W)

THE DAILY

Fish Eye

Published From Srinagar

Srinagar e WEDNESDAY 29, OCTOBER 2025 e Volume: 15 e Issue No. 249 ¢ Pages 08 e Rs. 2/- e RNI No. JKENG/2011/39531  Email:editorfisheye@gmail.com e visit us at ////www.dailyfisheye.com

Govt Will Oppose Any Legislation
Favoring Land Mafia: CM Omar

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR/GANDERBAL: Ex-
pressing hope for the early snowfall
thisyear, Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah on Tuesday said the government
is putting efforts to promote the tour-
ism sector in the region. He asserted
that the government will not support
any legislation that benefits the land
mafia or those occupying land ille-
gally.

Speaking to the media here about
the second edition of the Kashmir
Marathon, the Chief Minister said the
event is set to be held on November 2,
2025, despite the chilly weather condi-
tions. “So far, the registration has
doubled compared to last year. Still,
enough time isleft; anyone who wants
toparticipate in the event should book
their tickets and join us in the event
on Sunday,” he said.

Omar said that Kashmir is the ideal
destinationfor suchan event, describ-
ing the Valley as the most beautiful
and ideal destination for the marathon.

Thetemperature will be challenging,
he said, adding that the marathon is
an evolving event, now entering its
second edition. Such events, he said,
promote tourism and help increase

footfall in the Valley.

“These events have their own sig-
nificance. We are trying to promote
tourism through this event and other
events. Our efforts are on to give a

boost to the tourism sector,” he said,
addingthatamid the promotion, there
isaneed toimprovethe infrastructure
as well.

The CM expressed hope for timely
snowfall to boost winter tourism. He
said thetourists are visitingKashmir,

though footfall is currently low, but
added they are hopeful for an increase.

Earlier, speaking to the media in
Ganderbal, the Chief Minister reacted
to the decision to reject the land bill,

sayingthe government will not support
any legislation that benefits the land
mafia or those occupying land ille-
gally.

“Iwillnotharm the people of Jammu
and Kashmirthrough my government.
Any bill that benefits the common

“IWILLNOT HARM THE PEOPLE OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR THROUGH MY GOVERNMENT.
Any bill that benefits the common people will be supported, but those meant to help illega
| occupants will not be passed,” he said.

people will be supported, but those
meant to help illegal occupants will
not be passed,” he said.

Asked about the government’s deci-
sion despite PDP’s support in the re-
centlyheld RajyaSabhaelections, Omar
said, “I am not ready to sell the land

Omar Abdullah said

that Kashmir is the ideal
destination for such an
event, describing the Valley
as the most beautiful

and ideal destination

for the marathon.

of Jammu and Kashmir for a seat in
Rajya Sabha. The government will
support any bill that is aimed at pro-
viding benefits to the people of Jammu
and Kashmir. Any bill to benefit the
land mafia will not be passed by this
government,” he said.

Notably, the Chief Minister visited
J&K Sainik School Manasbal to

B See OnP/6

J&K Spends Over Rs 500 Cr To
Boost Tourism Infrastructure

FE NEWS NETWORK

‘Record 4 Cr tourists visitin
two years; Foreign tourist arrivals
jump from 19,000 to 47,000’

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kashmir
Tourism Department hasspentmore

major boost in tourist inflow and the
emergence of several new destinations.

The government said that over 4 crore
tourists visited Jammu and Kashmir in
the past two years, an unprecedented
figure considering theregion’s population

than Rs 500 crore over the past two
yearsontheupgradationoftourism [
infrastructure and promotional
activities, resulting inrecord tour-
ist arrivals across the Union Ter-
ritory.

Datareveals, Rs253.75crore were
allocated in 2023-24 and Rs 268.42
crore in 2024-25 under the Capex
budget for tourism infrastructure.

However, no centrally sponsored
scheme was implemented during the pe-
riod.

The department allocated Rs 50.50 crore
foradvertisementsand publicity, of which
Rs 42.74 crore were utilized, the data re-
vealed, in reply to MLA Farooq Ahmad
Shah’s query states.

Officials said the campaigns led to a

of 1.3 crore. Foreign tourist arrivals also
saw arise, from 19,000 in 2021-22 to 47,000
in 2022-23.

Officials said offbeat destinations such
as Gurez, Bangus, Doodhpathri, Aitham
and Basohli have gained popularity due
to the department’s promotional

H See OnP/6

Free Power Only After
Rooftop Solar Panel
Installation: Govt

FE NEWS NETWORK

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kashmir
government clarified on Tuesday that its
promise of 200 units of free electricity for
poor households will only be implement-
ed after the installation of rooftop solar
panels.

Replyingtoaquestion in the Assembly,

the Jammu and Kashmir government
clarified that the promise of 200 units of
free electricity for the poorest

B SeeOnP/6

Darbar Move:
Movement of HMVs,

MMVs barred from Jmu

toSgronNov1,2

motor

annual Darbar Move.

According to an advisory, there shall be
no up-movement of goods carriers from

SRINAGAR: The
Traffic Police on Tues-
day issued a traffic
advisory restricting

g " @l | theupwardmovement

s TR ofheavy and medium
= BUNS vehicles
(HMVs/MMVs) from Jammu towards Sri-
nagar on November 1 and 2, in view of the

4 in § Rural J&K Homes
Now Have Tap Water: Govt !

FE NEWS NETWORK

covered under JJIM'

Jeevan Mission (JJM).

‘Over 15.63 lakh homes
connected; 3.62 lakh still to be

SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kashmir
governmenthassaid that around 81 per cent
of rural households across the Union Ter-
ritory have been provided with tap water
connections, while efforts are underway to
ensure 100 per cent coverage under the Jal

In a written reply to a question tabled by

(PSPs) installed under existing schemes.
To provide safe and adequate drinking

water toall households through Functional

Household Tap Connections (FHTCs), the

FE NEWS NETWORK

Minister Omar Abdullah opposed

8 Bills Fail As Assembly Rejects 2, Withdraws 6

Heated exchange of arguments between CM, PDP’s Para

have constructed houses on it.
“How is it possible tolegalize state

—7 land for those who have illegally
| occupied it and built houses on it?
How can such an act be justified?

66

He reiterated that the

government cannot grant
ownership rights to individuals
who have illegally occupied state
land and constructed houses oniit.
Omar said the government cannot
accept the bill and urged the

MLA Sham Lal Sharma, the Jal Shakti De-
partment, shared that it has not failed to
supply safe drinking water to any area of
the UT.

It said that out of 19.26 1akh rural house-
holds, 15.63 1akh (81%) have tap water con-
nections within their premises, while the

SRINAGAR: The Jammu & Kash-
mir Assemblyon Tuesdaydisallowed
the introduction of two private
member bills-one brought by PDP’s
Waheed-ur-Rehman Parra and
another by BJP’s Balwant Singh
Mankotia-whilesix other members

member to withdraw it.

and Kashmir (Regularization and
Recognition of Property Rights of
Residents in Public Lands) Bill, , ’
2025,” arguingthat the government
cannot legitimize illegality.

The ChiefMinister, whoalsoholds
the Revenue portfolio, stated that

Jammu towards Srinagar on the said dates,
coinciding with the shifting of offices from
Srinagar to Jammu for the winter season
2025-26.

However, the movement of light motor
vehicles (LMVs)shall be allowed from both
ends—from Jammu towards Srinagar and

department said 3,253 schemes were taken
upunder JJM at an estimated cost of rupees
13,344 crore. Of these, 1,480 schemes have
beenmadefunctional, and 1,600 have achieved
more than 50% physical progress. The re-
maining schemes are being completed in

Nowhereisitstated in thebill that
if someone has already occupied
stateland and constructed ahouse,

vice versa. remaining3.631akh householdshaveaccess  the extended phase of JJM, subject withdrewtheirbillsattheinsistence  thegovernment cannotgrantown-  itshouldbelegalized. Thisbill seems
The advisory further B See OnP/6 todrinking water through Public Stand Posts B SeeOnP/6 of the government. ership rights to individuals who  to convey that one can
During the proceedings, Chief  areinillegal possessionoflandand B See OnP/6
. Over 3.61Lakh
led : CS Pushes Al, Stricter Educated Youth
CM Omar Pledges Govt's Support Enforcement To Boost Registered As
° o PR UnemployedIn
To Sainik School Manasbal Drug Convictions J2K: Gowt

— Minister said. schools like Sainik School Manasbal are FE NEWS NETWORK er conviction rates under the NDPS SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kash-

MANASBAL (GANDERBAL): Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah, attended and
addressed the Annual Day Function of
Sainik School Manasbal, reaffirminghis
government’s commitment tostrengthen-
ingquality education and infrastructure
of the institution.

Extending his greetings to the staff,
students, and dignitaries, the Chief Min-
ister said it was a pleasure to revisit the
school after a long time, recalling fond
memories associated with it. He praised
Sainik School Manasbal for its outstand-
ing contribution toeducation, discipline,
and character building, acknowledging
itas one of theleading educational insti-
tutions in Jammu and Kashmir.

“Sainik School Manasbal has produced
men of honour whohave gone ontoserve
thenation withdistinction —inthe Army,
Jammu and Kashmir Police, and the
civil administration. There must be
something truly special about this in-
stitution that so many of its alumni hold
such prestigious positions,” the Chief

Highlightingthe government’s commit-
ment to promoting quality education,
Omar Abdullah, whoisalsothe Chairman
of the Governing Body of Sainik School

Manasbal, said that in an era of growing
competition —whether in colleges, civil
services, or other examinations —it was
imperative to provide the best possible
facilities and infrastructure to students.

“We are committed to ensuring that

equipped with state-of-the-art infrastruc-
ture so that students can compete at the
highestlevels. We want to introduce new
initiatives that will benefit the school and
its students,” he said.

“We are committed to ensuring
that schools like Sainik School
Manasbal are equipped with
state-of-the-art infrastructure
so that students can compete
at the highest levels. We want to
introduce new initiatives that
will benefit the school and its
students,” he said.

The Chief Minister announced that the
school’s sports ground willbe modernized
with the installation of synthetic turffor
football and athletic activities, adding
that the government will continue

B See OnP/6

SRINAGAR: Chief Secretary, Atal
Dulloo, chaired the 15th Narco Co-
ordination Centre (NCORD) meeting
to review the ongoing efforts and
coordinated measures being taken
tocurbthe menace of narcotics traf-
ficking and substance abuse across
thedistricts of Jammu and Kashmir.

The meeting was attended by Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary, Higher
Education Department; Director
General of Police (DGP); Additional
Director General of Police (ADGP),
CID; Principal Secretary, Home De-
partment; and other senior officers
fromthe civiland policeadministra-
tion.

Deputy Commissioners (DCs)and
Senior Superintendents of Police
(SSPs)from all districts participated
through video conferencing.

At the outset, the Chief Secretary
underscored the critical importance
of strengthening thelegal and insti-
tutional framework to ensure high-

Act. Hedirected the Police and Law
Departments to collaborate closely
to devise a strategy for improving

prosecution outcomes.

The Chief Secretary further called
for developingan Al-enabled system
toassistinthe preparation of water-
tight charge sheets and directed IGP
Jammu to lead the development of
this module in coordination with
the Prosecution and Law Depart-
ments.

H SeeOnP/6

mir Government on Monday informed
the Assembly that a total of 3,61,146
educated unemployed youth are cur-
rently registered across the Union Ter-
ritory as of September 2025.

Official datarevealsthat the Kashmir
Division accounts for over 2.08 lakh
registrations, while the Jammu Division
accounts for over 1.52 lakh. Srinagar
district leads the list with 23,826 regis-
tered unemployed youth, followed by
Anantnag (32,298), Pulwama (28,671),
Kathua (26,798), and Kulgam (21,446).
Thelowest registrations werereported
from Kishtwar (8,870) and Reasi (12,376)
districts.

Amongthetotal registered unemployed
youth, 2,33,845are male and 1,27,301 are
female.

The government highlighted that the
Employment Department, under Mis-
sion Youthand Mission YUVA, iswork-
ingto generate 4.251akh job opportuni-
ties through the creation of 1.37 lakh
entrepreneurship units, focusing on
self-employment, startups,

H SeeOnP/6



NEWS

) THE FISH EYE |29 Oct 2025 |SRINAGAR

Environment
Protection initiatives

reviewed in Poonch
DDC seeks focus on waste
management, forest fortification, rain
water conservation, plantation

FE NEWS NETWORK

POONCH:District Development Commissioner Poonch Ashok
Kumar Sharma chaired ameetingtoassess the implementation
of environment protection initiatives in the district.

The meeting focused on key issues including management
of non-biodegradable and biomedical waste, fencing of forest
and wildlife protected areas, progress of the Nagar Van Scheme,
Catch theRain campaign, identification of wetlands and forest
land and enforcement of the ban on single-use plastic.

The DDC conducted a detailed review and sought status
reports from SDMs, Tehsildars, DFO and other concerned
officers. The officers apprised him of the progress made and
challenges faced in their respective areas.

The DDC directed the field officers to conduct on-ground
inspectionsto verify Forestareaboundaries and ensureremoval
ofencroachments. Emphasizing the importance ofenvironmental
conservation, he called for intensifying efforts to enhance
greenery, improve air quality and uplift the quality of urban
life under the Nagar Van Scheme.

Reviewingthe Catch the Rain programme, the DFO and other
officers briefed the District Development Commissioner about
the status of water conservation initiatives such as development
of Amrit Sarovars, Water Harvesting Tanks and other sources
acrossthedistrict. Hefurther instructed the officers to sensitize
peopleinhillyareasabout the importance of rainwater harvesting
and sustainable water resource management.

Hedirected the SDMs to conduct field inspections of ongoing
works and strictly enforce ban on single-use plastic to promote
eco-friendly practices in the district.

Themeeting was attended by ADC Tahir Mustafa Malik; CPO
Mohammad Igbal Zargar; ACP Rakesh Sharma; ACD Shakeel
Ahmed; SDMs, CAO, Tehsildars, PO IWMP, DFOs, CAO, Xen
JAL Shakti, BDOs and other concerned officers.

DM Reasi Calls For Scaling Up Vigil
Against Drug Abuse, Trafficking

FE NEWS NETWORK

REASI: District Magistrate Reasi Nidhi
Malik chaired the meeting of District
level Narco Coordination (NCORD)
Committee meeting at the DC Office
Complex. The meeting was attended by
seniorfunctionariesfrom Police, Excise,
Education, Health and other line
departments to deliberate on strategies
aimed at strengthening efforts against
drug abuse and illicit trafficking in the
district. The District Magistrate took a
comprehensive review of ongoing anti-
narcotics measures,awareness campaigns
and enforcement actions undertaken by
the stakeholder departments.

Reviewing the intelligence gathering
and trends of drug trafficking, SSP
Paramvir Singh informed the DM that
thePolice have constituted an Anti-Drug
Squad to tighten noose around the
perpetrators of drug trafficking and
substance abuse.

The DM directed the Police Department
to intensify vigilance, especially in
identified hotspots. She also reviewed
the status of NDPS cases and instructed
the prosecution to pursue the cases
strongly.

Further, the DM emphasized the need
to strictly enforce the ban on the sale of
tobacco within 100 meters of educational
institutions, directing concerned
departments to ensure compliance with
related laws. The DFO Reasi informed
that poppy crops were destroyed in the
Thakrakote and Pouni areas as part of

the ongoing enforcement drive.
The District Magistrate also directed
the ChiefMedical Oﬁicer(CMO)to prepare

and colleges have submitted therequired
certificates.
TheDM further instructed the As31stant

adetailedreportof individuals undergoing
de-addiction treatment and ensure proper
follow-upandrehabilitation. Sheinstructed
the Health Department to procure and
distribute drugtestingkits amongblocks,
schools and colleges as per requirement
to strengthen preventive efforts.

DMMalik alsoreviewed theIECactivities
under the Nasha Mukt J&K Abhiyan
being implemented by stakeholder
departments and educational institutions
to spread awareness about the ill effects
of drug abuse. She directed officers to
intensify awareness camps and ensure
coverage of all areas of the district.

The DM also reviewed steps taken for
the declaration of schools and colleges
as Tobacco-Free Zones under the TOFEI
guidelines. The CEO informed that ZEOs

Drug Controller to conduct regular
inspections of medical establishments
across the district. He informed that
licenses of two establishments have been
suspended for different violations. The
DM further emphasized to enforce
directionsregardinginstallation of CCTV
cameras and the computerized billing
system at all medical shops to enhance
transparency and accountability.

TheDM alsodirected the CMOto closely
monitor the process of establishing the
Addiction Treatment Facility (ATF) in
the district and expedite its execution.

Among others present in the meeting
were PO POSHAN Surdershan Kumar,
ACD,CMO, CEO,DSWO, Tehsildarsand
other senior officers were present at the
meeting.

IAS Anmol Rathore
visits Directorate of
Agriculture Jammu

JAMMU: Ms. Anmol Rathore, IAS, visited the Directorate
of Agriculture, Krishi Bhawan, Talab Tillo, Jammu. During
her visit, she interacted with the officers of the department
and took an overview of the ongoing schemes and initiatives
being implemented for the welfare of farmers in the Jammu
Division.

The Director Agriculture Production & Farmers Welfare,
Jammu Anil Guptabriefed Ms. Rathoreabout the departmental
activities, progress under various schemes and the technological
interventions beingadopted toenhance productivity and income
of farming communities.

Joint Director Agriculture (Extension) Sanjay Anand; Joint
Director Agriculture (SLUB/Farms) Aman Jyoti Sharma;
Agriculture Chemist Vinod Kumar Sharma; Agronomist (VIS)
Jammu Vikas Padha; Mushroom Development Officer (MDO)
Jammu Raghubir Pal Kochar; Chief Agriculture Officer Jammu
Manohar Lal Sharma besides senior officers and staff of the
department were also present.

During the visit, Ms. Rathore assessed the Soil Testing
Laboratory, Pesticide Testing Laboratory and Fertilizer Testing
Laboratory, where Agriculture Chemist Vinod Kumar Sharma
explained in detail the functioning and ongoing activities of
the laboratories.

Ms. Rathore keenly observed the laboratory operations and
appreciated the dedicated work being carried outfor maintaining
the quality of agricultural inputs provided to farmers.

Later, she visited the Vegetable Improvement Scheme, where
she examined the Hi-Tech Polyhouse, Glass House, Naturally
Ventilated Polyhouse (NVPH) and Floriculture Nurseries.

Agronomist Vikas Padha briefed her about the activities
undertaken under the VIS including seedling production, crop
demonstrations and farmer benefit programs. Ms. Rathore was
apprised of how seedlings raised in the Hi-Tech Polyhouse
reach farmers and contribute to enhancing productivity and
profitability.

Shealso visited the upcoming Centre of Excellence (CoE) site
and went through the ongoing construction and development
works. The officers briefed her about the objectives and future
benefits of the Centre in promoting advanced agricultural
technologies.

Subsequently, Ms. Rathore visited the Pasteurizing Unit,
Mushroom Controlled Cropping Unit, and Spawn Production
Laboratory, where MDO Raghubir Pal Kochar apprised her of
thefunctioningand technical aspects of mushroom cultivation
andspawn production. Ms. Rathore appreciated the comprehensive
efforts of the department in promotingdiversified and sustainable
agricultural activities across Jammu Division.
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DC Reviews Ground Impact Of Environment
Protection Initiatives In Doda District

DODA: Deputy Commissioner Harvinder
Singh chaired ameetingin his office chambers
toreview environment protection initiatives,
including water conservation, waste

management and plantation.

The meeting was attended by Additional
District Development Commissioner Doda,
Superintending Engineer Hydraulics, DFOs
(virtually), Executive Engineers of Jal Shakti
and I&FC Divisions, Divisional Officer PCC,
ACR and other concerned officers.

Themeetingtook a detailed review of action
taken pursuant to the decisions of the
Government and the Supreme Courtregarding
forest demarcation, boundary fixation,
encroachment removal and ecological
protection.

Discussions also covered the monitoring
of non-biodegradable waste management as
pertheJammuandKashmirNon-Biodegradable
Material (Management, Handlingand Disposal)

+ Commissioner

Act, 2007 and progress on the fencing of forest
and wildlife-protected areas.

Other important points included the status
of enforcement of Air and Water Acts, bio-

- medical waste management in health

| institutions, implementation of the Green
. India Missionand Nagar Van Scheme and
o identification of forestland as per Supreme
Court directives.

During the meeting, the Deputy
emphasized strict
enforcement of environmental laws, with
special focus on eliminating single-use
plastics and strengthening waste
management mechanisms in both urban
and rural areas. He directed the Pollution
Control Committeeand the Forest Department
to intensify field inspections and awareness
campaigns to ensure full compliance with
environmental regulations. The DC instructed
all departments to submit weekly progress
reportsonaction taken, ensuringtransparency
and accountability.

The DC Doda directed the ACR to ensure
proper verification and documentation of
Gair Mumkin Jhaad in forest areas and to
take necessary action to protect state land.
He stressed on the conservation of specified
tree species on state land and directed for
enforcement of orders within the stipulated
timeline. The DCalso instructed the concerned
officers to verify the functioning of stone
crushers and to take appropriate measures

to ensure compliance with environmental

norms.

Duringthe meeting, the issue of biomedical
waste generated by the health sector wasalso
discussed in detail. The DC directed the Health
Department to furnish a detailed report on
the quantity of biomedical waste generated
and its disposal as per established guidelines.
Healsoemphasized the need for strengthening
the waste segregation system at the source

level.

Reviewing the Catch the Rain Initiative,
the Superintending Engineer Jal Shakti
presentedanoverviewofongoingand completed
works. The DC directed the concerned officers
to expedite water conservation activities,
desilting of ponds and afforestation efforts.
He further instructed for geo-tagging of all
water bodies and springs across the district
by November 15, ensuring accuracy through

digital mapping.

The DC also emphasized the construction
of check dams in areas having water springs
to prevent wastage of water. He directed the
departmentstofocusonrejuvenation of dried

and low-yielding sources.

Highlighting the ecological importance of
the Chenab Valley, the DC called for community
participation in sustainable development
and environmental conservation. He urged
alldepartmentsto coordinate effectively under
ajoint action plan to achieve the vision of a
clean, green and ecologically resilient Doda.

DC Ramban hands over Micro ATMs,
Biometric Devices to Krishi Udhyamis

Officialsfrom the Agriculture Depart-
ment, CSC representatives, and Krishi
Udhyamis from different blocks of the

RAMBAN: Inasignificant steptowards
promotingdigital financial inclusionand
strengthening the outreach of agricul-
tural services, the District Administration
Ramban, in collaboration with the Agri-
culture Department, distributed Micro
ATMs and Biometric Devices among
Krishi Udyamis (KUs) associated with
different Kissan Kidmat Ghars of the
districtand on-boarded with the Common
Service Centres (CSC)network under the
Holistic Agriculture Development Pro-
gramme (HADP).

The event was presided over by Dep-
uty Commissioner Mohammad Alyas
Khan, who gave away the devices to the
Krishi Udyamis and encouraged them to
play theirproactiveroleinextendingboth
agricultural and digital services to the
farming community at the grassroots
level.

TheDeputy Commissioneremphasized
upon the Krishi Udyamis to provide door-
step digital financial services, including
Aadhaar-enabled payments, fund transfers
and other online government services,
particularly benefiting farming commu-
nities inremote and hilly areas. He high-
lighted that the integration of agriculture
and digital technology isakey toachieve
the vision of Digital India and Atmanirb-
har Bharat.

This initiative is expected to pave the

way for greater financial inclusion, digi-
tal connectivity and technology-driven
growth in the agricultural sector of Ram-
ban district, the DC added.

Chief Agriculture Officer
Ramban, Dr. Vinay Kumar
Jandial, while addressing
the gathering, stated that the
distribution of Micro ATMs
and Biometric Devices will
empower Krishi Udyamis
tofunctionasDigital Service g
Providers, ensuring that
farmers have access to es-
sential financial and agri-
cultural services within their
local areas.

Headded that this initia-
tive under HADP marks an
importantmilestone inbuild-
ing digitally empowered
agricultural entrepreneurs
who can bridge the gap be-
tween farmers and technol-
ogy.

Others present on the
occasion included District Agriculture
Officer Kuldeep Bassan, Subject Matter
Specialist, Jyoti Prakash and Sub-Divi-
sional SMSsof Ramban, whoalsosensitized
theKrishi Udyamis andencouraged them
to utilize the devices effectively for the
benefit of the farming community.

district attended the event.

The beneficiaries expressed their
gratitude to the District Administration
and the Agriculture Department for their
continuous support in promoting digital
empowerment and agricultural entrepre-
neurship.

DYSS Kishtwar organises

Inter-Zonal District-Level

“Viksit Bharat” cultural &
innovation youth fest

KISHTWAR: An Inter-Zonal District-Level
“Viksit Bharat” Youth Festival, featuring a
vibrant display of Creativity, Culture and

innovation was organised by the Department
of Youth Services & Sports (YS&S) Kishtwar
under the banner of the Youth Festival 2025-26.

The event was held in the Auditorium of
Government Degree College, under thedirection
of Deputy Commissioner Pankaj Kumar Sharma.

The festival brought together talented youth
fromacross the Educational Zones of the district,
showcasing their skills and imagination in
diverse competitions, including Declamation,
Story Writing, Painting, Folk Dance, Folk Song,
Poetry Writing and Innovation (Science
Exhibition).

Eacheventresonated with the vision of “Viksit
Bharat”, highlighting the creativity, confidence
and potential of India’s younger generation.

Theeventwas graced by District Youth Services
& Sports Officer Jaffer Haider Sheikh along
with departmental officials and cultural
enthusiasts.

Inhisaddress, Jaffer Haider Sheikh commended
the participants for their enthusiasmand talent,
emphasizing the vitalrole of such platforms in
nurturing innovation, artistic excellence and
cultural identity among the youth.

Healsoappreciated the dedication of thefield
staff, officers and officials for their meticulous
coordination and spirited efforts in organizing
the grand festival.

Apanel ofesteemedjudges, drawn fromreputed
academic and cultural institutions, evaluated
the performances and identified outstanding
Kishtwar at the upcoming Divisional-Level
Youth Festival.

Theeventnotonly celebrated therich cultural
diversity of the region but also reflected the
department’s steadfast commitment to
empowering young minds through holistic
development—blending art, culture, science
and innovation in the spirit of national progress.

SSP Ramban
encourages women trainees
at SBIRSETI's certificate
distribution event

RAMBAN: The State Bank of India Rural Self
Employment Training Institute (SBI RSETT),
Ramban organized a Certificate Distribution
Ceremony forthe passout trainees ofthe Women’s

Tailoring and Beauty Parlor Training
Programmes. The event marked the culmination
of intensive skill development courses aimed
at empowering rural women through self-
employment opportunities and sustainable
livelihood generation.

Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) Arun
Gupta was the Chief Guest. In his address, he
congratulated the trainees for successfully
completingtheirrespective trainingprogrammes
and urged them to utilize their newly acquired
skills to become self-reliant and contribute
positively to society. He further encouraged
the women participants to serveasrole models,
inspiring other girls to pursue vocational
education and embrace self-reliant livelihoods.

“Skill is the true strength of a person; by using
your knowledge and talent effectively, you can
bringapositive changenot only in your family
butalso in your community,” the SSPremarked.

Earlier, the Director RSETIS. Harvinder Singh,
briefed the Chief Guest about the diverse range
oftraining programmes offered by the institute
topromoteemployability and entrepreneurship
inrural areas. Healso apprised the participants
about creditlinkage support and post-training
assistanceavailable through SBIand government-
sponsored schemes for establishing income-
generating ventures.

The event was hosted by Course Coordinator
Amrik Singh Raju, who outlined the objectives
of the training programmes and highlighted
RSETT’'smission of fostering skill development,
entrepreneurship and financial independence
among rural youth and women.

The ceremony concluded with the signature
RSETI Claps, symbolizing unity, enthusiasm
and commitment to the cause of self-employment
and women empowerment.
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Chief Minister Omar unveils
Kashmir Marathon merchandise

Invites runners, fitness enthusiasts & all interested to join November 2 event

DDC Kulgam reviews progress
of District Capex Works

KULGAM:District
Development Commissioner
(DDC)Kulgam, Athar AamirKhan,
chaired acomprehensive review
meetingatthe Meeting Hall of the

and allied departments. He also
directed all concerned officers
to achieve 100% tendering and
allotment of works under both

community-demanded works,
and ensure third-party quality
monitoring for accountability.

Ablock-wise review of CDF

SRINAGAR: Chief Minister Omar
Abdullahunveiled the official merchandise
of Kashmir Marathon-2025 at the Royal

Highlighting Kashmir's unique appeal
for hosting such sporting events, the Chief
Minister said, “Kashmir is the only place

some of the most iconic landmarks of
Srinagar including Jhelum riverfront,
Lal Chowk, Dalgate, and the scenic Dal

The Chief Minister noted that
runners will compete in temperatures
ranging between 6-8°C, arare advantage

Mini Secretariat Kulgam toassess
the progress of developmental
works being executed under the

Springs Golf Course. The merchandise
- cap, medal, and racing kit specially
designed for the participants of the event
was displayed at a brief function with
mediaand officers of tourism department
present.

On the occasion, the Chief Minister
extended an openinvitation toallfitness
enthusiasts to test their endurance and
participate in the 2nd edition of the
Kashmir Marathon-2025, scheduled
to be held on November 2.

Speaking after the launch, the Chief

compared toother marathondestinations
across the country in warm weather. He
expressed confidence that the Kashmir
Marathonis fast evolving into a premier
sporting event and will soon stand
alongside renowned marathons like
the Delhi Marathon, which has been
held for over two decades.

Advisor to the Chief Minister Nasir
Aslam Wani, Additional Chief Secretary
Tourism Ashish Chandra Verma, Director
Tourism Kashmir Raja Yaqoob Farooq,
MD JKTDC Shreya Singhal, Secretary

Minister said thatan encouraging number
of registrations have already been received
for the event, including a significant
increase in foreign athlete participation,
particularly for the full marathon category.

for a marathon.”

in the country that offers such scenic
beauty and ideal weather conditions

Headded that runners will traverse

University.

Lake shore in the half marathon category,
while full marathon participants will run
further towards Hazratbal and Kashmir

Royal Springs Golf Course, Haris Ahmed
Handoo, Joint Director Tourism Waseem
Raja, Additional Secretary Tourism Owais
Mushtaqand other senior officers were
present on the occasion.

..Monthly NCORD meeting held at Shopian
DC Shopian emphasised on strengthening

fight against substance abuse

SHOPIAN: District Level
Narco Coordination (NCORD)
committee meeting was held at
Shopian under the chairmanship

strengthening the fight against
drug abuse.
Stress was also laid on

totake moreresultoriented action
on wild cannabis destruction
drives and creating awareness
along with other measures.

conducting more IEC activities
of Deputy Commissioner (DC) :
Shopian, Shishir Guptainorder to
review the measures being taken
against the drug and substance
abuse,

On the occasion, the DC
took appraisal of department-
wise action taken reports
and emphasised on taking
coordinated action against the
drug and substance abuse.

Respective department
headsintimated onthe progress,
action being taken including
police action, awareness

camps, treatment facility at
DH, supervision in educational
institutions, inspection of
phamacies, etc. The DC called
for comprehensive enforcement
of drug dispensing norms
by pharmacies with focus on

in hotspot areas, initiating the
highest degree of penal actionon
drugpeddlers and keeping close
vigil on educationalinstitutions
and coaching institutions.

The alarming situation of
substance abuse was highlighted

conductingprescriptionauditand ~ and stakeholders wereinstructed

!

Mushtaq Ahmad

SSP,
Choudhary, ACR, SDM
Zainapora,Tehsildars, concerned
district officers from Health,YS&S,
Agriculture, Education, Colleges,
Drugs, Excise, ATF, Information,
Social Welfare and others
attended the meeting.

Chrysanthemum Garden
at NMBG a proud initiative of
Floriculture Department

SRINAGAR: The Department of Floriculture, Gardens &
Parks, Jammu & Kashmir, clarifies that the newly developed and
inaugurated Chrysanthemum Garden at the Nehru Memorial
Botanical Garden (NMBG), Srinagar has been entirely conceived,
developed, and executed by this Department. The department
stated that some reports and social media posts suggesting
collaboration with any other agency in the creation of the
Chrysanthemum Garden are factually incorrect and misleading
and no institutional collaboration, MoU, or joint execution has
been undertaken with any agency for its development. The
Department’s officers, its own technical team and field staff have
carried out entire planning, design, plantation and landscaping
work under its regular development programme. While the
Department acknowledged and appreciated the contributions
of other institutions or agencies towards the development
of region’s floriculture sector, it emphasized that due credit
be given to the actual executing agency of Chrysanthemum
Garden, the Department of Floriculture, Gardens and Parks
for its vision and efforts in coming up with another great
addition to floral landscape of Kashmir after Tulip Garden.The
Chrysanthemum Garden at NMBG stands as a proud initiative
only of the Department of Floriculture, Gardens & Parks, J&K and
isaimed at enhancing public spaces and promoting tourismin
Jammu and Kashmir during autumn season. The Department
reaffirmed its commitment to continue developing more such
unique floral attractions under its own exclusive initiatives.

Electricity amnesty
scheme fails to benefit poor:
PDP’s Fayaz Mir

Srinagar: People’s Democratic Party (PDP) lawmaker
Mohammad Fayaz Mir on Tuesday said that the government’s
electricity amnesty scheme, introduced four years ago to
assist poor consumers, has failed to deliver benefits to them

Speaking in the Assembly, Mir, per news agency—Kashmir
News Observer (KNO), said that with the onset of winter every
year, people continue to face electricity shortages despite
repeated government assurances. He said the amnesty scheme
was launched with the belief that it would ease the burden
on poor households, but in practice, those with multiple
properties have benefitted instead.

“Invillages, there are families with six or seven houses who
have received relief under the scheme, while poor families
living in a single room continue to struggle to pay electricity
bills of rupees 1,500 to 1,600,” Mir said.

He urged the government to consider aone-time settlement
for pending electricity dues under the AYPF scheme, which he
said could bring substantial revenue to the government’s treasury
and help regularize payments. Mir said poor families under
schemes like PMAY are unable to build houses or afford basic
needs due todelays in financial assistance. “If the government
cannot release even rupees 15,000 for rice, how will poor
families arrange 1lakh to build ahouse?” he asked. He said such
schemes should be implemented in a way that provides real
relief to low-income households and ensures that government
benefits reach the intended beneficiaries—(KNO)

New fleet of buses arriving, border
districts to be prioritised during their
deployment: Transport Minister

J&K for shifting the stranded
passengers coming back from

e
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SRINAGAR: Minister for
Transport, SatishSharmasaid that
new fleet of Busesis arrivingand
the government will deploy them
aspertheneedsand requirements
of people, besides border areas
will covered adequately.

The Minister said this while
replying to a question raised
by Legislator, Ajaz Ahmad Jan
on SRTC Buses in Legislative
Assembly today.

He added that Border
districts of Poonch and Rajouri
will be prioritised as soon as
the deployment of new fleet of
buses is done.

Whilereplying toa question,
the Minister informed that JKRTC
plies bus services in the Haveli
Constituency on the Jammu-
Poonch and vice versa route
continuously, adding that due
to cross border shelling, the said
service was discontinued forone
week and the same service was
restored immediately after one

week.

JKRTC provided two vehicles
for Poonch Haveli constituency
on 10.05.2025 for shifting of
affected people to safer zones.
He added that JKRTC also plied
bus services for shifting of
stranded passengers to their
home town Districts during the
said period on the request of
District Administration, Poonch.

The Minister also informed
the house that during Operation
Sindoor, 58 RTC Buses were
deployed in several areas of

other neighbouring States. He
informed thatin Poonch 2 buses,
Mendhar 1 bus, Rajouri 3 buses,
Jammu4buses, Bishnah 5 buses,
Akhnoor/Khour 11 buses, Srinagar
2buses,Doda 14 buses, Kishtwar
4 buses, Paddar/Nagsani 1 bus
and for Bhaderwah 4 buses were
deployed during Operation
Sindoor for facilitation of public.

Legislators, Muzaffar Igbal
Khan and Baldev Raj Sharma
raised supplementary questions
on the subject.

..Run for Unity & Celebration of UT Diwas
Ensure befitting, meticulous execution of arrangements: Div Com to officers

District Capex Budget 2025-26
and Constituency Development
Fund (CDF)across various sectors.

The meeting was attended
by key officers and sectoral
heads to evaluate physical and
financial achievements, identify
bottlenecks, and ensure timely
execution of developmental
projects in the district.

A detailed review was held
regarding the status of works
sanctioned, tendered, allotted,
and taken up forexecution under
both the District Capex Budget
and Constituency Development
Fund (CDF).

The meetingalsodeliberated
upon the financial progress of
ongoing projects and the status
of works uploaded on the
E-Compendium portal.

During the meeting, the DDC
directed officers to ensure 100%
utilization of available fundsand
timely completion of ongoing
projects, particularly by the RDD
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District Capex and CDF within
three days, emphasizing strict
adherence to the timeline. The
Joint Director Planning, Kulgam,
presented a comprehensive
overview of the district’s
progress through a detailed
presentation, highlighting sector-
wise achievements and targets.

Emphasizing the need for
transparency, timely tendering,
and strict quality monitoring,
the DDC underscored that
effective resource utilization
and adherence to deadlines
are crucial for faster delivery
of public assets.

The DDC further instructed
departments lagging behind
schedule, toexpedite execution,
prioritize people-centric and

works was also conducted with
respective BDOs, alongside an
examination of physical and
financial progress reports
pertaining to the Capex Budget
2025-26.

Reiterating that no
compromise on quality will be
tolerated, the DDC directed all
executing agencies to complete
all pending projects within the
stipulated timelines.

Senior officials present
in the meeting included Joint
Director Planning Malik Suheel,
Executive Engineers from PWD
and KPDCL, and sectoral officers
from Agriculture, Education,
Youth Services & Sports, Medical,
and Engineering wings of various
departments.

..Vigilance Awareness Week 2025

ACB holds Awareness session
for Health Department at Bandipora

BANDIPORA: As part of the
ongoing Vigilance Awareness
Week 2025 being observed from
27th October to 2nd November
on the theme “Vigilance: Our
Shared Responsibility,” the Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB) on
Tuesday conducted anawareness
sessionwithofficers and officials
of the Health Department
Bandipora at the Conference
Hall, Mini Secretariat Bandipora.

began with the administration
of the Integrity Pledge by an
officer from ACB, followed by a
detailed presentationonvigilance
practices, corruption prevention
measures, and accountability
mechanisms. The ACB teamalso
held aninteractive Questionand
Answer session, addressing
queries and sharing practical
insights. During hisaddress, DySP,

The event was chaired by
Chief Medical Officer Bandipora,
Dr. Ishtiyaq Naik, while a team
from Anti-Corruption Bureau
North Kashmir, led by DySP
ACB Baramulla, Fayaz Ahmad,
along with Inspector, Arif Gul;
NT, Manzoor Ahmad, and ASI
Mukhtar Ahmad, sensitized
the participants on preventive
vigilance and ethical conductin
public service. The programme

role and functioning of the ACB
and emphasized the importance
of individual and collective
responsibility in promoting
integrity and transparency. He
underscored the need for strict
adherence to codal formalities,
financial prudence, and ethical
conduct in all departmental
operations.

Special focus waslaid onkey
areas such as procurement of

equipment, goods and services,
observance of General Financial
Rules, avoidance of post-facto
approvals, and prevention of
procurementatexorbitant rates.

Officers were also cautioned
against prescription of specific
brands for personal gains,
unnecessary referrals and
surgeries at private institutions,
andirregularities inissuance of
fitness and disability certificates
or falsification of duty rosters.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dr. Ishtiyaq Naik expressed
gratitude tothe ACB fororganizing
such a thought-provoking and
informative session. He remarked
that, “If everybody performs
their duty sincerely and with
good character, corruption will
automatically vanish. Integrity
and honesty must become the
foundation of our professional
conduct.”

Among others, the event
was attended by Medical
Superintendent District Hospital
Bandipora, Medical Officers, Para-
Medical Staff, Clerical Staff, ASHA
Workers, MLHPs from various
health institutions across the
districtand other officials of the
Health Department.

Government committed to nurture
young talent, promote emerging sports
disciplines: Deputy (M

SRINAGAR: Deputy Chief
Minister, Surinder Choudhary
inaugurated the prospects
of National Soft Tennis
Championship, scheduled tobe
held from 1st to 6th November,
2025 in Jammu and Kashmir.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Deputy CM applauded the
efforts of J&K Amateur Soft
Tennis Association and J&K
Sports Council for developing
sports culture across J&K. He
highlighted that the Government
is committed to nurture young

talentand promote emerging

sports disciplines in J&K.

He appreciated the players
for their passionand urged them
to set their goals high towards
representing Indiaat the Olympic
Games, World Cups and Asian
Championships. “Perseverance,
discipline, and hard work are
the true hallmarks of sporting
excellence”, he added.

TheDeputy CMalsoextended
his heartfelt wishes to the
organizers and participants of
the 22nd Senior National Soft
Tennis Championship.

The event witnessed the

presence of the office bearers
of the J&K Amateur Soft
Tennis Association, members
of the organizing committee,
and the J&K Soft Tennis Team
that will represent the J&K
in the forthcoming national
championship. On the occasion,
the office bearers of JRK Amateur
Soft Tennis Association expressed
gratitude to Deputy CM for
his continuous support and
encouragement towards the
promotion of sports and youth
development in Jammu and
Kashmir.

SRINAGAR: Ensure befitting and
meticulous execution of entrusted
responsibilities for the smooth and
successful conductof "Run for Unity"and
celebration of UT Foundation Diwas/ Ekta
Diwas directed Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir, Anshul Garg to officers while
chairinga meeting at SKICC, on Tuesday.

While taking the final review of
preparations with officers, the Div
Com issued slew of directions for
comprehensive arrangements to ensure
no space for loophole or lackadaisical
approach.

The Div Com directed for conduct
of step-by-step proceedings in a
synchronized manner for vibrant
celebrations of the day.

He directed departments for
the enthusiastic and overwhelming
participation in the programmes and
instructed participants to arrive at the

venue before 8:30 AM.
TheDivComissued detailed directions
regarding arrangements, including

and distribution of refreshment.
He directed Information Department
for finalization of documentary to be

i
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erectionof pandalsinthe SKICCbacklawn,
singing of the National Anthem before the
flag-off of the “Run for Unity” and at the
conclusion of the UT Diwas celebration
inthe auditorium. He furtherinstructed
for stage decoration, distribution of
caps, pick-and-drop facilities, VIP and
participant seating, parking management,

screened during the event, installation
of videowalls and standees and creation
of creative backdrop highlighting the
theme of unity and progress.

Divcomdirected Traffic Police toissue
advance trafficadvisory for effective and
meticulous traffic regulation.

He also reviewed compilation of

success stories by departments and
performance of cultural programmes.
Meanwhile, he took stock of
the readiness of a photo exhibition
showcasing vibrancy of UT of J&K besides
achievements by the departments.
Moreover, heissued directions to civil
departments forensuring comprehensive
arrangements for basic amenities
including availability of drinking water,
uninterrupted electricity, mobile toilet
facility, medical staff, ambulances, and fire
tenders. Besides Deputy Commissioner
Srinagar & DIG Police, the meeting
was attended by HoDs and officers of
Health, Education, JKEDI, Information,
Horticulture, Agriculture, ICDS, JalShakti,
KPDCL, Handloom and Handicraft,
Hospitality and Protocol, police, BSF,
Sanitation Welfare, RTC, SMC, Floriculture
and other concerned departments.

Dr. Khursheed Ahmad Dar Reappointed as DMO
Pulwama, Retains Additional Charge of Kulgam

Pulwama: The people of Pulwamaand Kulgam
have warmly congratulated Dr. Khursheed Ahmad
Dar on his reappointment as District Mineral
Officer (DMO) Pulwama, while continuing to
hold additional charge of DMO Kulgam.

This dual responsibility reflects the
administration’s confidence in his unwavering
commitment, professionalism, and proven track
record in the Department of Geology and Mining.

Local residents, public representatives, and
stakeholders from both districts have lauded
Dr. Dar for his transparent, disciplined, and
result-oriented approach in curbing illegal
mining and streamlining mineral management
operations.

His tenure has been marked by strict
enforcement of mining regulations, efficient
monitoring mechanisms, and a people-friendly

respect.

administrative style thathasearned himwidespread

Citizens have praised Dr. Dar as a dedicated
officer who leads by example — known for his
honesty, accessibility, and relentless work ethic.

Many noted that hard work and integrity
never go unrewarded, and his continued charge
is a well-deserved recognition of his sustained
efforts to protect natural resources and ensure
lawful mining practices in South Kashmir.

The people of Pulwama and Kulgam expressed
confidence that under his continued leadership,
the department will achieve greater transparency,
accountability, and efficiency inmineral regulation.

Heartiest congratulations to Dr. Khursheed
Ahmad Dar on this well-deserved honor and
continued trust —a testament to his commitment
to good governance and public service.
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Editorial

Vacant Posts: Youth
RemaininLimbo

The recent revelation in the Jammu and Kashmir Legislative
Assembly lays bare the priorities of this government and a vast
explosion of the dreams among educated youth. In an answer to
a question asked by one MLA, the govt stated that recruitment
agencies, mainly JKPSCand JKSSB, had taken in almost Rs 31.75
crore in fees from applicants seeking employment since October
2022. This is a huge financial demand on an excess of 3.61 lakh
educated unemployed registered in the Union Territory. Thus, a
troubling contradiction emerges, agovernment adept at applying
fees but ineffective at delivering a job.

The government position with respect to seeking a fee from
jobseekersis completelyindifferent totheassembly. The declaration
continues, that something was required because it required the
feestosupportits ownadministrationand operations - advertising,
processing, and examining. This is an enormous cost, and it is
astronomical revenue derived from the hopes of ageneration that
is utmost desperate. For some families, it is indeed pathetic to
spend that money simply onanapplicationfee, withnoreal value,
for a mere opportunity to even be considered in the future.

Thefinancial strain transformsintoathoroughinjustice when
weregardit through the context of the snail's pace with which the
government is proceeding with appointments. This is the same
government that has relatively rapidly managed to raise crores
fromapplicants while presidingover bothashockingrate of vacancies.
Most of us are aware there are over 1,560 vacant postsin the J&K
Revenue Department and over a staggering 5,200 vacant posts
in J&K's Health Department. Thisis not just about numbers; these
arevacant patwars, classrooms, hospital beds, nursesand doctors,
which result in a direct fall in service delivery to the publicand a
general decrease in public services.

The harshness of this situation is further exacerbated by the
past promise ghost. During his campaigning for election, CM Omar
Abdullah made alofty and over-promised pledge to provide 1lakh
jobstounemployedyouthin J&K. Nowthat helooks tohave completed
ayearinoffice, his promise means nothing. His government would
need to provide anaverage of nearly 20,000 jobs per yearin order
tofulfilhis own promise, if heis usinga 5 year termas his mandate.
Where the state of recruitment is presently at, it is plainly evident
tousthatthereis no closer than evenasmall fraction of adistance
between the average annual job target he wanted to achieve. Not
meeting even just 20% of his requirement over the year is not a
small blunder; it is a consequent disease of obligation to those
who putin him.

The written response from the government states outright
thatithas “noproposal under consideration to eliminate application
fees,” and this stubbornness, as thousands of posts remain unfilled
and lakhs of youth are struggling, demonstrates a serious lack of
both urgency and compassion. The message to the youthis clear,
your contribution is welcome, but you are undesired.

The J&K administration needs to understand thatits job is not
to run a self-sustaining examination service, but to foster hope
and opportunity. Feesin the crores must be equally matched with
the willingness to fill the posts. The government must: at once
publishatransparent, time-bound roadmap offilling the thousands
of vacancies across all departments, rationalise the application
fees and provide for all applicants from economically poorer
backgrounds. Be accountable to its own promises and provide
a clear explanation to the public as to why there is such a gulf
between the promise of one lakh jobs and what was happening
on the ground.

Aligning Education With The Workforce

Fe}

B DR. REYAZ AHMAD

Thegapbetweenschoolsand the workplace
isn’t just talk anymore; it’s a real problem
thatis affecting our graduates’ chances and

Thisisn’tjuston Mohammad; it’safailure
in what he was taught. A strong computer
science department should have included a
must-have “Cloud DevOps” lab, led by a
visiting engineer from a partner company,
not just a professor. Instead of a written
exam, there should bealive projectto deploy.
The course outline needs to be updated
regularly, not just every five years, but at
least every 18 months.

Scene 2: The Marketing Plan Built

Scene 3: The Engineer Who Couldn’t
Communicate the Solution

Priya,atalented civilengineeringgraduate,
comes up with asmart, cost-effective design
tostrengthenalocal bridge. Duringaproject
review with the city officials, she tries to
explain her design to a group of people who
aren’tengineers. She uses complicated terms
like shear strength and load distribution,
leaving them confused and not convinced.

hurting our economy’s ability to compete.
We are training students for a reality that
isn’t there anymore, and it’s obvious
everywhere you look.

Scene 1: The Code That Crashed the
Interview

Mohammad, a smart computer science
graduate, nails his technical interview for
acloud engineeringjob. He can easily explain
sorting algorithms. Then comes the last
question: “Can you explain how you would
use a CI/CD pipeline to deploy this in
AWS?”

Mohammad gets stuck. CI/CD? AWS
deployment? Those terms werejust mentioned
briefly in oneslide duringhis last semester.
Hehadnever actually practiced it. The role
goes to another candidate who picked up
these skills by taking an online course after
college.

Where was the Academic Intervention?

for a Textbook, Not a Human

Rohan, a top MBA student, shares his
marketing strategy for a local startup. It’s
an impressive 50-page document filled with
SWOT analyses and theories. The startup
founder listens carefully but then asks a
tough question: “This is great, but what’s
the one thing I should do on Monday with
5,000 to get my first ten customers? “

Rohan has no clue. He learned how to
work with big corporations, not the tough,
budget-limited environment of a growing
startup.

Where was the Academic Intervention?

The marketing program should include
a“Shark Tank” element from the very start.
Students need to work with real products
from local businesses and be evaluated by
actual entrepreneurs on how practical,
scalable, and affordable their plansare. Theory
isimportant, buthands-on experience builds
real skills.

Her great design is turned down in favour
ofasimpler proposal thatthey can understand
better.

Where was the Academic Intervention?

Every engineering student’sfinal project
should include a “Public Défense. “ They
should present their complex technical work
toamixed group ofteachers, industry experts,
and studentsfrom artsand humanities. Part
of their grade should depend on how well
the arts students understand and support
the project’s importance. This isn’t just a
“softskill;” it'san essential ability for creating
new ideas.

The Plan for Quick Change:

This isn’t just about adding one more
class. It’s about making a big change.

1.Required “JobExperiences” for Teachers:
Teachers should have to spend at least two
weeks every two years workingatacompany
in their area of study. A marketing teacher

should experience the tough testingofareal
advertising campaign. A literature teacher
should observe the writing of scripts for a
media company.

2. “Real Projects” as Common Practice:
Instead of using old case studies from the
1990s, bring in real problems from today’s
companies. Students should be able toshare
their ideas with the company’sleaders. The
challenge of workingwith areal clientteaches
much more than any book can provide.
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Every engineering student’s
final project should include a
“Public Défense. “ They should
present their complex technical
work to a mixed group of
teachers, industry experts, and
students from arts and
humanities. Part of their grade
should depend on how well the
arts students understand and
support the project’s importance.
This isn't just a “soft skill;”

it's an essential ability for
creating new ideas.

’»

3. Combine Technology, Don’t Just Add
It: A program can’t be considered modern
if it sees tools like ChatGPT as a danger. It
should have specific classes on “Alfor Market
Research” or “Using Al for Prototypes,”
showing students how to use these tools
responsibly and well.

The gap between the classroom and the
business world is growing, and our students
are struggling because of it. We can’t take
our time with slow changesto the curriculum
anymore. We need to act now. The future of
our workers requires that schools not just
allow connections to businesses but break
down barriersand createasmooth path from
school to jobs. The futures of our students
and the health of our economy rely on this

(The author works at the Faculty of

Mathematics, Department of General
Education SUC, Sharjah, UAE)

The Silent Cardiac Epidemic In Jammu And Kashmir

MOHAMMAD HANIEF

Heart disease has quietly become one of the
most serious public health challenges across
JammuandKashmir,emergingasasilentepidemic
that is touchinglives in every part of the Union
Territory —from the bustling plains of Jammu
to the mountain hamlets of Kashmir and the
remote valleys of Chenab and PirPanjal. Once
viewed as a condition linked mainly to old age,
cardiovascular diseasesarenow affecting younger
people, raising deep concern among doctors,
policymakers, and families alike. The steeprise
incardiacailments over the past decadereflects
a troubling shift in lifestyle, environment, and
publicawareness—acombination that calls for
urgent attention and collective response.

Across the region, hospitals are witnessing
a marked increase in cases of heart attacks,
hypertension, and high cholesterol. What makes
thistrend particularly worryingis the growing
number of younger individuals—many in their
thirties and forties — reporting cardiac
complications. The change mirrors the
transformation inlifestyle patterns, work habits,
and dietsthat havereshaped daily life throughout
Jammu and Kashmir. Sedentary routines, long
working hours, and dependence on technology
have dramatically reduced physical activity.
Traditional outdoor recreation and physical
labour, once part of everyday life, have given
way to more static, indoor habits.

Atthesametime, dietary habitshave changed.
Balanced, home-cooked meals—rich in vegetables,
pulses, and whole grains — are increasingly
being replaced by fast food and packaged items
loaded with salt, sugar, and unhealthy fats. The
growing culture of eating out and reliance on
processed foods have fuelled obesity, diabetes,
and hypertension — all major risk factors for
heart disease. This shift inlifestyle hasnot spared

even the rural population, where the influence
of urban food habits and declining physical
activity are becoming more visible.

Tobacco use remains another major driver
of the crisis. Despite widespread awareness
campaigns, smokingand other forms of tobacco
consumptionremain common amongboth youth
and adults. The easy availability of cigarettes

heart. Inareas where heating arrangements are
poor, sudden exposure to cold can trigger heart
attacks, particularly in the early morning or
late-night hours. On the other hand, the intense
summer heat in the plains of Jammu can also
put stress on the heart, especially among the
elderly and those already battling cardiac
conditions. Both climatic extremes — freezing

F

and theincreasinguse of drugs and otheraddictive
substances have compounded the health burden.
Equally damagingarerisinglevels of stress and
mental health challengescaused by unemployment,
financial strain, academic pressure, and social
uncertainty. Chronic stress triggers biochemical
changes that adversely affect heart health, and
when combined with unhealthy coping
mechanisms like smoking or overeating, the
results can be devastating.

The climate of Jammu and Kashmir further
aggravates this problem. The severe winter
conditions in Kashmir and parts of the Chenab
and PirPanjal regions often lead to a spike in
cardiac emergencies. Cold temperatures cause
the blood vessels to constrict, raising blood
pressure and putting additional strain on the

cold and sweltering heat— intensify the burden
on an already vulnerable population.

Compounding the crisis is limited public
awareness about the early symptoms of heart
disease and the importance of preventive care.
Many people continue to ignore warning signs
such as chest discomfort, shortness of breath,
orunexplained fatigue. In several cases, patients
seek medical attention only when symptoms
becomesevere, losing precious time inthe process.
Although healthcare facilities have improved
inrecent years, advanced cardiac care remains
concentrated inafewurban hospitals. For people
livinginfar-flungor mountainousareas, reaching
a well-equipped medical centre during an
emergency often proves impossible within the
critical “golden hour.”

Efforts have been made in recent years to
strengthenthehealthcare system. Theintroduction
of telemedicine services, digital consultations,
and referral networks has improved access to
specialists, particularly for patients in remote
areas. Government health departments, non-
governmental organisations, and medical
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The impact of heart disease

extends far beyond the individual.

It is not merely a medical issue but a
social and economic one. When people
in their most productive years develop
heart conditions, families face
emotional trauma and financial strain.
Long-term treatment, medication, and
hospital visits are expensive, and the
loss of earning capacity can push entire
households into hardship.

’»

institutions have launched awareness drives,
organised health camps, and promoted regular
screenings for blood pressure and cholesterol.
These initiativesare steps in theright direction,
butthey remain limited inreach and continuity.
Tomakeareal difference, awareness campaigns
and preventive care programmesneed to extend
to every block, school, and community across
Jammu and Kashmir.

The impact ofheart disease extends far beyond
the individual. It is not merely a medical issue
but a social and economic one. When people in
their most productive years develop heart
conditions, families face emotional trauma and
financial strain. Long-term treatment, medication,
and hospital visits are expensive, and the loss
of earning capacity can push entire households

intohardship. Preventive healthcare, therefore,
is not only about saving lives — it is also about
protecting livelihoods and strengthening the
social fabric.

Addressingthis growingcrisisrequiresmore
than medical treatment; it demands a cultural
shifttoward health consciousness. Strengthening
rural healthcare infrastructure, ensuringregular
screeningatprimary health centres,and promoting
preventive habitsmust become public priorities.
Schools, colleges, workplaces, and community
institutions can play animportantroleby educating
people about the importance of a healthy diet,
regular exercise, and tobacco cessation.
Encouraging outdoor activities, sports, and
walking can help people rediscover physical
habits that once defined life in the region.

Community involvement iscentral toreversing
thistrend. Religiousleaders, local organisations,
and media outlets can help spread awareness
and advocate for heart-friendly lifestyles.
Traditional Kashmiriand Dogra cuisines, when
consumed in moderation and balanced with
fruits, vegetables, and physical activity, can
remain part ofa healthylifestyle. Reconnecting
with local food wisdom and active living can
significantly reduce the risk of heart disease.

The rising tide of cardiac ailments across
Jammu and Kashmir is a stark reminder that
health cannot be taken for granted. It calls for
collective responsibility — from individuals to
institutions — to safeguard heart health and
promote a culture of wellness. The growing
number of heart attacks and related diseases is
not an inevitable outcome of modern life; it isa
preventable tragedy that demands awareness,
discipline, and community action.

Thetimetoactisnow. Investing in preventive
healthcare, strengthening early diagnosis, and
fosteringhealthy livinghabits can save countless
lives. Protecting the hearts of the people of Jammu
and Kashmir is not just a medical imperative
—itisamoral one, vital tosecuringtheregion’s
collective well-being and future.

The author is a senior analyst and can be
mailed at m.hanief@gmail.com
X/Twitter: @haniefmha
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Also takes stock of
possible traffic
decongestion measures
including parking facilities,
link roads, alternate entry
routes & connecting
walkway

SRINAGAR: To assess the progress
of ongoing infrastructure upgradation
works aimed at easing traffic congestion
around the Bone and Joint Hospital,
Barzulla, the Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Srinagar, Akshay Labroo, on Tuesday
conducted an onsite inspection of the
road expansion and macadamization
works being executed along the Bone
& Joint Hospital, Barzulla.

During the visit, the DC was
accompanied by Chief Planning Officer
Fayaz Ahmad Dar, Superintending
Engineer R&BTatheer Manzoor, Tehsildar
South Sajjad, Medical Superintendent
Bone &Joint Hospital Dr. Adil, Executive
Engineer KPDCL, and other concerned
officers.

On the occasion, the DC took stock

ofthe ongoingroad upgradation measures
along the Bundincluding macadamization
works. He also took stock of the possible

of anew car parking facility for hospital
staffand attendantsaimedat decongesting
the area and improving connectivity to

DC Srinagar Conducts Onsite Inspection
Of Road Upgradation, Macadamization
Works At Bone & Joint Hospital

with the development of dedicated tubes
for easy movement of the ambulances
& Doctors & patient traffic.

Reviewing the pace and quality

traffic decongestion measures in and
around the hospital which included
proposal of construction of ramps &
small Link Road connecting the main
road with the Parking facilities through
the Bund side, and proper development

ensure smooth vehicular movement,
particularly forambulancesinand around
the hospital.

The DC also took on ground
assessment of the plan to develop an
alternate entrance to the Hospital along

of work, the Deputy Commissioner
directed the concerned departments
to expedite the completion of all
remainingcomponentsof theongoing
macadamisation project. He
emphasized the need for close
coordination among executing
agencies to minimize public
inconvenience and ensure
uninterrupted traffic flow during
the execution of the works.

DC Srinagar highlighted that
theDistrict Administrationis focused
around taking specific multiple steps
to ensure decongestion of trafficin
the city through amix of short term,
mid term&long term steps & projects
and that Decongestion of Bones &
¥ Joint Hospital is also an important

partof thatinitiative. Decongesting
this important medical establishment
shall lead to better response time for
theincoming patients, ease of attendants,
easy access of ambulances and
convenience of the doctors and staff
working at the Hospital.

Drug De-addiction centres
functional in J&K: Sakeena Itoo

FE NEWS NETWORK

‘Directed for fee
regulation at rehabilitation
centres’

SRINAGAR: Minister for Health
and Medical Education, Sakeena Itoo
said that all Drug De-addiction centres
are fully functional inJ&K and directed
for fee regulation at all centres for
affordable rehabilitation of victims.

The Minister made these remarks
whilereplyingtoaquestion of Legislator,
Surjeet Singh Salathia on Drug
Addiction, in Legislative Assembly
today.

She highlighted that the Health
and Education departments along-with
law enforcement agencies are playing
an active role to fight the menace of
drugabuse in society. She added that
strict instructions have been issued
tohead of all educational institutions
(colleges and schools) toinstall CCTVs
inand around their campuses to check
any kind of irregular activities.

The Ministeralso lauded therole
of NGOsindealing with thisalarming
situation across J&K, adding that their
support is must for combating this
social evil.

While giving reply to the question,
the Minister said that 166 drugabuse
cases have been reported in district

Samba from the date of establishment
of de-addiction centre at District
Hospital Samba, with 114 Alcoholic
and 62 Heroin & Cannabis affected,

while as six patients have recovered
tilldate. She added that the Government
is taking concrete steps to curb this
menace in the UT of J&K in general
and Samba district in particular, like
awareness Lectures and Educational
Activities, Establishment of De-
addiction Centre, Outreach Programs
in Educational Institutions and
Communities, Panchayat-Level
Awareness Activities, Door-to-Door
Survey and Identification as well as
Campsin Hotspot Areas where aroster
has been constituted for the
organization of awareness and
treatment camps in hotspot and other
vulnerable areas. She added that these

camps are led by psychiatrists and
counsellors to provide both preventive
educationandinitial treatment support.
The Minister also informed that

Addiction Treatment Facility has

been fully established at District
" Hospital, Samba since February
2024sponsored by NDDTC(AIIMS
New Delhi) under MOSIE,
presently working on OPD basis
% with services like OPD by
Psychiatrist, Counselling Services
and Substance Substitute therapy.

While commenting on the
subject, Speaker Abdul Rahim
Rather advised the Minister to
take suggestions froma scientific
document prepared by political
representatives of a party, asit outlines
effective and detailed measures for
combating this social evil.

The Minister informed the house
that Government has already started
working on this report, besides the
topics related to Drug Addiction have
already been made part of the
curriculum.

Legislators, Justice (Retd) Hasnain
Masoodi; Dr. Shafi Ahmad Wani;
Muzaffar Igbal Khan; Pawan Gupta;
Tanvir Ali Sadiq; Narinder Singh; Dr.
Rameshwar Singh; Dr. Bashir Ahmad
Shah Veeri; Balwant Singh Mankotia,
raised supplementary questions on
the subject.

DC Kulgam approves 258

fresh cases at 10th DLIC meeting

Rs 1632 Cr. Master Plan in pipeline for

under Mission YUVA

These cases had been thoroughly scrutinized and
recommended for approval by the Small Business
Development Unit (SBDU) after due evaluation of
feasibility and viability parameters.

Whilereviewingtheprogressofthe Mission,
the Deputy Commissioner underscored the
needfor continuous output tracking, structured
mentorship and comprehensive capacity-
building programmes for the entrepreneurs
to ensure long-term sustainability and
measurable outcomes of the approved ventures.

He further directed all line departments
{ to maintain robust inter-departmental

coordination and adopt a proactivefacilitation
! approach for seamless implementation of
Mission YUVA in the district.

The meeting was attended by Additional District
Development Commissioner Kulgam, General Manager
DIC, Assistant Director Employment, District Social
Welfare Officer , Lead District Manager Kulgam,
District Nodal Officer JKEDI, Career Counselling

FE NEWS NETWORK

KULGAM: Deputy Commissioner (DC) Kulgam,
Athar Aamir Khan chaired the 10th meeting of the

F o _‘.*_

District Level Implementation Committee (DLIC) under
Mission YUVA, aflagship initiative aimed at promoting
self-employment and entrepreneurial growth among
the youth of the district.

During the meeting, the committee approved 258
cases, comprising 249 under the Nano category 07

river Jhelum flood mitigation: Rana

crores flood protection works have been
undertaken in Srinagar to mitigate flood

FE NEWS NETWORK

Says nearly Rs. 15 crore
flood protection works
undertaken in Srinagar

SRINAGAR: Minister for Jal Shakti
Department, Javed Ahmed Rana said that
the government hasRs 1632 Crore Master
Planisin the pipeline forriver Jhelum flood
mitigation.

The Minister informed this while
replying to a question raised by Legislator
Sheikh Ahsan Ahmad in the Legislative
Assembly today.

He said that a comprehensive flood
mitigation planincluding deep de-silting
and increasing carrying capacity of river
Jhelum and its flood spilling channels is
inthe pipeline to enhance flood mitigation
measures in the Valley.

The Minister said that nearly Rs 15

risk.
Heinformed that as part of long-term
and permanent flood protection measures,

under PMDP Phase-II, various bank
protection works have been undertaken
at critical locations adjoining the above
areas at a cost of Rs. 12.30 crores.

Furthermore, to mitigate the risk of
overflow, raising of embankments in
vulnerable stretches has been carried out
atacostofRs 2.49 crores, thereby enhancing
the overall flood resilience of the area.

The Minister stated that the areas of
Lasjan, Gandbal, Soiteng, Vethpara, Padshahi
Bagh, Kursoo Rajbagh, Shivpora, Sonawar,
Batwara, Rajbagh, Jawahar Nagar and
adjoining localities are prone to flooding
whenthe discharge exceeds approximately
40,000 cusecs, leading to overflow from
the riverbanks.

He said that the habitations located
on the left bank of River Jhelum exhibit
relatively higher vulnerability due to their
low-lying topography.

He said besides short-term measures

tomitigate flood threatsin these localities
include the restoration of weak spots
identified during safety audits of river
embankmentsthroughtemporary protection
works such as the laying of filled EC bags
are also undertaken.

Additionally, as the flood season
approaches,advance preparedness measures
are undertaken by pre-positioning filled
ECbagsatvulnerable locations and keeping
menand machinery under stage contracts
inreadiness torespond to any eventuality.
These actions are executed in close
coordinationwiththe DistrictAdministration,
DMRRR, and other line departments.

He further said that the flood threat
can be minimized through structural and
non-structural measures (Flood early
warning and Flood plain zoning).

Supplementary were raised by
Legislators including Tanvir Sadiq, Javid
Riyaz Bedar, Hasnain Masoodi.

under MSME, and 02 under Existing enterprises.

Officer & Employment Officer DE&CC Kulgam.
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DC Kupwara Flags
off “Tobacco-Free

Youth Campaign 3.0” .

Rally to Promote

Healthy, Smoke-Free

Society

FE NEWS NETWORK

KUPWARA: Deputy Commissioner Kupwara,
Shrikant Balasaheb Suse flagged off arally organized
under the “Tobacco-Free Youth Campaign 3.0” from

the DC Office Kupwara to SDH Kupwara.

The event was organized by the Department
of Health and witnessed enthusiastic participation
from Asha workers, students, and health officials.

Speaking on the occasion, the Deputy Com-
missioner said that the “Tobacco-Free Youth Cam-
paign 3.0" is an annual initiative aimed at spread-
ing awareness about the ill effects of tobacco
consumption, especially among students and the
youth. He added that such awareness activities are
crucial to protect society from the harmful conse-

quences of tobacco use.

He emphasized that special focus is being
given to tobacco-free educational institutions, and
the administration has initiated steps to declare
Tobacco-Free Panchayats in the near future, Pan-
chayats fulfilling the prescribed criteria will be
formally recognized through Gram Sabhas, he

added.

The rally concluded successfully with widespread

public participation and positive response.

Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Masrat Wani, MS.
SDH Kupwara, Dy CMO, and other health officers

were also present on the occasion.

Orientation and Career Counselling
Programme on Civil Services
Examination Held at GDC Budgam

FE NEWS NETWORK

Principal Sheikh-ul-alam degree collage budgam,

amination.

IAS.

tion with a clear strategy.

administrators.

DC Budgam Inspires
Students to Pursue Excellence
with Focus and Discipline

BUDGAM: The Institution Innovation Cell (IIC)
and Career Counselling & Guidance Cell of Government
Sheikh-ul-Alam Memorial Degree
College, Budgam, inassociation with
Exceptional IAS academyand in col-
laboration with District Administra- 8
tion budgam today organized an §
Orientation and Career Counselling
Programme on Civil Services Ex-

The programme aimed to create
awareness and provide guidance to
students and faculty membersfrom [
the host and allied colleges regarding
various aspects of Civil Services
preparation and opportunities.

The event commenced with the
launchof the college magazine “Rooh” ¥4
by the Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Budgam, Dr. Bilal Mohi-ud-Din Bhat,
along with Principal of the College, Dr. Amin Malik.

The highlight of the event was an inspirational
address by DC Budgam, who shared valuable insights
from his own experience in successfully clearing mul-
tiple competitive examinations including JKAS, IFS,and

The DC emphasised that focus, discipline, and
self-motivation are the cornerstones of success in
Civil Services. He advised aspirants to strengthen their
fundamentals, stay consistent, and approach prepara-

He also encouraged students to cultivate a habit
of reading newspapers, staying informed about current
affairs, and maintaining ethical integrity as future

“Success in competitive examinations is not about
shortcuts but about sustained effort, clarity of purpose,
and belief in oneself,” DC budgam remarked.

He further inspired students by highlighting how
perseverance, sincerity, and time management can
turn aspirations into achievements.

Dr. Amin Malik underscored that students’ growing
enthusiasm toward civil services marks a transition
from personal development to nation-building, Draw-
ing on Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, he stated that a
civil servant not only achieves self-fulfillment but also
contributes meaningfully to societal progress.

Prof. Rukhsana Jabeen of Degree collage budgam

in her welcome address shared motivational insights
on achieving success, urging students to cultivate a
clear vision and structured plan of action. She high-
lighted the importance of persistence, goal-setting,
and self-belief in achieving excellence.

Later, the DCinteracted extensively with the stu-
dents, responding to their queries on exam preparation
strategies, effective time management, and balancing
academics with competitive exam study. His practical
suggestions and personal anecdotes deeply moti-
vated the participants.

Following the inaugural session, technical sessions
were conducted by experts and recent qualifiers of
UPSCand JKPSC Combined Competitive Examinations,
who shared their preparation journeys, study tech-
niques, and insights into the evolving patterns of
competitive exams.

The programme concluded with an interactive
discussion, where students expressed enthusiasmand
appreciation for the nitiative, terming it both informa-
tive and inspiring
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Govt Will

attend the Annual Day celebrations and inter-
acted withreporterson thesidelines of the event.

On the occasion, he said the Sainik School
Manasbal can be further improved, justlikeany
other educational institution. “There is no in-
stitution which is perfect in itself. The school
authorities, the education department, and we
will sit together to make necessary decisions for
a better future,” he said.

Respondingto questionsregardingtheabsence
of the School Principal, the Chief Minister said
the matter has been taken up with Minister
Sakina Itoo and Secretary School Education
Sharmaand that the issue will be resolved soon—

(KNO)
J&K Spends
drives.

J&K has also emerged as a major film destina-
tion, hosting shoots for several high-profile mov-
ies and TV series including Leo and Dunki.

Bandipora’s Dawar village wasnamed India’s
“Best Tourist Village” by the Ministry of Tour-
ism. Outlook Traveler magazine also awarded
Gurez as the “Best Offbeat Destination,” while
Lolab in Kupwara bagged gold in the offbeat
category.

The Directorate of Tourism, Jammu, in col-
laboration with national sports associations,
hasexpanded adventure tourism through water-
based and aerial sports. White-water rafting,
winter sports, paragliding, hot air ballooning,
zip-lining and para-sailing are being promoted
across the Union Territory. Six rafting routes
in Jammu have already been notified.

Adventure eventslike rafting in Doda, winter
sportsinJai Valley, and para-sailing in various
lakes across Kashmir have become frequent
attractions.

The department haslaunched extensive brand-
ing efforts through Air India, Air Asia, Vistara,
DelhiMetro, social media, and radio campaigns,
which have received strong public response.

Tourismauthorities organized 103 major events
in 2022-23, which rose to 107 in the following
fiscal year. Prominent events included Asikini
Bhaderkashi Utsav, Vibrant Bhaderwah Festi-
val, Patnitop Winter Bonanza, Warwan Festival,
and Basholi Utsav.

The department is also working to position
J&K as the next golf destination. Golf tourna-
ments have been organized at Jammu Tawi Golf
Course and Royal Springs Golf Course Srinagar
in collaboration with PGTI and public sector
undertakings.

Officials said sustained promotion and diver-
sification of destinations have made tourism
one of thefastest-growing sectors in Jammuand
Kashmir—(KNO)

Free Power

households will only be implemented after the
installation of rooftop solar systems under the PM
Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana.

The clarification came in response to a question
raised in the Assembly by PDP MLA Waheed-ur-
Rehman Parra.

The government said that the scheme is meant
exclusively for Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY)
families - those at the bottom of the economic lad-
der.

The government told the House that 2.22 lakh
AAY families have been identified across Jammu
and Kashmir for the scheme.

Eachhousehold will be provided witha2-kilowatt
rooftop solar plant, enabling them to receive 200
units of free electricity per month once the system
becomes operational.

The government added that the Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy has given in-principle ap-
provalforthe project, which will be executed under
the RESCO/Utility-Led Aggregation model.

Detailed Project Reports and tendering are cur-
rently being finalised. “The process is underway,
and implementation will begin soon after comple-
tion of mandatory approvals,” the reply stated.

Updating the House on ongoing power reforms,
the government informed that 6.52 lakh smart me-
ters have been installed in Jammu and Kashmir,
including 2.811akh in the last two years under the
RDSS and PMDP schemes.

Dismissingspeculation, the government said there
isno plan to privatise the installation or manage-
ment of smart meters.

The rollout is being done through AMI Service
Providers under strict regulatory oversight. Op-
position members, however, urged the government
to ensure early implementation of the free power
promise in view of rising electricity costs and win-
ter hardships. (IANS)

4in

to the release of funds by the Government of
India and the UT administration.

The reply further mentions that 1,193 addi-
tional schemes are ongoing during the current
financial year 2025-26, with budget estimates of
rupees 946.43 crore under CAPEX/NABARD,
augmenting the mission’s efforts to provide tap
water to uncovered areas.

Inaddition tothe JJM projects, the department
maintains a fleet of 208 tankers to meet urgent
demands arising from disruptions or shortages,
particularly during the summer. The tanker
services also act as an interim arrangement in
pockets yet to be saturated under JJM or other
UT sector schemes.

As per district-wise data, the reply states that
Srinagar and Ganderbal districtshaveachieved
100% tap water coverage, while Kupwara (27,159
households), Kathua (35,064), Rajouri (44,759),
and Doda (26,757) remain among the districts
with the highest number of uncovered rural
households.

Overall, outof19,25,734 rural households, 15,63,302
have been connected, leavingabalance of 3,62,432
households to be provided with tap water con-
nections—(KNO)

simply occupy land, build a house, and get it
registered in their name,” Omar said.

Hereiterated that the government cannot grant
ownership rights to individuals who have ille-
gally occupied state land and constructed hous-
esonit. Omar said the government cannot accept
the bill and urged the member to withdraw it.

Parra, however, countered him, sayinghe was
retreating from his legacy.

“He is forgetting that he is the grandson of
Sheikh Abdullah - the leader we call Sher-e-
Kashmir -who introduced the land-to-the-tiller
reform. Thebiggest issue in Jammu and Kashmir
after August 5, 2019, has been land. Before that,
if someone lived illegally on state land, it was
considered safe. But now, state land -which be-
longstothe people-hasbeen turned intonon-state
land,” he said.

“It is the legacy of Sheikh Muhammad Abdul-
lah-theland-to-the-tiller reform. If you withdraw
from it, you are abandoning your own politics,
your own promises, and your own policies. Should
we then accept the BJP’s claim that this is ‘land
jihad’?” Parra asked.

Parraalleged that bulldozers were used against
Muslims in Jammu.

Countering him, Chief Minister Omar Abdul-
lah accused him of dragging religion, region,
and politics into the issue.

“Letusassumethatbulldozers were used against
them duetopolitical reasons. Even then, Iwouldn’t
bring such a bill just to save them. A bill that is
wrong is simply wrong. This is not a question
of someone’srelatives, nor is it about someone’s
religion. You are draggingreligion, region, and
politics into this. You are throwing justice out
the window,” the Chief Minister said.

Later, the Speaker put the bill to a voice vote.
Only two PDP members supported its introduc-
tion, while other members opposed it.

The House also opposed the introduction of a
bill brought by BJP’s Balwant Singh ManKkotia.

Thelegislators who withdrew their bills include
Tanvir Sadig, M Y Tarigami, Mir Saifullah,
Nizam-ud-din Bhat, Altaf Ahmad Wani and
Mubarik Gul—(KNO)

Darbar Move

said that the down-movement of HMVs/MMVs
from the Valley towards Jammu will be allowed
inaregulated manner, keeping in view the move-
ment of secretariat employees and official records
from Srinagar to Jammu.

The Traffic Police also advised goods carrier
operators transporting fresh perishables and
livestock to adhere strictly to advisories issued
from time to time and plan their journeys ac-
cordingly.

The Darbar Move — a biannual practice of
shifting the J&K government offices between
Srinagar and Jammu was halted in 2021 but has
beenrevived this year by the Omar Abdullah-led
National Conference government this year—
(KNO)

CM Omar

to support the institution in all possible ways.

Praising the school’s academic environment,
Omar Abdullah said that Sainik School Manas-
bal embodies the spirit of discipline, dedication,
and holistic education. “Here, teachers inspire
students, and education extends beyond class-
rooms to shape responsible, confident citizens.
This institution stands as abeacon of excellence
and integrity,” he said.

Calling upon students to prepare themselves
for greater responsibilities, the Chief Minister
said, “Let Sainik School Manasbal continue to
be a symbol of excellence, discipline, and integ-
rity — a place where the future of Jammu and
Kashmirisshaped with courage and conviction.”

Speaking on the occasion, Minister for Educa-
tion Sakina Itoo said that education has the
power to change the world and transform societ-
ies. Remembering Sher-i-Kashmir Sheikh Mu-
hammad Abdullah, the founder of Sainik School
Manasbal, she said, “Ifwe donot pay our tributes
to him today, we do a great disservice to this
nation. Institutionslike Sainik School Manasbal
must continue to provide quality education to
children from all backgrounds, especially those
from underprivileged sections.”

Earlier, the Chief Minister took the salute at
the March Past presented by the school cadets
and witnessed an impressive cultural programme
by the students. He also inaugurated an Artand
Science Exhibition showcasing the creativity
and innovation of young learners.

The event was attended by MLA UriDr. Sajjad
Shafi, Secretary School Education Ram Niwas,
Director General School Education Kashmir Dr.
G. N. Itoo, Deputy Commissioner Ganderbal
Jatin Kishore, SSP Ganderbal Khalil Poswal,
Principal Sainik School Manasbal Manzoor
Ahmed Najar, besides other officers, students,
staff members and parents of the students.(DIPR)

Over 3.61 Lakh

and skill development.

Additionally, district-level Employment and
Counselling Centres are conducting Career Me-
las and Rozgar Melas to engage youth, promote
innovation, and raise awarenessabout livelihood
opportunities.

“Our aim is to channelize the potential of edu-
cated youth into productive avenues, ensuring
meaningful employment and promoting entre-
preneurship across Jammu and Kashmir,” the

government stated. (KNC)

CS Pushes

Hefurther instructed that all bails and acquit-
tals granted in commercial quantity cases be
promptly challenged, and directed the formula-
tion of Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)
for Investigating and Prosecuting Officers to
avoid common procedural lapses that hinder
successful convictions.

Highlightingtheneed for vigilance in the health
sector, the Chief Secretary asked for a robust
monitoring mechanism to track medicines pre-
scribed to de-addiction patients to prevent mis-
use. He directed the Forensic Science Labora-
tory (FSL) to enhance the pace and quality of
sample testing to ensure timely generation of
credible reports.

He also called for a review of long-pending
NDPS cases, identification of reasons for proce-
dural delays, and necessary corrective measures.
He emphasized capacity building of investigat-
ing officers, prosecutors, and legal personnel to
enhance the overall effectiveness of the anti-
narcotics drive.

Directing intensified surveillance around iden-
tified drughotspots, particularly near coaching
centres and private educational institutions, the
Chief Secretary stressed safeguarding the youth
from drugabuse. Hereiterated the need for map-
ping both backward and forward linkages in
every case to dismantle the entire narcotic sup-
ply network.

He also suggested cancellation of driving li-
cencesofhabitual offendersand other preventive
actions, asserting that there can be no scope for
complacency in combating this social evil.

The Chief Secretary instructed all districts to
convene NCORD meetings regularly, ensure
attendance of senior officers, and upload the
proceedings on the national portal without fail.

He also reviewed the Action Taken Reports
(ATRs)on earlier directions, including monitor-
ing of untraced cases, status of investigations,
invocation of PITNDPS Act against peddlers,
trials inabsentia, and functioning of de-addiction
and rehabilitation centres.

Calling for augmentation of manpower in de-
addiction facilities, he directed the Health De-
partment to train medical officers at IMHANS
and hirepsychiatrists onacademicarrangements
for smooth operation of these centres. He also
stressed the need to initiate in-patient (IPD) de-
addiction facilities at other district hospitals.

The Additional Chief Secretary, Higher Educa-
tion, suggested stringent measures to keep edu-
cational campuses drug-free and called for sus-
tained awareness drives among students.

The DGP assured full support in intensifying
the campaign against narcotics and highlighted
cross-border linkages, reiterating the police’s
commitment to dismantling such networks.

ThePrincipal Secretary, Home, gave a detailed
analysis of pending investigations, commercial
quantity cases, district-level NCORD activities,
and supervisory oversight mechanisms. The
ADGP, CID, emphasized that the success of NDPS
cases heavily depends on timely and accurate
FSLreports, and called for focused attention in
this area.

Providing operational data, ADGP, Crime,
Sujit K. Singh, reported that up to September
2025, 1,342 NDPS cases were registered, out of
which 1,305 were challaned, leading to 142 con-
victions, 197acquittals, and 339 trials completed,
including 12 high-conviction cases.

He further informed that 215 PITNDPS deten-
tions were invoked this year, 222 hotspots iden-
tified (44 demolished), 1,350 individuals under
surveillance, and 983 CCTVs installed across
both the divisions. Only 71 FSL cases remained
pending dated from October 6, 2025, the meeting
was apprised.

It was also revealed that 103 backward and
forward linkages were established, resulting in
thearrest of 113 individuals. Moreover, 107 trials
in absentia are nearing conclusion, paving the
way for declaring offenders as proclaimed. On
the financial front, 67 investigations led to the
attachment of 81 properties worth 16.64 Cr.
Nearly 99% of retail pharmacies have imple-
mented computerized billingand CCTV surveil-
lance systems, as was given out in this meeting.

The Secretary, Health & Medical Education,
briefed the meeting on training programmes for
teachers, SHG members, and frontline workers.
Heinformed that over 32,000 patientshave availed
OPD services and 551 new admissions were re-
corded in IPD facilities at de-addiction centres
since January this year.

The meeting also reviewed the compliance
status of de-addiction centres, coordination be-
tween law enforcement and health institutions,
and the strengthening of district-level enforce-
ment mechanisms.

Reaffirming the government'’s zero-tolerance
policy against narcotics, the Chief Secretary
urged all departments to work in synergy and
adopt innovative, technology-driven, and preven-
tive approaches to achieve a drug-free Jammu
and Kashmir. (DIPR)

Zero Hour: MLAs raise key
publicissues in Legislative
Assembly

SRINAGAR: Severalmembers of the Legislative
Assembly Tuesday raised pressing public issues
of their respective constituencies during the
Zero Hour in the Jammu and Kashmir Legisla-
tive Assembly, urging the Government to take
prompt action.

MLAs Shakti Raj Parihar (Doda West), Advo-
cate Vijay Gupta (Hiranagar), and Pawan Gup-
ta(Udhampur West) urged the Education depart-

J&K Girls Win

Bronze at 18th

Roll Ball National Championship 2025

SRINAGAR: Displayingexceptional skill, teamwork,
and determination, the Jammu and Kashmir Girls Roll
Ball Team clinched the bronze medal in the 18th Roll
Ball National Championship 2025, held in Agra from

working to enhance sports facilities so that both boys
and girls have equal opportunities to shine.”

Ms. Yasha Mudgal, IAS, Commissioner Secretary,
Youth Services & Sports, praised the team’s spirited

éﬁ?

'f . .
S

October 25 to 28. The remarkable performance stands
asatestamenttothe growing strength of girls’ participa-
tion in sports across J&K and highlights the region’s
commitmenttogenderequality and empowerment through
athletics.

Led by captain Qurat-ul-Ain, who scored 22 goals, the
highest ever tally recorded by a J&K girls’ team in a
national event, the team showcased both confidence and
consistency. Her outstanding effort also earned her a
new bicycle from the federation as recognition for her
remarkable performance.

Inahard-fought semi-final, J&K narrowlylost to Hary-
anaby 2-1, before sealing third place overall in the U/14
category.

Hon’ble Minister for Youth Services & Sports, Sh.
Satish Sharma, congratulated the team for their outstand-
ing display, saying, “Our girls have once again shown
that perseverance and passion can overcome all odds.
Their victory is a victory for every young girl in J&K
who dreams to excel in sports. We are continuously

T

e

{Bepr & Garli

3 E}-.ll hhl _.' f:"

IEI'H!I?S-WTHII
IIESIHI FAEH:! URI, ?I{F
1.

performance and emphasized the role of sports in em-
powering young women. “The success of our Roll Ball
team reflects the immense potential of our girls when
given theright platform and support. Promoting gender
equality in sports is central to our mission, and the
government is committed to expanding facilities and
opportunities for them across J&K,” she said.

Expressing her delight, Ms. Nuzhat Gul, Secretary,
J&K Sports Council, remarked, “This medal is a proud
moment for all of J&K. Our girls continue to set new
benchmarks in national events. The Sports Council
remains dedicated to nurturing talent, building in-
clusive infrastructure, and ensuring that sports become
a channel of empowerment for every girl in J&K.”

The dignitaries congratulated the players, coaches,
and the J&K Roll Ball Association for their contribu-
tiontothisachievement, reaffirming their commitment
to supporting women in sports and strengthening
grassroots programs that promote equality and par-
ticipation. (PR)

ment to expedite the Annual Transfer Drive (ATD) for
teachersposted in far-flung areas ofthe Jammu division
and immediately conduct Departmental Promotion
Committees (DPCs)for teachers and lecturersawaiting
elevation.

Responding to the concerns, Minister in-charge,
Education Department, Sakeena Itoo informed the
House that the matter is already under process and a
committee has been constituted for carrying out ATD
timely. Raising the issue of harassment faced by tribal
populations, MLA Handwara, Sajad Gani Lone and
MLA Kangan, Mian Mehar Ali urged the government
toensure thatforest officials refrain from unnecessary
interference and to safeguard the rights of forest-dwell-
ing communities.

During this session MLA Bandipora, Nizammudin
Bhat emphasized on the need to uphold the Business
Rules of the House to maintain decorum and ensure
smooth legislative proceedings.

MLA Ramban, Arjun Singh Raju called the attention
of the House towards the need for posting an Assistant
Executive Engineer (AEE) in the PHE Sub-Division of
Ramban constituency to ensure smooth functioning of
the department.

MLA Banihal, Sajad Shaheen drew attention to a
recent fire incident in Banihal constituency and urged
the government to provide adequate relief, rehabilita-
tion, and compensation to the affected families.

MLA Jammu East, Yudhvir Sethi expressed concern
over rampant encroachments along the Tawi River
and cautioned that such illegal constructions could
face severe damage during future floods.

MLA Bhaderwah, Daleep Singh Parihar sought ad-
equate funds for the restoration of flood-damaged in-
frastructure and relief measures for affected people in
his constituency.

MLA Ramgarh, Dr. Devinder Kumar ManyaL high-
lighted the plight of farmers who have been allotted
custodianland in Jammu but are yet toreceive benefits

under different government schemes. He urged the
government to extend such benefits to these cultivators
as well.

MLA Uri, Dr. Sajjad Shafi demanded a dedicated fire
tender for Boniyar and sought rehabilitation support
for the Darul Uloom institution recently damaged in a
fire incident.

MLA Pampore, Justice(Retd) Hasnain Masoodi called
for adetailed discussion on the detention of MLLA Meh-
raj Malik and sought urgent de-silting of river channels
to prevent recurrent flooding in Pampore.

MLA Lolab, Qaysar Jamshaid Lone urged the admin-
istration to devise early snow-clearance plan for his
constituency and establish a transformer bank toensure
uninterrupted power supply during winter months.

MLA Zainapora, Showkat Hussain Ganai sought the
introduction of Market Intervention Scheme (MIS) for
Band C grade apple produce to protect the interests of
fruit growers.

MLA RS Pora South, Narendra Singh Raina raised
the issue of hardships faced by members of the ST-2
category in obtaining certificates in Jammu district
and sought a streamlined process for them.

MLA Shangus-Anantnag East, Reyaz Ahmad Khan
proposed making it mandatory for postgraduate doctors
to serve in rural areas for a fixed tenure through a
service bond mechanism to address rural healthcare
gaps. MLA Kupwara, Mir Mohammad Fayaz sought
one-time amnesty for economically weaker power con-
sumers unable to clear their long-pending dues.

MLA Wagoora-Kreeri, Irfan Hafiz Lone requested the
Speaker to consider suspending certain businessrules
to allow a detailed discussion on the arrest of MLA
Mehraj Malik.

MLA Zadibal, Tanvir Ali Sadiq drew attention to the
difficulties faced by residents oflake areas in Srinagar
in obtaining permissions for building or renovating
their houses and sought policy intervention to address
the issue.

GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR (UT)

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

MACHINERY DIVISION KASHMIR, MECHANICAL & HOSPITAL
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT, KASHMIR.

Corrigendum 06
For Date Extension

Name of work: -

(under Culuster-1)

Reference:

1) Restoring functionality through repairs / maintenance of Bore Well No. 103 of
_department of Agriculture in District Pulwama under implementation of National
Mission of Saffron (under Culuster-1).
2) Restoring functionality through repairs / maintenance of Bore Well No. 42 of department
of Agriculture in District Pulwama under implementation of National Mission of Saffron

This office e-NIT No: - MDSK/TS /2025-26/20 Date:16-07-2025.
(Tender Id: - 2025 PWDIJK 281548 3)
(Tender Id: - 2025 PWDJK 281548 4 )

Due to no response, the critical dates of the above referred e-NIT are extended again as under: -

S.No. Description

Previous Dates

New Dates.

01. Last date of downloading/

submission of bids PM

27-10-2025 upto 06:55

10-11-2025 upto 06:55 PM

02. Date of opening of bids
online

28-10-2025 at 02:00 PM

11-11-2025 at 02:00 PM

No: MDSK/TS/3410-13  Dt: 28-10-2025

All other terms, conditions and specifications as stipulated in the e-NIT shall remain unchanged.

DIPK-7576/25

Sd/
Executive Engineer
Machinery Division, Kashmir.

Date: 28 -10-2025.
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Promotion Of Regional Languages Is Equally
Vital Along With Hindi, Says Dr Jitendra

NEWDELHI: Addressing the first meeting of the
Hindi Advisory Committee of the Ministry of Science
and Technology was held today in New Delhi under the
chairmanship of Union Minister of State (Independent
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He also announced that officials and employees
demonstrating excellence in the use of Hindi will be
recognized and awarded by the Ministry.

Underscoring the importance of linguistic diversity,
the Minister alsosaid that the development and promotion
of regional languages is equally vital. He further stated
that India’s scientific and technological growth must
reflect the voices of its diverse linguistic landscape.
Hindi and regional languages together can serve as
powerful vehicles for innovation, communication, and
nation-building.

Unionminister also highlighted that the University
Grants Commission (UGC) is providing Hindi-based
toolsand resourcesfor employees, thereby strengthening
the role of Hindi in scientific communication. He
further mentioned that all Ministries should adopt
Hindi for official work to strengthen its position
nationwide.

Duringthemeeting, membersofthe Committee suggested
thatthe use of Hindi in departmental proceedings should
be further increased and that scientific content should
bedisseminated in Hindi to promote accessibility. They
alsorecommended greateruseofsocialmediafor spreading
Hindi contentand encouragingemployees whoactively
work in Hindi.

The event wasattended by Secretary DST, Prof. Abhay
Karandikar, Secretary DBT, DrRajesh S Gokhale, CEO
ANRF, Dr. Shivkumar Kalyanaraman, and other senior
officialsfrom department of science and department of
biotechnology. (PIB)

increasingly using Hindi, reflecting its emergence as
a pan-Indian language of communication.

Dr. Jitendra Singh underlined the need to integrate
Hindi with modern technology to strengthen its presence
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inscience and technology communication. He said that
Al-driventranslationtoolsareenhancingthedissemination
and interpretation of Hindi content, enabling scientific
knowledgetoreacha wider audience inamoremeaningful
way.

The Minister stressed that all Ministry websites should
be equally accessible in Hindi to ensure that scientific
information isavailableto citizens in their ownlanguage.

Charge)for Science & Technology; Minister of State for
Prime Minister’s Office, Personnel, Public Grievances
and Pensions, Department of Atomic Energy and
Department of Space, Dr. Jitendra Singh emphasized
thattheuse of Hindiacrossall Ministriesand Departments
isessential, as Hindi isnot justalanguage buta growing
symbol of India’s cultural identity.

He noted that employees from southern India are

Delhi: CAQM bans entry
of non-BS-VI commercial
goods vehicles registered
outside city

NEWDELHI: In a move to curb rising air pollution in the
national capital, the Commission for Air Quality Management
(CAQM) on Tuesday announced that all commercial goods ve-
hicles registered outside Delhi and not compliant with BS-VI
emission standards will be prohibited from entering the city
from November 1.

The official notification issued by CAQM states, “The Com-
mission with a view to abate air pollution caused by high volume
of transport/commercial goods vehicles entering into Delhi, in
exercise of its powers conferred under Section 12(1) of the Com-
mission for Air Quality Management in National Capital Region
and Adjoining Areas Act, 2021, issued Statutory Direction No.
88 dated 23.04.2025, directing for a strict ban on entry of all
transport/ commercial goods vehicles viz. LGVs, MGVs and
HGVs, other than BSVI, CNG, LNG and EVs, into the NCT of
Delhiw.e.f. 01.11.2025except such vehicles registered in Delhi.”

Accordingtothenotification, non-BS-VIcompliant commercial
goods vehicles are allowed to enter Delhi only until October 31,
2026.

“Such non-BS-VI compliant transport/ commercial goods ve-
hicles, carrying essential commodities/ providing essential
services were permitted to enter Delhi, but only for a limited
period up to 31.10.2026, beyond which such goods and services
will also have to be catered only through CNG / LNG / EV /
BS-VI diesel vehicles,” the notification said.

A meeting of the CAQM panel was earlier held to review the
preparedness for the implementation of the said direction.

The notification said, “To review the preparedness for imple-
mentation of the said direction, a series of meetings were held
with all stakeholders, viz., Transport Department, GNCTD,
MCD, NHAI, MoRTH and Transport Department of NCR States,
wherein issues wereraised regardingnonavailability of adequate
arrangements for returning such non-compliant vehicles, which
may lead to congestion at border entry points. It was also inti-
mated that about 40% of the total goods vehicles entering Delhi
carry essential items/supplies. In addition, a number of repre-
sentations have also been received from various transport as-
sociations and entities highlighting their difficulties.”

Post-Diwali, the Air Quality Index (AQI) in Delhi and the Na-
tional Capital Region (NCR) has been reeling under the ‘poor’
and ‘very poor’ categories in several areas, even as Stage 2 of
the Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) remains in effect.

Accordingto the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), the
AQIin Delhi stood at 304 as of 1 pm on Tuesday, classified as the
‘very poor’ category.

Among the city’s monitoring stations, Anand Vihar reported
an AQI of 311, RK Puram 316, Siri Fort 347, Bawana 334, Burari
Crossing 319, Dwarka Sector 8 311, Mundka 318, Narela 302 and
Punjabi Bagh 313 — all categorised as ‘very poor’.

Meanwhile, Delhi is expected to witness itsfirst artificial rain,
as the aircraft designated for cloud seeding has taken off from
Kanpur for the national capital. (ANT)

‘Infrastructure Must Be
People-Centric, Focused on Comfort
and Convenience’: Gadkari

NEWDELHI: Union Minister of Road ,
Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari
outlined three key pillars for the future of
infrastructure — People, Prosperity, and
Planning. Infrastructure must be people-
centric, ensuring comfort and convenience
for citizens. To support this, 670 road-side
amenities have been developed across the
country.

Addressing the CII National Conference
on “Future of Smart Roads - Safety,

national highways. The Minister also said
thatimproved road connectivity is boosting
religious tourism and adventure sports in
several parts of the country.

Highlighting Prosperity, the Minister said
that every rupee invested in infrastructure
generates three rupees of economic growth,
reflecting its strong multiplier effect. On
Planning, hestressed theneed to curbpollution
and promote sustainable, eco-friendly and
resilient development, noting that 8,500trees

have been transplanted along the Dwarka
Expressway as part of the Government’s
green initiative.

He said that the use of precast technology
has been made mandatory in road and
infrastructure projects to enhance quality
and ensure timely completion. Healso called
for greater ownership and responsibility
among engineers and contractors.

Highlighting the sector’s economic
significance, Gadkarisaid that 80 percent of
goods traffic in India moves by road, while
1 percent is by air and 18 percent through
other modes. With improved road
infrastructure, logistics and fuel costs are
expected to come down tosingle-digit levels.

Gadkariemphasized balancinginfrastructure
growth with ecological responsibility. He
reaffirmed the government’s commitment
tobuilding safe, sustainable, and world-class
roads that drive economic progress and
enhance citizens’lives. Asmobility evolves,
Indiaisshaping “Smart Roads” that integrate
technology with essentials like pedestrian
access, EV charging, fuel stations, parking,
and modern roadside amenities. (PIB)

Sustainability and Resilience” held in New
Delhi.

Inhisaddress, Gadkarisaid that under the
vision of the Prime Minister to make India
a five-trillion-dollar economy by 2027, the
development of world-class infrastructure
will play a pivotal role. He noted that the
road and transport sector offers immense
opportunitiesforeconomicgrowth, investment,
andemploymentgenerationacrossthecountry.

The Minister informed that the Ministry’s
annual revenue, currently at 55,000 crore,
is projected to rise to 1.4 lakh crore within
two years, reflecting the immense growth
potential of the sector.

Headdedacomprehensive2027infrastructure
plan was discussed in the Cabinet, which
includes sustainable initiatives such as the
use of 80 lakh tonnes of segregated plastic
wasteinroad constructionand reuse oftreated
water from purification plants for road
building.

Work is underway to convert 25,000
kilometres of two-lane highways into four
lanes, whilea 21akh crore port connectivity
programme is linking all major ports with

Ukraine’s Long-

Range Strikes

Cut Russia’s Oil Refining Capacity
By 20 pe, Zelenskyy says

KYIV: Ukraine’slong-rangestrikes onrefineries
inside Russia have reduced Moscow’s oil refining
capacity by 20 per cent, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said, citing intelligence
from Western governments.

Over90pr cent of those deep strikes on Russian
soil were carried out by Ukrainian-made long-

range weapons, according to Zelenskyy. Hesaid
Ukraine needs additional foreign financial help
to produce more of them.

“We just need to work on this every day,” he
said in comments to the media on Monday that
were embargoed until Tuesday.

Oilexports play akey role infundingRussia’s
invasion of its neighbour Ukraine. While
Ukrainian weapons take aim at the refineries,
new sanctions from the US and the European
Union are aiming to cut into Moscow’s oil and
gas export earnings.

Despiterenewed US-led peace efforts, the war
showsno sign of ending after nearly four years.
With the Kremlin showing no willingness to
compromise, US President Donald Trumpraised
the stakes by announcing sanctions last week
against Russian oil giants Rosneft and Lukoil.

Those sanctions are due to come into force on
November 21, and Zelenskyy says Trump
“probably will use this as a tool of pressure or
dialogue with the Russians.”

Chinaand India are the biggest customers for
Russian oil. Zelenskyy said India “has definitely
given all the signals that it will reduce imports
of energy resources” from Russia.

He said he is hopeful that Trump’s planned
meeting with his Chinese counterpart XiJinping

in South Korea on Thursday will bring further
reductions in purchases of Russian crude.

In other comments to reporters, Zelenskyy
said:

— Ukraine has 70 per cent of the USD 2 billion
itneedstofund gas importsforthe winterheating
season as Russia steps up attacks on Ukrainian
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Oil exports play akey rolein
funding Russia's invasion of its
neighbour Ukraine. While Ukrainian
weapons take aim at the refineries,
new sanctions from the US and
the European Union are aiming
to cut into Moscow’s oil and
gas export earnings.

energy infrastructure.

— By next month Ukraine will be producing
between 500-800 interceptors per day to stop
Russia’s Shahed drone attacks, but operators
also need training to use them.

—Ukrainehas captured 2,200 Russian prisoners
of war in over six months of fighting this year
in the eastern region, where Russia’s bigger
army is making a push to capture the city of
Pokrovsk where Ukraineisshoringupitsdefences
with more troops.

—Kyiv officials are holding parallel talks with
Sweden, France and the UStobuild up Ukraine’s
future combat aviation potential. Zelenskyy
says he hasrequested afleet of 250 new aircraft
in total. (PTT)

Ashwini Vaishnaw Reviews Railways
Preparedness For Cyclone Montha

NEWDELHI:Union Minister for Railways,
Information & Broadcasting, and Electronics
& Information Technology, Ashwini Vaishnaw
reviewed the preparedness in view of the
impending Cyclone Montha. Thereview meeting,
held through video conferencing,
focused on assessing the readiness
of the Railway network along the
East Coast.

The Union Minister reviewed the
measures beingtaken for passenger
safety, trainregulation, restoration
planning,and coordination with local
administrations and disaster
management agencies. Heinstructed
Railway officials totakeallnecessary
precautions in anticipation of the
cyclone’s impact, particularly along
the East Coast in Andhra Pradesh, '

Odisha, and Telangana.

Emphasizing the need for 4 l
uninterrupted communicationand !
timely deployment of disaster I
response teams, the Union Minister
directed all Railway zones to remain on high
alertand ensure swift restoration of train services
after the cyclone.

Indian Railways has activated divisional war
rooms for real-time coordination and response
to the impending Cyclone Montha. Essential
materials, machinery,and manpower have been
keptinreadiness, particularly inthe Vijayawada,
Visakhapatnam, and Guntur divisions.

Continuous monitoring of train operations is
being carried out to minimize passenger
inconvenience. The East Coast Railway (ECoR),
South Coast Railway (SCoR), and South Central
Railway (SCR) zones have been instructed to

mobilizeresourcesfor emergency response and
take all necessary safety precautions.

Parmeshwar Funkwal, General Manager, East
Coast Railway, along with Principal Heads of
Departments and Divisional Railway Managers
briefed the Minister on the precautionary
measuresalready initiated across the vulnerable
sections, particularly in the Waltair and Khurda
Road Divisions. (PIB)

Scindia
Underscores
Development of
World Class
Tourist Circuits
in North Eastern
Region

NEWDELHI: Union Minister of Com-
munications and Development of North
Eastern Region (DoNER), Shri Jyotira-
ditya M. Scindia, participated in three
High-Level Task Force (HLTF) meetings
on October 27, 2025. Earlier this year,
the Ministry of Development of North
Eastern Region had constituted Eight
High-Level Task Forces, each headed by
one of the Chief Ministers of the NE State
along, with Union Minister of DoNER
and three Chief Ministers of other NE
Statesasmembers. The initiativeemerged
from a consensus reached during the
72nd Plenary Session of the North East-
ern Council (NEC), held on December
21, 2024, at Agartala. These task forces
are fostering inter-state collaboration,
enablingpolicy alignment, and ensuring
that development efforts are regionally
integrated rather than state-bound.

ShriPuLalduhoma, ChiefMinister of
Mizoram, chaired the meeting of HLTF
on North East Economic Corridor, with
participation of Shri Preston Tynsong,

Deputy ChiefMinister, Meghalaya; Shri
Chandra Mohan Patowary, Minister,
Industries & Commerce, Act East Policy,
EF&CC, Assam; and ShriPuneet Kumar
Goel, Chief Secretary, Manipur. During
the meeting, acomprehensive roadmap
for addressing critical challenges in
economic infrastructure and strategic
interventions across short, mediumand
long-term horizons was presented. De-
velopment ofroad and railway networks,
air connectivity, inland waterways,
energy infrastructure, digital connectiv-
ity, trade corridors and border trade
infrastructure were emphasized. Valu-
able inputs were provided by HLTF
member states i.e. Meghalaya, Assam,
and Manipur. The Union Minister ap-
preciated the depth of the presentation
and asked the Mizoram Government to
submit the final report of HLTF after
incorporating the feedback received.
Meetingof HLTF on Tourism waschaired
by Shri Conrad Sangma, Chief Minister
of Meghalaya. Shri Gajendra Singh

Shekhawat, Union Minister for Tourism
& Culture also participated in the meet-
ing, besides Chief Minister of Tripura,

Prof. (Dr.) Manik Saha and Chief Min-
ister of Sikkim, ShriPrem Singh Tamang.
Shri Sangma, presented a preliminary
report on recommendations of HLTF.
He highlighted the key findings, chal-
lenges and recommendations for the
development of tourisminthe NER. The
Union Minister of DoNER suggested
development of world classtourist circuits
in North Eastern Region. He also em-

phasised bottom-up approach to devise
an action plan for the development of
tourism in North Eastern Regio and vi-
= sion plan to attract tourists from
the neighbouring countries also.
The Union Minister for Ministry
of Culture and Tourism highlight-
ed the promotional activitiesas well
astourism infrastructure develop-
ment undertaken by the Ministry
of Tourism in the North Eastern
Region. He also emphasized that
tourism is key driver of economic
development of the region.
Meeting of the High-Level Task
Force (HLTF) on Agriculture and Hor-
ticulture washeld under the chairman-
ship of Shri Prem Singh Tamang, Chief
Minister of Sikkim. Chief Minister of
Tripura, Prof. (Dr.) Manik Saha; Minis-
terof Agriculture, Assam, Shri Atul Bora
and Minister of Agriculture, Arunachal
Pradesh, Shri Gabriel D. Wangsu also
participated, besides senior officers from
the States of Sikkim, Assam, Arunachal

Pradesh and Tripura, and also from the
Ministry of DoNER, Ministry of Agri-
culture & Farmers’ Welfare, Ministry
of Food Processing Industries, APEDA,
NABARD, and other stakeholder agen-
cies. The Task Force reviewed the prog-
ress of ongoing initiatives in the agri-
culture and horticulture sectors across
the North Eastern Region and deliber-
ated on strategies to enhance value ad-
dition, processing, and marketlinkages
for key agri-horti products. Key discus-
sions centered around the development
of integrated cold chain infrastructure,
promotion of organic farming, cluster-
based cultivation, and branding of region-
specific products under a unified “Or-
ganic” labelling. The Union Minister,
MDoNER, highlighted the need for
economic value addition throughfocused
state-level inputs and suggested develop-
ingshort-term, medium-term, and long-
term strategies to ensure the success
and sustainability of public sector un-
dertakings in the region. (PIB)
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