 
and without unnecessary hurdles so that 

citizens walk away with clarity and 
confidence,” he emphasized.

The Secretary further stated that nearly 
172 crore shares have been transferred 
to the Investor Education and Protection 
Fund (IEPF) so far, underscoring the 
scale of unclaimed financial assets. He 
added that the campaign supports the 
government’s larger goal of ensuring 
that financial inclusion translates into 
true financial empowerment.

The campaign will be implemented in 
all districts across States and Union 
Territories from October to December 
2025, featuring digital demonstrations 
and helpdesks to assist citizens in tracing 
and claiming their unclaimed financial 
assets.

Coordinated by the Department of 
Financial Services (DFS), Ministry of 
Finance, the campaign brings together 
the RBI, SEBI, IRDAI, PFRDA, and IEPFA, 
along with banks, insurance companies, 
mutual funds, and pension institutions, 
on a single platform. (PIB)

Rahul Gandhi Has Turned Into ‘Leader
 Opposing Bharat’: Anurag Thakur

SHIMLA: Former Union minister and 
MP Anurag Thakur on Saturday attacked 
Leader of Opposition Rahul Gandhi over 
his recent remarks on India and the 
RSS, and said that opposing India 
everywhere has now become a part of 
Gandhi’s nature and he has now turned 
into “leader opposing Bharat”.

Thakur said this while addressing the 
people during his visit to Himachal 
Pradesh’s Mandi. He said that even 
during Operation Sindoor and air strikes 
on Pakistan, Gandhi continued to “praise 
Pakistan” while being in India.

“What is the compulsion that makes 
Rahul Gandhi oppose India at every 
step?” he asked. He further claimed that 
because of such behaviour and his 
“affection” towards Pakistan, Gandhi 
has already lost 90 elections, and now 
Congress’ defeat in Bihar is also certain.

He also spoke on the issue of the state 
government terming the release of an 
additional devolution instalment of Rs 
843 crore from the Centre as insufficient, 
and said, “While the central government 
is providing thousands of crores of rupees 
to Himachal Pradesh, Congress leaders 
in Himachal are trying to mislead the 
people instead of thanking the central 

government.
“Congress’ own election 

guarantees have failed 
miserably and have remained 
only on paper,” said Thakur.

He also lashed out at Chief 
Minister Sukhvinder Singh 
Sukhu and said that the state 
government has failed to 
spend funds received by the 
central government on time 
and is unable to submit 
utilisation certificates. 
Thakur also asked the CM 
how many families had been 
given the Rs seven lakh 
compensation for building 
permanent houses after the 
2023 disaster and how many 
affected families had truly 
been helped. (PTI)

Japan’s Ruling Party Elects Sanae 

Takaichi As New Leader, Likely To 

Become First Female PM
TOKYO: Japan’s governing party on Saturday 

elected former Economic Security Minister 
Sanae Takaichi, a hard-line ultra-conservative 
and China hawk, as its new leader, making her 
likely to become the country’s first female prime 
minister.

In a country that ranks poorly internationally 
for gender equality, the 64-year-old Takaichi 
makes history as the first female leader of 
Japan’s long-governing conservative Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP).

Takaichi is one of the most conservative 
members of the male-dominated party.

An admirer of former British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, Takaichi is a protege 
of former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe’s ultra-conservative vision and a regular 
at the Yasukuni Shrine, seen as a symbol of 
Japan’s wartime militarism, which could 
complicate Tokyo’s relations with its Asian 
neighbours.

Takaichi beat Agriculture Minister Shinjiro 
Koizumi, the son of popular former Prime 
Minister Junichiro Koizumi, in a runoff in 
a vote by the LDP on Saturday.

Takaichi replaces Prime Minister Shigeru 
Ishiba as the party hopes to regain public support 
and stay in power after major election losses.

She is likely to be Japan’s next prime minister 
because the party remains by far the largest in 
the lower house, which determines the national 
leader, and because opposition groups are highly 
splintered.

Takaichi vows to strengthen Japan-US alliance
Takaichi later said she will immediately work 

on stemming rising prices, while also focusing 
on diplomatic and security challenges.

A parliamentary vote is expected in mid-October. 
The LDP, which has been criticised by opposition 
leaders for creating a prolonged political vacuum, 
said Takaichi needs to hurry because the winner 
will soon face a diplomatic test: a possible summit 
with US President Donald Trump, who could 
demand that Japan increase its defence spending.

A meeting is reportedly being planned for late 
October. Trump will travel to the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation summit in South Korea 
starting October 31.

Takaichi said ensuring the Japan-US alliance 
is her top diplomatic priority.

“It is essential to ... confirm the reinforcement 

of the Japan-US alliance,” she said. Takaichi 
stressed the importance of their cooperation 
through three-way frameworks that also include 
regional partners such as South Korea, Australia 
and the Philippines, pledging Japan’s greater 
role in achieving a free and open Indo-Pacific.

She said she respects all tariffs and investment 

agreements struck between Tokyo and Washington 
under the Ishiba government.

Takaichi faces major domestic challenges
The LDP, whose consecutive losses in 

parliamentary elections in the past year have 
left it in the minority in both houses, needs its 
new leader to quickly bring back voter confidence 
and stability and to address challenges in and 
outside Japan.

Takaichi will also need cooperation from key 
opposition groups to implement her party’s 
policies.

Ishiba, who achieved a 15 per cent tariff deal 
with Washington and put Japan’s ties with South 
Korea and other Asian countries on track during 
his one-year stint, said “I hope the LDP will 
band together under new (party) president 
Takaichi to serve for the country and the people, 
as well as the world and for the new era.”

Ishiba, a centrist known as archrival of Abe, 
was virtually forced into resigning by ultra-
conservative wings in the party.

There were five candidates for the job
Five candidates — two currently serving and 

three former ministers — vied for the LDP 
presidency.

Bihar Emerging as
 Global Hub for Makhana 

Production: Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan

PATNA: Union Minister for Agriculture, Farmers’ Welfare, 
and Rural Development Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan on Saturday 
attended the Makhana Mahotsav 2025 at Gyan Bhavan, Gandhi 
Maidan, Patna, during his one-day visit to Bihar.

An official spokesperson said the event highlighted the growing 
importance of makhana (fox nut) as a major agricultural and 
economic asset for the state and the country.

During the programme, Shri Chouhan released a special 
report titled “Makhana: From Culture to Prosperity” (Makhana: 
Sanskriti se Samridhhi), showcasing the crop’s journey from 
traditional cultivation to modern commercialization.

Addressing the gathering, Chouhan lauded Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s recent initiatives benefiting Bihar, noting 
that “Bihar is witnessing showers of prosperity and development 

— the Sun of a developed India 
is shining brightly on the state’s 
destiny.” He also referred to 
the Prime Minister’s ₹64,000-
crore package for the youth, 
particularly aimed at 
empowering Bihar’s emerging 
generation.

Highlighting the Centre’s 
farmer-friendly measures, the Union Minister mentioned the 
recent hike in Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for key crops. 
He assured that the Central Government will procure all produce 
of lentils (masoor), urad, and arhar grown by Bihar’s farmers 
at the MSP.

Calling makhana an “extraordinary blessing” for the poor, 
Chouhan said Bihar has now emerged not only as India’s but 
also as the world’s leading centre for makhana production. He 
noted that the cultivation area, which once spanned around 
3,000 hectares, has now expanded to between 35,000 and 40,000 
hectares, underscoring the rapid growth of the sector.

Announcing major initiatives to strengthen the makhana 
value chain, the Minister said the Central Government has 
established a dedicated Makhana Board to promote research, 
development, marketing, branding, and overall promotion of 
makhana.

He further revealed that approximately ₹475 crore has been 
sanctioned for the procurement of modern machinery, development 
of new varieties, and creation of processing facilities to enhance 
production and value addition.

Appealing to Bihar’s youth to explore entrepreneurship 
opportunities in the sector, Shri Chouhan encouraged them to 
launch startups focused on makhana processing and export. 
“Our goal is to take makhana from India to dining tables across 
the world, ensuring a steady rise in farmers’ incomes,” he said.

The Makhana Mahotsav 2025 celebrated Bihar’s growing 
status as the global hub of makhana production, symbolizing 
the state’s march towards agricultural prosperity and rural 
transformation under the Centre’s development agenda. (PIB)

PM to inaugurate Navi Mumbai 

International Airport on Oct 8

MUMBAI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
will inaugurate the first phase of the Navi 
Mumbai International Airport, built at a 
cost of Rs 19,647 crore, on October 8, a senior 
Maharashtra government official said on 
Saturday.

The official also said the commercial flight 
operations from the greenfield 
facility will commence in December.

The airport, the second in the 
Mumbai Metropolitan Region after 
the existing Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj International Airport in 
Mumbai, secured its aerodrome 
licence from the aviation safety 
regulator DGCA on September 30.

The project is being developed in 
multiple phases by Navi Mumbai 
International Airport, in which 
Adani Group has a 74 per cent stake, 
and the remaining 26 per cent with 
the Maharashtra government’s land 
development authority CIDCO.

“Second airport of Maha Mumbai 
-- Navi Mumbai International Airport 
-- is going to be inaugurated by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on October 
8,” CIDCO Vice Chairman and 
Managing Director Vijay Singhal 
told PTI after a media briefing.

Singhal said the Prime Minister will land 
at the Navi Mumbai International Airport 
at around 2.40 pm and will remain at the 
facility for almost two hours.

“The Prime Minister will first visit the 
terminal building, and then take a round of 
the terminal building, and then he will be 
addressing the audience,” Singhal added.

The global body IATA has assigned the 
‘NMI’ code to the Navi Mumbai International 
Airport.

Domestic carriers Air India Group, IndiGo 
and Akasa have already announced shifting 
a part of their flight operations to the new 
facility.

Spread across an area of 1,160 hectares, 
Navi Mumbai International Airport, upon 
completion of all phases, will have four 
terminals with a capacity of 90 million 
passengers per annum and a cargo capacity 
of 3.25 million metric tonne, making it one 
of the largest aviation hubs in Asia.

“To begin with, we have completed terminal 
one, having a capacity of 20 million passengers 
per annum, 0.8 million metric tonne of cargo 
capacity and one runway,” Singhal stated.

The existing Mumbai International Airport 
has a capacity of around 55 million passengers 
per annum, and the new facility will handle 

90 million passengers per annum, he added.
“So, once this airport is fully completed, 

then these two airports together will cater 
to the almost 150 million passengers per 
annum, making the two airports a big aviation 
hub globally,” Singhal said.

“Almost Rs 19,647 crore have been spent 
on phase one, and once all the four terminals 
are completed, we would have an approximate 
expenditure of 1-lakh crore,” Singhal said.

Navi Mumbai International Airport will 
be the first aerodrome in the country to be 
connected by expressways, highways, metros, 
suburban rails, and even water taxi, he pointed 
out.

This is also a green airport as it has the 
storage facility for sustainable aviation fuel, 
the official said.

Besides being one of the most efficient 
airports, it would also have an Automated 
Passenger People’s Mover facility, which 
will internally connect all four terminals, 
he said. (PIB)

Hamas’ agreement to peace plan not 

about Gaza but “long sought peace” in 

Middle East, says Trump

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump 
on Friday (local time) expressed confidence 
regarding Hamas’ willingness to ensure peace 
in Gaza, after the militant group agreed to the 
20-point peace plan introduced by him earlier 
this week.

Trump mentioned that the issue 
is not about peace in Gaza alone 
but in the whole of Middle East 
region. He further said that Israel 
should stop its attacks in Gaza 
so that it can quickly release its 
hostages.

“Based on the statement just 
issued by Hamas, I believe they 
are ready for a lasting PEACE. 
Israel must immediately stop 
the bombing of Gaza, so that we 
can get the Hostages out safely 
and quickly! Right now, it’s far 
too dangerous to do that. We are already in 
discussions on details to be worked out. This is 
not about Gaza alone, this is about long sought 
PEACE in the Middle East,” Trump wrote on 
Truth Social.

Hamas on Friday (local time) agreed to release 
all Israeli hostages, whether dead or alive, in 
response to the 20-point Gaza peace plan introduced 
by US President Donald Trump earlier this week, 
Al Jazeera reported.

“In this context, the movement affirms its 
readiness to immediately enter into negotiations 
through the mediators to discuss the details of 
this agreement,” Hamas said in a statement 
released on Telegram, quoted by Al Jazeera.

The group also agreed to hand over the Gaza 
administration to an independent 
Palestinian technocrats’ body 
“based on Palestinian national 
consensus and Arab and Islamic 
support.”

“Other issues mentioned in 
President Trump’s proposal 
regarding the future of the Gaza 
Strip and the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people are 
connected to a unified national 
position and relevant international 
laws and resolutions,” the 
statement said, as per Al Jazeera.

“They will be addressed through a comprehensive 
Palestinian national framework, in which Hamas 
will participate and contribute responsibly,” 
the statement added.

The development comes after United States 
President Donald Trump on Friday (local time) 
issued a stern warning to Hamas, saying the 
militant group is “militarily trapped” and has 
been given a last chance to agree to a peace deal 
endorsed by regional and global powers. (ANI)

Thakur said this while addressing the people during his visit to 
Himachal Pradesh’s Mandi. He said that even during Operation 

Sindoor and air strikes on Pakistan, Gandhi continued to
 “praise Pakistan” while being in India.
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WAZWAN 
DELIGHTS

CAFE & RESTAURANT

HOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

ONLY FRESH PRODUCTS

NH 44 VESSU ANATNAG NEAR CRPF CAMP-192101

DAAL ROTI, BURGER, MOMOS, etc
Biryani, Fried Rice, Piza, Chiken Roll, 

kanti, kabab Rista , Yakni

CONTACT NO: 
9149631319
6006116690
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